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Proto-martyr Thekla, equal-to-the-Apostles
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THE EPISTLE: The Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (3:10-15)
Timothy, my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my
patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, my sufferings, what befell me at Antioch, at
Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet from them all, the Lord rescued
me. Indeed, all, who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men
and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, continue in
what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how
es
from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to instruct you
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
١٥-١٠ :٣  تيوىثبوس٢ :الشسبلة
 ٍٗبٍٜ ٗآالٜ ٗاضطٖبدار،ٛ ٗصجشٜ ٍٗحجّزٜ ٗأّبرَّٜبٝ ٗإٛ ٗقصذٜشرٞ ٗعَٜٞذَ رؼيٝ إّّل قذ اعزقش،َ٘ثبٗطٞ رٛب ٗىذٝ
ش٘اٞؼٝ ُذُٗ أٝشٝ ِٝغ اىزَٞ ٗج،ؼٖبَٞ اىشةّ ٍِ جّّٜخ اضطٖبداد احزَيذ ٗقذ أّقزٝ ٗأ،خ ٗىغزشحّٞ٘قٝخ ٗإٞ أّطبمٜ فْٜأصبث
ّ ُٗضدادٞ أ ٍّب األششاس ٗاىَ ُغَُ٘ٗ ٍِ اىْبط ف.ُُٗضطَٖذٝ غ٘عٝ حٞ اىَغٜ فٙ٘ثبىزق
 ٍبٚ فبعزَ ّش أّذ ػي.ِّٞضي
َ ٍُ ٗ ِّٞششا ٍُضي
َُبَٝب ىيخالص ثبإلّٞشك حنٞ أُ رصّٚخ رؼشف اىنزت اىَق ّذعخ اىقبدسح ػيٞ ٗإّّل ٍْز اىطف٘ى. َقْذ ثٔ ػبىَب ٍ َِّ رؼيَّذٝرؼيَّزٔ ٗأ
.حٞغ٘ع اىَغٞث
th

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (5:1-11)
At that time, Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And He saw two boats by the lake; but
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats,
which was Simon’s, Jesus asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught
the people from the boat. And when Jesus had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into
the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night
and took nothing! But at Thy word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they
enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in
the other boat to come and help them.

And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it,
he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he was
astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish, which they had taken; and so also were
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do
not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to
land, they left everything and followed Him.
١١-١ :٥  لىقب:اإلنجيل
ُّٗبدٞشح ٗقذ اّحذس ٍْٖب اىصِٞ ػْذ شبطئ اىجحِٞ ٗاقفزْٞزٞ عفٙ سأ،غبسدْٞشح جٞغ٘ع ٗاقف ػْذ ثحٝ َبٞ رىل اىضٍبُ فٜف
 ٗى َّب فشؽ.ْخٞؼيٌّ اىجَ٘ع ٍِ اىغفٝ  ٗجيظ،ّال ػِ اىجَشٞزجبػذ قيٝ ُ ٗعأىٔ أ،ُِ ٗمبّذ ىغَؼبْٞزٞ اىغفٙ فذخو إحذ.غغيُ٘ اىشجبكٝ
،ئبٞو مئّ ٗىٌ ُّصت شٞب ٍؼيٌّ إّّب قذ رؼجْب اىيٝ :ٔ فأجبة عَؼبُ ٗقبه ى.ذٞ اىؼَق ٗاىقُ٘ا شجبمنٌ ىيصٚ رَقَ َّذ ًْ إى:ٍُِ اىنالً قبه ىغَؼب
ْخٞ اىغفٜ ششمبئٌٖ فٚ فأشبسٗا إى.ٌٖ رخشّقذ شجنزّٚشا حزٞئب مثٞ في َّب فؼي٘ا رىل احزبصٗا ٍِ اىغَل ش. اىشجنخٜٗىنـِ ثنيَزل أُىق
:غ٘ع قبئالٝ ٜ رىل عَؼبُ ثطشط خ ّش ػْذ سمجزٙ في َّب سأ.ُ مبدرب رغشقبِّٚ حزْٞزٞ فأر٘ا ٍٗألٗا اىغف.ٌّٕ٘ٗؼبٝٗ أر٘اٝ ُ أٙاألخش
ّ ، سجو خبطئّّٜب سةّ فئٝ ّْٜاخشُجْ ػ
٘حّْب اثْبٝٗ ؼق٘ةٝ  ٗمزىل،ٓ٘ أصبثٛذ اىغَل اىزٞألُ االّزٕبه اػزشآ ٕ٘ ٗم ّو ٍِ ٍؼٔ ىص
ْ
 اىجَ ّشِٚ إىْٞزٞ في َّب ثيغ٘ا ثبىغف.ُ رنُ٘ صبئذا ىيْبطٟرخف فئّّل ٍِ ا
 ال:ُغ٘ع ىغَؼبٝ  فقبه.ُِ ىغَؼبٞقٞ اىيزاُ مبّب سفٙصثذ
.ٓ٘ء ٗرجؼٜرشم٘ا م ّو ش
Altar Candle Offering:
 By St. Nicholas Church for the good health and speedy recovery of Nadim Howell and John
Siner. Many years!
 In loving memory of Khalil and Asal Tannous, Joseph and Margaret Hanhan. Also for the
continued good health of Almaz Tannous and all the Tannous family.
 Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable to St. Nicholas Church in the
amount of $25.00 or more. Thank you!
SAVE THE DATE:

 September 30th & October 1st: St. Nicholas Church Annual Food Festival. Food, Dancing,
Hookah, Raffle to win a CAR! A lot of items are needed for our festival. We would appreciate your
generosity to donate and help us with purchases. Thank you for your continuous support.
We need your help: Preparations for the Annual Church Food Festival have begun. We need all the
help we can get so we can make it as successful as possible. We will be starting at 9:00 am during all
these days. Everybody is welcome. If you have any questions, please contact Khourye Eman
Baalbaki or Gladys Maalouf. We will be making:
 September 27th, 28th, 29th: Grape leaves, stuffed zucchini, & eggplant.
 September 30th, & October 1st: FESTIVAL DAYS. We will need help from everybody for all
preparations and festival activities.

 October 8th: TEEN SOYO meeting. Directly after Sunday Church service.
 October 15th: YOUNG ADULTS meeting. Directly after Sunday Church service.
 October 22nd: TEEN SOYO meeting. Directly after Sunday Church service.
 October 22nd, 2017 @ 5:00 pm. St. Nicholas proudly presents: A Ballroom Dance Show: Our

first Ballroom Dance Show on October 22nd including: dinner, DJ, raffle, and contest by HAT. So
ladies get out your best HAT and let’s have some fun. Donation: $50.00
For further information please contact Gladys Maalouf @ 415-832-0316.

CHURCH FOOD FESTIVALS:

 St. John the Evangelist (Orinda, Fr. Nicholas Borzghol): September 23rd & 24th
 St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, Fr. George Baalbaki): September 30th & October 1st
Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh GOSPEL READING
The Gospel is read in the church at every service, at every service we are standing around this
word of God and we always think that that makes us God’s own people. And yet a great deal
more is required of us if we wish to be this people of God and the people who can claim that
that divine word belongs to it. The Bible was born in a human community, the Gospel was
born within the Church. Both the community of Israel and the Church of God were there
before Scriptures were elaborated. It is from within this community that knowledge of God,
love of God, vision of His greatness, vision of His incredible beauty, vision also of the
condition and destiny of the becoming and the vocation of man sprang. It is the community
that brings forth a witness of something which is known to it, which is its life, which is its
love and its joy. The people of the Bible are not the people who read it, are not the people who
keep it faithfully in their hands and proclaim it. The true people of God, the true people of the
Bible, the true people of the Gospel should be such a community that could write the Holy
Book, proclaim it within its experience, bring it forth, give birth to it. Short of being such a
community we do not truly belong either to the Gospel or to the people of God.
Often we console ourselves thinking that we are the worshipping community where the word
of God is declared, where it is preached, the community that somehow aims at living the
word. And yet when we look around we see that what is made manifest gives the lie to our
claim. If we were the community which from within, from the depth of its own experience had
brought forth the divine word, those who hear us repeat it, proclaim and preach it would have
a double revelation: on one hand of the thing declared, on the other hand the fact that these
things have become flesh and blood, that they have become reality of human life and the
community which would preach the divine word would be a proof that this divine word is
true.
Is that what we see? Can we say that the community which we are, small or big, is a
community which in itself is a proof of the message which we bring, the good news that
Christ brought into the world? Is it not still true and perhaps more now than it was in the early
days, that the word of God is mocked and reviled because of us? Here is the rebirth to which
we are called. We have a Book which has been brought forth from the very depth of human
experience of God, a Book in which God indeed speaks through a community that could
witness the truth of the word. We must become again such a community, we must learn to live
according to God’s own word, to the revelation of His will; we must learn to be such people
whose life coincides with the word of the Gospel.
As long as the Gospel remains a law outside us, as long as the Gospel is the divine will
different or opposed to our will – we are not the community of the Gospel; we are aiming at
becoming it, perhaps, at best, but we are not yet a community capable of revealing the good
news to the word. Christ said that the word He has preached is not an arbitrary command of
God, it is the revelation of what true humanity is, it is a revelation to us and to others of how a
truly human being should feel and think and will and live. As long as we do not feel that way

