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Sunday, October 15, 2017
Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council
Memorial Service:
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THE EPISTLE:
Paul
to St.
Titus.
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those.بخيش
whoوأنتن
have
believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and
profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissension, and quarrels over the
law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once
or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he
is self-condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at
Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer
es
and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing.
And let our people learn to apply themselves
to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me
send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
١٥-٨ :٣  تيطس:الشسبلة
ّ
ػَبه١ اٜٕ ٓ فٖز.ػَبه اىذغْخ١بً ثبٞ اىقِٜ آٍْ٘ا ثبهلل فٖٝز ٌّ اىزٝ ٚ دز،ذ أُ رُقشّسّٝبٕب أسٝ اىنيَخ ٗإٜٕ  صبدقخ،طظٞ رٛب ٗىذٝ
 ٗسجو.ش ّبفؼخ ٗثبغيخٞ فئّّٖب غ،ّخ فبجزْجٖبّٞغبة ٗاىخصٍ٘بد ٗاىََبدنبد اىْبٍ٘ع١ّخ ٗاّٞبٝ أ ٍّب اىَجبدثبد اىٖز.اىذغْخ ٗاىْبفؼخ
ّ  ػبى ًَب،ْٔػشضْ ػ
ٚ ٍٗز.ٔ ّفغٚ ثْفغٔ ػيٜقعٝ ئخٞ اىخطٜأُ ٍِ ٕ٘ مزىل قذ اػزغف ٕٗ٘ ف
ِ َ أ،ٙ ثؼذ اإلّزاس ٍشّح ٗأخش،اىجذػخ
َأ
ُ
ُ
ٌّْبطُ ٍُؼيٝ أ ٍّب ص. ْٕبكّٜ أُ أُشزٚػضٍذ ػي
 قذّّٜ١ ظٞن٘ث٘ىّٞ ٚ إىَْٜٞ أُ رأرٚن٘ط فجبدسْ إىٞخَٞبط أٗ رٞل أسرٞسعيذ إى
ػَبه اىصبىذخ ىيذبجبد١قٍ٘٘ا ثبٝ ُزؼيٌّ رّٗٗب أٞ ٗى.ءُٜؼ٘صَٕب شٝ ِّْ ىئالَٞؼَٖب ٍزإّٔجٞٞ رشٜاىْبٍ٘ط ٗأَثُيّ٘ط فبجزٖذ ف
.ِٞ اىْؼَخ ٍؼنٌ أجَؼ.َُبٝ اإلُٜذجّّْ٘ب فٝ ِٝ اىزٚ عيٌّ ػي.ِٜ ٍؼٝ ُغ اىزَٞل جُٞغيٌّ ػيٝ .ِٝش ٍثَشٞنّ٘٘ا غٝ  الّّٚخ دزٝاىعشٗس
THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (8:5-15)
The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along
the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the
rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among
thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and
yielded a hundredfold.” And when His Disciples asked Him what this parable meant, Jesus said,
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they are in
parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have
heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may not believe
and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with
joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as
for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way, they are
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for
that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart,
and bring forth fruit with patience.” As Jesus said this, He called out, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”
١٥-٥ :٨  لىقب:اإلنجيل
 ٗاىجؼط.٘س اىغَبءٞق ف ُ٘غئ ٗأميزٔ غٝ اىطشٚضسع عقػ ثؼط ػيٝ ٕ٘ َبٞ ٗف،ٔضسع صسػٞ خشج اىضاسع ى:قبه اىشةّ ٕزا اىَثو
سض١ اٜ ٗثؼطٌ عقػ ف.ِٔ اىش٘ك فْجذ اىش٘ك ٍؼٔ فخْقٞ ٗثؼطٌ عقػ ث.ّّٔ ىٌ رنِ ىٔ سغ٘ثخ١ جظٝ  اىصخش في َّب ّجذٚعقػ ػي
. أُ رؼشف٘ا أعشاس ٍين٘د هللاٜ ىنٌ قذ أُػط:نُ٘ ٕزا اىَثو؟ فقبهٝ ُ أٚ ٍب ػغ:ٓزٍٞ فغأىٔ رال.اىصبىذخ فيـ َّب ّجذ أثَش ٍئخ ظؼف
قٝ اىطشِٚ ػيٝ ٗاىز، اىضسع ٕ٘ ميَخ هللا: ٕٗزا ٕ٘ اىَثو.ُ٘فَٖ٘ا ٌٕٗ عبٍؼٝ ْظشٗا ٌٕٗ ّبظشُٗ ٗالٝ الٞٗأ ٍّب اىجبقُ٘ فجأٍثبه م
غَؼُ٘ اىنيَخٝ ِٝ اىصخش ٌٕ اىزِٚ ػيٝ ٗاىز.خيُص٘اٞؤٍْ٘ا فٝ ّْضع اىنيَخ ٍِ قي٘ثٌٖ ىئالٝٗ ظٞ إثيٜأرٝ ٌّ غَؼُ٘ ثٝ ٌِٕٝ اىز
ُ٘غَؼٝ ِٝ اىش٘ك ٌٕ اىزٜ عقػ فٛ ٗاىز.ُٗشر ّذٝ  ٗقذ اىزجشثخِٜ ٗفٞ دٚؤٍُْ٘ إىٝ  ٗإَّّب،ظ ىٌٖ أصوٞقجيّٖ٘ب ثفشح ٗىنِ ىٝٗ
ّ
ُ٘غَؼٝ ِّٝذح فٌُٖ اىزٞسض اىج١ اٜ عقػ فٛ ٗأ ٍّب اىز.أرُ٘ ثثَشٝ  فال،ٍٗيزارٖب
بح ٗغْبٕبٞخزْقُ٘ ثًَٖ٘ ٕزٓ اىذٞزٕجُ٘ فٝ ٌّ ث
ُ
.غَغٞ ٍَِ ىٔ أرّبُ ىيغَغ فيٙ ّبد، ٗى َّب قبه ٕزا.ُثَشُٗ ثبىصجشٝٗ ّذ صبىخٞ قيت جٜذفظّٖ٘ب فٞاىنيَخ ف

