
House Blessings are underway: 
You will receive a phone call from the Church Office for scheduling. If you would like to 

reschedule to another date, please call the church office or Fr. George‟s cellphone: 586 214-4428 
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Sunday, January 21, 2018 

Zacchaeus Sunday and Venerable Maximos the Confessor 

 صّوب اٌؼّشبس / اٌمّذ٠ظ ِىغ١ّٛط اٌّؼزشف

 

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Ephesians. (4:7-13) 

Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ‟s gift.  Therefore, it is 

said, “When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.”  (In saying, 

“He ascended,” what does it mean but that He had also descended into the lower parts of the 

earth?  He who descended is He who also ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all 

things.)  And His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 

pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 

mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

 ١٣-٧: ٤الرسالة: أفسس 

ًّ ٚادذ ِّٕب أُػط١ذ إٌؼّخ ػٍٝ ِ ب طؼذ إٌٝ اٌؼٍٝ عجٝ عج١ًب ٚأػطٝ إٌبط ػطب٠ب. ٠ب إخٛح ٌى ّّ مذاس ِٛ٘جخ اٌّغ١خ. فٍزٌه ٠مٛي: ٌ

ًّ شٟء،  الً إٌٝ أعبفً األسع؟ فزان اٌزٞ ٔضي ٘ٛ اٌزٞ طؼذ أ٠ًؼب فٛق اٌغّبٚاد وٍّٙب ١ٌّأل و ّٚ فىٛٔٗ طؼذ، ً٘ ٘ٛ إالّ أّٔٗ ٔضي أ

جّشش٠ٓ ٚاٌجؼغ سػبح ِٚؼ١ٍّّٓ، ألجً رى١ًّ اٌمّذ٠غ١ٓ ٌٚؼًّ ٚ٘ٛ لذ أَػطٝ أْ ٠ىْٛ اٌجؼُغ سعالً ٚاٌجؼغ أٔج١بء ٚاٌجؼغ ِ

 إٔغبْ وبًِ، إٌٝ ِمذاس لبِخ ًِء اٌخذِخ ٚث١ٕبْ جغذ اٌّغ١خ، إٌٝ أْ ٕٔزٟٙ ج١ّؼٕب إٌٝ ٚدذح اإل٠ّبْ ِٚؼشفخ اثٓ هللا، إٌٝ
 اٌّغ١خ.

 
THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (19:1-10) 

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  And there was a man named 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich.  And he sought to see Who Jesus was, but could 

not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature.  So he ran on ahead and climbed up 

into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that way.  And when Jesus came to the place, 

He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your 

house today.”  So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully.  And when they saw 

it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.”  And Zacchaeus 

stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.”  And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 

come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to save 

the lost.” 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

 ST. NICHOLAS FAMILY KARAOKE NIGHT: Saturday, January 20th at 6:00 PM at 

the St. Nicholas Church Hall. Adults: $25 Children: $10 Includes dinner, music, and 

dancing. Starring: JOE KEYTAR.  Let‟s start 2018 with this fun event, bring your family 

members, friends and your singing talents and let‟s all sing our lungs away with the amazing 

live music of “Joe Keytar” You can count on us to make this event extra special and we‟re 

counting on you to support our church. The list of the songs will be posted the day of the 

event at: joekeytar.com 

 **POSTPONED**ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH MEETING:  is now on Sunday 

January 21
st
, 2018. The main item on the agenda is to discuss and approve a budget for 

2018. We will also be initiating the new officers of the Parish Council, Men’s Fellowship, 

and the Ladies Auxiliary. In order to have the right to vote, you have to be spiritually 

qualified, a member in good standing, and dues for 2017 should be paid. 

 WALK FOR LIFE PILGRIMAGE: Friday January 26
th

 through Sunday January 28
th

 

We will have vespers here at St. Nicholas on Saturday January 27
th

 at 5:30 PM followed 

by an Akhapi meal. Orthodox Christians from all over will be gathering for a pan-Orthodox 

weekend of prayer, fellowship and learning surrounding the pro-life West Coast Walk for 

Life. For info about the events and times please visit www.walkforlifewc.com  

 METROPOLITAN JOSEPH VISIT: Sunday February 4
th

, 2018. His Eminence 

Metropolitan Joseph will make his Fatherly visit to our church. He will also be ordaining 

Deacon Niphon Sweis to the rank of Priesthood. More info to follow.. 

