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Sunday, December 03, 2017
Memorial Service:
ThisIndeed
Sunday:He is Risen!
Christ is Risen!
Six Month Memorial Service for the Servant of God Bishara Wahab offered by
his family.
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her family.
.وكل عبم وأنتن بخيش
Forty Day Memorial Service for the Servant of God Qusta Jeries Wahbeh
offered by his family.
May their memory be eternal!
th

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NATIVITY FAST: November 15th - December 25th We would like to wish
you a happy Advent season!
Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period proceeding the Christmas season in which
we abstain from meat and dairy products.
es Eating fish is allowed except
Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like breakfasts,
lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is seeking the spirituality and the
preparation for the feast of the advent of our Lord on December 25th.

.غ١أٔزُ ثأٌف سٚ َ وً ػب:خ األدجبء١ أثٕبء اٌغػ:الص١ٌَّ اٛثضء ص
ٓ٠ٔ رشغ٥ ٗ١الغ فٌٛالص ٘ظا اٌؼبَ األعثؼبء ا١ٌَّ اٛجضأ ص٠ ،خ اٌّمضؿخ١طوـٛـزٕب األعص١ٕ وٟف
.يْٚ األٕٛٔ وب٤ ٝـزّغ دز١ؿٚ ،ٟٔاٌضب
.ف١َ سفٛ صٛٙ ف،ٕٔ:ٓٓ َ ٌٍـبػخٛجض صٛ٠  الٞ أ."َٟ أمطبػٛٗ "ص١جض فٛ٠ َ الٛ٘ظا اٌصٚ
.خ١ِب١اص صِٛ ِٓ ،ججخ افطبع صجبدبٚ يٚغ أْ ٔزٕب١ ٔـزطٞأ
ك٠ غغٍٝضٌٕب ػ١ٌ ٌُ اٌؼبٌٝ اثٓ هللا ئٝٗ أر١ فٞالص "اٌظ١ٌّض "ا١ي ؿٕذزفً ثؼْٚ األٕٛٔ وب٥ ٟفٚ
َ_ِجبعنٛص. ة٢ هللا اٌٝك ئ٠ اٌطغ،اٌشالص
١٩-٨ :٥  أفسس:الشسبلة
ّ دٚ ث ّغٚ  و ًّ صالحٟ فٛ٘ حٚ(فاْ صّغ اٌغ
ّ عٌٕٛالص اٚا وأٛح اؿٍىٛب ئس٠
ٟا فٛال رشزغوٚ ، ّ اٌغةٜ ٌضّٟ  ِغْ ظٛ٘ ٓ ِب٠ك) ِشزجغ
ّ
ّ .بٙ١ٍا ػٛثّشٚ ٞ
َّ .عًب٠مجخ طوغ٘ب أ٠ ب ؿ ًغاٍّٙٔٛؼ٠ ٟفاْ األػّبي اٌز
ّ غ اٌّضّغح ثً ثبٌذغ١أػّبي اٌظٍّخ غ
ٍُٓؼ٠ ٗ١ٍثَّز ػٛ٠ ٌىٓ و ًّ ِب
ً
ّ .عٌٕٛثب
اٛا ئطا أْ رـٍىٚ فبٔظغ.خ١ َء ٌه اٌّـٟع١اد فِٛٓ األ١لُ ِٓ ثٚ ُب إٌبئّٙ٠مع أ١ي اؿزٛم٠ ٌظٌهٚ .عٛٔ ٛ٘ ٍُٓؼ٠ فاْ و ًّ ِب
ّ لذٌٛٓ ا٠الء ثً وذىّبء ِفزضٙثذظع ال وج
ا ثبٌشّغٚال رـىغٚ ّئخ اٌغة١ا ِب ِشّٛٙبء ثً اف١ا أغجٛٔٛ فٍظٌه ال رى.غح٠ّبَ شغ٠فاْ األ
ٍ
. ّثىُ ٌٍغةٍٛ لٟٓ ف١ٍِّغرٚ ٓ١ّّّٔخ ِغ١دٚأغب ٍْ عٚ خ١رـبثٚ غ١ِٓ ثؼعىُ ثؼعًب ثّؼا١ٍّّح ِىٚا ثبٌغٛ ثً اِزٍئ،ب اٌضػبعحٙ١ فٟاٌز

