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Sunday, July 01, 2018 Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian,
Martyrs in Rome  اٌفضّخَٟط اٌّبلزٛٔب١ِدٚ ٓ لضِب٠ َذ١ٙرزوبس اٌش
IMPORTANT REMINDER:
 Next week Sunday July 8 our Divine Liturgy service will take place in Santa Rosa at Hanna
Winery. The service begins at 11:00 AM. The winery is located at 5353 Occidental Rd, Santa
Rosa, CA 95401. We would love to see you there so please try your best to make it!
th

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (12:27-13:8) Brethren, you are the
body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the Church first apostles,
es
second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles,
then healers, helpers, administrators, speakers in
various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?
Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire the
higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. If I speak in the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not
love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not love, I
gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in
the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.

٨-١ :١٣ ،٣١-٢٧ :١٢ كورنثوس١ :الرسالة
ّ
ً
ً
ً
ُّ  ث،ادّٛ  ث ُّ ل،ٓ١ٍّ ثبٌثب ِؼ،بء١ًب أٔج١ٔ ثب،ال سعالّٚ  أ،غخ أٔبعًب١ٕ اٌىٟضغ هللا فٚ لذٚ ،أػضبؤٖ أفشادًاٚ ر١ح أٔزُ خغذ اٌّغٛب ئخ٠
غ١ّاد؟ أٌؼ ًّ ٌٍدّٛ  لٛغ صبٔؼ١ّْ؟ أٌؼ ًّ اٌدٍّّٛغ ِؼ١ّبء؟ أٌؼ ًّ اٌد١غ أٔج١ّ أٌؼ ًّ اٌد.اع أٌغٕخٛٔ فأ،ش١ فزذاث، فاغبثبد،ا٘ت شفبءِٛ
ًمًب أفض٠ىُ طش٠أٔب أسٚ ٍٝا٘ت اٌفضٌّٛ اٟا فٌٛىٓ رٕبفغٚ ْ؟ّٛزشخ٠ غ١ّْ ثبألٌغٕخ؟ أٌؼ ًّ اٌدٕٛطم٠ غ١ّا٘ت اٌشفبء؟ أٌؼ ًّ اٌدِٛ
ّ  صٕحٚطٓ أ٠
ّ  اٌّسجّخ فأّّب أٔب ٔسبطّٟ ٌُ رىٓ فٚ اٌّالئىخٚ  ئْ وٕذ أٔطك ثأٌغٕخ إٌبط.خ ًّذا
وٕذٚ ءحٛ إٌجٌٟ ئْ وبٔذٚ ،ْش٠
غ١ّئْ أطؼّذ خٚ ،ءٟ اٌّسجّخ فٍغذ ثشٟ
ّ ٌُ رىٓ فٚ  أٔمً اٌدجبيّّٝبْ وٍّٗ زز٠ اإلٌٟ ْئْ وبٚ ،ٍّٗاٌؼٍُ وٚ غ األعشاس١ّأػٍُ خ
الٚ ٝ٘ اٌّسجّخ ال رزجب، اٌّسجّخ ال رسغذ،رشفكٚ ّٝٔ اٌّسجّخ رزأ.ئًب١ اٌّسجّخ فال أٔزفغ شّٟ ٌُ رىٓ فٚ زشق
َ ُ ألٞأعٍّذ خغذٚ ٌٟاِٛأ
ّ ال رفشذ ثبٌظٍُ ثً رفشذ ثبٌسٚ ،ءٛرظٓ اٌغ
ّ الٚ ال رسز ّذٚ بٌٙ ٛ٘ ال رٍزّظ ِبٚ  لجبزخٟال رأرٚ ،رٕزفخ
رص ّذقٚ ءٟرسزًّ و ًّ شٚ ،ك
. اٌّسجّخ ال رغمظ أثذًا.ءٟ و ًّ شٍٝرصجش ػٚ ءٟ و ًّ شٛرشخٚ ءٟو ًّ ش
THE GOSPEL: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (8:28-9:1)
At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met Him, coming out
of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have we to
do to Thee, O Son of God? Art Thou come here to torment us before the time?”

