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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is
Risen!

Al Maseeh Qam! Haqan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!

المسيح قام! حقا قام
كل عام وأنتم بخير
Sunday, May 4th, 2014
40 days Memorial Service for His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP
of Thrice memory
Offered by the entire Archdiocese, St. Nicholas Parish
and the Saliba and Malouf Families. May his blessed memory be eternal!
Epistle: Acts: 1:1-8 In the first book, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,
until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his passion by any proofs, appearing to them
during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me, for John
baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit." So when they had come
together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom of Israel?" He said to them, "It is not
for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria and to the end of the earth."

ُ
أنشأت الكلم االول يا ثاوفيـلس في جميع االمور التي ابتدأ يسوع يعمـلها ويعلّـم بها الى اليـوم الذي
الرسالة :أعمال الرسل  11-1:1إني قد
الرسل الذين اصطفاهم ،الذين اراهم ايضً ا نف َسه حيًّا بعد تألمـه ببراهين كثيرة وهـو يتراءى لهم
صعد فيه من بعد ان اوصى بالروح القدس
َ
مـدة اربعـين يو ًما ويكلمهم بما يختص بملكوت الـلـه .وفيما هو مجتمع معـهم اوصاهم أن ال تبرحوا من اورشليم بل انتظـروا موعد اآلب الذي
سمعتمـوه مني ،فإن يوحنا ع ّمـد بالـماء واما انتم فستع َّمدون بالروح القدس ال بعد هذه االيام بكثير .فسألـه الـمجتمعون قائلين :يا رب أفي هذا
الزمان تر ّد الـمـ ْـلـك الى اسرائيل؟ فقال لهم :ليس لكم ان تعرفوا االزمنـة او االوقات التي جعلها اآلب في سلطانـه لكنكم ستنـالون قـوة بحلول
الروح القدس عليكم ،وتكونون لي شهودًا في اورشليم وفي جميع اليهـودية والسامرة والى أقصى االرض.
Gospel: John 1:1-17 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made .
that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony,
to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness
to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world was made through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people
received him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him, and cried, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after
me ranks before me, for he was before me.'") And from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace.
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
اإلنجيل :يوحنا :1في البدء كان الكلمة ،والكلمة كان عند الـله وإلهًا كان الكلمة ،هذا كان في البدء عند الـلـه .كلٌّ بـه كان ،وبغيره لم يكـن شي ٌء
كون .به كانت الحياة والحياة كانت نور الناس ،والنور في الظـلمة يضيء والظلمة لم تدركه .كان انسان مر َسل من هللا اسمه يوحنا .هذا
مما ِّ
ت
جاء لـلشهادة ليشهد للنـور ،لكي يـؤمـِنَ الكلُّ بواسطته .لم يكـن هو النـور بل كان ليشهد لـلنـور .كان النـو ُر الحقيقي الذي ينيـر كل انسان آ ٍ
كـون ،والعالم لـم يعرفه .الى خاصته اتى وخاصته لم تقبله ،فأمـا كل الـذين قبـلوه فأعطاهم سلطانـًا ان
الى العالـم .فـي العالم كان ،والعالم بـه ِّ
يكـونوا اوالدًا هلل الـذين يـؤمنـون باسمه ،الذين ال من دم وال من مشيئـة لحم وال من مشيئة رجل لكن من الـله ُولـِدوا .والكلمة صار جسدًا
ُ
قـلت عنـه إن الذي يأتي
وحـ َّل فينا (وقد أبصرْ نا مجده مج َد وحي ٍد من اآلب) مملـو ًءا نعـمة وحقًـا .ويوحنـا شهد له وصرخ قائلً :هذا هـو الذي
بعدي صار قبلـي النـه متقـدِّمي ،ومـن ِملئه نحـن ُكلنـا اخذنـا ونعمةً عوض نعم ٍة ،الن النامـوس بموسى أُعطي ،وأما النعمة والحق فبيسوع
الـمسيـح حصل.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and to those in the tombs bestowing
life.
They who were with Mary came before the dawn, found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher, and
?heard the angels say unto them, Why seek ye him as man with the dead, who dwells in light eternal
Behold the grave wrappings; make haste and declare to the world that the Lord is risen, and hath caused
death to die; for he is the Son of God, the Savior of mankind.
Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades' power, and You rose the victor, Christ
God, saying to the myrrh-bearing women, "Hail!" and granting peace to Your disciples, You who raise up
the fallen.
As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia.

