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Sunday June, 2013 Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council ﺃأﺣﺪ ﺍاﺑﺎء ﺍاﻟﻤﺠﻤﻊ ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻜﻮﻧﻲ ﺍاﻷﻭوﻝل
Acts 20:16-18, 28-36 In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesos, so that he might not have
to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost.
And from Miletos he sent to Ephesos and called to him the elders of the church. And when they came
to him, he said to them: 'Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to care for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I
know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from
among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish
every one with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one's
silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to
those who were with me. In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak,
remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"
And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all.
 ﻓﻲ ﺗﻠﻚ ﺍاﻷﻳﯾﺎﻡم ﺍاﺭرﺗﺄﻯى ﺑﻮﻟﺲ ﺃأﻥن ﻳﯾﺘﺠﺎﻭوﺯز ﺃأﻓﺴﺲ ﻓﻲ ﺍاﻟﺒﺤﺮ ﻟﺌﻼ ﻳﯾﻌﺮﺽض ﻟـﻪﮫ ﺃأﻥن ﻳﯾُﺒﻄﺊ ﻓﻲ36 28 ﻭو18 16:20  ﺃأﻋﻤﺎﻝل ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﻞ:ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﻟﺔ
 ﻓﻠﻤﺎ،٬ ﻓـﻤـﻦ ﻣﻴﯿﻠﻴﯿﺘﺲ ﺑﻌﺚ ﺍاﻟﻰ ﺃأﻓﺴﺲ ﻓﺎﺳﺘﺪﻋﻰ ﻗﺴﻮﺱس ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔ.ﺁآﺳﻴﯿﺔ ﻷﻧﻪﮫ ﻛﺎﻥن ﻳﯾﻌﺠﻞ ﺣﺘﻰ ﻳﯾﻜـﻮﻥن ﻓﻲ ﺍاﻭوﺭرﺷﻠﻴﯿﻢ ﻳﯾﻮﻡم ﺍاﻟﻌﻨـﺼﺮﺓة ﺇإﻥن ﺃأﻣﻜﻨﻪﮫ
 ﻓﺈﻧﻲ. ﺍاﺣ َﺬﺭرﻭوﺍا ﻷﻧﻔﺴﻜﻢ ﻭوﻟﺠﻤﻴﯿﻊ ﺍاﻟﺮﻋﻴﯿﺔ ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ ﺃأﻗﺎﻣﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟـﺮﻭوﺡح ﺍاﻟﻘـﺪﺱس ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﺃأﺳﺎﻗﻔﺔ ﻟﺘﺮﻋﻮﺍا ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴـﺔ ﷲ ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ ﺍاﻗﺘﻨﺎﻫﮬﮪھﺎ ﺑﺪﻣﻪﮫ:ﻭوﺻﻠﻮﺍا ﺍاﻟﻴﯿﻪﮫ ﻗﺎﻝل ﻟﻬﮭﻢ
 ﻭوﻣﻨﻜﻢ ﺃأﻧﻔﺴﻜﻢ ﺳﻴﯿﻘﻮﻡم ﺭرﺟﺎﻝل ﻳﯾﺘﻜﻠّﻤﻮﻥن ﺑﺄﻣﻮﺭر ﻣﻠﺘـﻮﻳﯾـﺔ ﻟﻴﯿﺠﺘﺬﺑﻮﺍا،٬ﺃأَ ْﻋﻠﻢ ﻫﮬﮪھﺬﺍا ﺃأﻧّﻪﮫ ﺳﻴﯿﺪﺧﻞ ﺑﻴﯿﻨﻜﻢ ﺑﻌـﺪ ﺫذﻫﮬﮪھﺎﺑﻲ ﺫذﺋﺎﺏب ﺧﺎﻁطﻔﺔ ﻻ ﺗُﺸﻔِـﻖ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍاﻟﺮﻋﻴﯿﺔ
ْ ُ ﻟﺬﻟﻚ ﺍاﺳﻬﮭﺮﻭوﺍا ﻣﺘﺬﻛﺮﻳﯾﻦ ﺍاﻧّﻲ ﻣﺪﺓة ﺛـﻼﺙث ﺳﻨﻴﯿﻦ ﻟﻢ ﺃأَ ْﻛﻔ.ﺍاﻟﺘﻼﻣﻴﯿﺬ ﻭوﺭرﺍاءﻫﮬﮪھـﻢ
 ﻭوﺍاﻵﻥن ﺃأَﺳﺘﻮﺩدﻋﻜﻢ ﻳﯾﺎ.ﻒ ﻟﻴﯿﻼ ﻭوﻧﻬﮭﺎﺭرﺍا ﺃأﻥن ﺃأﻧﺼﺢ ﻛﻞ ﻭوﺍاﺣﺪ ﺑﺪﻣﻮﻉع
 ﻭوﺍاﻧﺘﻢ. ﺇإﻧﻲ ﻟـﻢ ﺃأَﺷﺘ ِﻪﮫ ﻓﻀﺔَ ﺃأﺣ ٍﺪ ﺃأﻭو ﺫذﻫﮬﮪھﺒـﻪﮫ ﺍاﻭو ﻟﺒﺎﺳﻪﮫ.ﺇإﺧﻮﺗﻲ ﺍاﻟﻠـﻪﮫَ ﻭوﻛﻠﻤﺔَ ﻧﻌﻤﺘﻪﮫ ﺍاﻟﻘﺎﺩدﺭرﺓة ﺃأﻥن ﺗﺒﻨﻴﯿﻜﻢ ﻭوﺗﻤﻨﺤﻜﻢ ﻣﻴﯿﺮﺍاﺛﺎ ﻣﻊ ﺟﻤﻴﯿﻊ ﺍاﻟﻘﺪﻳﯾﺴﻴﯿﻦ
 ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ ﺷﻲء ﺑﻴﯿّﻨﺖ ﻟﻜﻢ ﺃأﻧـﻪﮫ ﻫﮬﮪھﻜﺬﺍا ﻳﯾﻨﺒﻐﻲ ﺃأﻥن ﻧﺘﻌﺐ ﻟﻨﺴﺎﻋﺪ ﺍاﻟﻀﻌﻔﺎء.ﺗﻌﻠـﻤـﻮﻥن ﺃأﻥن ﺣﺎﺟﺎﺗﻲ ﻭوﺣﺎﺟﺎﺕت ﺍاﻟﺬﻳﯾـﻦ ﻣﻌـﻲ ﺧﺪ َﻣ ْﺘـﻬﮭﺎ ﻫﮬﮪھـﺎﺗﺎﻥن ﺍاﻟﻴﯿﺪﺍاﻥن
. ﻭوﻟـﻤﺎ ﻗﺎﻝل ﻫﮬﮪھﺬﺍا ﺟﺜﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺭرﻛﺒﺘﻴﯿﻪﮫ ﻣﻊ ﺟﻤﻴﯿﻌﻬﮭﻢ ﻭوﺻﻠّﻰ." ﻓﺈﻧﻪﮫ ﻗﺎﻝل "ﺇإﻥن ﺍاﻟﻌﻄﺎء ﻫﮬﮪھﻮ ﻣﻐﺒﻮﻁط ﺃأﻛﺜﺮ ﻣﻦ ﺍاﻷﺧﺬ.ﻭوﺃأﻥن ﻧﺘﺬﻛـﺮ ﻛﻼﻡم ﺍاﻟﺮﺏب ﻳﯾﺴﻮﻉع