 RETREAT: Saturday March, 10
th

. A retreat with the great scholar and teacher Father 

Paul Tarazi. More info to come. 

 

 ١٠-١: ١٩اإلنجيل: لوقا 

فٟ رٌه اٌضِبْ ف١ّب ٠غٛع ِجزبٌص فٟ أس٠ذب إرا ثشجً اعّٗ صّوب وبْ سئ١ًغب ػٍٝ اٌؼّشبس٠ٓ ٚوبْ غ١ًّٕب. وبْ ٠ٍزّظ أْ ٠شٜ ٠غٛع 

١ضح ١ٌٕظشٖ ألّٔٗ وبْ ِضًِؼب أْ ٠جزبص ثٙب.  ّّ ٓ ٘ٛ، فٍُ ٠ىٓ ٠غزط١غ ِٓ اٌجّغ ألّٔٗ وبْ لظ١ش اٌمبِخ. فزمّذَ ِغشًػب ٚطؼذ إٌٝ ج َِ
ب أزٙٝ ٠غ ّّ ٛع إٌٝ اٌّٛػغ سفغ ؽْشفٗ فشآٖ فمبي ٌٗ: ٠ب صّوب أعشع ٚأضي فب١ٌَٛ ٠ٕجغٟ ٌٟ أْ أِىث فٟ ث١زه. فأعشع ٚٔضي ٚلجٍٗ فٍ

ًّ ػٕذ سجً خبؽئ. فٛلف صّوب ٚلبي ١ٌغٛع: ٘بأٔزا ٠ب سّة أػطٟ  ِّشٚا لبئ١ٍٓ: إّٔٗ دخً ١ٌذ ب سأٜ اٌج١ّغ رٌه رز ّّ فشًدب. فٍ

ُٕذ أدًذا فٟ شٟء أسّد أسثؼخ أػؼبف. فمبي ٌٗ ٠غٛع: ا١ٌَٛ لذ دظً اٌخالص ٌٙزا اٌج١ذ اٌّغبو١ٓ ٔظف أِٛاٌٟ. ٚإْ وُٕذ لذ غج

ّْ اثٓ اٌجشش إّّٔب أرٝ ١ٌطٍت ٠ٚخٍّض ِب لذ ٍ٘ه.  ألّٔٗ ٘ٛ أ٠ًؼب اثٓ إرثشا١ُ٘، أل

Altar Candle Offering: 

 By Nadim, Janan, Jim, Ivette, Jennifer, Brandon, and Matthew Howell, Jane and Oscar 

Moran for the good health of Basma Howell on the occasion of her birthday January 18
th

.  

 For the good health of the Katout, Shea, and Rantisi families. 

Special Thank You: 

 And best wishes to Joe Shatara for all the hard work and time he put in to help us set up our 

telephone and internet system. Many thanks and God bless! 

Sympathy and Condolences: 

 We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the Zaghbaba and Halteh 

families for the passing of Mr. George Zaghbaba in Amen, Jordan last Sunday. Many prayers 

to his wife Vera (Halteh) Zaghbaba, sons Salim and Louy Zaghbaba, daughters Nahla 

Dihmes, Nuna Banadak, and Dima Shariha. May his memory be eternal! 
  

http://joekeytar.com/
http://www.walkforlifewc.com/


 
 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Zacchaeus 

 

Today we are confronted with the story of Zacchaeus. There are two aspects in it to which I 

would like to attract you attention. On the one hand, Zacchaeus speaks to us of the most 

common, the most all-pervading sin which ruins our life: it is vanity, dependence on the 

judgment of people, longing for their approval, desire to be right in their eyes whatever our 

conscience says, whatever the judgment of God may be. 

