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Sunday, October 1st, 2017
Apostle Ananias of the Seventy, first bishop of Damascus
& Righteous Father Romanos the Melodist

ٌّّظ سٍٗبّ٘ط اىَشٝ اىق ّذ/ بّٞظ اىشع٘ه دْبٝاىق ّذ

Memorial Service:
 This Sunday: Memorial
for the
Handmaiden
God, our aunt Vicky Rantisi
Christ service
is Risen!
Indeed
He isofRisen!
Toubbeh, offered by her sister Georgette Rantisi and her family, her nephews and
nieces:
Yacoub
Grace
Husary,
Ghada
George
Anwar
لغبية نهبس
)والجوع
األسبعبءRantisi,
السوك (عذا
فيه أكل
صىم يسوح
وهىRantisi,
55/51 الويالد
صىمHanhan,
 يبذأ:الويالد
ء صىم
Hanhan
and
Wael
Hanhan.
 نتونى للجويع صىهب ً هببسكب ً وكل عبم. هزا الصىم تهيئة لالحتفبل بعيذ هيالد سبنب يسىع الوسيح52/20
 October 8th: Nine and Forty-Day memorial service for the Handmaiden of.بخيش
God,وأنتن
Gloria Lama offered by her family.
th
 October 8 : One year memorial service for the Servant of God, Nabeel Dabai offered
by his wife and children.
May their memory be eternal!
th

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THE EPISTLE: The Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:16-7:1)
Brethren, we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and move among
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be es
My people. Therefore, come out from them, and be
separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I
will be a father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Since
we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and
spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.
١ :٧ و١٨-١٦ :٦ كىسنثىس٢ :الشسبلة
ٍِ  فيزىل اخشج٘ا. شؼجًبٜنُّ٘٘ ىٝٗ ٌْٖ ٗأمُ٘ ىٌٖ إىًٖـبٞ ٍب ثٜ ُش فٌٖٞ ٗأَعٞ عأع ُنِ فّّٜ إ: مَب قبه هللاّٜ نو هللا اىذٕٞ ٌب إخ٘ح أّزٝ
ٓ ٗإر ىْب ٕز.شٝق٘ه اىشةّ اىقذٝ د
ٍ ِ ٗثْبْٞ ثٜ فأَقجينٌ ٗأَمُ٘ ىنٌ أثًب ٗرنُّ٘٘ أّزٌ ى،ق٘ه اىشةّ ٗال رَغّ٘ا ّجغًبٝ ٌْٖ ٗاػزضى٘اٞث
.دجّبء فيُْطِّٖش أّفغْب ٍِ م ّو أدّبط اىجغذ ٗاىشٗح ُّٗنَو اىقذاعخ ثَخبفخ هللا١ّٖب اٝاىَ٘اػذ أ
THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (6:31-36)
The Lord said: “As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. If you love those who love
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to
those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He is
kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”

٣٦-٣١ :٦  لىقب:اإلنجيل
ّ ّخ ٍّْخ ىنٌ؟ُٝذجّّ٘نٌ فأٝ ِٝفؼو اىْبط ثنٌ مزىل افؼي٘ا أّزٌ ثٌٖ فإّّنٌ إُ أدججزٌ اىزٝ ُذُٗ أٝ مَب رش: ّقبه اىشة
ضًبٝفإُ اىخطأح أ
ّ ّخ ٍّْخ ىنٌ؟ٝنٌ فأُٞذغُْ٘ إىٝ ِٝ اىزٚ ٗارا أدغْزٌ إى.ٌُّّٖ٘ذجٝ ُِٝذجُّ٘ اىزٝ
ِٝ ٗإُ أَقشضزٌ اىز.ُ٘صْؼٝ ضًب ٕنزاٝفإُ اىخطأح أ
ّ ّخ ٍّْخ ىنٌ؟ٝرشجُ٘ أُ رغز٘فُ٘ا ٌٍْٖ فأ
 ٗىنِ أَدجّ٘ا أػذاءمٌ ٗأدغْ٘ا.غز٘ف٘ا ٌٍْٖ اىَثوٝ ُٜقشضُ٘ اىخطأح ىنٝ ضًبٝفإُ اىخطأح أ
 فنّ٘٘ا سُدَبء.ششاس١ِ ٗاٝش اىشبمشٞ غٚ فإّّٔ ٍُْؼٌ ػي.ّٜ  اىؼيْٜشًا ٗرنّ٘٘ا ثٞنُ٘ أجشمٌ مثٞئًب فٞٗأقشض٘ا ٗأّزٌ ال رشجُ٘ ش
ّ مَب
.ٌٞأُ أثبمٌ ٕ٘ سد
Congratulations:
 To Salim and Remonda Rantisi for the Baptism of their beloved child Isabelle Grace Rantisi.
Altar Candle Offering:
 Sponsors for Sunday’s are needed. Please make checks payable to St. Nicholas Church in the
amount of $25.00 or more. Thank you!
SAVE THE DATE:

 September 30th & October 1st: St. Nicholas Church Annual Food Festival. Our Annual food
festival is finally upon us! Food, Dancing, Hookah, Raffle to win a CAR! You do not want to miss
this year‟s festival! Thank you for your continuous support.
 September 30th, & October 1st: FESTIVAL DAYS. We will need help from everybody for all
preparations and festival activities. Please be here early.

 October 8th: TEEN SOYO meeting. Directly after Sunday Church service.
 October 15th: YOUNG ADULTS meeting. Directly after Sunday Church service.
 October 22nd, 2017 @ 5:00 pm. St. Nicholas proudly presents: A Ballroom Dance Show: Our

first Ballroom Dance Show on October 22nd including: dinner, DJ, raffle, and contest by HAT. So
ladies get out your best HAT and let‟s have some fun. Donation: $50.00
For further information please contact Gladys Maalouf @ 415-832-0316.

CHURCH FOOD FESTIVAL THIS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY!!!:

 St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, Fr. George Baalbaki): September 30th & October 1st
Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Mercy and Justice
Today‟s gospel is about mercy, and it seems to us so often from the experience we have of our
earthly relationships that the gap between justice and mercy is almost unbridgeable. It seems
that the two are in contradiction. Don't we always fall into the trap of being unjust when we
try to be merciful and so hard when we try to observe mercy. Did not one of the great writers
of the past say that a judge is at the same time below the level of man and above the level of
man: above – because he has a power which is superhuman to judge and to condemn, below –
because it is not given him to have mercy.
And yet Holy Scripture teaches us that in God justice and mercy have met. But the justice
which we find in God is so different from the kind of justice which we try to apply. For us to
observe justice is to pass a right judgment and then either to revoke it or to pardon but without
being able within ourselves to reconcile compassion and severity. So often when we want to
be just, severe, we must force our heart to be silent. Such is not the way of God. Christ says in
the Gospel that our justice must be beyond the justice of Scribes and Pharisees, beyond the
people who try to be righteous before God, who try to be spotless before Him.

What is God‟s justice? We can see it in the Old Testament and the New Testament in a way
which at times may frighten us, that the justice of God consists first of all – and this is perhaps
the most frightening example Christ gives us – in recognizing for everybody the right to be
himself even if he is in the wrong, even if he follows evil ways. Oh, it does not mean that we
can come to terms with evil, accept the ways of it, but we must learn to distinguish, as God
does, between an evil deed and a person, between the sickness unto death of a person
wounded by sin and possessed of evil, and a person whom God has willed and loved into the
world and for whom He proved ready to live and to die. God knows how to distinguish. One
of the most frightening and striking examples of it can be found in the very beginning of
human history when Cain murders his brother Abel and then feels that not only God‟s
rejection but man's hatred will hunt him down. And the Lord says to him, „I will put My seal
on thy forehead and no one will kill you.‟ And by doing this God recognizes that He has given
freedom, a frightening freedom to man and that He is to guarantee the freedom and even its
misuse – but not only that.
If that was the case, then God would be responsible for all the evil of the world and we could
condemn Him for all the suffering that is ours, for all the horror that has been in human
history. But there is one more thing God does. He takes upon Himself all the consequences of
deliberate or foolish human choices. He takes them upon Himself and carries the
consequences upon His shoulders. Christ's incarnation, the incarnation of the Son of God, the
life, the suffering, the death, the dereliction upon the Cross, the descent into hell of Christ, the
Son of the Living God become the Son of Man, are different manners in which God covers,
takes upon Himself the consequences of human evil and evil in the world. His justice consists
in accepting the other one on his own terms but also in paying the cost of human folly and
human evil.
And here love, sacrificial love and justice as we do not either understand or exercise it meet in
a way which can frighten. To recognize in another person even when this person is
endangering our integrity, our life, a human being whom we are called to take upon ourselves
and carry and save, is something which few achieve. I have mentioned to a certain number of
you the story of a woman of this parish who is now coming step by step to her death. When
she was young she was taken to prison in the course of the Russian Revolution. She
underwent interrogations, and one night when she had been interrogated for hours and hours
and felt that she could no longer endure it, she felt that she must break the spell even if she
must suffer for it, even if it meant punishment... and she turned to her interrogator ready to
challenge, to insult him, but make an end to this endless torment. And suddenly she saw on
the other side of the interrogation table a man pale, grey with tiredness, with anguish on his
face because he was exhausted. And she suddenly saw him as a human being, not an enemy
but one whom the cruel circumstances of human history had put on one side of the table while
she was on the other. And having seen him a human being, she smiled at him. The
interrogation did not come to an end. He smiled back, but he continued to interrogate her. But
she was now beyond the power of being destroyed. She had seen a man; she would answer
now with patience to a man and be gradually drawn to her tomb without hatred, without
bitterness in an act of surrender.
This is a great example, but it is not taken from the Scriptures, which seems so often remote,
nor from the lives of saints, which seem to be beyond us, but from the life of a woman who is
one of us. Can't we understand that the first act of justice which may lead us to stern action
unto salvation of the evildoer, is first of all to recognize in him the right, to hate in him the