Thank you to all for making our festival a success!
A big thank you to all who worked hard to prepare and plan this year’s festival.
Thank you to those who were very generous in donating financially or with items toward this
event. Also, we wish to extend many thanks to our friends who supported us by attending this
annual event. May God bless you all!
Take a look back at the festivities from our food festival here:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stnicksf/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155940396539994
Special thanks to the festival committee for the hard work, great job and for the time they invested
towards the festival. God bless you and your families!

YOUTH MONTH & TEEN SOYO:
Christ is in our midst! He is and ever shall be!
I bring to your attention that October in our Antiochian Archdiocese is "Youth Month". It is vital
for our church to support our youth as someday many of them may serve in this church and this
archdiocese as parishioners, officers, priests, seminarians and so on. During the month of
October, we try our best to support and subsidize the proper education and atmosphere for our
youth. On behalf of St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church and Teen Soyo, and its officers., I
(Ilyan Baalbaki) with V. Rev. Fr. George's blessing invite the youth in our church to take charge
of positions this month!
We also would like to congratulate Mia Hanhan (President), Anna Aho (Vice President), Sophie
Aho (Treasurer) Elia Saoud (Secretary), and Adrianna Saoud (Public Relations) in their new roles
as Teen Soyo Officers. Not only will they be the role models for the upcoming youth in our