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Ephesians. (5:8-19)
Brethren, walk as children of light—for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true—
and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret; but when anything is
exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it is said,
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light.” Look carefully then how you
walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is
debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.
THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (18:35-43)
At that time, when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging; and
hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing
by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in front rebuked him,
telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus
stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him; and when he came near, Jesus asked him, “What do
you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive
your sight; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus,
glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.

٤٣-٣٥ :١٨  لىقب:اإلنجيل
ُ
ً
 ِب ٘ظا؟ فأسجغ: فٍ ّّب ؿّغ اٌجّ َغ ِجزبػا ؿأي.ٟـزؼط٠ ك٠ اٌطغٍٝ جبٌـًب ػّٝذب وبْ أػ٠ع ثبٌمغة ِٓ أعٛـ٠ ّب١ طٌه اٌؼِبْ فٟف
ّ
ّ ع إٌبصغٛـ٠ ْثأ
صٚب اثٓ صا٠ :ـىذ فبػصاص صغا ًسب١ٌ ِْٛ فؼجغٖ اٌّزم ّض.ّٟٕص اعدٚع اثٓ صاٛـ٠ ب٠ :ً فصغر لبئال.ٌ ػبثغٞ
ُ
، أثصغ:عٛـ٠ ٌٗ  فمبي.ب عةّ أْ أثصغ٠ :ض أْ أصٕغ ٌه؟ فمبي٠ ِبطا رغ:ٌٗ فٍ ّّب لغُة ؿأ.ٗ١ٌُم ّضَ ئ٠ ْأِغ ثأٚ عٛـ٠ لفٛ ف.ّٟٕاعد
.ا هللاٛا ؿجّذٚغ اٌشؼت ئط عأ١ّجٚ .ّجّض هللا٠ ٛ٘ٚ ٗرجؼٚ  اٌذبي أثصغٟفٚ .ّبٔه لض سٍّصه٠ئ

Altar Candle Offering:
 By Angel Salfiti in loving memory of her parents Costandi and Ellen, her brother Elias, her
neice Lana, and her cousin Nadi. Also for the good health of her and her family.
 By Maha Dabit in loving memory of her husband Rimon Dabit, and her parents Nakleh and
Ellen Aho. Also for the good health of her children Alex, Christopher, and Alexis.
 By St. Nicholas church for the good health of Dr. Tali Bashour, Rema Kari, Leila Paolino,
and Chris Atwan.
 By St. Nicholas church for the good health of all who are named Nick, Nicholas, Nicole, Nicola
after the feast of Saint Nicholas on December 6th on the occasion of their Names’ Day! Fr.
Nicholas Borzghol, Nicholas Baalbaki, Nicholas Katout, Nicholas Nabil Hanhan, Nicholas
Tannous, Nicholas Qaqish, Nicole Aho, Nicole Hanhan, Nikki Hanhan, Nicole Jadelrab,
Nicole Wahab, Nicole Bekhete, Nick Nicola, Nicola Akik, Nicholas Kayyal, Nicholas
Maalouf, Nick Baba, and in loving memory of Fr. Nicholas Habib and Nick Saba, God
Bless!
Condolences and Sympathy:
 To Paul Nasif on the passing of his father Chuck.
 To Issa Shnoudi and the Shnoudi family on the passing of Dr. Mounir Naim Shnoudi.
 To the Yanni family on the passing of Georgette Yanni.
 To the Shamieh family on the passing of Jackie Nabeeh Shamieh.
God Bless and May their memory be eternal!

SAVE THE DATE:

 BURBARA: December 3rd: Delicious “Burbara” Pudding will be served after Liturgy donated by
Diana Batshon in memory of her Husband Michel Batshon. May his memory be eternal! Many
thanks to Diana. May God bless you and your family.

