
 

th Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

   02/52)عذا األسبعبء وانجًع( نغبية نهبس   وهى صىو يسًح فيه أكم انسًك 51/55يبذأ صىو انًيالد  :ء صىو انًيالد

  نتًنى نهجًيع صىيبً يببسكبً وكم عبو وأنتى بخيش. انصىو تهيئة نالحتفبل بعيذ ييالد سبنب يسىع انًسيح.  هزا
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THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Galatians. (1:11-19) 

Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel which was preached by me is not man’s gospel. 

For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus 

Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the Church of God 

violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among 

my people; so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when He Who had set 

me apart before I was born, and had called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son to 

me, in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor 

did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were Apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and 

again I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and 

remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other Apostles except James the Lord’s 

brother. 

 ١٩-١١: ١انشسبنة: غالطية 

ّْ تإلٔج١ً تٌزٞ خَّششُز خٗ ١ٌظ خذغح تإلٔغثْ، ألّٟٔ ٌُ أَشغٍّّٗ ٚأَشؼٍّّٗ ِٓ إٔغثْ خً خإػالْ ٠غٛع تٌّغ١خ. فإّٔىُ  ٠ث إخٛذ، أُػٍّىُ أ

ث فٟ ٍِّر ت١ٌٙٛد ػٍٝ وث١ش٠ٓ ًِ ِّش٘ث، ٚأَص٠ذ شمّذ ث فٟ ٍِّر ت١ٌٙٛد أّٟٔ وُٕس أَضطُٙذ و١ٕغر هللا خإفشتط ٚأُد ًّ ِٓ  لذ عّؼصُ خغ١ششٟ لذ٠

ِّٟ ٚدػثٟٔ خٕؼّصٗ إٌٝ أْ أَششتخٟ فٟ جٕغٟ، خىٟٛٔ أَٚفش ِ ث تسشضٝ هللا تٌزٞ أَفشصٟٔ ِٓ جٛف أُ ّّ ُٕٙ غ١شذً ػٍٝ شم١ٍذتز آخثبٟ. فٍ

ّٟ ألُخّشش خٗ خ١ٓ تألُُِ، ٌغثػصٟ ٌُ أُصِغ إٌٝ ٌذُ ٚدَ، ٚال صؼذُز إٌٝ أٚسش١ٍُ إٌٝ تٌشعً تٌز٠ٓ لدٍٟ، خً تٔطٍمُس إٌٝ  ٠ُؼٍٓ تخٕٗ ف

ُّ إّٟٔ خؼذ ثالض ع١ٕٓ صؼذُز إٌٝ أٚسش١ٍُ ألَصٚس خطشط فألُّس ػٕذٖ خّغر ػشش د٠ثس تٌؼشج، ٚخؼذ رٌه سجؼُس إٌٝ دِشك.  ث

ث، ٌُٚ أَس غ١شٖ ِٓ تٌشعً عٜٛ ٠ؼمٛج أخٟ تٌشّج. ًِ ٛ٠ 

 
THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (8:26-39) 

At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.  And as He 

stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who had demons; for a long time he had 

worn no clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the tombs.  When he saw Jesus, he cried 

out and fell down before him, and said with a loud voice, “What hast Thou to do with me, Jesus, 

Son of the Most High God?  I beseech Thee, do not torment me.”  For Jesus had commanded the 

unclean spirit to come out of the man.  [For many a time it had seized him; he was kept under 

guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into 

the desert.]  Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?”  And he said, “Legion”; for many 

demons had entered him.  And they begged Jesus not to command them to depart into the 

abyss.  Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside; and they begged Jesus to let 

them enter these.  So He gave them leave.   

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

 BALLROOM DANCE SHOW: October 22
nd

, 2017 @ 5:00 pm. St. Nicholas proudly presents: 

A Ballroom Dance Show: Our first Ballroom Dance Show on October 22
nd

 including: dinner, DJ, 

raffle, and contest by HAT. So ladies get out your best HAT and let’s have some fun. Donation: 

$50.00 For further information please contact Gladys Maalouf @ 415-832-0316. 