Maher Aljada
Hair Stylist (415) 424-5353
Allure Salon
Park Plaza 1590 El Camino Real San Bruno, CA 94066
Altar Candles & Coffee Hour

Sponsors for June 23rd are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the amount of $25.00 or more.

John 17:1-13 At that time: When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven and
said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify thy Son that the Son may glorify thee, since thou hast given
him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom thou hast given him. And this is eternal life,
that they know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. I glorified thee on
earth, having accomplished the work which thou gavest me to do; and now, Father, glorify thou me
in thy own presence with the glory which I had with thee before the world was made. "I have
manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world; thine they were, and thou
gavest them to me, and they have kept thy word. Now they know that everything that thou hast given
me is from thee; for I have given them the words which thou gavest me, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from thee; and they have believed that thou didst send me. I am
praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom thou hast given me, for they are
thine; all mine are thine, and thine are mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name,
which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept
them in thy name, which thou hast given me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the
son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to thee; and these things
I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.
 ﻣ ّﺠـِ ِﺪ ﺍاﺑﻨَﻚ ﻟﻴﯿُﻤـﺠّـﺪَﻙك ﺍاﺑﻨُﻚ،٬ﺖ ﻗﺪ ﺃأﺗﺖ ﺍاﻟﺴﺎﻋﺔ
ِ  ﻳﯾﺎ ﺃأﺑ: ﻓﻲ ﺫذﻟﻚ ﺍاﻟﺰﻣﺎﻥن ﺭرﻓﻊ ﻳﯾﺴﻮﻉع ﻋﻴﯿﻨـﻴﯿﻪﮫ ﺍاﻟﻰ ﺍاﻟﺴﻤﺎء ﻭوﻗﺎﻝل13 1:17  ﻳﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ:ﺍاﻹﻧﺠﻴﯿﻞ
 ﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﺬﻩه ﻫﮬﮪھﻲ ﺍاﻟﺤﻴﯿﺎﺓة ﺍاﻷﺑـﺪﻳﯾﺔ ﺃأﻥن ﻳﯾﻌﺮﻓﻮﻙك ﺍاﻧـﺖ ﺍاﻹﻟﻪﮫ. ﻛﻤﺎ ﺃأﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘَﻪﮫ ﺳﻠﻄﺎﻧﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻛﻞ ﺑﺸﺮ ﻟﻴﯿـﻌﻄﻲ ﻛﻞ ﻣﻦ ﺃأﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘَﻪﮫ ﻟﻪﮫ ﺣﻴﯿـﺎﺓة ﺃأﺑﺪﻳﯾﺔ،٬ﺍاﻳﯾﻀﺎ
َ ﻗـﺪ ﺃأ،٬ ﺃأﻧـﺎ ﻗـﺪ ﻣـﺠّﺪﺗــﻚ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍاﻷﺭرﺽض.ﺍاﻟﺤﻘﻴﯿﻘ ّﻲ ﻭوﺣﺪﻙك ﻭوﺍاﻟﺬﻱي ﺃأﺭرﺳﻠﺘـَﻪﮫ ﻳﯾــﺴﻮﻉع ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿـﺢ
ُ
 ﻭوﺍاﻵﻥن.ﺗــﻤﻤـﺖ ﺍاﻟﻌــﻤـﻞ ﺍاﻟــﺬﻱي ﺃأَﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘﻨﻲ ﻷﻋﻤﻠﻪﮫ
َ ﻗﺪ ﺃأ.ﺖ ﻋﻨﺪﻙك ﺑﺎﻟـﻤﺠﺪ ﺍاﻟﺬﻱي ﻛﺎﻥن ﻟﻲ ﻋﻨﺪﻙك ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ ﻛﻮﻥن ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ
ُ
.ﻋﻠـﻨـﺖ ﺍاﺳ َﻤـﻚ ﻟﻠﻨﺎﺱس ﺍاﻟـﺬﻳﯾـﻦ ﺃأَﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘَﻬﮭﻢ ﻟـﻲ ﻣـﻦ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ
ِ ﻣﺠﱢ ـ ْﺪﻧﻲ ﺍاﻧﺖ ﻳﯾﺎ ﺃأﺑ
َ
 ﻷﻥن ﺍاﻟﻜﻼﻡم ﺍاﻟـﺬﻱي ﺃأﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘَﻪﮫ ﻟﻲ،٬ ﻭوﺍاﻵﻥن ﻗﺪ ﻋﻠﻤﻮﺍا ﺃأﻥن ﻛﻞ ﻣﺎ ﺃأﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘَـﻪﮫ ﻟﻲ ﻫﮬﮪھﻮ ﻣﻨﻚ.ﻫﮬﮪھﻢ ﻛﺎﻧـﻮﺍا ﻟﻚ ﻭوﺃأﻧﺖ ﺃأﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘﻬﮭـﻢ ﻟـﻲ ﻭوﻗﺪ ﺣﻔﻈﻮﺍا ﻛﻼﻣﻚ
ُ
 ﻻ ﺃأﺳﺄﻝل ﻣﻦ ﺃأﺟـﻞ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟـﻢ ﺑـﻞ ﻣـﻦ،٬ ﺃأﻧﺎ ﻣﻦ ﺃأﺟﻠـﻬﮭﻢ ﺃأﺳـﺄﻝل.ﺧﺮﺟـﺖ ﻭوﺁآﻣﻨﻮﺍا ﺃأﻧﻚ ﺃأَﺭرﺳﻠﺘـﻨﻲ
 ﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﻢ ﻗﺒﻠﻮﺍا ﻭوﻋـﻠِﻤﻮﺍا ﺣﻘﺎ ﺃأﻧﻲ ﻣﻨﻚ،٬ﺃأﻋﻄـﻴﯿﺘُـﻪﮫ ﻟﻬﮭﻢ
ُ
،٬ﻭوﻟﺴﺖ ﺍاﻧـﺎ ﺑـﻌـﺪ ﻓﻲ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ
. ﻛﻞ ﺷﻲء ﻟﻲ ﻫﮬﮪھﻮ ﻟﻚ ﻭوﻛﻞ ﺷﻲء ﻟﻚ ﻫﮬﮪھﻮ ﻟﻲ ﻭوﺃأﻧﺎ ﻗﺪ ُﻣـﺠّــﺪﺕت ﻓـﻴﯿﻬﮭﻢ.ﺍاﺟـﻞ ﺍاﻟﺬﻳﯾـﻦ ﺃأﻋـﻄﻴﯿـﺘـَـﻬﮭﻢ ﻟﻲ ﻷﻧﻬﮭﻢ ﻟﻚ
ُ
 ﺣﻴﯿﻦ ﻛﻨﺖ ﻣﻌﻬﮭﻢ. ﺍاﻳﯾﻬﮭﺎ ﺍاﻵﺏب ﺍاﻟﻘـﺪﻭوﺱس ﺍاﺣﻔﻈﻬﮭﻢ ﺑﺎﺳﻤﻚ ﺍاﻟـﺬﻳﯾﻦ ﺃأﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘﻬﮭﻢ ﻟﻲ ﻟﻴﯿﻜﻮﻧﻮﺍا ﻭوﺍاﺣﺪﺍا ﻛﻤﺎ ﻧﺤﻦ. ﻭوﺍاﻧﺎ ﺁآﺗﻲ ﺍاﻟﻴﯿﻚ،٬ﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﺆﻻء ﻫﮬﮪھـﻢ ﻓﻲ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ
ُ
 ﺍاﻣﺎ ﺍاﻵﻥن ﻓﺈﻧﻲ ﺁآﺗﻲ. ﺇإﻥن ﺍاﻟـﺬﻳﯾﻦ ﺃأﻋﻄﻴﯿﺘَـﻬﮭﻢ ﻟﻲ ﻗﺪ ﺣﻔﻈﺘُﻬﮭﻢ ﻭوﻟـﻢ ﻳﯾَﻬﮭﻠﻚ ﻣﻨﻬﮭﻢ ﺃأﺣﺪ ﺍاﻻ ﺍاﺑﻦ ﺍاﻟﻬﮭﻼﻙك ﻟﻴﯿﺘـ ّﻢ ﺍاﻟﻜﺘﺎﺏب.ﻛﻨـﺖ ﺃأﺣﻔﻈـﻬﮭﻢ ﺑﺎﺳﻤﻚ
ﻓﻲ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ
. ﻭوﺍاﻧﺎ ﺃأﺗﻜﻠﻢ ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍا ﻓـﻲ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ ﻟﻴﯿـﻜﻮﻥن ﻓﺮﺣﻲ ﻛﺎﻣﻼ ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﻢ.ﺍاﻟﻴﯿﻚ
	