المسيح قام من بين األموات ،ووطئ الموت بالموت ،ووهب الحياة للذين في القبور.
ُ
ً
الحجر م َدحْ رجا ً عن القبر وس ِم ْعنَ الملكَ قائل َّ
الصبح اللواتي َّ
لهن .لِ َم تطل ْبنَ الذي هو في الضو ِء
ت
كن مع مريم فوج ْدنَ
َ
َ
سبق ِ
ْ
ّ
واكرزنَ في العالم َّ
ّب قد قا َم وأماتَ الموت ألنهُ ُ
ابن هللا المخلصُ
اسر ْعنَ
بأن الر َ
ِ
األزلي مع الموتى كإنسان .انظرْ نَ لفائفَ األكفان و ِ
جنس البشر.
َ
ولئن كنت نزلت الى قبر يا من ال يموت اال أنك درست قوة الجحيم وقمت غالبا ايها المسيح االله .وللنسوة الحاملت الطيب قلت
افرحن ،واهبا لرسلك السلم يا مانح الواقعين القيام.

Altar Candles & Coffee Hour قناديل الهيكل
 Rossete Saba and family in memory of George Nicola Saba (Son) and Nicola George Saba (Husband).
May their memories be eternal!
Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable St. Nicholas Church in the amount of $25.00 or more.




Sunday, April 20th, Holy Bread of Oblation will be offered by:
Hayat Shiheiber and family in memory of Ibrahim and Amanda Shiheiber; and Michel, Emile, Sousou,
Georgette and Maisa Khoury. May their memories be eternal!
Diana Batshon and family in memory of Michael Batshon in remembrance of his birthday on April 18th. May
his memory be eternal!

HOLY THURSDAY BREAKFAST
Thank you to Andoni & Rula Tannous for donating the breakfast on
Holy Thursday for the good health of their children: Speero & Natalie Tannous.
Thank you to all the Ladies and families who contributed in making our
Bake Sale very successful by baking, donating items, helping in every way.
As well as purchasing our sweets. May God Bless you all!
Thank you to Maurice and Najwa Kari for donating the flowers for
Good Friday and to decorate the Bier of Christ
For the good health of their children: Esam, Jenin, Sereena, and Norana.

Good Friday Soup and Bagels
Subdeacon Michel Khoury & Leila Paolino are donating & preparing the Soup,
Toasted Bagels and coffee after the Lamentation Service for the good health of their
families. Donations will be accepted.
Thank you to Nadim and Basma Howell for sending donation to sponsor
Luncheon for the Ladies month in March.

St. Nicholas Basketball Teams Schedule 2014
Our St. Nicholas Basketball teams are part of the Orthodox Youth Athletic Association.

Sunday, April 20th – No Games, Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 27th
@ Annunciation 2:00 Adult A
St. Gregory
St. Nicholas SF
4:00 Adult B
St. Nicholas 1 SF
Annunciation 2
5:00 Adult B
St. Nicholas 2 SF
Annunciation 1
PASCHA (EASTER) BREAKFAST ITEMS NEEDED
As our custom, the Family of St. Nicholas Parish enjoys breaking the Fast together on the dawn of the
Resurrection day. All the parishioners of St. Nicholas will have their breakfast together in celebration
of the feast of the Resurrection of our Lord. Call church office if you would like to donate these items
or money toward purchasing these items:
Feta Cheese
Cheese
Labneh
Olives
Ham
Orange Juice
Turkey
Pickles
Fruits
Napkins
Pita Bread
Tahini
Milk
Foam Cups
Olive Oil
Eggs
Sausage
Bacon
Potato
Coffee
Pancakes
Knives
Forks