Now a herd of many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged Him, “If
Thou castest us out, send us away into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came
out and went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and
perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, and what had
happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him,
they begged Him to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat He crossed over and came to
His own city.
١ :٩ ،٣٤-٢٨ :٨  متّى:اإلنجيل
مذس٠ ىٓ أزذ٠ ٌُ ّٗٔ ئّٝ زز، ششعبْ خ ًّذا،سٛٔبْ خبسخبْ ِٓ اٌمجٕٛٓ اعزمجٍٗ ِد١ّ١سح اٌدشخغٛ وٌٝع ئٛغ٠ ٝ رٌه اٌضِبْ ٌ ّّب أرٟف
ّ ُٕب لجً اٌضِبْ ٌزٙ٘ ٌٝع اثٓ هللا؟ أخئذ ئٛغ٠ ب٠ ٌهٚ  ِب ٌٕب:ٓ١ٍَ فصبزب لبئ.ك٠دزبص ِٓ رٍه اٌطش٠ ْ أٍٝػ
ُٕٙذًا ػ١وبْ ثؼٚ ؼزثٕب؟
:ٌُٙ  فمبي.ش٠غ اٌخٕبص١ لطٌٝ ئْ وٕذ رُخشخٕب فأْ َر ْْ ٌٕب ثأْ ٔز٘ت ئ:ٓ١ٍٗ لبئ١ٌْ ئٛطٍج٠ ٓ١بط١ فأخز اٌش.ٝشح رشػ١ش وث٠غ خٕبص١لط
اٛشثٙ أ ِّب اٌشػبح ف.ٖب١ٌّ اِٟبد فٚ  اٌجسشٌٝثت ػٓ اٌدُشف ئٚ غ وٍّٗ لذ١ فارا ثبٌمط.ش٠غ اٌخٕبص١ لطٌٝا ئٛر٘جٚ اٛ فخشخ.اٛار٘ج
ٓي ػّٛ زس٠ ْٗ أ١ٌا ئٖٛ طٍجٌٚ ّّب سأٚ .عٛغ٠ ب ٌٍمبءٍّٕٙخ و٠ فخشخذ اٌّذ.ٓ١ٕٔٛثأِش اٌّدٚ ءٟا ثى ًّ شٚأخجشٚ ،ٕخ٠ اٌّذٌٝا ئِٛضٚ
.ٕٗز٠ ِذٌٝ ئٝأرٚ اخزبصٚ ٕخ١ فذخً اٌغف.ُِٙٛرخ

SAVE THE DATE:
 ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL PICNIC: Sunday July 8th at Hanna Winery at 5353 Occidental
Rd, Santa Rosa, CA 95401. DIVINE LITURGY CHURCH SERVICE WILL BE HELD
AT THE WINERY! We will have a bus leaving from the church to transport those who are
unable to drive. There will be limited capacity so please call us in advance to reserve a seat.
 CAMP THREE HOLY YOUTHS REUNION (LOCK-IN): Friday July 13th from 7:00 PM
to 8:00 AM Saturday morning at St. Nicholas. There will be a dinner, movies, and other
activities. Parents are invited for the dinner and movie. Activities will take place after. Please
bring your children to keep them involved in our growing community. God bless!
 ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: Saturday and Sunday September 29th &
30th. More info to come.
 FOLK AND CULTURE DANCE: Saturday October 20th we will have a Folk and Culture
dance at St. Nicholas. More info to come.
Altar Candle Offering:
 Offered by Nadim, Basma, Janan, Jim, Ivette, Jennifer, Brandon, and Matthew Howell,
Oscar Moran for the good health of Jane Moran on the occasion of her birthday July 12th.
Happy birthday and God bless!
 Offered by Nabil Hanhan for the good health of Nabil, Nicholas and Alexander on the
occasion of their birthdays. God bless and many years!
 Offered by St. Nicholas for the good health of Amjad Qaqish on the occasion of his
birthday. Happy birthday and many years!
Congratulations:
 And best wishes to Jamel Ezzat Asfour and Raneim Emad Fahel on their engagement. God
bless and many years!