 FAMILY NIGHT: Saturday November 18
th

, 2017. St. Nicholas Church Family Night! 

Sponsored by the Rantisi Families. 

 CHRISTMAS PARTY: Saturday December 23
rd

, 2017. St Nicholas Church Christmas Party. 

 

Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep 

bank into the lake and was drowned.  When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and 

told it in the city and in the country.  Then people went out to see what had happened, and they 

came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 

clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  And those who had seen it told them how he 

who had been possessed with demons was healed.  Then all the people of the surrounding country 

of the Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear; so He got 

into the boat and returned.  The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be 

with Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare all that God has 

done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city all that Jesus had done 

for him. 

 ٣٩-٢٧: ٨اإلنجيم: نىقب 

شجغ١ّ١ٓ فثعصمدٍٗ سجً ِٓ تٌّذ٠ٕر خٗ ش١ثط١ٓ ِٕز صِثْ ط٠ًٛ، ٌُٚ ٠ىٓ ٠ٍدظ ثٛخًث ٚال فٟ رٌه تٌضِثْ أشٝ ٠غٛع إٌٝ وٛسذ تٌج

، أطٍح إ١ٌه أالّ  ّٟ ث سأٜ ٠غَٛع صثح ٚخّش ٌٗ خصٛز ػظ١ُ: ِث ٌٟ ٌٚه ٠ث ٠غٛع تخٓ هللا تٌؼٍ ّّ ٠أٚٞ إٌٝ خ١س خً إٌٝ تٌمدٛس. فٍ

وثْ لذ تخصطفٗ ِٕز صِثْ ط٠ًٛ، ٚوثْ ٠ُشخَظ خغالعً ٠ُٚذدَظ خم١ٛد شؼّزخٕٟ. فإّٔٗ أَِش تٌشٚح تٌٕجظ خأْ ٠خشج ِٓ تإلٔغثْ، ألّٔٗ 

ّْ ش١ثط١ٓ وث١ش٠ٓ وثٔٛت لذ دخٍٛت  ف١مطغ تٌشخُظ، ٠ُٚغثق ِٓ تٌش١طثْ إٌٝ تٌدشتسٞ فغأٌٗ ٠غٛع لثبالً: ِث تعّه؟ فمثي: ٌج١ْٛ، أل

شذ ششػٝ فٟ تٌجدً. فطٍدٛت إ١ٌٗ أْ ٠أرْ ٌُٙ ف١ٗ. ٚطٍدٛت إ١ٌٗ أالّ ٠أِشُ٘ خثٌز٘ثج إٌٝ تٌٙث٠ٚر. ٚوثْ ٕ٘ثن لط١غ خٕثص٠ش وث١

ث سأٜ  ّّ خثٌذخٛي إ١ٌٙث فأرْ ٌُٙ. فخشج تٌش١ثط١ٓ ِٓ تإلٔغثْ ٚدخٍٛت فٟ تٌخٕثص٠ش. فٛثح تٌمط١غ ػٓ تٌجشف إٌٝ تٌدذ١شذ فثخصٕك. فٍ

تإلٔغثْ تٌزٞ خشجس تٌشػثذ ِث دذض ٘شخٛت فأخدشٚت فٟ تٌّذ٠ٕر ٚفٟ تٌذمٛي، فخشجٛت ١ٌشٚت ِث دذض ٚأشٛت إٌٝ ٠غٛع، فٛجذٚت 

ِٕٗ تٌش١ثط١ٓ ػٕذ لذِٟ ٠غٛع الخًغث صذ١خ تٌؼمً فخثفٛت. ٚأخدشُ٘ تٌٕثظشْٚ أ٠ًضث و١ف أُخشئ تٌّجْٕٛ. فغأٌٗ ج١ّغ جّٙٛس 