  
This Sunday’s Holy Bread of Oblation will be offered by:
• St.	
  Nicholas	
  Parish	
  Family	
  for	
  the	
  good	
  health	
  of	
  Ishaq	
  Qaqish,	
  Issa	
  
Khoury,	
  Najla	
  Jarjura,	
  	
  Chris	
  Atwan,	
  Janette	
  Tannous,	
  Fifi	
  
Batshon,	
  Sally	
  Habeeb,	
  Rose	
  Habeeb,	
  Georgette	
  Baba,	
  Nabil	
  
Dabai,	
  Issa	
  Nijmeh,	
  Najla	
  Fadayel	
  .	
  Many	
  years!	
  
• By	
  Sally	
  Habeeb	
  for	
  the	
  good	
  health	
  and	
  happiness	
  of	
  sons	
  Michael	
  Elias	
  Habeeb	
  
and	
  Paul	
  Alexander	
  Apostle	
  on	
  the	
  occasion	
  of	
  Father's	
  Day.	
  	
  May	
  these	
  beloved	
  
fathers	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  blessed	
  with	
  the	
  love	
  of	
  family	
  and	
  dear	
  friends.	
  	
  	
  
• Also,	
  in	
  remembrance	
  of	
  sweet	
  husband,	
  Elias,	
  dear	
  father,	
  Louie,	
  kind	
  brother,	
  
George,	
  and	
  all	
  the	
  loving	
  fathers,	
  Godfathers,	
  and	
  uncles	
  in	
  our	
  lives.	
  

• Azar	
  Family	
  for	
  the	
  good	
  health	
  and	
  speedy	
  recovery	
  of	
  Fadwa	
  Shibli	
  Azar.	
  
• Fr.	
  George	
  for	
  the	
  good	
  health	
  and	
  speedy	
  recovery	
  of	
  Fadwa	
  Shibli	
  Azar	
  and	
  
Salwa	
  Hanhan	
  

Mark Your Calendar:
1. Attached you will find the 2013 St. Nicholas Census Form. We ask
everybody to fill out the forms and return them by mail or email to the office.
2. Every Sunday in June, we will have a table set up downstairs after liturgy
to sign people up for photo appointments and to update their contact
information. In order for this to be a success we need EVERYONE to actively send people
to the table to make appointments and to update their information.
Please note, we all need to start spreading the word to get our extended families and our
friends to sign up. It's better to get everyone to sign up early so they can get their preferred
times. People can also sign up online by visiting the Church website www.stnicholassf.com. Thank you.
3. Father's Day Picnic (June 16th) will be held at the Heather Farm Park in Walnut
Creek. Admission is $10 per person and food is included. Please see Maurice, Fr. George,
or the church office for more details. We will be joining St. John's parish at the park.
4. The Parish Life Conference will take place this year on July 3-7 2013 in Anaheim,
CA. All our organizations are
encouraged to participate. For more info please visit http://plc2013.org/
5. The Antiochian Archdiocese National Convention will take place on July 21-28th
2013 in Houston, Texas. For more information please visit :
http://www.achouston2013.com/
6. Our annual Festival will take place on August 24- 25
7. The diamond Jubilee Anniversary will be held October 23-27 2013. Please submit any
memorabilia or old pictures you have to the church. We are working on a souvenir
booklet
*******************************
A Special thank you
We would like to offer our gratitude and appreciation to the following
Sunday School Teachers for their service this year:
Leila Qutami for her super attendants of the Sunday School
Renee Khoury and Jane Esaid (Pre-K and Kindergarten);
Fadwa Azar and Rami Boundouki (1st and 2nd Grade);
Natalie Hanhan and Desiree Dahdah (3rd and 4th Grade);
Sawsan Dabit and Leila Qutami (5th, 6th and 7th Grade);
Tariq Rantisi (8th Grade and High School).
Upcoming Feasts:
Sunday June 23 Holy Pentecost
Our dear beloved ones in Christ: You can help in spreading the word of God by
providing us the email’s addresses of the members of your family and your friends who
do not receive our bulletin via email. Please send their emails to:
stnicksf@msn.com or revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Food for Hungry People Boxes Please return your boxes for the “Food
for Hungry People” soon. You may give them to any of our ushers. Thank
you!