 The Feast of the Patron Saint of our Church: Saint Nicholas

Wednesday December 6th Celebrating the great Feast of St. Nicholas the
Patron Saint of our Church /  سئيس أسبقفة هيشا،نيقىالوس العجبئبي
Matins at 10:00 AM, Diving Liturgy at 11:00 AM.

 Parish Council Election will take place on December 10th.
There will be a parish council election meeting for the sole purpose of
electing some members of the Parish Council for the upcoming term. Three
are to be elected and one to be appointed by the Pastor.
Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council
must be fully pledged and spiritually qualified.
Please submit your candidate’s name to Father George and/or Maher Shami by Sunday
December 3rd.
In order to vote in the elections, members must be in spiritual and financial good standing
with the church.

 CHRISTMAS PARTY: Saturday December 16th, 2017. Donation: $75
Performance by: FADI HANANI
 YOUTH LOCK-IN: Friday December 22nd, 2017. 7:00 PM – 9:00 AM. Free admission,
just bring your sleeping bags! St. Nicholas Youth Invites all of you to the Youth Lock in!
Starting @ 7 PM we will be having a Nativity Movie and discussion led by Fr. George
Baalbaki. Directly afterwards, youth will have the chance to bond through games, music,
activities and more! Pick them up after breakfast and Morning Service the next day!
Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: On Prayer for the Departed
Whenever someone dear to us departs this earthly life and enters into eternity, we pray for God's mercy,
indeed for God's love to enfold the person and bring him into the eternity of joy which is in God. Every
Saturday, as on certain other occasions, we pray regularly for the departed, but on Saturdays in a special
context - we pray also to the Mother of God and sing her glory. And it is not by chance or in vain that the two
prayers are intertwined.
When we pray for the departed, we do not ask God to be unjust and to pardon sins gratuitously, and not to
reject those who have rejected Him and are still unable to commune with Him before the love of God has
penetrated them, as the warmth of the sun penetrates the cold bodies of the earth.. We pray for the departed
testifying thereby that they have not lived in vain on earth, that they have, while they were on earth, kindled in
our hearts a flame, a flame of gratitude, of reverence, of love; this flame may be small or great; it may be
nothing more than the flickering light of a candle, but it can also be like the burning bush, shining with all the
glory of the love of God, of His divine presence. We testify, when we pray for the departed, that we have
received from them a message, a message of truth, of faith, of hope, of joy; that they have been for us a way to
God, that they have opened to us a door which leads into eternal life, because life eternal consists in knowing
the living God, and we pray to Him indeed, because He is not the God of the dead but the God of those who
live. And if our love can be undying, if the Old Testament could say that love is stronger than death - how
much more can we say that the love of God in Christ is stronger than anything - death indeed, among other
things, because in Christ death has been defeated, death has been harrowed, life has gushed forth like a torrent
from the tomb of the Resurrection.