evil that possesses him, to hate in him all that is destruction in him, but to serve him, indeed to
worship him, to serve him as we would serve our God, to serve him unto salvation. The
distance between justice and mercy seems to be infinitely great in our lives. We must learn to
discover what it means to love unto salvation and to be just with the crucified love of the
living God, which He has left with us as our most precious and holy gift, the Church.
الشحوة
ً
ّ
اىشدَخ ٕ ٜأُ ٝزغغ اإلّغبُ ى٠خش ،ِٝأُ ٝجؼيٌٖ ف ٜداخو قيجٔ .ىنِ مٞف ّؼبٍو اىْبط ثبى٘اقغ؟ ىْب أ ّٗال ص٘سح ػٌْٖ قذ
أُ ىْب ٍؼشفخ دقٞقخ ػِ م ّو إّغبُّ .ذِ ّزخّٞو ّ
رأر ٍِ ٜعي٘مٌٖ ٗقذ رأر ٍِ ٜخٞبالرْب .ىٞظ صذٞذًب ّ
أُ ٕزا اإلّغبُ ٕ٘ ٕنزا
 ّّٔ١قٞو ىْب إّّٔ ٍِ اىقشٝخ اىفالّّٞخ ٗإٔو ٕزٓ اىقشٝخ ثخالء أٗ مشٍبء .ال َٝنْْب أُ ّذجظ اإلّغبُ ف ٜصٞذ قشٝزٔ .ث ٌّ ّق٘ه
أُ اإلّغبُ ال ٝذَو خطٞئخ أثّ ٔٞ
ج ّذٓ ػبٍيْب ٕنزا ٗىزىل ْٝجغ ٜأُ ٝنُ٘ ٍثو ج ّذٓ .اىنزبة اإلىٖ ّ ٜػيَّْب ّ
ٗأُ م ّو إّغبُ قبئٌ
ثزارٔ.
ّ
إى ٚجبّت ٕزا ّذغت فٍ ٜذٞطْب ّ
أُ فالًّب ٕنزا ٝزصشّف ْٝ ّٔ١زَ ٜإى ٚاىطبئفخ اىفالّّٞخٕ .زا غٞش صذٞخ ،ىٞغذ اىطبئفخ
ً
اىفالّّٞخ ميّٖب مزىل .طجؼًب ٝجذ اإلّغبُ فشقب ثٗ ْٔٞث ِٞاىْبط ٗال ٝذزَو اىفشٗق ثٗ ْٔٞث ِٞاٟخشٝ .ِٝشٝذ أُ ٝق٘ه اىْبط ق٘ىٔ
ٕ٘ ٍَٖب مبُ.
اىشدَخ أُ ّأخز م ّو ٗادذ مَب ّٕ٘ٗ ،ش ٙعي٘مٔ مَب ٕ٘ ٗال ٕ ٍِ ّّٔ١زٓ اىقشٝخ أٗ ٕزٓ اىطبئفخ٘ٝ .جذ أّبط طّٞجُ٘ ف ٜم ّو
ٍنبُ ٗف ٜم ّو ٍجزَغ قذ ْٝزَُ٘ إى ٚشزّ ٚا١قطبس أٗ إى ٚشزّ ٚاىَزإتٗ ،ىٞظ صذٞذًب أٌّّٖ أششاس أٗ ٍزؼصّجُ٘ ىَجشّد