وٛسذ تٌجشجغ١ّ١ٓ أْ ٠ٕصشف ػُٕٙ ألّٔٗ تػصشتُ٘ خٛف ػظ١ُ. فذخً تٌغف١ٕر ٚسجغ. فغأٌٗ تٌشجً تٌزٞ خشجس ِٕٗ تٌش١ثط١ٓ أْ 

ٗ ٠ـغٛع لثبالً: تسجـغ إٌٝ خ١صه ٚدّذْض خّث صٕغ هللا إ١ٌه. فز٘ح ٚ٘ٛ ٠ٕثدٞ فٟ تٌّذ٠ٕر وٍّٙث خّث صٕغ إ١ٌٗ ٠ىْٛ ِؼٗ، فصشفـ

 ٠غٛع.

 
Altar Candle Offering: 

 By Nadia Shatara for the good health of Suheil and Saba Shatara and the entire Shatara families. 

Congratulations: 
 To Darron and Pamela Rishwain for the baptism of their baby girl Mila. 

 To Nawal (Wahhab) Nikitaras and Nikolaos Nikitaras for their recent marriage. 

 To Joseph and Diala Malas for the baptism of their baby boy William. 

 To Khalil and Helena Rantisi for the Churching of their baby girl Malak. 

God grant them many years! 

Condolences: 
 We would like to offer our deepest condolences and sympathy to the Katout family on the passing of 

the beloved Mary Katout.  Funeral arrangements will be announced shortly. May her memory be 

eternal! 



 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
Attention Youth and Parents of our Youth! Are you in need of fulfilling community Service Hours, 

do you love working with children, thought about becoming a teacher and want to gain firsthand 

experience, or do you want to help spread the good word of Jesus Christ? Well then, we have a 

perfect opportunity for you!  Saint Nicholas Church is now accepting teacher and teacher aid roles for 

our weekly Sunday School classes. Sunday School classes are typically 30 minutes to 60 minutes per 

week and should take an additional 30 to 60 minutes a week to prepare for. 
 

Saint Nicholas will provide official documentation of your community service hours which will  be 

good for anyone needing to fulfill community service hours for College/High School purposes.  If 

interested, please contact the Church office at 415-648-5200.   

 

YOUTH MONTH & TEEN SOYO 
Christ is in our midst! He is and ever shall be! 
 

I bring to your attention that October in our Antiochian Archdiocese is "Youth Month".  It is vital 

for our church to support our youth as someday many of them may serve in this church and this 

archdiocese as parishioners, officers, priests, seminarians and so on. During the month of 

October, we try our best to support and subsidize the proper education and atmosphere for our 

youth. On behalf of St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church and Teen Soyo, and its officers., I 

(Ilyan Baalbaki) with V. Rev. Fr. George's blessing invite the youth in our church to take charge 

of positions this month! 
 

We also would like to congratulate Mia Hanhan (President), Anna Aho (Vice President), Sophie 

Aho (Treasurer) Elia Saoud (Secretary), and Adrianna Saoud (Public Relations) in their new roles 

as Teen Soyo Officers. Not only will they be the role models for the upcoming youth in our 

church, but they will help in establishing a better Teen Soyo for St. Nicholas, and will spearhead 

all Teen Soyo Projects. 
 

We ask that you pray to St. Nicholas as an intercessor for them, and to guide them in the Lord's 

work. 
 

Subdeacon Ilyan Baalbaki,  Teen Soyo Director. 

 

 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Healing of two possessed in Gergesene 
 

How familiar is this story to us. Yet every time we read it we rediscover something in it which 

touches our heart, or gives a new light to our mind. And to-day I would like to attract your attention 

to three features of this passage. 