Saint John of the Ladder says that vanity is arrogance in the face of God and cowardice in the 

face of men. And indeed, vanity is something in us, which eats in everything we do, into every 

plan, into every desire, into every hope, into everything we attempt, like rust, or to use another 

image of the Lord, like moth destroys all that could be beautiful in our actions, eats into good 

and evil, but destroys all of it, leaving only very little that can stand our own judgment, the 

judgment of our own conscience, and the judgment of God, but also the judgment of the 

people who in the end see us as we are, and turn away from us with sadness or with revulsion. 

Vanity is not the same thing as pride. Pride, as described by the spiritual writers, is a truly 

devilish attitude of one who says, „I am self-sufficient, I need neither God, nor men! Neither 

God‟s judgment, nor men‟s judgment counts for me! I am my own law, and I despise all other 

judgment‟. How different from vanity! Vanity consists of our longing, our desire to be 

approved of whatever the cost - and that is the terrible thing: whatever the cost! Even at the 

cost of our integrity, even at the cost of our faith, of our loyalty to God, of our loyalty to 

others, not to be condemned, not to be judged severely. 

And in the case of Zacchaeus, we see a man who proved able, because he so longed to be with 

God, so longed to see Him, the God come to save sinners, that he turned away, he trod under 

foot his own vanity. He, a man well known in his city, a man who was respected, a man who 

had a social standing, like a street boy climbed upon a tree to see Christ because he was small 

of stature and the crowd prevented him from meeting the gaze of His Saviour. How much he 

must have heard of laughter, of jokes, of cat-cries! But it mattered nothing to him; what 

mattered was to see Christ. 

Who of us has the courage to act in a similar way? Not to take, perhaps, that risk, but any risk? 

A few years ago, a young man came to see me who complained that we had few young men, 

or men altogether in our midst; and I said to him, „Have you brought your friends here?‟ He 

looked at me with horror and said, „I couldn't possibly speak of my faith to my friends! They 

might laugh at me!‟ That was an example of the way in which we treat God, our true, deepest 

convictions, our own selves, ultimately. 

And then, there is another aspect in the story of Zacchaeus. Because he had overcome vanity, 

because what mattered to him at that moment was not men's judgment but only the possibility 

- or otherwise - of seeing God face to face, Christ saw him alone, in the whole crowd, called 

him, and came to his place. 

And this is the second feature which I want to underline, because what Zacchaeus did, was not 

simply to rejoice in the coming of the Lord. He made the next step; he said to Him, „All I have 

done evil, I will put right! I will put right tenfold!‟ This is the second condition of our 

salvation as presented in today's Gospel: it is not enough to shake away for one moment our 

vanity, our dependence upon people's judgment, to stand for one moment before the eyes of 

God, and then go away happily and satisfied - no! This only a beginning! And the real thing 

begins at the moment when we say to the Lord, „All that I have done wrong, within my power 

but without fear, without greed, I will restore and repair‟. 



 
 

And so this is what we are confronted with this week. We must look deep into ourselves and 

ask ourselves, „How much does vanity destroy my life? How much does it eat into good and 

evil? How much does it destroy the beauty that is woven into my soul?‟ And secondly, if we 

see, however little of it - turn to God, turn to life decisively, and start putting right. But not 

lightly, not just enough to be satisfied with ourselves, but radically, ruthlessly, courageously, 

because the question is, „Shall I become one of the followers of Christ, or shall I have a 

passing emotion that will die within me, and shall I be again where I was - vain, that is empty, 

worth of nothing?‟  

 الصالة تنفّس
ب ٠شفٟ. ١ٌظ ٌٕب اْ ٔزغبءي ٌّبرا ٔذٓ ٘ىزا، ٌّبرا ٔذٓ فٟ ا٢الَ، ٌّبرا  ًّ ب ِؼزثْٛ ٚاْ اٌشة دائ ًّ دبٌزٕب ِغ اٌشة إٔب دائ