church, but they will help in establishing a better Teen Soyo for St. Nicholas, and will spearhead
all Teen Soyo Projects.
We ask that you pray to St. Nicholas as an intercessor for them, and to guide them in the Lord's
work.
Subdeacon Ilyan Baalbaki
Teen Soyo Director.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Attention Youth and Parents of our Youth! Are you in need of fulfilling community Service Hours,
do you love working with children, thought about becoming a teacher and want to gain firsthand
experience, or do you want to help spread the good word of Jesus Christ? Well then, we have the
perfect opportunity for you! Saint Nicholas Church is now accepting teacher and teacher aid roles for
our weekly Sunday School classes. Sunday School classes are typically 30 minutes to 60 minutes per
week and should take an additional 30 to 60 minutes a week to prepare for.
Saint Nicholas will provide official documentation of your community service hours which will be
good for anyone needing to fulfill community service hours for College/High School purposes. If
interested, please contact the Church office at 415-648-5200.

SAVE THE DATE:

 October 15 : YOUNG ADULTS meeting. Directly after Sunday Church service.
 October 22nd, 2017 @ 5:00 pm. St. Nicholas proudly presents: A Ballroom Dance Show: Our
th

first Ballroom Dance Show on October 22nd including: dinner, DJ, raffle, and contest by HAT. So
ladies get out your best HAT and let’s have some fun. Donation: $50.00
For further information please contact Gladys Maalouf @ 415-832-0316.

Metropolitan JOSEPH Requests Prayers for Those Impacted by
California Fires
Englewood, NJ — His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, along with all of the clergy and faithful of
the Antiochian Archdiocese, is praying fervently for those being impacted by the wildfires raging in
northern California. His Eminence has been in constant communication with Father George
Baalbaki, the pastor of our parish of Saint Nicholas in San Francisco, who has been in contact with
his own parishoners as well as the other parishes in the area. Father George was able to report that
the faithful in the area are safe, but many have indeed been forced to evacuate and some have
suffered property damage.
Sayidna JOSEPH notes: “We know that our Lord commanded a pillar of fire to protect his people
and spoke to Moses from a bush that was burning but not consumed. I ask all of our faithful people
to fervently beseech the very same Lord to extend his right hand from His holy dwelling place on
high and speedily quench these fires through His divine might. On behalf of all of my brother
hierarchs, our clergy, and laity, I offer our prayers and support to those who are being impacted. We
will be with you.”
Please continue to monitor Antiochian.org for updates as to how we can help those are suffering
from these devastating wildfires.
If you or someone you know has been impacted by these recent fires and are seeking aid, please
contact our Church office.

Press Release from the Antiochian Orthodox Churches in Northern California
Deanery
October 11, 2017
All Saints Church, Rohnert Park
St. Timothy Church, Fairfield
St. James Church, Modesto
St. Nicholas Church, San Francisco
Orthodox Church of the Redeemer, Los Altos Hills
St. John the Evangelist Church, Orinda
St. Stephen Church, Campbell
St. Gabriel Mission, Angels Camp
Ss. Peter and Paul Church, Ben Lomond
St. Athanasius Church, Sacramento
Holy Virgin Mary Church, West Sacramento

“I cried out to God with my voice; and He gave ear to me. In the day of my
trouble I sought the Lord. My hand was stretched out in the night without
ceasing.” Psalm 77:1-2
The communities of the Antiochian Orthodox Churches of the Northern
California Deanery are shocked and saddened by the devastating fires that
are raging in both Northern and Southern California. We pray for the victims
and their families, and for the first responders who are bravely fighting to
save lives and homes during these catastrophic events. At least 15 lives have
been lost, many people are still missing and more than 2,000 homes and
businesses have been destroyed by fire in Napa and Sonoma Counties.
We are reminded of our own tragedy when one of our churches, the Orthodox
Church of Redeemer in Los Altos, was destroyed by arson on April 7, 2002.
By the grace of God, and with the help of many in our Archdiocese and our
local community, we have rebuilt our church for the glory of God. We stand
with our fellow Californians who are suffering and offer our prayers as they
seek to rebuild their homes and lives.
Our Antiochian Archdiocese under the leadership of His Eminence,
Metropolitan JOSEPH, is in touch with our parishes in the area offering
support and prayers to those who are impacted.
We will continue to monitor the situation and offer our prayers in the coming
days for calm weather, for the strength and perseverance of the emergency
crews, and for comfort and refuge for everyone who has been affected by this
disaster.
The Orthodox Church of the Redeemer (380 Magdalena Avenue, Los
Altos CA., 94024) will be hosting a candlelight prayer service at 7:00 PM
this Friday (October 13th.) for those who are affected by this crisis. All
are welcomed).