Vigil at the Tomb of Christ
As is the tradition every year after Good Friday service, the teens and young adults (in their 20s
and 30s) will hold a Vigil at the Tomb of Christ. We will dye Easter Eggs together after the
Vigil. Teens and young adults should plan on staying late and may bring a change of clothes if
they wish. Please spread the word to all teens and young adults!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Agape Service -  & صالة الباعوثChildren’s Eggs Hunt
Sunday, April 20th at 12:00 PM Agape (Vesper) Service
Easter Sunday at 12:00 PM, there will be an Agape vespers and the readings of the
Gospel of the Resurrection proclaimed to the four corners of the earth in the languages
of all mankind. Following the Service we will have the Easter Egg Hunt donated by
Almaza Tannous, Mike Tannous, Hani Tannous, Gihan Cosentino, Christine
Jekelian and their families in memory of Josef & Margarit Hanhan, Charles
Tannous and Asal Tannous. Also by Almaza Tannous for the good health of her
children Mike, Hani, Gihan, Christine and their families.
Again this year, according to Margo’s wishes, a “GOLDEN EASTER EGG” and a host of eggs will be
donated, which will add to the excitement of the Feast.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2014 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES GREAT AND HOLY WEEK OF OUR LORD’S PASSION AND
HIS GLORIOUS RESURRECTION
Holy and Great Thursday, April 17th
Matins with 12 Passion Gospels 7:00 PM
Holy and Great Good Friday, April 18th
The Royal Hours & Vespers Service
At 11:00 AM
Matins with the Lamentations at the Tomb
at 7:00 PM

Holy and Great Saturday, April 19th
Starting Service
10:00 PM
Rush Hour
10:30 PM
Divine Liturgy
11:30 PM
Followed by breakfast
Holy and Great Sunday, April 20th
Vespers
12:00 PM
Easter Egg Hunt after service

EASTER SERMON
Saint Paul in one of his Epistles says that if Christ is not risen we are the most miserable of all men... And, indeed, if
he was not risen we would be, because then all our faith, all that we call our spiritual experience, all the life we build
on it would have been nothing but a delusion or a lie, a hallucination. But we are the most happy of all men because
Christ is risen. This not only hundreds and thousands, but millions know from a direct, personal experience. Many
could say: God exists because I have met him, Christ is risen because I have met the risen Christ. And not only in
spirit but also in the flesh; because we have the witness of the Apostles, simple men who had run away from
Calvary, knowing - as they thought - that Christ was defeated when he was taken down from the Cross and buried,
knowing that everything they hoped for had come to an end. And yet, they are the witnesses of the Resurrection,
unprepared, hesitant, and then exulting in the joy of the truth which was revealed to them; exulting because the
women came in the morning to anoint Christ, and they saw that his body was no longer there. John and Peter came
after them, and the tomb was empty. And when they came to the other disciples, asking themselves questions,
doubting, hesitating - Christ came to them, and he himself said to them: Fear not! I am not a ghost, I am not a
disincarnate vision; a ghost has no flesh and no bones as you can see that I have! And he ate with them, he spoke to
them, they touched him! And indeed, St John says in his Epistle that what the Apostles proclaim is what their eyes
have seen, their ears heard, their hands touched, and that they are speaking the truth. Yes, Christ is risen, risen not as
a ghost, not as a spiritual presence but as a living God with his body, the body of the Incarnation. And indeed, if we
truly believe that the Lord Jesus Christ was God himself become man for the salvation of the world, then, what is
beyond our imagination is that he, who is life itself, could die; and the thing which is obvious and simple is that Life
Eternal should break the fetters of death, conquer death, and that he should rise, in the body, in the flesh, as a
promise to us; because uniting himself to human flesh he has shown us that man is so vast and so deep that he can be
at one with God, united with God; that, indeed, a human being is complete only if he is in oneness with God, when
he is a partaker of the divine nature, to use the words of St Peter's Epistle. The Resurrection is a revelation of the
mercy of God, of the power of God, of the love of God... but also of the greatness of man. Death has no fear for us;
it has become a gate into eternity, and we know that the day will come when the voice of him who has brought into
being all things, the voice of him who is our Saviour will resound, and we will all stand before God, clothed with
eternity, but in a flesh that has become part of this eternity. Let us believe the word of God, let us conquer our
doubts and hesitations by listening to God himself speaking to us, and let us respond to the word of God and to the
event of the Resurrection with faith and gratitude! Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!