The first is the attitude of the devils, of the powers of evil, to their victims. The powers of evil have 

no other intention or desire than to take possession of a living creature and to make it both a sufferer 

and one that will fulfil their will. The Fathers of the Church teach us that the devils can have no direct 

action in this world; all they can do is enslave human beings and through them work the evil within 

them. So this is what these powers of evil had intended: to enslave these men and to make them 

instruments of destruction, but at the same time to make them suffer for it. 

When Christ commanded them to leave their victims they cried, shall I say, for a place of refuge, a 

place where they could dwell and work destruction. And Christ allowed them to in-dwell the pigs. 

Pigs, in the eyes of Jews, were a symbol of impurity; the request to be lodged in their bodies was a 

sign for all who could understand - and every Jew could - that they were as impure as the impurest of 



 
 

the animals. But what happened next was a demonstration to people of what happens when we allow 

ourselves to be possessed of evil, when we allow passions to have power over us - hatred, lust, 

jealousy, and all the passions of body and soul. Being possessed by them we are doomed to 

destruction, as this herd ended in death. 

We should remember this because we do not always realise how much we are in the grip, in the 

power of those things which rule our life: likes and dislikes, hatreds, resentments and so on. We are 

not only possessed, but we are also working evil through our subjection to the power of evil. And the 

warning is clear: if we only allow evil to take possession of us completely, it will mean death; not 

physical death, but a total, tragic alienation from all that is life: from God, from love, from beauty, 

from meaning. We cannot fall out of existence but we can be possessed of an existence which is a 

ghostly one, an existence without life, without content - a shell that is empty, and yet a torment. 

And in contrast to this we see the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God become Man. He is the Creator, 

He is the Lord, He is the Saviour of the whole world; and He forgets everything, as it were, the whole 

of creation to pay attention to nothing but these two men who are in need of salvation, indeed He is 

prepared to leave ninety-nine righteous, whole people who do not need Him at that moment alone in 

order to give all His attention, all His life, indeed all His power to save these two men. In the face of 

all the need of the world He can see every individual need and respond to it with all His love, all His 

compassion, all His understanding and all His divine power to save and to heal. 

There is a third group of people whom we see in action in this Gospel story; it is the inhabitants of the 

country. They had known of the desperate condition of these two men; they were told of what Christ 

did for them; they were told who their master was, who was their tormentor; should they not have 

come to give glory to God and thank Him for delivering the two men from the power of evil? NO! 

All they saw in the act of Christ was that they were deprived of their herd of swine. What mattered to 

them the wholeness and the life and the salvation of these two men? They were deprived of what was 

important to them, what mattered to them more than a human life, and they asked Christ to leave their 

borders, to go because they did not want to risk another miracle that would be costly to them. What a 

tragic - not monstrous, but just tragic contrast between the attitude of God and the attitude of these 

people. 

Let us give thought and ask ourselves, where do we stand? Of course, the first movement we shall 

have is to say, 'On God's side' - it is not true. When there is a tragic need, and the cost of helping 

would be perhaps not a disaster but a pain or loss to us, what would we choose? Let us reflect on this: 

are we really on the side of Christ Who can forget the whole world because His Heart is pierced, 

transfixed with compassion, or - do we allow our heart to be moved one moment, and then recalculate 

the cost and turn away from the need? 

Let us reflect - because every one of these stories, every parable, every image, every act of God is 

challenging us: Where do you stand? Who are you? The person possessed, to whatever extent? A 

disciple of Christ ready to forget everything for the sake of a desperate need? Or rather one of those 

who say to Christ: Go, go away - you are disturbing our peace, the harmony of our life and our 

security? 

Let us reflect deeply; but not only reflect, take a decision and act. 