Pledge Reminder:
 We would like to remind you to honor your pledge. The annual pledge for the members of
our church is $600 per family or $300 per individual. Your support is truly needed and
appreciated and it helps fulfill our commitment. God bless!

Altar Candle Offering
 Altar Candle offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all those named Paul, Peter,
Bulos, Butros, and Pierre on the occasion of their names day. God bless!
Metropolitan Anthony: The Healing of the Men of Gergesene
How familiar is this story to us. Yet every time we read it we rediscover something in it
which touches our heart, or gives a new light to our mind. And to-day I would like to attract
your attention to three features of this passage.
The first is the attitude of the devils, of the powers of evil, to their victims. The powers of
evil have no other intention or desire than to take possession of a living creature and to make
it both a sufferer and one that will fulfil their will. The Fathers of the Church teach us that the
devils can have no direct action in this world; all they can do is enslave human beings and
through them work the evil within them. So this is what these powers of evil had intended: to
enslave these men and to make them instruments of destruction, but at the same time to make
them suffer for it.
When Christ commanded them to leave their victims they cried, shall I say, for a place of
refuge, a place where they could dwell and work destruction. And Christ allowed them to indwell the pigs. Pigs, in the eyes of Jews, were a symbol of impurity; the request to be lodged
in their bodies was a sign for all who could understand - and every Jew could - that they were
as impure as the impurest of the animals. But what happened next was a demonstration to
people of what happens when we allow ourselves to be possessed of evil, when we allow
passions to have power over us - hatred, lust, jealousy, and all the passions of body and soul.
Being possessed by them we are doomed to destruction, as this herd ended in death.
We should remember this because we do not always realise how much we are in the grip, in
the power of those things which rule our life: likes and dislikes, hatreds, resentments and so
on. We are not only possessed, but we are also working evil through our subjection to the
power of evil. And the warning is clear: if we only allow evil to take possession of us
completely, it will mean death; not physical death, but a total, tragic alienation from all that is
life: from God, from love, from beauty, from meaning. We cannot fall out of existence but we
can be possessed of an existence which is a ghostly one, an existence without life, without
content - a shell that is empty, and yet a torment.
And in contrast to this we see the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God become Man. He is the
Creator, He is the Lord, He is the Saviour of the whole world; and He forgets everything, as it
were, the whole of creation to pay attention to nothing but these two men who are in need of
salvation, indeed He is prepared to leave ninety-nine righteous, whole people who do not need
Him at that moment alone in order to give all His attention, all His life, indeed all His power
to save these two men. In the face of all the need of the world He can see every individual
need and respond to it with all His love, all His compassion, all His understanding and all His
divine power to save and to heal.
There is a third group of people whom we see in action in this Gospel story; it is the
inhabitants of the country. They had known of the desperate condition of these two men; they
were told of what Christ did for them; they were told who their master was, who was their
tormentor; should they not have come to give glory to God and thank Him for delivering the

two men from the power of evil? NO! All they saw in the act of Christ was that they were
deprived of their herd of swine. What mattered to them the wholeness and the life and the
salvation of these two men? They were deprived of what was important to them, what
mattered to them more than a human life, and they asked Christ to leave their borders, to go
because they did not want to risk another miracle that would be costly to them. What a tragic not monstrous, but just tragic contrast between the attitude of God and the attitude of these
people.
Let us give thought and ask ourselves, where do we stand? Of course, the first movement we
shall have is to say, 'On God's side' - it is not true. When there is a tragic need, and the cost of
helping would be perhaps not a disaster but a pain or loss to us, what would we choose? Let us
reflect on this: are we really on the side of Christ Who can forget the whole world because His
Heart is pierced, transfixed with compassion, or - do we allow our heart to be moved one
moment, and then recalculate the cost and turn away from the need?
Let us reflect - because every one of these stories, every parable, every image, every act of
God is challenging us: Where do you stand? Who are you? The person possessed, to whatever
extent? A disciple of Christ ready to forget everything for the sake of a desperate need? Or
rather one of those who say to Christ: Go, go away - you are disturbing our peace, the
harmony of our life and our security? Let us reflect deeply; but not only reflect, take a
decision and act.