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: The Parable of the Sower
How familiar, and how simple seems to us, appears to us today's parable of the seed and of the
sower; and yet, how relevant it is to us, and how much more thought we should give to it. We
forget the setting itself of the parable, the imagery of the sower and the seed, and we dont see in it
an image of Christ, walking along the roads and the paths of Galilee and Judea; and everywhere
He went, people came to the roadside because they have heard, as the Blind Man have heard of
whom Saint Marc reports, that He was a Teacher, that His words were true, that they had in them
a power of life.
And people came, and lined the roads, and lined the streets, and listened. Some were prepared for
the message; some have been in an agony of mind, have been asking themselves questions which
hitherto no one have been able to answer. But others came, as so many people come now to a
preacher, to an evangelist, to a leader of any side, came to see a man of whom one spoke, and to
listen to what he had to say. He was not answering any of their questions, He was not meeting any
of their needs, except perhaps the desire to see someone that was outstanding, someone unique in
his time. They heard the word, but it fell at their ears, they find it beautiful, lovely, true - but it did
not go beyond this. They were listening to words, they were not listening to the cry of their own
soul that was hungry for words of truth.
And so, when He had passed, they all returned to what was their ordinary, their normal life. They
might have gone home and repeated these words, saying, Wasn't it lovely? Didnt He speak well? and then they went back to what was life, ordinary life, day-to-day life...
Others, who had come to the roadside, received the message with emotion, it stirred something in
their hearts, something in their minds, it answered something in them. And they received it and
hugged it to themselves, and returned home; but the moment they were no longer by the road, at
home, the concerns of home overwhelmed them: there was so much to do, so much to think
about, there was so much in life, there was no time to reflect again and again on the words heard,
there was no time to sit quietly and to look in imagination at the face they had seen, to rehearse
the voice they have heard.
We have another parable about those who have been called to the Bridal Feast of the King: they
heard a call, they knew they were called personally - but could they go? The one had bought a
field, he was rooted in it, tied to it, a prisoner of it; others have bought five pairs of oxen - they
had to try them, they had something to do in life, a vocation, a job, something great - or
something simply that matters supremely in a personal way, as the last one: he had taken a bride how could he spend time for anyone else?
Those are the people who receive the word, who receive it truly, in their heart, but there are so
many things that matter - tomorrow will do, or, if we only could reduce the message to something
liveable, simple, not to the absoluteness of it!
And then, those who receive the message, like the rich soil that could receive the message,
receive a seed and bear fruit. Those people were not simply better people, they probably were not
better people; they were people who had a question in their mind and heart, people who had a
longing, people for whom their daily life was too narrow, too small, people who were aware that
their soul was deep, and vast and could not be filled with the trivialities - or even the noble, the
good things of life: they received the message, they took it to heart, deep into them, and they bore
fruit because it was answering a need.
Now, we can apply it to ourselves: how many of us listen to the words of the Gospel, listen to the
words of preaching, read books that are full of interest and depth, and they store it in their
memory, they enjoy it - but that is the end; they can quote it, they can pass it on to others, - but
that is all.