And this is why we turn to the Mother of God, both in prayer and in veneration, rejoicing that She is one of
us, a Woman among women, and yet - a Woman like none for the greatness, the perfection of her gift of self
to God, of her transparency to God, for her suppleness in the creative hands of God. Indeed, it is because She
could believe unreservedly, heroically that the Incarnation was made possible! She is truly the Mother of Life,
but not as the first Eve, the mother of all those who live on earth and are doomed one day to depart this life. No, She is the Mother of Life because She has brought into the world Life Eternal, God Himself become man,
the Son of God Who in, but also through Her, has become the Son of man.
She also had to die, as Christ did, in total solidarity, in union with us; but She died inseparably united to the
God to Whom She had given her soul and her body, her life without reserve, and indeed, as we are told in one
of the Church's prayers, the grave and death proved incapable of keeping her a prisoner. She so communed to
eternal life by her total gift of self to God and for unity with Christ, that She rose alive, and She is after Christ
the first fruit of all those who have lived on earth, departed this earthly life and entered into eternity; She
alone, after Christ, entered it fulfilled, entered it in body and soul. We are expecting the glorious resurrection
of the last day, when living souls, cleansed, renewed by repentance, by the tears of our broken-heartedness
and washed in the blood of the Lamb will be reunited to our bodies and stand, an incarnate humanity beyond
death, beyond sin, beyond everything which is less than communion with God, since we are promised that the
day will come when God shall be all in all.
And when we pray now to the Mother of God, and for the departed, these are thoughts which are in our hearts
and minds. Yes, death is overcome, and we have evidence of it in the person of the Mother of God, and not
only in the unique victory of Christ. But can we, frail, hesitant in our faith, hope to follow her into eternity?
Indeed, yes, if we learn from her the transparency that allowed the light of God to shine through her, the
surrender that allowed her to become the vessel of the Incarnation, the gift of self, heroic, courageous, selfsacrificing that allowed her to be the Mother of our Saviour.
We must remember the words of Saint Paul, or rather of Christ spoken to Paul when he felt unable to fulfil his
earthly mission and asked for strength, "My grace sufficeth unto thee, My power is made manifest in
weakness", - not in laziness, not in cowardice, but in that weakness which is perfect surrender.
Let us learn from the Mother of God so to surrender that the life of God may pervade us; and let us pray for
all the departed who entered into eternity in twilight that they should be enlightened, indeed, more that this be filled with light, in the words of Saint Gregory Palamas, like pure crystals which obscure no light that
flows through them, and yet reflect it in all directions through the many, many facets of their unique
personality ..... Let us hope, let us believe, let us surrender, let us learn, and give glory to the Mother of God,
and to our Lord and Savior and God Jesus Christ!