نحن واحد
،بء١ٕ أغٚ فمشاء أ، ٔغبءٚا أٛٔ سخبالً وب، سغجخ ِسجّخٟٓ ف١ِٕش اٌّإ١ٗ غ١دزّغ ف٠ ٞذ اٌز١زٌٛب اٌّىبْ اّٙٔغخ أ١ٕ اٌىٍٟفزه ف٠
ّ  رٌه.ٗ١ ػظّبء فُٚ أٙ اٌفٟ ثغطبء ف،ٓ١لّٛ  ِؼٚأصسّبء أ
ٟ٘ ازذحٚ  ِشرجخٌُٝ ئٙشفؼ٠ غ١ّذ ِٓ أخً اٌدّٛذ اٌّزث١ثأْ اٌغ
ِبٚ ٖالدٚ خبدِخ ألٚه ئالّ ِزؼخ أ١ فٜش٠ خه الٚس) ئرا وبْ صٛٙبًٔب اٌشخً ِم١أزٚ( سحٛٙي ٌٍّشأح اٌّمٛم٠ ّٗٔوأٚ ،ِّٗشرجخ زج
ّ ٟمز١ذ سف
ِٓ مبره١ثٍغذ سفٚ ،ت١خبءد زبِالد اٌطٚ ٓ١ٌّأ َّ اٌؼبٚ ِّٟ ُ أ٠ألْ ِٓ صفّ ِه خبءد ِش
ِ ٔ فأ،ٌه ػٕذٖ لذس
ِ ْوب
ّ
دٚغذٚ أٔذ ئْ أزججذ فصجشدٚ ،ٟزه ثٕفغ٠ٚ عبّٟٔ فاّٟ ٕه ِغ اٌغ٠ٚ أٔب ال أعب:ش١ي اٌّخٍص ٌٍفمٛم٠ٚ . ًّب١اٌمذاعخ شأًٔب ػظ
.ٖاٛال ػشػ عٚ اضغٛد ػشػ اٌزٍٛ ألّٔه ػ، اٌّدذٟله أزذ فٛف٠ ش إٌبصشح فال١ك فم١سف
ٚذان أ٠  فاْ ُشٍَّذ،َئلذاٚ  شدبػخٟاٌمٍت فٚ  ػظّ ٍخٍٝلبدس ػٚ ك١ّ ػٛ٘  ِبُٟ ف١ٍ أٔذ ع:قّٛ ّذ اٌّجبسن ٌٍّؼ١ي اٌغٛم٠ٚ
ّ ، فىشنٟسخالن فال خًٍ ف
.ْٚ ئر ران ُ٘ اٌّم َؼذ.غزىجش األصسّبء٠ لذٚ زذ٘ب اإلػبلخٚ ٟ٘ خ١٘ألْ اٌىشا
دػٗ هللاٚ أُٞ اٌزٙاٌفٚ اٌؼطبءٚ بسحّٙخ ِدبٌه اٌط١س١ اٌّغٟأٔذ فٚ ،»ء لٍتٟ «و ًّ ش:ٌٗٛٗ اٌجغطبء ثم١ٌ اٌشةّ ئٕٞبد٠ٚ
ٓض ػ١ض زتّ فاْ اِزٕغ ٘زا اٌف١ّخ ف١س١ رؼشفٗ اٌّغٞ فبٌؼطبء اٌز.ّٟ  اٌفىش اٌّزفزٌه ض ّذ اٌمٍت إٌمٟأر٠ شًا ِب١وثٚ ،اٌمٍت
ّ عٛغ٠  زضشحٍٟخ ف١ّٓ فزؼشف اٌد١اضؼٛ اٌىأط اٌّم ّذعخ ِزٌٝخّٗ ٘إالء ِؼًب ئٛز٠ٚ .ءٟ شٍٝ ػٛ٘ ظ١ٌ ْئٔغب
بٌٙأْ خّب
ٕٗ خغذ٠ذ٠ ُّ ٌئالِٕٙ ٝٔ أدٚٓ أ١ً اٌّسزبخ٠أّٔٗ ػذٚ ّٗ سزّخ سثٌٝش ئ١ أّٔٗ فمّٟ ٕق اٌغٚز٠ٚ ،ًي لشثبًٔب فبػالٚ رزٕبّٝرشاة زز