Good Friday Flowers $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet

الزهور لتزيين نعش المسيح يوم الجمعة العظيمة
Name:________________________________________________________ األسم
Phone number:_________________________________________________ رقم التلفون
Donation Amount ($):____________________________________________المبلغ
Message:______________________________________________________________
Mail or email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with your name &
write a memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your cooperation. You can send it by
email (Mail Payment) or mail.

Special Thank You: Fr. George and the
members of the parish counsel of St.
Nicholas Orthodox Church would like to
express
their
gratitude
and
appreciation to all of you who helped
during this Great Lenten season by
donating: food, money, wine, oblation’s
bread, labor time, chanting, ushering,
donating the egg hunt prizes, cleaning
our beautiful Church …etc!
May the Resurrected Lord bless you all, along with your families!

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Al Maseeh Qam! Haqan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!

المسيح قام! حقا قام
كل عام وأنتم بخير

The Lord’s Pascha
The Radiant Resurrection of Christ
"This is the Day that the Lord has made. We will rejoice

and be glad in it!”
What is it about this day that makes it so very special to
millions of people around the globe? Why do people keep
saying: “Christ is risen!” and responding “He is risen indeed!”
with such conviction and joy almost two thousand years after
this event?
Some will answer that it is their tradition to do so. This
answer is not a bad one. Tradition helps us find meaning and
order in life and when one is fortified by such a sense of
meaning, it has been possible to survive (and even thrive) in
the most trying of circumstances. Even death has been faced
with courage and serenity by those so grounded in a sense of
the significance – immediate and transcendent – of their lives
and relationships.
There is, however, a dark side to tradition. Not only are there traditions that were best left
behind, but even good and benevolent traditions can sometimes have the result of shutting out
and alienating from each other people whose traditions differ from each other. An authentic
celebration of the Lord’s Pascha (the word comes from the Hebrew “Pesach” which means
“Passover”) helps us realize that His passing over from death to life, as the first of “those who
have fallen asleep” (I Corinthians 15:20), is a crucial and decisive victory against hostility and
alienation.
What is the ultimate weapon brandished by those who would promote hostility and tyranny? Is it
not the threat of death? What is it that seems to bring the ultimate separation and alienation even
between people who love each other? Is it not death?
And what is the enemy that Christ has overthrown by embracing him upon the Cross with His
last breath? Is it not death? And is that victory not manifest in His glorious and shocking - even
to His family and followers – resurrection and sojourn among them, not only as an invisible
Presence, but as a concrete historical Person? So what is so special about this day? It is this
sense of hope, of joy, of the sort of triumph which ultimately makes every loser a winner. It is
this conviction that all will finally come out right in the end – and that in fact what appears to be
the end is truly no end, but a beginning. That life is continually only beginning for everyone - for
the Tomb is empty.
This is Jesus’ ultimate gift and call to all His human brothers and sisters: the light shining from
an empty Tomb. Because He lives – we live.
Let us then, brothers and sisters, live as people of life, hope, love and joy. How shall we live as
such people? Together, with Him in our midst, holding on to each other – we shall find the way,
day by day, moment by moment. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

By (V. Rev. Ihor Kutash )

Maher Aljada Hair Salon
753-Kains Ave. Mills Park Shopping Center San Bruno CA 94066
(415) 424-5353

5200 Diamond Heights Blvd.
San Francisco, CA 94131

Come visit us for Weddings, Baptisms,
Birthdays, Anniversaries & All Other Occasions
We are located in the heart of San Francisco
Please call us to make an appointment at (415) 648-5200.