أى أُبصش

 لض طاق،ٌّٝض أػٛ٠ ٌُٚ  أّٔٗ وبْ ِجصغًإٝؼ٠  ٘ظا.ُجصغ٠ ْ ػٕضٖ أٟٕاٌغدّخ وبٔذ رؼٚ ،ع عدّخٛـ٠ ٌٝذب ئ٠ أعّٝغٍت أػ
ّ مًّٕب١وبْ ِزٚ ،ٓ١ فبؿزغبس ِغّرٟشف٠ ض٠ اٌجضّٟ ٍ١ٍئْ اٌّؼٍُّ اٌج
ّ ٌٗ ً١ ل.ٗأعاص اؿزؼبصرٚ صغ
.ٗ شفبئٍٝع لبصع ػٛـ٠ ْأ
َ َجّبي اٌج
ّ
. ّ شفبٖ اٌغةٌّٝ ّّب غٍت األػٚ ض أْ أصٕغ ٌه؟٠ ِبطا رغ:ٌٗ فـأّٝاعًا ِغ األػٌٛىٓ اٌغةّ أعاص د
بٙأْ ٔـزفظؼٚ بٙ أْ ٔضعو،ئزٕب١ص أْ ٔؼغف سطٛجٌٛ اٟء فٌٟؼ ًّ أ٘ ُّ شٚ .عدّخٚ َّخ اؿزغدب١ّخ ٌإلٔـبْ ِغ هللا لع١و ًّ لع
ّ ٗ١ٌّخ أْ ٔؼغف إّٔٔب فمغاء ئ١ اٌمع.ٞٓ اٌفبص١ثٚ ٕٕب١ب ثبػضد ثّٙٔٔذؾّ ثأٚ
ٚ جّبي أٚ ِجض أٚ صذّخ إٔٚب ِٓ ِبي أ٠أْ و ًّ ِب ٌضٚ
ٓ رذذ١ ئْ ػغفٕب أٔفـٕب إّٔٔب سطأح ِٕـذم.َٛ٠ ًّ ٕب و١ٍ ػٌٝاٛال اٌزفبربد ِٕٗ رزٌٛٚ ،ٗال عدّزٌٛ خٙؼًب ثبغٍخ ربف١ّٗ ج١ٌِب ئ
.ة اٌغدت٢ صضع اٌٝؼًب ئ١ّٗ ج١ٕع ُّ ث٠ ّٗٔٔـزغفغ ٌؼٍّٕب ثأٚ ٗ١ٌ فأّّب ٔظ٘ت ئ، ٔغرىتٟع اٌزٚوضغح اٌشغ
ّ ،ْعح ٌى ًّ ئٔـبٚ اٌعغٟ٘ ٖ٘ظٚ ٝ اٌّجزغٛ٘  ٘ظا،»«أْ أُثصغ
 و ًّ اِغب.ٗأغغاظٚ ٖعٚٗ شغ١ّألْ والًّ ِّٕب رؼ
،ًٕفؼ٠ ،خ١ثال دىُ صذٚ  صبئتٞصجخ اإلٔـبْ ثال عأ٠ٚ غح١ اٌجصّٟب رؼّٙٔرذ ّىّذ فاٚ رغثّؼذٚ ح ئطا صسٍذٛٙ فبٌش.ّٝأػ
. ثمٍت ِزّغّصٚٗ أ١ ثشفزٚٗ أ٠ض١عغة إٌبؽ ث٠
ّ ؼغف٠ ٌُ  ِبٜغ٠ ْغ أ١ـزط٠  ٌىّٕٗ ال، و ًّ ٌذظخٟفٚ َٛ٠ ًّ  وُٟجصغ ف٠ ْ أٌٝذزبط اإلٔـبْ ئ٠
إّٔٔب ثالٚ ،حٚأْ هللا ِصضع اٌغ
ّ  اٌمٕبػخٌٝء ِب ٌُ ٔصً ئٟ ٌىّٕٕب ٌـٕب ثش،أعػالٕبٚ ع ػبئالرٕبِٛ ثؼط أ،بء١عثّٕب لض ٕٔظُّ ثؼط األش
برٕب١ دٛ٘ خ١ثأْ اٌّـ
ّ
ٕٝ غٟ ف، ِغضٟ فٚ صذّخ أْٟ فٛ لض ٔىٚ ؿالِخ أْٟ فٛلض ٔىٚ ،لض رظ٘تٚ ٟلض رأرٚ ،خ ئّّٔب رؼاص ٌٕب١ع اٌجبلِٛثأْ و ًّ األٚ
.خ٠ٚبء ِزـب١ و ًّ ٘ظٖ األش، فمغٟ فٚأ
جت٠ ظاٌٙٚ .بِٕٙؼشٚ بٍِّٙٙٚ ءٟ و ًّ شٟبرٕب ف١ك د١خ عف١ْ اٌّـٛى٠ ْ أٛ٘  اٌصبِض،ُ اٌضائ، اٌطب٘غ،ً١ٍض اٌج١دٌٛاألِغ ا
َأِبٚ اظغ أِبِهٛح رٚعٚ ح ثـبغخٚأػطٕب عٚ ،اد اٌـب ِّخٛٙ فأط ِ٘ت ػّٕب ٘ظٖ اٌش،ض أْ ٔجصغ٠ب عةّ ٔغ٠ :ٓ١ٍش لبئ١أْ ٔـزغ
.ّبٔه سٍّصه فأثصغ٠ ئٟٕب اث٠ : ّت اٌغة١ج٠ ئط طانٚ . ال ٔـزىجغّٝإٌبؽ دز