ضغ٠ ٌُ ْمزٕغ اٌّثمّف ثأّٔٗ ئ٠ٚ ،افشح وبسثخ االعزؼالءٌٛٗ اٌص ّسخ ا١ٍ ثشىشٖ ٌئالّ ردٍت ػٝزض ّو٠ ُّٗٔ أ١ٍ اٌغٜش٠ٚ .ر١اٌّغ
ّ
بء١ٕاألغٚ ٍخ ِزجخزشح١ّ فزخشج اٌدّٟ ٌٙذإّ٘ب ثؼذ اٌم ّذاط اإل٠ ٌىٓ اٌخطشٚ
.ة فبٌّؼشفخ صبٌجخٍٛ اٌّصِِٟؼشفزٗ ػٕذ لذ
 أثش، ئر ران،ًجط١رجدّر فٚ  رغشغشٟث ّّخ فٚ  ٕ٘بّٟ ْ اٌىالَ اٌزوٛ ّصع اٌّثمّفٛ٠ٚ ،ئزغبط ثبٌّّٕخٚ  رشفّغْٟ فٛزص ّذل٠ ٚٓ أ١٘صا
.)٢٢ :٢ ثطشط٢( ي اٌىزبةٛم٠ ئٗ وّب١ لٌٝ ػبد ئْٞ وبٌىٍت اٌزٛى٠ ٕب١ٌخ فٚإٌّب
ًال اٌشخٚ ،قّٛ  ِٓ اٌّؼٝٙظ أث١ٌ ُّٗٔ أ١ٍؼشف اٌغ٠  ئر ال،ّٝٗ اٌؼ١ِٕزشش فٚ ٗ اٌزفب٘بد١ْ رٕجغظ فّٛ١س١ٗ اٌّغ١ فٞاٌؼبٌُ اٌز
ّ ٍُّق اٌّزؼٚز٠ الٚ ،ٗ١ٍر ػ١ئًب فمظ ثشئبعخ اٌّغ١صجر ش٠ ّٗٔأٚ ث ئّٔٗ روش١ء ِٓ زٟظ ثش١ٌ ّٗٔأ
ِٓ ّٓأْ رسّح ِٓ اٌّسجّخ أث
ّ
ٌُ ر١وأْ اٌّغٚ
،ّّْٛخ ثال ِض١ضٔط١ي أٌسبًٔب ثّٛ  لذ رسّٟ ٌْٙ اٌم ّذاط اإلٛى٠  ٘زٖ اٌذسوبدٌٝئرا عمطٕب ئٚ .ٍُلٕطبس ِٓ اٌؼ
ٌٝغخ ئ١ْٕ لذ أخزٔب اٌىٛال ٔىٚ ،ّٟ س١ ِدزّغ ِغٟٓ فـ١بط١ب ِغشزًب ٌٍش١ٔد اٌذٛرؼٚ .زّذٔب ثؼضٕب ثجؼضٛ٠ٚ ٗ١ٌدّؼٕب ئ١ٌ ّذ٠
.ٌُ اٌؼبٌٝ ئّٔٗ أطاللخ ئ،شح١ظ ِسدّخ أخ١ٌ  اٌّؼجذ.د هللاٛ ٘زا اٌؼبٌُ ٍِىّٟئ ف١ٌٕٙٚ غخ١ٕ اٌىٛ٘ ٍٗاٌؼبٌُ ٌٕدؼ
ذ إٌخجخٚ سٟ٘ ٓ اٌفئبد اٌّخزٍفخ١ اٌّسجّخ ث.بٙ١ذ لذعًب فٚٗ طبئفخ ال س١ أٔفغٕب فٟٔشرضٚ ّخ١ٌٙٗ خّبػخ ئ١ْ فٌّٛبرا ال ٔى
.ٓ١ّ١س١ب اٌّغٙ١ّّ  ٔغٟئخ اٌز١ط اٌّضٛ١سخٚاٌّطشاْ خب

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services
for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases
a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

