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Sunday, January 28, 2018 

Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican 
 ّٟ ّٟ ٚاٌؼّشبس / اٌمّذ٠ظ اٌجبّس أفشاَ اٌغش٠بٔ  أحذ اٌفّش٠غ

 

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to St. Timothy. (3:10-15) 

Timothy my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 

patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my sufferings; and what befell me at 

Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions I endured; yet from them all, the Lord 

rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil 

men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, continue 

in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how 

from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 ١٥-١٠: ٣تيموثاوس  ٢الرسالة: 
٠ب ٌٚذٞ ر١ّٛصبٚط ئّٔه لذ اعزمش٠َذ رؼ١ٍّٟ ٚع١شرٟ ٚلصذٞ، ٚئ٠ّبٟٔ ٚأٔبرٟ ِٚحجّزٟ ٚصجشٞ ٚاضطٙبدارٟ ٚآالِٟ، ِٚب 

أصبثٕٟ فٟ أٔطبو١خ ٚئ٠م١ٔٛخ ٌٚغزشح، ٚأ٠ّخ اضطٙبداد احزٍُّذ ٚلذ أٔمزٟٔ اٌشّة ِٓ ج١ِّؼٙب، ٚج١ُّغ اٌز٠ٓ ٠ش٠ذْٚ أْ ٠ؼ١شٛا 

َض١ٍّٓ. فبعزّّش أٔذ ػٍٝ ِب ثبٌزمٜٛ فٟ اٌّغ١ح ٠غٛع ٠ُضطَٙذْٚ ُِ ِض١ٍّٓ ٚ ُِ ا  ْٚ ِٓ إٌبط ف١ضدادْٚ شش ّ ُٛ غ ُّ ب األششاس ٚاٌ ِّ . أ

ب ٌٍخالص ثبإل٠ّب  ّ ّّٓ رؼٍّّذ، ٚأّٔه ِٕز اٌطف١ٌّٛخ رؼشف اٌىزت اٌّمّذعخ اٌمبدسح ػٍٝ أْ رُص١ّشن حى١ ا ِ ََ  ُ ْ رؼٍّّزٗ ٚأ٠َمَٕذ ثٗ ػبٌ

 ثبٌّغ١ح ٠غٛع.

 
THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (18:10-14) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 

other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, „God, I thank Thee that I 

am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a 

week; I give tithes of all that I get.‟ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up 

his eyes to Heaven, but beat his breast, saying, „God, be merciful to me a sinner!‟ I tell you, this 

man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

ATTENTION: SUNDAY FEBRUARY 4
TH

: 

Orthos will start at 9:30 AM and the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM. 

House Blessings are underway: 

If you have not received a phone call from the church office yet, please reach out and contact us to 

set up a time for a home blessing from Father George. You can also reach him at 586 214 4428 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

 WALK FOR LIFE PILGRIMAGE: We will have vesper service here at St. 

Nicholas on Saturday January 27
th

 at 5:30 PM followed by an Aghapi meal. 
Friday January 26

th
 through Sunday January 28

th
 Orthodox Christians from all 

over will be gathering for a pan-Orthodox weekend of prayer, fellowship and learning 

surrounding the pro-life West Coast Walk for Life. For info about the events and 

times please visit www.walkforlifewc.com  

 METROPOLITAN JOSEPH VISIT: Sunday February 4
th

, 2018.  Orthos will 

start at 9:30 AM and the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM. His Eminence Metropolitan 

Joseph will make his Fatherly visit to our church. He will also be ordaining Deacon 

Niphon Sweis to the rank of Priesthood. More info to follow.. 

 ST. NICHOLAS VALENTINE PARTY: Saturday February 10
th

 at 8:00 PM. 