ئّ٠بٔه ٙ٠ض٠ه ئٌّ ٝ
أْ شٛٙاره ظبعّح ٛ٘ٚ ،اٌظ٠ ٞؼٍّّه إٌّبػػبد ٚاٌّمبرٍخ ئّّٔب ٘ ٟأِٛع ربفٙخ ٚاإلٔـبْ اٌظ ٞأِبِه ٘ٛ
س١غ ِٓ و ًّ ِصبٌذه.
ّ
ئّ٠بٔه ٠ؼٍّّه ،فبإلّ٠بْ ٌ١ؾ وّب ٠زص ّٛع اٌىض١غ ْٚأْ ٔصضق ػج١جخ رذضس ٕ٘ب ِٚؼجؼح رذصً ٕ٘بن١ٌ .ؾ اإلّ٠بْ أْ ٔمزٕغ
ثى ًّ ِب ٠مٌٕ ٌٗٛب ػب ِّخ إٌبؽ١ٌ .ؾ اإلّ٠بْ أِغًا ٠ز ُّ ف ٟاٌؼمً ،ف ٟاٌظ٘ٓ( .غجؼًب ِٓ اٌـ ًٙج ًّضا أْ ٔمٛي ّ
ئْ هللا ِٛجٛص،
ّ
ٌٚىٓ هللا ئطا وبْ ال ٠ذغّوه ٚال ١ٕٙ٠ه ٚال ٕ٠ؼشه ٚال ٠جؼٍه ػبِالً عؿٛالً ف ٟؿجِ ٍٗ١م ّضؿًب ،فىأّٔٗ
فبٌطج١ؼخ وٍّٙب رش١غ ئٌ.ٗ١
غ١غ ِٛجٛص) .اٌّٛجٛص ٘ ِٓ ٛأرؼبغٚ ٝئّ٠بٖ ثبٌذتّ  .اإلّ٠بْ ٌ١ؾ رصض٠مًب ،اإلّ٠بْ صمخ ،صمخ ثبهللٚ ،أْ ٔـٍُّ إٌفؾ ئٌ.ٗ١
ّ
اٌظٓ أ ٚاٌزشٌّ ٓ١ىّٕٗ عؤ٠خ.
اإلّ٠بْ ٠م .ٓ١اإلّ٠بْ ٌ١ؾ
ُ
ّ
أثصغ ػظُ ئّ٠بٔٗ ألٔٗ ٌّؾ ل ّٛح ٠ـٛع .ال ٠ـزط١غ أدض أْ ٠مٕؼٗ ّ
شبف أ ٚغ١غ
ثأْ ٠ـٛع غ١غ ل ،ّٞٛأ ٚغ١غ
األػّ ٝثؼض أْ
ٍ
َ
أْ اٌّـ١خ و ًّ شٟء .اٌّإِٓ ٌ١ؾ َِٓ ٠ذـت ّ
فب ٍصٌٚ ،ىّٕٗ أسظ ثصغًا ٚصبع ٠ؼٍُ ّ
أْ ٕ٘بن آسغح لض رى ،ْٛال .اٌمعّ١خ ٌ١ـذ
ٚ ٞثأّٔٗ ِذتّ ٚثأّٔٗ اٌغد .ُ١اإلّ٠بْ عؤ٠خ ّ
ظًّٕب ،ئّٔٙب ػٍُ .اإلّ٠بْ ػٍُ ّ
ثأْ هللا لّ ٛ
ثأْ اٌّـ١خ ِؼٕب اٚ ْ٢أّٔٗ ؿ١الػِٕب غ ًضا،
ٚإّٔٔب ٕٔبج ٗ١ػٍ ٝاٌغجبء.
ّ
اٌظٓ ٚف ٟرصض٠ك ِب ُ٠مبي ٕ٘ب ٕ٘ٚبن .ئْ ٌُ ٠ىٓ ػٕضٔب ٘ظا اإلّ٠بْ اٌظٞ
ئْ ٌُ ٠ىٓ ػٕضٔب ٘ظا اإلّ٠بْ ؿٕجم ٝف ٟاٌزشّٚ ٓ١فٟ
ّ
٠جؼٍٕب ٔذؾّ ٍّٔٚؾ ٔٚز١مّٓ ّ
أْ اٌّـ١خ أل ِٓ ٜٛاٌّٛد .ئطا رٛصٍّٕب ئٌ٘ ٝظٖ اٌمٕبػخ ثإٔٔب ئْ فمضٔب و ًّ شٟء ٚثمٕ١ب ٚدضٔب
ٚر١مّّٕب ّ
وبف ٌٕب ػٕضئظ ٔى ِٓ ْٛاٌّإِٕٔٚ ٓ١ى ِٓ ْٛاٌّجصغ.ٓ٠
أْ اٌّـ١خ
ٍ
جبٚعجٛ١ؽ ِطغاْ ججٚ ً١اٌجزغِٚ ْٚب ّٙ١ٍ٠ب (ججً ٌجٕبْ)