اّزَبئٌٖ ٕزا .اىشدَخ إ ًرا اى ً٘ٞرؼْ ٜثبىذسجخ اٗ١ى ٚأّّْب ّش ٙاإلّغبُ مَب ٕ٘ ّٗؼبٍئ مَب ٕ٘ ثصشف اىْظش ػِ اّزَبئٔ.
قذ ٝنُ٘ اإلّغبُ اىز ٛأٍبٍْب ضؼٞفًب ّٗؼبٍئ ػيٕ ٚزا ا١عبط .قذ ٝنُ٘ اإلّغبُ اىز ٛأٍبٍْب عبسقًب أٗ مبرثًب أٗ ٍذزبالً ّٗذِ
ّزؼبٍو ٍؼٔ ػي ٚأعبط اىفنش اىَغٞذ ّ ٜاىز ٛف ٜاإلّجٞو .ال ّغنذ ػِ اىغّٞئبد ىنِ ّقبٍٖٗب ثبىذُغْ ،ٚثبىشدَخ ،ثب١ىفخ،
ثبىج٘دّ .قبًٗ اىغّٞئبد ثغي٘ك دغِ مَب ٝق٘ه اىشع٘ه ثطشط ف ٜسعبىزٔ اٗ١ى« :ٚغٞش ٍجبص ِٝػِ ش ّش ثش ّش أٗ ػِ شزَٞخ
ثشزَٞخ ،ثو ثبىؼنظ ٍجبسم).٩ :٣( »...ِٞ
ُّصيخ اإلّغبُ اٟخش ثغي٘ك جّٞذ ،ثذُٗ أُ ّذّ ،ْٔٝيٍ٘ٔ ثيطف .اإلّغبُ اىز ٛأٍبٍْب ّٗشثّ ٔٞثٖزا اىجَبه اىشٗد ّ ٜاىز ٛفْٞب،
ْٝضػج ّ
 ُ١اىنبرة ٗاىَذزبه ٗاىغبسق ٝضطشة إرا ٗجذ أٍبٍٔ أّبعًب صبىذٗ .ِٞج٘دٌٕ ر٘ثٞخ ىْٕٔ ٍِ .ب ٝجذأ اىؼذاء ىن ّو
إّغبُ ٍغزق« ٌٞم ّو اىزٝ ِٝؼٞشُ٘ ثبىزق٘ ٙثبىَغٞخ ٝغ٘ع ُٝضطَٖذُٗ» (٢رَ٘ٞثبٗط ).٢٢ :٣
ج٘اة اىشةّ ٝغ٘ع ػِ م ّو ٕزا أُ «مّ٘٘ا سُدَبء»ٕ .زا ٕ٘ اىغشّ .ىَبرا ػيْٞب أُ ّنُ٘ سُدَبء ٍغ ٍِ ٝؼبدْٝب؟ ّّْ١ب ٍُ َنيّفُ٘
ساع ىإلّغبُ .ػيٍ ٚثبه اىغبٍش ّ
 ٛاىشف٘ق م ّو ٗادذ ٍّْب ٝؼزْ ٜثبٟخشٝ ،خيّصٔ.
ثشػبٝزٔ .م ّو إّغبُ ٍ
هللا جؼيْب سػبح اى٘ادذ ى٠خش أٗ ثؼجبسح أخش ٙم ّو ٗادذ طجٞت ى٠خش .ىَبرا ػي ّ ٜأُ أسدٌ ػذ ّٗٛ؟ ٝأر ٜاىج٘اةّّ١ :ل رؼشف
ػٞجٔ .ػذاٗرٔ قشّثزٔ إىٞل .أّذَ رؼشف ّ٘اقصٔ ٗرؼبىجٖب .ػي ٚم ّو ٗادذ ٍّْب أُ ٝطّٖش قيجٔ ٍِ م ّو ػذاٗح ٗٝش ٙاٟخش ٍِ ّّٔ١
أثْبء هللا.
ّذِ ىٞظ ىْب أػذاء .اىْبط د٘ىْب ميٌّٖ أثْبء هللاٗ ،أثْبء هللا ف ٌٖٞاىصبىخ ٗف ٌٖٞاىطبىخ .اىَغٞذّٞخ دٗ ِٝاقؼ ّ ،ٜد ِٝاىزؼبٍو
ثبىَذجّخ ٗاىشدَخ.
جبٗسج٘ٞط ٍطشاُ ججو ىجْبُ