When Mary stood at thy grave looking for thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above thy
revered tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world.
Thou who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
،٬ ﻭوﻣﺮﻳﯾﻢ ﻭوﻗﻔﺖ ﻋﻨﺪ ﺍاﻟﻘﺒﺮ ﻁطﺎﻟﺒﺔ ﺟﺴﺪﻙك ﺍاﻟﻄﺎﻫﮬﮪھﺮ،٬ ﻭوﺍاﻟﺤﺮﺍاﺱس ﺻﺎﺭرﻭوﺍا ﻛﺎﻷﻣﻮﺍاﺕت،٬ ﻅظﻬﮭﺮﻭوﺍا ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﺒﺮﻙك ﺍاﻟﻤﻮﻗﺮ،٬ﺇإﻥن ﺍاﻟﻘﻮﺍاﺕت ﺍاﻟﻤﻼﺋﻜﻴﯿﺔ
. ﻳﯾﺎ ﺭرﺏب ﺍاﻟﻤﺠﺪ ﻟﻚ،٬ ﻓﻴﯿﺎ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺎﻡم ﻣﻦ ﺑﻴﯿﻦ ﺍاﻷﻣﻮﺍاﺕت،٬ ﻭوﺻﺎﺩدﻓﺖ ﺍاﻟﺒﺘﻮﻝل ﻣﺎﻧﺤﺎ ً ﺍاﻟﺤﻴﯿﺎﺓة،٬ﻓﺴﺒﻴﯿﺖ ﺍاﻟﺠﺤﻴﯿﻢ ﻭوﻟﻢ ﺗﺠﺮﺏب ﻣﻨﻬﮭﺎ
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened thy Disciples with the promise of
the Holy Spirit, having become confident of the blessing. Verily, thou art the Son of God, and
Deliverer of the world.
 ﻭوﺑﻬﮭﻢ ﻫﮬﮪھﺪﻳﯾﺘﻨﺎ ﺟﻤﻴﯿﻌﺎ ﺍاﻟﻰ ﺍاﻻﻳﯾﻤﺎﻥن.ﺃأﻧﺖ ﺍاﻳﯾﻬﮭﺎ ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿﺢ ﺍاﻟﻬﮭﻨﺎ ﺍاﻟﻔﺎﺋﻖ ﺍاﻟﺘﺴﺒﻴﯿﺢ ﻳﯾﺎﻣﻦ ﺍاﺳﺴﺖ ﺍاﺑﺎءﻧﺎ ﺍاﻟﻘﺪﻳﯾﺴﻴﯿﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍاﻷﺭرﺽض ﻛﻮﺍاﻛﺐ ﻻﻣﻌﺔ
. ﺍاﻳﯾﻬﮭﺎ ﺍاﻟﺠﺰﻳﯾﻞ ﺍاﻟﺮﺣﻤﺔ ﺍاﻟﻤﺠﺪ ﻟﻚ.ﺍاﻟﺤﻘﻴﯿﻘﻲ
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise who didst establish our holy Fathers as
luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful
One, glory to thee.
. ﺇإﺫذ ﺃأﻳﯾﻘﻨﻮﺍا ﺑﺎﻟﺒﺮﻛﺔ ﺃأﻧﻚ ﺃأﻧﺖ ﺍاﺑﻦ ﷲ ﺍاﻟﻤﻨﻘﺬ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ،٬ ﻭوﻓﺮﺣﺖ ﺗﻼﻣﻴﯿﺬﻙك ﺑﻤﻮﻋﺪ ﺍاﻟﺮﻭوﺡح ﺍاﻟﻘﺪﺱس،٬ﺻﻌﺪﺕت ﺑﻤﺠﺪ ﺃأﻳﯾﻬﮭﺎ ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿﺢ ﺇإﻟﻬﮭﻨﺎ
Thy work of justice did reveal Thee to Thy community as a Canon of faith. The likeness of
humility and the teacher of abstinence. O, Thou Father and great Bishop Nicholas. Wherefore
by humility thou didst achieve exaltation, and by Thy meekness wealth, intercede therefore,
intercede with Christ that He will save our souls.
ً  ﻭوﺻﻮﺭرﺓةً ﻟﻠﻮﺩدﺍاﻋﺔ ﻭوﻣﻌﻠﻤﺎ،٬ ﻗﺎﻧﻮﻧﺎ ً ﻟﻺﻳﯾﻤﺎﻥن،٬ﻟﻘﺪ ﺃأﻅظﻬﮭﺮﺗﻚ ﺃأﻓﻌﺎ ﻝل ﺍاﻟﺤﻖ ﻟﺮﻋﻴﯿﺘﻚ
 ﻓﻠﺬﻟﻚ ﺃأ،٬ ﺃأﻳﯾﻬﮭﺎ ﺍاﻷﺏبُ ﺭرﺋﻴﯿﺲُ ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨ ِﺔ ﻧﻴﯿﻘﻮﻻﻭوﺱس،٬ﻟﻼﻣﺴﺎﻙك
ِ
َﺣﺮﺯزﺕت
ﻧﻔﻮﺳﻨﺎ
ﺧﻼﺹص
ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿﺢ ﺍاﻹﻟﻪﮫ ﻓﻲ
 ﻓﺘﺸﻔﻊ ﺇإﻟﻰ،٬ﺑﺎﻟﺘﻮﺍاﺿﻊ ﺍاﻟﺮﻓﻌﺔَ ﻭوﺑﺎﻟﻤﺴﻜﻨ ِﺔ ﺍاﻟﻐﻨﻰ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
When thou didst fulfill the dispensation for our sake and unite earth to heaven, thou didst ascend
in glory, O Christ our God, in no way parted from those who love thee but remaining with them
and crying: I am with thou and no one will be against thou.
 ﻏﻴﯿﺮ ﻣﻨﻔﺼﻞ،٬ ﺻﻌﺪﺕت ﺑﻤﺠﺪ ﺍاﻳﯾﻬﮭﺎ ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿﺢ ﺍاﻟﻬﮭﻨﺎ،٬ ﻭوﺟﻌﻠﺖ ﺍاﻟﺬﻳﯾﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍاﻷﺭرﺽض ﻣﺘﺤﺪﻳﯾﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﺴﻤﺎﻭوﻳﯾﻴﯿﻦ،٬ﻟﻤﺎ ﺃأﺗﻤﻤﺖ ﺍاﻟﺘﺪﺑﻴﯿﺮ ﺍاﻟﺬﻱي ﻣﻦ ﺍاﺟﻠﻨﺎ
. ﺍاﻧﺎ ﻣﻌﻜﻢ ﻭوﻟﻴﯿﺲ ﺍاﺣﺪ ﻋﻠﻴﯿﻜﻢ: ﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﺎﺗﻒ ﺑﺎﺣﺒﺎﺋﻚ،٬ ﺑﻞ ﺛﺎﺑﺖ ﺑﻐﻴﯿﺮ ﺍاﻓﺘﺮﺍاﻕق،٬ﻣﻦ ﻣﻜﺎﻥن

The Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council (V. Rev. Ihor
Kutash http://www.ukrainian-orthodoxy.org)
“Light of Light, True God of True God”
On the Seventh Sunday after Pascha the Holy Church commemorates
the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. This Council was
convened in 325 A.D. in the city of Nicea (today Iznik in Turkey) by
St. Constantine, Equal-to-the-Apostles, the Emperor of Rome who
stopped all persecution of the Faith of Christ and made it the faith of
his Empire.
St. Constantine found that it was necessary to put down the division in
the Church that arose as a result of the teaching of the Alexandrian
priest, Arius, a brilliant preacher, who taught, on the basis of rationalistic argumentation, that
Our Lord Jesus Christ can not possibly be of the same essence as the Heavenly Father but must
be the greatest and most pre-eminent of all His creatures.

Arius’ teaching was contrary to the witness of the Church which is recorded in the Holy
Scriptures. Christians noted, that in God’s dealings with the human race, He has manifested
Himself in Three Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. At the same time the
Scripture is very clear in proclaiming that there is only One God.
Our Lord Jesus Christ prayed to God calling Him “My Father” and teaching His disciples to
pray to Him as “our Father”. He also said the He and the Father are One and that whoever saw
Him saw the Father also and that He would send the Holy Spirit from the Father.
Although the usual human logic says that one and three are not the same, the experience of the
Church and the revelation of God shows clearly that, with God, that which to humans appears
to be impossible and illogical – is actually so! God is One and He is also Three Consubstantial
Persons.
Notwithstanding the brilliant rationalistic preaching of Arius, the Holy Fathers confirmed the
experience of the Church and the witness of the Holy Scripture and his teaching was refuted
and condemned. The Orthodox Faith was formulated into the Symbol of the Faith which we
use in our daily prayers and especially at the beginning of the Eucharistic Canon in the Liturgy,
thereby showing that union between God and humans is based upon true faith.
Those who say that what a person believes about God is not important, and that the teaching
about the Holy Trinity is a useless technicality, have not understood that this truth is a crucial
one. It proclaims not only that which is true of God, but also that which is true of all His
creation: humans and angels and all that He has made. God has created us in His Image. He is
perfect Unity in Diversity, One in Three Persons. He has also called us to manifest that Image
and become like Him by living as He lives. The quarrels and violence that comes about among
humans is not in keeping with His will. They are the result of sin. The source of sin is
pride, which insists that everything must be as I perceive and desire it to be, that everything
must be submitted to my will and desire.
Such was the wish of Arius, and such is the wish of all who are captivated by their own wisdom
and beauty. A virtuous life requires humility, the willingness to submit to the will of God
which He gradually unfolds to those who are humble, who love God and thus also love His will
and His creation.
The perfect example of such humility is our Lord Himself, Jesus Christ, Who always submitted
Himself to the Father even when this appeared nearly impossible to do, and Who prayed for
those who betrayed, wronged, rejected and crucified Him.
Let us also submit to Him and love one another as He has loved us. He has united us in His
Love with the Heavenly Father – and has sent us the Holy Spirit from the Father to make this
unity perfect!
We thank Him for this. We also thank and honour the Holy Fathers of this First Ecumenical
Council who stood firm upon the experience of the Church and proclaimed this saving truth:
that in our Lord Jesus Christ, we find the true Man, the perfect model for every human, and
also the True God, the second Person of the Trinity. He is as we must ever keep on becoming.
Their teaching, their example and their prayers challenge and strengthen us to rise each time we
fall, and to keep pressing on to the high calling eloquently proclaimed by one of the greatest of
these Fathers, St. Athanasius of Alexandria, who wrote: “God became Man so that man might
become god”.

ﺃأﻟﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﻳﯾﺔ ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺢ
ﻓﻲ ﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﺍا ﺍاﻷﺣﺩد ﻧﻘﻳﯾﻡم ﺫذﻛﺭرﻯى ﻵﺑﺎء ﺍاﻟﻣﺟﻣﻊ ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻛﻭوﻧﻲ ﺍاﻷﻭوﻝل ﺍاﻟﺫذﻱي ﺍاﻧﻌﻘﺩد ﻓﻲ ﻧﻳﯾﻘﻳﯾﺔ ﻗﺭرﺏب
ﺍاﻟﻘﺳﻁطﻧﻁطﻳﯾﻧﻳﯾﺔ ﺍاﻟﺳﻧﺔ ﺍاﻟـ  ،٬325ﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﻭو ﺍاﻟﻣﺟﻣﻊ ﺍاﻟﺫذﻱي ﻭوﺿﻊ ﺍاﻟﻘﺳﻡم ﺍاﻷﻛﺑﺭر ﻣﻥن ﺩدﺳﺗﻭوﺭر
ﺍاﻹﻳﯾﻣﺎﻥن )ﺍاﻟﺑﺎﻗﻲ ﻭوﺿﻌﻪﮫ ﺍاﻟﻣﺟﻣﻊ ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻛﻭوﻧﻲ ﺍاﻟﺛﺎﻧﻲ ﻓﻲ ﺍاﻟﻘﺳﻁطﻧﻁطﻳﯾﻧﻳﯾّﺔ(.
ﺍاﻟﻣﺟﻣﻊ ﺍاﻟﻧﻳﯾﻘﺎﻭوﻱي ﺩدﻋﺎ ﺍاﻟﻳﯾﻪﮫ ﺍاﻻﻣﺑﺭرﺍاﻁطﻭوﺭر ﺍاﻟﻘﺩدﻳﯾﺱس ﻗﺳﻁطﻧﻁطﻳﯾﻥن ﺑﺳﺑﺏب ﻅظﻬﮭﻭوﺭر ﺑﺩدﻋﺔ ﺁآﺭرﻳﯾﻭوﺱس
ﺍاﻟﻘﺎﺋﻝل ﺍاﻥن ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺢ ﻣﺧﻠﻭوﻕق ﺍاﻭو ﺍاﻭوﻝل ﺍاﻟﻣﺧﻠﻭوﻗﺎﺕت .ﺍاﺟﺗﻣﻊ ﺃأﺳﺎﻗﻔﺔ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻡم ﻭوﺃأﻭوﺿﺣﻭوﺍا ﺍاﻥن
ﺍاﻟﺭرﺏب ﻳﯾﺳﻭوﻉع ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺢ ﻫﮬﮪھﻭو "ﺍاﺑﻥن ﷲ ﺍاﻟﻭوﺣﻳﯾﺩد ﺍاﻟﻣﻭوﻟﻭوﺩد ﻣﻥن ﺍاﻵﺏب ﻗﺑﻝل ﻛﻝل ﺍاﻟﺩدﻫﮬﮪھﻭوﺭر ﺇإﻟﺦ...".
ﺣﺭرﻡم ﺍاﻵﺑﺎء ﺁآﺭرﻳﯾﻭوﺱس ﻭوﺩدﺣﺿﻭوﺍا ﻓﻛﺭرﻩه ،٬ﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﺍا ﺁآﻟﻡم ﺍاﻟﻛﻧﻳﯾﺳﺔ ﻁطﻭوﺍاﻝل ﺍاﻟﻘﺭرﻥن ﺍاﻟﺭرﺍاﺑﻊ ﺣﺗﻰ ﺯزﺍاﻟﺕت
ﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﻩه ﺍاﻟﺑﺩدﻋﺔ ﻭوﺇإﻥنْ ﺗﻛﺭرّ ﺭرﺕت ﺑﺷﻛﻝل ﺍاﻭو ﺑﺂﺧﺭر ﻛﻣﺎ ﻋﻧﺩد ﺷﻬﮭﻭوﺩد ﻳﯾﻬﮭﻭوﻩه ﺍاﻟﺫذﻳﯾﻥن ﻫﮬﮪھﻡم ﺁآﺭرﻳﯾﻭوﺳﻳﯾﻭوﻥن.
ﺇإﺣﻳﯾـﺎ ًء ﻟﺫذﻛﺭرﻯى ﺍاﻟﻣﺟﻣﻊ ﺍاﻗﺗﻁطﻔـﺕت ﺍاﻟﻛﻧﻳﯾﺳﺔ ﺍاﻟﻳﯾﻭوﻡم ﻓﺻ ًﻼ ﻣـﻥن ﺃأﻋﻣﺎﻝل ﺍاﻟﺭرﺳـﻝل ﻭوﻓﻳﯾـﻪﮫ
ﺍاﻟﺣﺩدﻳﯾـﺙث ﻋـﻥن ﻋـﻭوﺩدﺓة ﺑـﻭوﻟـﺱس ﺍاﻟﺭرﺳـﻭوﻝل ﻣــﻥن ﺍاﻭوﺭرﺑـﺎ ﺍاﻟـﻰ ﺍاﻭوﺭرﺷـﻠﻳﯾـﻡم ،٬ﻭوﻗـﺎﻝل ﺍاﻟﻔـﺻﻝل ﺍاﻥن
ﺑـﻭوﻟﺱس ﻭوﻗﻑف ﻓﻲ ﺟﺯزﻳﯾﺭرﺓة ﻣﻳﯾﻠﻳﯾﺗﺱس ﻭوﺑﻌﺙث ﺍاﻟﻰ ﺃأﻓﺳﺱس ﻓﺎﺳﺗﺩدﻋﻰ ﺍاﻟﻳﯾﻪﮫ ﻗﺳﻭوﺳﻬﮭﺎ ﻟﻳﯾﻛﻠّﻣﻬﮭﻡم
ﻭوﻗﺎﻝل ﻟﻬﮭﻡم" :ﺍاﺣﺫذﺭرﻭوﺍا ﻷﻧﻔﺳﻛﻡم ﻭوﻟﺟﻣﻳﯾﻊ ﺍاﻟﺭرﻋﻳﯾﺔ ﺍاﻟﺗﻲ ﺃأﻗﺎﻣﻛﻡم ﺍاﻟﺭرﻭوﺡح ﺍاﻟﻘﺩدﺱس ﻓﻳﯾﻬﮭﺎ ﺃأﺳﺎﻗﻔﺔ
)ﺃأﻱي ﺭرﻗﺑﺎء(" ﻭوﻛﺎﻧﺕت ﺁآﻧﺫذﺍاﻙك ﻟﻔﻅظﺔ ﺃأﺳﻘﻑف ﻏﻳﯾﺭر ﻣﻧﺣﺻﺭرﺓة ﻓﻲ ﺍاﻟﻣﻁطﺭرﺍاﻥن ﻭو ُﺗﻁطﻠﻕق ﺍاﻳﯾﺿًﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍاﻟﻛﻬﮭﻧﺔ ،٬ﺛﻡم ﺃأﻛﻣﻝل ﺧﻁطﺎﺑﻪﮫ ﺑﻘﻭوﻟﻪﮫ" :ﻟﺗﺭرﻋﻭوﺍا
ﻛﻧﻳﯾﺳﺔ ﷲ ﺍاﻟﺗﻲ ﺍاﻗﺗﻧﺎﻫﮬﮪھﺎ ﺑﺩدﻣﻪﮫ".
ﻣﻥن ﻫﮬﮪھﻭو ﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﺍا ﺍاﻟﺫذﻱي ﺍاﻗﺗﻧﻰ ﺍاﻟﻛﻧﻳﯾﺳﺔ ﺑﺩدﻣﻪﮫ؟ ﻭوﺍاﺿﺢ ﺍاﻧﻪﮫ ﻳﯾﺳﻭوﻉع .ﻟﻐﻭوﻳﯾﺎ ﺍاﻟﺿﻣﻳﯾﺭر ﻫﮬﮪھﺎء ﻓﻲ ﻛﻠﻣﺔ "ﺑﺩدﻣﻪﮫ" ﺭرﺍاﺟﻊ ﺍاﻟﻰ ﷲ .ﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﺍا ﺇإﻗﺭرﺍاﺭر ﻭوﺍاﺿﺢ
ﺑﺄﻟﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﻳﯾّﺔ ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺢ.
ﻫﮬﮪھﻝل ﻭوﺍاﺿﺢ ﻋﻧﺩدﻙك ﻳﯾﺎ ﺃأﺧﻲ ﺍاﻥن ﻳﯾﺳﻭوﻉع ﻫﮬﮪھﻭو ﺍاﻟﺭرﺏب؟ ﺍاﻱي ﺍاﻧﻪﮫ ﺇإﻟﻪﮫ ﺃأﺯزﻟﻲّ ﻏﻳﯾﺭر ﻣﺧﻠﻭوﻕق ،٬ﺻﺎﺩدﺭر ﻋﻥن ﺍاﻹﻟﻪﮫ ﺍاﻵﺏب ﺍاﻷﺯزﻟﻲ .ﻫﮬﮪھﻝل ﺗﻔﻬﮭﻡم ﺑﻭوﺿﻭوﺡح
ﻗﻭوﻝل ﺇإﻧﺟﻳﯾﻝل ﻳﯾﻭوﺣﻧﺎ" :ﻭوﻛﺎﻥن ﺍاﻟﻛﻠﻣﺔ ﷲ" ) .(1:1ﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﺍا ﺍاﻟﻣﻭوﻟﻭوﺩد ﻣﻥن ﻣﺭرﻳﯾﻡم ﺑﺎﻟﺟﺳﺩد ﺧﺎﻟﻕق ﻣﺭرﻳﯾﻡم .ﻫﮬﮪھﻭو ﻟﻳﯾﺱس ﻣﺟﺭرّ ﺩد ﺑﺷﺭر .ﺍاﻹﻟﻪﮫ ﺍاﺗﺣﺩد