جذٔب فٟ ا٢الَ. اٌٛدٟ اإلٌٟٙ ال ٠ج١ت ػٓ ٘زا اٌغؤاي، ال ٠مٛي ألٞ عجت ٔذٓ ِطشٚدْٛ فٟ األٚجبع، فٟ أٚجبع  ُٚ

اٌجغذ، فٟ أٚجبع اٌشٚح، فٟ أٚجبع اٌؼ١ّش. ٠ىزفٟ اٌىزبة اإلٌٟٙ ثأْ ٠الدع رٌه ٠ٕٚطٍك ِٕٗ ١ٌىشف ٌٕب و١ف ٔغزط١غ أْ 

ب ٔشرمٟ ثٙ ًّ ٌٙب اٌٝ ؽبلخ إثذاع ٚرمّشة ِٓ هللا فٕجؼٍٙب ُعٍّ ّٛ  ب اٌٝ اٌغّبء.ٔخشج ِٓ ٘زٖ ا٢الَ اٚ و١ف ٔمذس اْ ٔذزٍّٙب ٚٔذ

ػٕذٔب فٟ اٌىزبة اإلٌٟٙ ٚػٛد ثبٌشفبء ٚثبٌخالص اٌّؤوذ ِٓ اٌخط١ئخ. ٚػٕذٔب ٚػذ ثبٌفشح ٚوشف ٌٍذ١بح األثذ٠خ اٌزٟ رأرٟ  

ِٓ ِظبئت اٌذ١ٔب، فٟ اٌشٚح وبْ أَ فٟ اٌجغذ. ػٕذِب ٔىْٛ فٟ دبي ِٓ ٘زٖ  ٔزٚلٗ ػٕذِب ٔزمجًّ عّش هللا ٚٔط١ؼٗ فٟ وً ِب

 ”.٠ب سة اسدّٕٟ“ :ِثٍُٙ  وبٌزٞ وبْ ف١ٗ وً اٌز٠ٓ ؽٍجٛا اٌشفبء ِٓ اٌغ١ذ، ٠ىْٛ ٌغبْ دبٌٕباألدٛاي، فٟ ػزاة 

"٠ب سة اسدُ اثٕٟ فأٔٗ ٠زأٌُ جًذا..." ٔالدع أْ وٍٙب وٍّبد اعزشدبَ ٚ٘زا أشًّ ِٓ اٌشفبء. ػٕذِب ”. ٠ب اثٓ داٚد اسدّٕٟ“

ٔظً اٌٝ أْ ٔزأٌُ ِٓ رغّشة اٌخط١ئخ ا١ٌٕب فٕطٍت أْ رُشفغ ػٕب  ٔطٍت اٌشفبء، أوثشٔب ٠طٍت شفبء اٌجغذ، ٚ٘زا ج١ّذ. ٌىٕٕب ٌُ

ُّظبة ثؼذ اْ ٔمغ فٟ اٌشش، ثؼذ اْ رجزبح اٌظٍّبُد ٔفٛعٕب؟ أ٠خ طالح ٔظٍّٟ؟ ً٘ ٔذٓ  ٚٔجمٝ ٌٍّغ١خ. ِب ٘ٛ ِٛلفٕب ِٓ اٌ

 ِؼٗ فٟ دٛاس؟ط١ٍّٕب؟ ً٘ ٔؼشف ثأْ هللا ٠ش٠ذ أْ ٔذذثٗ؟ اْ ٔذخً  ارا ٚاثمْٛ ثأْ هللا ٔفغٗ ٠ٕذذس ا١ٌٕب

عإٌٔب ٚارا ٌُ ٔغأي ألٔٗ ٠ؼشف دبجبرٕب. ِٚغ رٌه فبٌشة  ارا هللا لبدس ثبٌطجغ أْ ٠غزج١ت فٟ وً د١ٓ، ٚ٘ٛ ِغزج١ت ثبٌفؼً

٠فّؼً أْ ٔىٍّّٗ ٌىٟ ٔزذسة ػٍٝ طذالزٗ. أٗ ٠طٍت ِّٕب ٘زٖ اٌذاٌّخ، داٌّخ اٌج١ٕٓ ػٍٝ أث١ُٙ. ٚ٘زا ِب ٔطٍجٗ فٟ اٌمذاط اإلٌٟٙ 