Mazza, full dinner, and open bar! With famous superstar MOUHANAD AL 

MOSHALAH and maestro Radwan Shakshir + ensemble. Donation: $100 

 RETREAT: Saturday March, 10
th

. A retreat with the great scholar and teacher 

Father Paul Tarazi. More info to come. 
 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: 

SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE 

 

To-day we are confronted with a third image; we are confronted with the story of the 

Pharisee and of the Publican. The Publican was aware of his unworthiness, he was 

aware that he was unworthy of presenting himself before the face of God, but also of 

being admitted into the company of respectable people, people of whom God would 

approve. He came to the door of the Temple and could not cross the threshold because 

he knew that in this world – soiled, polluted, desecrated by human sin, by blood and 

evil in all its forms, the Temple was a place which was devoted to God alone. All the 

rest of the world, to use a phrase of satan tempting Christ, all the rest of the world "has 

 ١٤-١٠: ١٨اإلنجيل: لوقا 

ّٟ ٚالف ب ٠صٍّٟ فٟ ٔفغٗ ٘ىز ّٟ ٚا٢خش ػّشبس. فىبْ اٌفّش٠غ ضًَ: ئٔغبٔبْ صؼذا ئٌٝ ا١ٌٙىً ١ٌُص١ٍّب، أحذّ٘ب فّش٠غ َّ  ا:لبي اٌشّة ٘زا اٌ

ُّ ئّٟٔ أَشىُشن ألّٟٔ ٌغُذ وغبئش إٌبط اٌَخطَفخ اٌظب١ٌّٓ اٌفبعم١ٓ ٚال ِضً ٘زا اٌؼّشبس، فأّٟ أصَٛ فٟ األعجٛع ِّشر١ٓ ٚأُػشّ » ش أٌٍٙ

ًّ ِب ٘ٛ ٌٟ ب اٌؼّشبس فٛلف ػٓ ثُؼٍذ ٌُٚ ٠ُشْد أْ ٠شفغ ػ١ٕ١ٗ ئٌٝ اٌغّبء، ثً وبْ ٠مشع صذسٖ لبئال : «. و ِّ ُّ اسحّٕٟ أٔب »أ أٌٍٙ

ٓ ٚضغ ٔفغٗ اسرَفَغ.«. طئاٌخب َِ ٓ سفغ ٔفغٗ ارّضغ، ٚ َِ ّْ وً  ا دْٚ ران، أل ّْ ٘زا ٔضي ئٌٝ ث١زٗ ِجّشس   ألٛي ٌىُ ئ

Altar Candle Offering: 

 For the good health of the Katout, Shea, and Rantisi families. 

 By St Nicholas Church for the healing and recovery of John Saleh. 

 By St Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Father Gregory Ofiesh 

God Bless! 

Special Thank You: 

 And best wishes to Joe Shatara for all the hard work and time he put in to help us set up our 

telephone and internet system. Many thanks and God bless! 

http://www.walkforlifewc.com/


 
 

been betrayed into my hands by man". But the Temple is a space which men of faith, 

frail indeed but believing in God, cut out of this realm of horror to be a vision of divine 

beauty, a dwelling place for the One who has nowhere to rest His Head in a world that 

was stolen from Him and betrayed into the hands of the adversary. 

As the Publican stood on the threshold he knew that he belonged to the realm of evil, 

and had no access into the realm of God; and yet, he felt the difference, he felt horror at 

himself and a sense of worship, of adoration with regard to the Divine Realm. He beat 

his chest and asked for mercy because there was nothing else he could hope for and 

count on. 

And the Pharisee stood right in the middle of the Church; he had walked in and taken 

his stand there as one who had the right to be there. Why? Not because he was a man of 

pure heart, but because he was faithful to every one of the formal rules established by 

the Synagogue, as a number of us are faithful to the outer, external rules of life that do 

not penetrate even through our skin, which do not reach our heart, which do not give a 

new shape and meaning to our thoughts. 

So, again, we are confronted by two men and asked by Christ: who are you? Are you 

one who is so deeply aware of the sanctity of God that he knows that, apart from a God 

who would step down to us to heal and save, there is no access to Him. Or are we like 

the Pharisee who would say to God, throw it in His face: I have done all that is 

prescribed. You have nothing to ask of me!.. We are not that arrogant because we have 

not even the courage of being arrogant as the Pharisee was, neither have we got the 

constancy of courage to be as faithful as he was to the full of the life of the law. 