ﺑﺎﻟﺑﺷﺭر ﻓﻲ ﺳﺭرّ ﺍاﻟﺗﺟﺳّﺩد ﺍاﻹﻟﻬﮭﻲ .ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺢ ﺇإﻟﻪﮫ ﻛﺎﻣﻝل ﻭوﺇإﻧﺳﺎﻥن ﻛﺎﻣﻝل .ﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﻩه ﻫﮬﮪھﻲ ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺣﻳﯾّﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺟﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﺭرﻫﮬﮪھﺎ .ﻧﺣﻥن ﻧﺅؤﻣﻥن ﺍاﻥن ﷲ ﻳﯾﺧﻠّﺹص
ﺍاﻹﻧﺳﺎﻥن ﻭوﺍاﻥن ﺍاﻹﻧﺳﺎﻥن ﻻ ﻳﯾﻔﺩدﻱي ﺍاﻹﻧﺳﺎﻥن .ﻟﻭو ﻛﺎﻥن ﻳﯾﺳﻭوﻉع ﻣﺟﺭرّ ﺩد ﺑﺷﺭر ﻟ ُﻛ ّﻧﺎ ﺑﺎﻗﻳﯾﻥن ﻓﻲ ﺧﻁطﺎﻳﯾﺎﻧﺎ .ﻭوﻟﻛﻥن ﻟﻛﻭوﻧﻪﮫ ﺇإﻟﻬﮭًﺎ ﺃأﻧﻘﺫذﻧﺎ ﻣﻥن ﺧﻁطﺎﻳﯾﺎﻧﺎ
ﻋﻧﺩد ﺻﻠﺑﻪﮫ ﻭوﻓﻲ ﻗﻳﯾﺎﻣﺗﻪﮫ.
ﻛﺫذﻟﻙك ﺍاﻗﺗـﻁطﻔﺕت ﺍاﻟﻛﻧﻳﯾـﺳﺔ ﺍاﻟﻣﻘـ ّﺩدﺳﺔ ﺍاﻟﻘﺭرﺍاءﺓة ﺍاﻹﻧـﺟﻳﯾـﻠﻳﯾّـﺔ ﻣـﻥن ﻳﯾـﻭوﺣﻧﺎ ،٬ﻣـﻥن ﻫﮬﮪھـﺫذﺍا ﺍاﻟﻔـﺻﻝل ﺍاﻟﻣﻌـﺭرﻭوﻑف ﺑﺻﻼﺓة ﺍاﻟﻛﺎﻫﮬﮪھﻥن ﺍاﻟﻌﻅظﻳﯾﻡم )ﺍاﻱي
ﺍاﻟﺳﻳﯾّﺩد( ﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﻭو ﺑﺩدﻭوﺭرﻩه ﺟﺯزء ﻣﻥن ﺧﻁطﺑﺔ ﺍاﻟﻭوﺩدﺍاﻉع ﺍاﻟﺗﻲ ﻧﻘﺭرﺃأﻫﮬﮪھﺎ ﺇإﻧﺟﻳﯾﻼً ﺃأﻭوﻝل ﻣﺳﺎء ﺍاﻟﺧﻣﻳﯾﺱس ﺍاﻟﻌﻅظﻳﯾﻡم.
ﻫﮬﮪھﻧﺎ ﻳﯾﻌﺭرّ ﻑف ﻳﯾﻭوﺣﻧﺎ ﺍاﻟﺑﺷﻳﯾﺭر ﺍاﻟﺣﻳﯾﺎﺓة ﺍاﻷﺑﺩدﻳﯾّﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺃأﻧﻬﮭﺎ ﻣﻌﺭرﻓﺔ ﺍاﻹﻟﻪﮫ ﺍاﻟﺣﻘﻳﯾﻘﻲ ﻭوﺍاﻟﺫذﻱي ﺃأﺭرﺳﻠﻪﮫ ﻳﯾﺳﻭوﻉع ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺢ .ﻻ ﻳﯾﻣﻛﻥن ﺍاﻥن ﺗﻛﻭوﻥن ﺍاﻟﺣﻳﯾﺎﺓة
ﺍاﻷﺑﺩدﻳﯾﺔ ﻣﻌﺭرﻓﺔ ﺷﺧﺹص ﻣﻥن ﺍاﻟﺑﺷﺭر ﻷﻥن ﻣﻥن ﻛﺎﻥن ﺑﺷﺭرً ﺍا ﻓﻘﻁط ﺃأﻱي ﻣﺧﻠﻭوﻗﺎ ﻳﯾﻣﻭوﺕت ﻛﻳﯾﻑف ﻳﯾﻌﻁطﻲ ﺣﻳﯾﺎﺓة ﺃأﺑﺩدﻳﯾّﺔ ،٬ﻻ ﺗﻧﻘﻁطﻊ .ﺛﻡم ﻳﯾﻘﻭوﻝل:
ﺕت ﺑﺎﻟﻣﺟﺩد ﺍاﻟﺫذﻱي ﻛﺎﻥن ﻟﻲ ﻋﻧﺩدﻙك ﻗﺑﻝل ﻛﻭوﻥن ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻡم" .ﻣﻌﻧﻰ ﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﺍا ﺃأﻥن ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺢ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺟﺩدﻩه ﻛﺎﻥن ﻗﺎﺋﻣﺎ ﻣﻊ ﺍاﻵﺏب ﻗﺑﻝل ﺧﻠﻕق
"ﻣﺟّ ْﺩدﻧﻲ ﺃأﻧﺕت ﻳﯾﺎ ﺃأﺑ ِ
ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻟﻡم ﺍاﻱي ﺍاﻧﻪﮫ ﺃأﺯزﻟﻲّ .
ُ
ﺧﺭرﺟﺕت" ﻻ ُﺗﻁطﻠﻕق ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍاﻧﺳﺎﻥن ،٬ﻓﺎﻹﻧﺳﺎﻥن ﻣﺧﻠﻭوﻕق ﻣﻥن ﷲ ﻻ ﺧﺎﺭرﺝج ﻣﻥن ﷲ .ﺍاﻟﺧﺎﺭرﺝج ﻣﻥن ﷲ ﻣﻥن ﻛﺎﻥن ﻓﻲ
ﺛﻡم ﻋﺑﺎﺭرﺓة" :ﺍاﻧﻲ ﻣﻧﻙك
ﺫذﺍاﺕت ﷲ.
ﻣﺎ ﺟﺎء ﺑﻪﮫ ﺍاﻟﻣﺟﻣﻊ ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻛﻭوﻧﻲ ﺍاﻷﻭوﻝل ﻋﻥن ﺃأﻟﻭوﻫﮬﮪھﻳﯾّﺔ ﺍاﻟﻣﺳﻳﯾﺢ ﻣﺳﺗﻧِﺩد ﺍاﻟﻰ ﻫﮬﮪھﺫذﻩه ﺍاﻷﻗﻭوﺍاﻝل ﻣﻥن ﻳﯾﻭوﺣﻧﺎ ﻭوﻣﻥن ﻏﻳﯾﺭرﻩه ﻣﻥن ﺍاﻹﻧﺟﻳﯾﻠﻳﯾﻳﯾﻥن.
ﺟﺎﻭوﺭرﺟﻳﯾﻭوﺱس ﻣﻁطﺭرﺍاﻥن ﺟﺑﻳﯾﻝل ﻭوﺍاﻟﺑﺗﺭرﻭوﻥن ﻭوﻣﺎ ﻳﯾﻠﻳﯾﻬﮭﻣﺎ
Sunday before Pentecost Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
We have heard in the Acts of the Apostles how, as the Feast of
Pentecost was approaching, Paul the Apostle had started on his
journey to Jerusalem to be there together with all those who on
that very day received the Holy Spirit. Of all of them he was the
only one who had not been present in the High Room where the
event took place. And yet, God had given him a true, a perfect
conversion of heart, and of mind and of life, and had given him
freely the gift of the Holy Spirit in response to his total, ultimate
gift of self to Him, the God Whom he did not know but Whom he
worshipped.