and think that way and live that way – it is not that we are disobeying God’s law, it is not that
we are destroying our true self, we are not human in a true sense, in the vocational sense of
this word. And so the renewal of the Church begins within each of us. The reform of the
church when it touches ways of praying, when it affects outer constitution is not a return to the
sources. There is only one well of light of which streams the water of eternal life – it is the
Gospel itself which is a revelation to each and all of us of what human being is and what
human relationships are.
Let us then take earnestly this witness of the Gospel, realising that when the judgment comes
it is not God with a law, different or alien from us, who will judge us. We will see what we
should have been, what we might have been and what we have not chosen to be. There will be
sadness, there will be tears indeed, not because God will curse and reject us, but because,
seeing the beauty of our calling, we will see how far short of it we have fallen.
Let us then in the time left to us, and it does not take years, it takes a moment that transforms a
life, let us turn to the Gospel itself, let us learn from Christ Himself what we are, what we can
be and if we have any doubt we can, let us remember Christ’s own words when Peter asked:
“Who then can be saved?” Christ answered: “This is impossible to men, but to God all things
are possible.” Let us go forth in this hope and in this joy and in this certitude.
القذّيسة تقال
 ى َّب ثيغذ.)ّخٞب اىحبىٞ (رشمٙب اىصغشٞ آعٜخ فّٞ٘قْٝخ إٝ ٍذَٜخ فّٞخ ٍقْٞ اثْخ ػبئيخ ٗث، اىقشُ األ ّٗهٜغخ رقال فُٝٗىذد اىق ّذ
ّ ز ٌّ اىضٗاج صذفٝ ُ ىنِ قجو أ.ٌٖ ٍثيّٜ ْاىثبٍْخ ػششح خطجٖب إٔيٖب ىشبةّ ٗث
ذٞذ ٍجبٗس ىجٞ ثٜؼيٌّ فٝ ُأُ ث٘ىظ اىشع٘ه مب
ٔح ّٗزسد ّفغٖب ىخذٍزّٞبً ٗاقزْؼذ ثنالٍٔ ٗآٍْذ ثبىَغٝش ٍ ّذح ثالثخ أٞٔ ثبٕزَبً مجٞ اعزَؼذ إى.رقال.
ٌش ّدٕب ػِ قشاسٕب فيٝ ُ حبٗه ثن ّو اىطشائق أْٛخ اىزٝ اىَذٜ ٗاىٚى َّب أخجشد أ ٍّٖب ثشفضٖب اىضٗاج غضجذ ٗأخزد اثْزٖب إى
ٖبٞث ٗقغ ػيٞخ حٞ أّطبمٚ ثؼذ رىل ٕشثذ ٗرجؼذ اىشع٘ه ث٘ىظ ٗسافقزٔ إى. اىْبس فحفظٖب هللا عبىَخٜ أُ أىقبٕب فٚ إى،ْجحٝ
 ثبىَ٘د ٗأىقبٕب ىي٘ح٘ػٜٖب اى٘اىٞ حنٌ ػي.ّخٞحٞ أّّٖب ٍغٚ ػيٜ اى٘اىٚ ثٖب إىٚ ٗى َّب قبٍٗزٔ ٗش،ْخٝ اىَذّٜظش سجو ٍٖ ٌّ ف
ّ ٜ رؼجّت اى٘اى.ٙفيٌ رَغّٖب ثأر
 فأطيق.ّٜ  أّب أٍخ اإلىٔ اىح:ل؟ فأجبثذٞ ٕزٓ اىق ّ٘ح اىفبػيخ فٜٕ  ٍِ أّذ ٍٗب:جذا ٗعأىٖب
عشاحٖب.
 ٗقذ أػطبٕب اىشةّ اإلىٔ ٍٕ٘جخ شفبء. ٍغبسحٜث ػبشذ ّبعنخ فٞ ٍؼي٘ال حٚ أُ اّغحجذ إىٚذ رقال رنشص ثنيَخ هللا إىٞثق
.ؤرٕٗبٞ غضت أطجّبء اىَْطقخ ٗأسعي٘ا سجبال أششاسا ى.ح ث٘اعطزٖبٞ اىَغٚشُٗ إىٞ مثٖٙب اىْبط ٗإزذٞ فزذفّق ػيٚاىَشض
ٖب فنبّذ اىصخشح ٍخجّأ ىٖب ٍٗذفْبٞ اىشةّ فبّشقّذ صخشح دخيذ رقال فٚى َّب طبسدٕٗب ٕشثذ ٗصيّذ إى.
ٍِ  ٗٗاجٖذ االضطٖبد ٗاىؼزاة ٗاىَ٘د،حٞش ثبىَغٞ اىزجشٜبرٖب فٞذاد اىَؼبدىخ اىشعو ألّّٖب قضذ حٖٞ اىشٚغخ أٗىْٖٞب اىنَّٞ رغ
ُٗشٞضٗسٓ اىنثٝ  ٍؼي٘الُٜ فٟ اّٚغخ رقال قبئٌ حزٝش اىق ّذٝ د.ٔأجي