Let us ask ourselves then: Do we emulate the Pharisee in deed, outwardly faithful to all 

the tenets of our Christian Faith? And beyond this, do we allow our Faith to transform 

our heart, to rule our will, to enlighten our mind? 

This is the task which the Gospel offers us. Think about it. It will be one more step to 

pronouncing upon ourselves a judgment so that we are not condemned. 
  

 نعمة التواضع

ّّٝ رش٠ٛدٞ ًّ ا١ٌَٛ فزشح طمٛع١ّخ، فزشح اٌزش٠ٛدٞ، رمٛدٔب ئٌٝ اٌص١بَ اٌّجبسن. رُغ ٔغجخ ئٌٝ اٌىزبة اٌزٞ  ٔغزٙ

ّٟ ٚاٌؼّشبس ئٌٝ عجذ إٌٛس. وٍّخ رش٠ٛدٞ ٠ٛٔب١ّٔخ ٚرؼٕٟ  ٔغزؼٍّٗ فٟ ٘زٖ اٌفزشح، أٞ ِٓ ٘زا األحذ، أحذ اٌفّش٠غ

 اٌمصبئذ اٌضالس، ٚرزؼٍّك ثبٌّٛع١مٝ ٚاٌزشر١ً.

فٟ اٌغ١شح، أحذّ٘ب رٌه  رٍََذ ػ١ٍٕب اٌى١ٕغخ اٌّمّذعخ ا١ٌَٛ فصال  ِٓ ثشبسح اٌمّذ٠ظ ٌٛلب ٠زؼٍّك ثشخص١ٓ ِزٕبلض١ٓ

ب ٠فشصْٚ أٔفغُٙ ػٓ إٌبط ٠ٚإصشْٚ   ِ ّٟ اٌزٞ وبْ ٠ٕزّٟ ئٌٝ جّبػخ د١ٕ٠ّخ، ٠ذّي اعّٙب ػٍٝ أُّٔٙ وبٔٛا لٛ اٌفّش٠غ

ع١شرُٙ ػٍٝ ع١شح إٌبط، ٚوبٔٛا ػٍّبء ِٚفّغشٞ اٌىزبة، ٚوبٔٛا ٠أرْٛ ثفزبٜٚ ٠ض١ّمْٛ ثٙب رؼ١ٍُ اٌىزبة، ٠ٍُٚضِْٛ 

ثٗ هللا. وبٔٛا ِغزم١ّٟ اٌشأٞ ثبٌى١ٍّّخ ِٓ ح١ش اٌؼم١ذح، ئر وبٔٛا ٠إِْٕٛ ثبٌم١بِخ ٚغ١شُ٘ ٌُ ٠ىٓ  إٌبط ثّب ٌُ ٠ٍضُِٙ

ّٓ ِغبٌىُٙ وبٔذ ِغبٌه س٠بء.  ٠إِٓ ثبٌم١بِخ، ٌٚى

فٟ ٘زا اٌّضً ِٓ اإلٔج١ً، جبء ٚاحذ ُِٕٙ ئٌٝ ا١ٌٙىً ٠زجّجح ٠ٚفزخش ثأّٔٗ ١ٌظ وزٌه اٌؼّشبس اٌخبطئ. فبٌؼّشبسْٚ 

ا وبٔٛا ججب ح اٌضش٠جخ ٠ٍزضِْٛ ضش٠جخ اٌّذ٠ٕخ وٍّٙب ٠ٚفشضْٛ ػٍٝ األفشاد ِب ال ٠ط١مْٛ، أٞ أُّٔٙ وبٔٛا رحذ٠ذ 

 عبسل١ٓ.