We also are on our way to the day of Pentecost, next week we will keep this event. When Paul
was on his way, he thought of what had happened to himself in the solitude of his journey from
Jerusalem to Damascus and in the gift of the Spirit mediated to him by Ananias. And we also,
each of us singly and all of us together should reflect on all that God has given us. He has given
us existence and breathed life into us, - not only the life of the body, but a life that makes us
akin to Him, His life. He has given us to know Him, the Living God, and He has given us to
meet, in the Gospel and in life, His Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In Baptism, in
the Anointment with Holy Chrism, in Communion to the Body and Blood of Christ, in the
mysterious, silent communion of prayer, in the moments when God Himself came near,
although we were not thinking of Him, He has given us so much.
Let us reflect on all that is given us, asking ourselves whether we are truly disciples of Christ.
We know from Saint Paul what it means to be a disciple: he said that for him, to live is Christ,
to die will be a gain, because as long as he is in the flesh he is separated from Christ, Christ
Whom he loves, Christ Who has become everything to his life, not only in time but for all
eternity. And yet, says he, he is prepared to live, not to die, because his presence on earth is
necessary to others. This is the measure of communion he had with Christ. And this is shown
so movingly in a parallel between a small phrase in the Acts of the Apostles and in the Gospel:
both the Lord Jesus Christ and His disciple say that they are now going back to the Father, that
the time of their departure has come. His life in Christ had culminated in such identification
with what Christ stood for, and beyond that with what Christ was, that whatever was applicable
to Christ became applicable to him. Indeed, for him to live was Christ, and he longed for his
death, but he had learned from God something more than this longing for freedom, for
communion with the God Whom he adored and served so faithfully, - he had learned that to
give is a greater joy than to receive.
The saints had heard Christ say, 'No one has greater love that he who gives his life for his
friends'. Paul, the other apostles, and innumerable saints after them gave their lives, shed their
lives day after day forgetting themselves, rejecting every thought, every concern about
themselves, having thought only for those who needed God, who needed the word of truth, who
needed love divine. They lived for others, they gave as generously as they had received.
We also are called to learn the joy, the exhilarating, the wonderful joy of giving, of turning
away from ourselves to be free to give, and of giving on all levels, the smallest things and the
greatest things. And this can be taught us only by the power of the Holy Spirit that unites us to
Christ, makes us into one body with Him, a body of people, bound with each other in their total
togetherness, one with the God who is our unity.
Let us think of all we have received from God and ask ourselves: what can we give first to Him
so that He can rejoice in us, so that He can know that He has not lived and died in vain. And
what can we give to all those who surround us, beginning with the smallest, the humblest gifts
to those closest to us and ending with giving all we can to those who need more. And then truly
Pentecost will come as a gift of life, a gift that unites us, welds us into one body capable of
being to others a vision on earth of the Kingdom, but also a source of life and of joy, so that
truly our joy, and the joy of all those whom we meet should be fulfilled. Amen.

Diamond Jubilee
St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church
5200 Diamond Heights Boulevard, San Francisco, California 94131

Celebrating 75 years – 1938 – 2013
Honoring our past, embracing our present and looking forward to our future

August 19, 1938 – A church building at the corner of Gough and Green Streets is purchased. The pioneers and builders
of our first St. Nicholas Church paid a total of $13,191.16 for the church, the remodeling and refurbishing, a sizeable
sum considering that the weekly collection and candles was less than $18.00 a week.

Save the Date
October 25 – 27, 2013
75th Anniversary Celebration
Your Church needs you!!!!
Your pictures
Your memorabilia
Your favorite stories

Your help on a committee

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.
San Francisco, CA 94131
Come visit us for
Weddings, Baptisms, Birthdays,
Anniversaries and All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at
(415) 648-5200.
Make memories for a lifetime!