And there are so many of us who have received the message with enthusiasm, with passion,
knowing that this message is an answer to all there is in us of longing, of hunger, of greatness,
indeed; but then, life is so complex, there is so much to do! And in all this doing, in all this
complexity the words is left aside - for another time, for another day, when I will be old enough
not to have any concerns: then I can turn back to this glorious moment when life unfolded itself in
all its splendour - I keep it in my memory!
What about us, receiving the message and bearing fruit?
But how does this message reach us? I remember a Russian priest saying to me, I read the Gospel
daily, and I respond to it very seldom. But I read it daily because I never know whether today, or
tomorrow, or on another day I will be the barren roadside, or the weeds by the way, or, of a
sudden, whether this word will not fall on a small patch in me which is capable of receiving it and
bearing fruit.
Isn't that simple, isn't that encouraging? We all are the three things described in the parable of the
Gospel; but if we give a chance to God Who speaks, to God, Who passes through our life, to God
Who knocks at our heart - from time to time we will receive the message with joy and let go of it;
but from time to time it will reach a depth in our heart, a core of our life and be the answer that
will change it.
Let us therefore listen, listen to the words of the Gospel day in and day out; listen to the voice of
our conscience, listen to what the deepest self says to us about life, about truth, about reality; and
from time to time we will have been the good ground that can bear fruit.
This parable, so simple, so clear, if we only apply it, can be a beginning of a new life
اآلببء