 ”.ٚإٍَّٔ٘ب أ٠ٙب اٌغ١ذ اْ ٔجغش ثذاٌخ ٌٕذػٛن أثًب“اٌظالح اٌشث١ّخ إر ٔمٛي:  لجً أْ ٔزٍٛ

هللا ٠ش٠ذ ْ ٠خزٍؾ ثٕب، أْ ٠ُؼبششٔب ٌىٟ ٔؼشف إٔٔب اسرفؼٕب اٌٝ ِظف األٌٛ٘خ ٌٚىٟ ٔذسن أْ هللا رٕبصي اٌٝ ِظف 

لزاسرٙب، ارا جبء هللا اٌٝ ٘زٖ إٌفٛط فٙٛ جبء هللا اٌٝ ٔفٛعٕب وّب ٟ٘، وّب ٔؼٙذ٘ب، فٟ ػؼفٙب، فٟ َ٘ٛأٙب، فٟ  ٚارا اٌجشش.

 شبف١ٙب.

اْ ِشىٍخ االٔغبْ اٌذذ٠ث اٌّؼبطش ٟ٘ أٗ ٠ىزفٟ ثزارٗ ألٔٗ اططٕغ دِٝ، أٌُؼٛثبد ٠ٍٙٛ ثٙب، ٚظٓ أٗ ٠ىزفٟ ثٙزا ال 

ٟ ٘زا وغت ثؼغ اٌّبي ٚوفٝ ٔفغٗ شش اٌؼ١ش، فئٔٗ ٠ٕغٍك ػٍٝ ٔفغٗ ٚال ٠غأي ػٓ شٟء. ٘زا ٘ٛ شش االٔغبْ ف ارا ع١ّب

: ٧١)ِزٝ ” ا٠ٙب اٌج١ً اٌفبعذ اٌشش٠ش، اٌٝ ِزٝ أوْٛ ِؼىُ، دزٝ ِزٝ أَدزٍُّىُ“اٌج١ً اٌزٞ ٔذٓ ف١ٗ، ٌٚٙزا ٠مٛي اٌشة: 

اططٕؼٕب٘ب  ثأٌُؼٛثبدٍ  (. ػٕذِب ٠غٍك االٔغبْ إٌٛافز ثبٌى١ٍخ ػٍٝ ٔفغٗ، ِغ اٌٛلذ ٠ّٛد ألٔٗ ال ٠زٕفّظ. ٔذٓ ِزٝ اوزف١ٕب٧١

ذ ٚلٍجٗ ٠زثًُ ٚػ١ّشٖ ٠غىغ ٚاوزف١ٕب ثٙب ُٔغٍك ٔبف ّّ زح اٌغّبء ػ١ٍٕب ٚٔخزٕك. االٔغبْ ال ٠خزٕك فمؾ ِٓ سئز١ٗ ٌٚىٓ ػمٍٗ ٠زج

 ف١ّٛد سٚد١ب.

ِب ٟ٘ اٌظالح إصاء ٘زا اٌٛػغ؟ اٌظالح ٟ٘ اْ ٔفزخ إٌٛافز ِزٝ أَدغغٕب ثبالٔغالق، ٔفزخ ٔٛافز اٌمٍت اٌٝ اٌغّبء ف١أرٟ هللا 

 أْ ٔؼ١ش. اٌٝ ٔفٛعٕب، ٚػٕذ ران فمؾ ٔغزط١غ

ِب وٕب ِزأوذ٠ٓ ِٓ ٘زا األِش، ٔغزط١غ اْ ٔزغٍت ػٍٝ ج١ّغ رجبسة اٌذ١ٔب ألْ أسٚادٕب رىْٛ ١ٍِئخ ِٓ  ارا اٌظالح رٕفّظ.

 ٘ٛاء إٌؼّخ.

 جبٚسج١ٛط ِطشاْ جج١ً ٚاٌجزشْٚ

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 