ّْ اٌشّة سفض ٌٗ حّك اٌزفبخش ثبٌزمٜٛ، فأّٙب  ا ِٓ اٌؼّشبس، ئالّ أ ّٟ اٌحّك فٟ أْ ٠مٛي ئّٔٗ وبْ ِغٍى١ ّب خ١ش  وبْ ٌٍفّش٠غ

 ِب أٔذ ئالّ ٚػبء رزمجًّ وشَ هللا.ِٓ فضً سثّه ٟٚ٘ ٔؼّخ ٠ٕؼُ ػ١ٍه ثٙب ٚ



 
 

ب ٌٚىٓ وبْ ِٓ اٌضٚائذ اٌزٟ ٚضؼٙب اٌفّش٠غ١ّْٛ. وبٔٛا «. ئّٟٔ أصَٛ ِّشر١ٓ فٟ األعجٛع» ٘زا ٌُ ٠ىٓ ِفشٚض 

ًّ أِٛاٌُٙ، أٞ ٠ؼطْٛ اٌؼشش  ُّ وبٔٛا ٠ؼشّشْٚ و ٠صِْٛٛ ١ِٛ٠ٓ فٟ األعجٛع، ٚ٘زا غ١ش ٚاسد فٟ شش٠ؼخ ِٛعٝ. ص

 ِطٍٛث ب فٟ إٌبِٛط. ِٓ أِٛاٌُٙ ٚ٘زا ٌُ ٠ىٓ

ي ٘زا اٌؼذَ ئٌٝ  ّٛ ّْ هللا ٚحذٖ لبدس ػٍٝ أْ ٠ح اٌشجً ا٢خش وبْ ٚالف ب فٟ ا١ٌٙىً ٠ٚؼشف أّٔٗ ال شٟء، ٠ؼشف أ

ا فٟ «. ٠ب هللا اسحّٕٟ أٔب اٌخبطئ»ٚجٛد. ٌزٌه أغحك أِبَ سثّٗ لبئال :  أطٍمذ ٘زٖ اٌؼجبسح ٚصبسد دػبء ِغزّش ّ

ّْ ػجبسح اٌؼّشبس « ٠ب ٠غٛع اٌّغ١ح اثٓ هللا اسحّٕٟ أٔب اٌخبطئ»ي: اٌش٘جب١ّٔخ اٌششل١ّخ ئر ٔمٛ ٚٔشّدد٘ب. رمٛي و١ٕغزٕب ئ

ّٞ صالح ٚػٓ أ٠ّخ ػجبدح، ئْ ٌُ رزٛفّش ٌٗ أعجبة اٌصالح فٟ اٌى١ٕغخ.  ٘زٖ ٠غزؼ١ض ثٙب اإلٔغبْ ػٓ أ

 ١ش٠ٓ ِٓ اٌخطأح.٘زا اٌشجً اٌغبسق اٌزبئت ئٌٝ سثّٗ جؼٍٗ اٌّغ١ح ا١ٌَٛ لذٚح ٌٕب. ٚاٌّغ١ح غفش ٌىض

اإلٔغبْ ػبثذ ٌشثّٗ أٚ ػبثذ ٌٕفغٗ، ٚال ِجبي ٌٙبر١ٓ اٌؼجبدر١ٓ فٟ ٔفظ ٚاحذح. ِٓ ػشف ٔفغٗ حم ّب ٠ؼشف أّٔٗ ال شٟء 

ب ِٓ  ّٟ ٚرؼجش إٌؼّخ ثٕب. ١ٌظ ٌٕب فضً فٟ الزٕبئٙب، ٚجٙبدٔب ػ١ٕٗ ٘ٛ أ٠ض  ٚأّٔٗ ِخٍٛق إٌؼّخ. ٔحٓ صّبس اٌؼطبء اإلٌٙ

 شبوشْٚ.ٔؼّخ اٌشّة ٚٔحٓ ٌٗ 

ّْ هللا ٠شفؼٕب ٠ٚٛجذٔب. فارا  َّ اٌفضبئً. ثٕؼّخ اٌزٛاضغ ٔؼشف إّٔٔب ال ٔغزحّك ش١ئ ب ٚأ ّْ اٌصالح أ ٌٚزا لبي آثبؤٔب ئ

ًّ ح١ٓ ٌُٚ ٕٔغت ئٌٝ أٔفغٕب فضالّ ِب، ئرا أىغشٔب أِبِٗ ٠شفؼٕب ٘ٛ ئٌٝ ٚجٙٗ اٌىش٠ُ.  أغحمٕب أِبِٗ فٟ و
 جبٚسج١ٛط ِطشاْ ججً ٌجٕبْ

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 