.خ جُذدًاٞقّ٘بد أّبعًب صبسٗا ثبىَغٝ١ رُجشص ىْب ا.قّ٘بدٝ١ د ّذد إمشاً اٛ) اىز٧٨٧(  اىغبثغّٜ ّ٘ثبء اىَجَغ اىَغنٟ ًّ٘ٞذ اىّٞؼ
ّ ّالدع
ّ ّ٘ٞ اىذٛ
ّ  اى٘ج٘د اىجغذّٚ فئّّٔ رخط.ًظ ٍِ ىذٌ ٗدٞظ مأّّٔ ىٝقّ٘خ رُظٖش اىق ّذٝ١أُ ا
 ٍشارت اىْ٘سٚنُ٘ جبىغًب ػيٞ ىٛ
ُئخ أٗ صٍبٞ أٗ ث،ًذح ال ػالقخ ىٖب ثيذٌ ٗدٝ م ّو ٕ ٌّ آثبئْب أُ ّصجخ خالئق جذ.ذًاْٝب إّغبًّب جذٞط ّو ػيٝ  ٍْٖٗب،ّبدٝٗ اىغَبٜف
.ً٘ٞ مأّّْب ٍخي٘قُ٘ اىٍٚع
ٍِ ٜأرٝ  م ّو ٍّْب.)١١ :٤ م٘سّث٘ط١( »وٞغ٘ع ثبإلّجٝ خٞ أّب ٗىذرنٌ ثبىَغّّٜشُٗ فئٞظ ىنٌ آثبء مثٞ «ى:قبه اىشع٘ه ث٘ىظ
ٚ إىٚغؼٝ ُ م ّو إّغب.خّٞخ اىَغٝ د ّشٚذًا اّطيقْب إىٞ ثؼذ أُ ٗىذرْب أ ٍّٖبرْب ػج. ٕزا ثذء ٗىنّْْب ال ّقف ػْذ ٕزا اىذ ّذ.سجو ٗاٍشأح
،ّخٝثذ١بح اٞن َّو ٗى٘ ثبىذٝ ٌ ٗىنّْٔ ى.ًّبٞذٞش ٍغٞصٝ ُ أٚبرٔ إىٞ غ٘اه دٚغؼٝ ٜ ُػ َّذ ىن. ٍششٗعّٜ ذٞ اىَغ.ًّبٞذٞنُ٘ ٍغٝ ُأ
ِ ثٖزا اى٘شبحّّْٞٞب ٗشبح ّ٘س ّٗصجخ ّ٘ساٞ ػيٜيقٝ خٞ اىَغ.خٞذح ىيَغٞغخ ٍجْٞش ٍؼًب مٞ ّص، اىغَبء ّزنبٍو ٍؼًبّّْٜب ف١
.ْبٞ ػيٚاىـ َُيق
.غ٘عٝ خٞج ّذدّْٗب ثبىَغٝٗ غخْٞ اىنٜ أّبط فٜأرٝ ّخ؟ٝذذس ىْب ثؼذ أُ صشّب ٍششٗع ثشش ثبىَؼَ٘دٝ سض ٍبرا١ اٚىنِ ػي
،ّٔزٝطشرٔ ٗػج٘دّٞخ ٕزا اىؼبىٌ ٗعِّٞ أّبٌْٖٞ ٗثٞ ث،ِ ٕزا اىجغذٌْٖٞ ٗثٞ قطؼ٘ا م ّو صيخ ث، صبسٗا أدشاسًا،ٌٕ ُج ّذدٗا
خ أٗ اىجيذّٝخ اىقشٞذشّمٌٖ ٗال رذشّمٌٖ ػصجٝ  صبس اىشٗح اىقذط.ِ ىشٖ٘ح ٍِ شٖ٘ارٌٖ أٗ شٖ٘اد اىْبطْٞٝش ٍذٞٗصبسٗا غ
ّ ٗ اإلّغبُ اىغَب.ٌٌٖٖ ٗاىغَبء رذشّمٖٞتّ اىشٗح فٝ .أٗ اىطبئفخ أٗ اىذضة
ٕو١ شّّٞٔ رزم١ ِ ٍُغزَغشة ٍُغزَقجخ ٍشرٗهٞ ٕجٛ
.ُ٘زذشّمٝ سض١ اِٚ ٌٕٗ ػيّٞٝٗصجذ٘ا عَبٝ ُ أٚسض ثأٌّّٖ ُدػ٘ا إى١ا
،ٌ ثأغشاض اىؼبى،ِ ثبىزشاةٞضاىُ٘ ٍشرجطٝ ِ الٝسض اىز١ إٔو ا.سض١نشٌٕٖ إٔو اٝ  اىَؤٍُْ٘ اىنجبس،إٔو اىغَبء
.ِ أثْبء اىْ٘س ٍِ ششمخٌْٖٞ ٗثٞظ ثٞنشُٕ٘ اىغَبء ٗىٝ  ٕؤالء،ؼخ اىشٖ٘حٝثخذ
قطغ صيخٝ ٍِ  ْٕبك.ةٟن ّّ٘٘ا أٗالدًا هلل اٝ ُ أٚغخ آثبء قبدسُٗ ػيْٞ اىنٜ أقبً هللا ف،بّٞ اىذٜطش فٞٗثغجت ٕزا اىظالً اىَغ
ٍِ ّخ اىَن ّّ٘خٝغذ اىؼبئيخ اىجششٞ ٗى،غخْٞ اىنٜٕ ٌ ىْفغٔ ػبئيخٞقٝ  هللا. ِّ ٕؤالء ٗاىشةٞذح ثٌٝ صيخ جذٞقٞاىجشش ثبىيذٌ ٗاىذً ى
ذ ػع ً٘ا ىجغذٝ ّفغٔ ٍِ جذٚ أقصذ ٍَِ ٗػّْٜ ىن،ّخٝخ ثبىَؼَ٘دٞ اىَغِٚ إىٞ ال أقصذ ثزىل م ّو اىَْزغج.سجو ٗاٍشأح ٗأٗالد
.خٞ جض ًءا ٍِ اىَغ،خٞاىَغ
ة٠ّذ أخ٘ح ٗىٞغ٘ع ٗجُؼيْب ىيغٝ ٖب ّصجخ أّبعًب جذدًا ثغجت أّّْب ّزجغٞ ٗف،خٞغخ اىَغْٞ مٜآُ ىْب أُ ّؼشف ثأّّْب ُٗىذّب ّٗ٘ىذ ف
.ِْٞث
ُٗو ٗاىجزشٞ٘ط ٍطشاُ ججٞجبٗسج