 انقهب يسكن هللا

ًَ إٌٝ سدّر هللا؟ ِث ٔؼشف ِٓ تٌؼٙذ تٌجذ٠ذ فٟ ِث ٠خّص  ِثرت ٠ؼٕٟ أْ ٔجصّغ ٚٔم١ُ تٌزخ١ذر تإل١ٌّٙر ػٓ ٔفظ أر ٌٕث تٔصم

ّٞ ِششدظ خأػّثٌٗ. ِث أّٚد  ّْ ِص١شٖ تألخذ ًّ ٚتدذ ػٓ أػّثٌٗ، ٚأ ّْ هللا ٠ىثفا و ّْ أػّثي »أْ أٔدّٗ إ١ٌٗ فٟ لٛي تٌّٛز، أ إ

ًّ ٚتدذ ػٓ أػّثٌٗ ّْ هللا ٠جثصٞ و ّْ هللا ٠م١ُ دغثخًث، عجالً فٟ تٌغّثء ٠ذفع ف١ٗ ػٍٝ تإلٔغثْ «تإلٔغثْ شصدؼٗ ٚأ ، ال ٠ؼٕٟ أ

 أػّثٌٗ، دغٕر وثٔس أٚ ع١ّةر، خً إّٔٙث دػٛذ إٌٝ تٌؼًّ تٌصثٌخ.

ًّ ٚتدذ ػٓ أػّثٌ ّْ هللا ٠جثصٞ و ّْ أػّثي تإلٔغثْ شطّٙشٖ. ٢٥: ٥٥( ٚسؤ٠ث ٠ٛدّٕث )٦: ٥:٢ٗ )س١ِٚر تٌمٛي تٌّدثسن إ ( ٠ؼٕٟ أ

ًّ تألدٛتي  فإرت أَٔس أدددس تٌشّج ٚتٌمش٠ح ٚأدغٕس إٌٝ أخ١ه ٚتٔصدَٙس إ١ٌٗ ٚفّشجَس ػٓ وشخصٗ ٚآع١صٗ، ٚوَٕس إ١ٌٗ فٟ و



 
 

ّْ هللا ٠ذغدٙث، ٟ٘ شطّٙشن ٚششفؼه إ١ٌٗ. ١ٌظ ف ٟ تٌمض١ّر ِجثصتذ أٚ ػمثج، فثهلل ١ٌظ ٚشٛتضؼَس، فأػّثٌه شطّٙشن. ١ٌظ أ

ّْ ٠شٜ ِؼثلَد١ٓ فٟ تٌجذ١ُ.  خّٕصمُ ٚال ٠َُغّش هللا خأ

ّْ تإلٔغثْ ٠مّشخٗ هللا إ١ٌٗ ٚأّٔٗ ٘ٛ أ٠ًضث ٠مصشج إٌٝ هللا خثٌطثػر، ف١شٜ تإلٔغثْ ٔفغٗ ِذدًّث هلل ٠ٚشٜ هللا ؼٍَٕر ٌٕث أ ُّ  تٌذم١مر تٌ

ٓ أدحّ  َّ ًّ تٌمض١ّر ِذدّر. ف ّْ هللا  ِذدًّث ٌٗ، ٚو ٓ ال ٠ذّح ٠دصؼذ ػٓ ٚجٗ هللا ٠ٚدمٝ فٟ ظالِٗ. ١ٌظ أ َِ ٠ٕجزج إٌٝ ٚجٗ هللا، ٚ

ث ٌٕفغٗ فٙٛ ٠ؼّزج ٔفغٗ فٟ  ًّ ث. تإلٔغثْ خٍك جذ١ ًّ ّْ هللا خٍك تٌجذ١ُ، هللا ٌُ ٠خٍك جذ١ ٠طشح أدًذت فٟ تٌظٍّر تٌدّشت١ّٔر. ١ٌظ أ

 خطث٠ث، ١ٌٚظ ِٓ خط١ةر إالّ ٚشذًّ ػمثخٙث.

ح، تإلٔغثْ ٠ىشٖ ٚتٌىشت١٘ر رتشٙث شؼز٠ح. تإلٔغثْ ال ٠ُطَشح فٟ تٌجذ١ُ ػدثًث ٚشؼّغفًث ٌىّٕٗ ٠أشٟ خثٌجذ١ُ إ١ٌٗ. ٟ٘ هللا ال ٠ؼثل

شُطَشح ف١ٗ ٚال ٠ُطَشح ٘ٛ ف١ٙث. تإلٔغثْ ٠جؼً ٔفغٗ فٟ ظالَ ألّٔٗ ال ٠ذّح، ألّٔٗ ال ٠صطّٙش، ٚإرت أدّح ٠جؼً تٌغّثء فٟ رتشٗ. 

، ٠أشٟ خثهلل إٌٝ لٍدٗ أٚ ٠ّأل لٍدٗ خثٌششٚس. تإلٔغثْ ال ٠ز٘ح ٚال ٠أشٟ،  ّٞ ال ٠صؼذ ٚال ٠ٕضي. تإلٔغثْ ٕ٘ث فٟ ٘زت تٌمٍح تٌدشش

.ٍٗ ّّ  ٠فشح خثٌفض١ٍر ٟٚ٘ ششفؼٗ ٚشج

ّٞ إرت عىٕصٗ تٌخط١ةر فّّضلصٗ ٚصثس  ّْ تٌمٍح تٌدشش ّٞ إرت عىٕٗ هللا، أٞ إرت عىٕصٗ تٌفض١ٍر فٙٛ عّثء. ٚإرت فّٕٙث أ تٌمٍح تٌدشش

ث ٔى ًّ ًّ شٟء. ١ٌظ فٟ تٌذ١ٔث إالّ هللا. فإرت أَٔس أدددصَٗ فأٔس ِؼٗ ٚأَٔس ف١ٗ ٚ٘ٛ ف١ه. ٚإرت أَٔس أدددَس شٙٛشه جذ١ ْٛ لذ فّٕٙث و

ٚخط١ةصه ٚوشَ٘س تٌٕثط فأَٔس فٟ تٌجذ١ُ ٚتٌجذ١ُ ف١ه، ٚأٔس ِغ تٌش١طثْ ٚتٌش١طثْ ٠الصِه، ٚأٔس خؼ١ذ ػٓ ٚجٗ هللا ألّٔه 

 .شششجف ِٕٗ ٚألّٔه شدغضٗ خأػّثٌه

ّْ تإلٔغثْ ٠ذّح هللا إْ أطثع ٚصث٠ثٖ  ّْ تإلٔغثْ ٠ذّح هللا ألّٔٗ ٠صىٍُّ ػ١ٍٗ ٚألّٔٗ ٠صٍّٟ، ٘زت ١ٌظ خّذّه. تٌّذّه أ ال شظّٕٛت أ

ٚأطثع تإلخٛذ. ِٚث تٌصالذ ٚتألعشتس تٌّمّذعر ٚتألصٛتَ ٚتٌجٙثدتز تٌشٚد١ّر وٍّٙث إالّ ٚعثبً ضشٚس٠ّر دصّٝ ٔصً إٌٝ 

ّٟ ف١ٕث تٌ  زٞ ٘ٛ ُعىٕٝ هللا.تٌجّثي تٌشٚد

، تٌزٞ ٘ٛ تدصفثي  ّٟ ّْ تٌّذدّر تإل١ٌّٙر تٌصٟ تٔغىدس ػٍٝ تٌص١ٍح شٕغىح فٟ تٌمّذتط تإلٌٙ ّٟ إل٠ّثٕٔث خأ ٔجصّغ فٟ تٌمّذتط تإلٌٙ

ُّ ػٍٝ تٌجٍجٍر ٚتدصفثي خثٌم١ثِر.  خثٌص١ٍح تٌزٞ ش

 جثٚسج١ٛط ِطشتْ جدً ٌدٕثْ

  



 
 

 



 
 



 
 

  

 
 


