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Sunday, August 26, 2018

THE EPISTLE: First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (16:1324)

Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, and be strong. Let all that
be done in love. Now, brethren, you know that the household of Steplarashe first converts i
Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints; | urge you to be subje
men and to every fellow worker and laborer. | rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortun:
Achaicus, because theyve made up for your absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as
Give recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, toget
the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All thedorsnd greetings. Gre
one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. If anyone has no |
the Lord, let him be accurse@ur Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My lov
with you all in Christ Jesu Amen.
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THE GOSPEL: Holy Gospel according toSt. Matthew. (21:3342)

The Lord spoke this parable: AThere was
around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into
county. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his f
the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he s
servants, more than the first; and they did the santbeim. Afterward he sent his son to thel
saying, O0They will respect my son. 0 But v
i's the heir; come, |l et us kil him and hay
vineyad, and killed him.When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
tenants?o0 They said to him, AHe will put
to other tenants who will give him the fruits in theirsean s . 0 Jesus said
read in the Scriptures: O0The very stone wh
this was the Lorddés doing, and it 1 s marve
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Deepest Condolences:
x  And sympathy to th8oyle family for the passing of their beloved sBd.
Boyle. Forty-Day Memorial Service will take place on Septembétat6St.
Nicholas May his memory be eternal.

Holy Bread of Oblation
x  Offered byMimi Hanhan in loving memory oBasem Hanhan, Shukri & Wadia Hanhan,
Nakleh & Ellen Aho. And for the good health dfanhan6é  &rh a fansilies. God Bless!

CHURCH FOOD FESTIVALS:
Church of the Redeemer (Los Altos Hills, Fr. Samer YousStptember &' & 9™
Holy Virgin Mary (West Sacramento, Fr. Paul Bat®@ptember 18' & 16"
St. John the Evangelist (Orinda, Fr. Nicholas Borzgt8#ptember 22 & 23"
St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, FrGeorge Baalbaki): September 29th & 30th.

X X X X

SAVE THE DATE:
x TEEN SOYO BARBECUE: Sunday August 28' after Sunday service All teens welcome!
x ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL : Saturday and Sunday September 29& 30™.
Food, Dancing, Hookah, Raffle to wirk@18 Nissan Altima. Raffle Donation: $58\ lot of items are
needed for our festival. We would appreciate your generosity to donate and help us with purchase
Thank you for your continuous suppoktVe need your help:Preparations for the Annual Church Foqd
Festival have begun. We need all thiplvee can geto make it as successful as possible
x ST.NICHOLAS TARAB NIGHT: Saturday October 20" featuring NABIL EL SAFE with the
maestro RADWAN SHAKHSHIR. For further information please contact
Gladys Maalouf @ 4158320316

HELP NEEDED:

x We are looking for a group of energized and motivated people, ages 5 to 31 years old, to joir

our Dabkeh group! The group will be performing at our annual festival on September 29th and

30th. Practice will start on Sunday August™8fter church servicédf you or anyone you know is
interested or if you have any questions please coGiadys Maalouf at 415 832 0316.

ST NICHOLAS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:
x  We will be awarding four students with a $500 scholarship eacfThis scholarship is for
incoming high school seniors and incoming college freshman. The deadline for the scholarship
September 20) 2018 by 5 PM. For more information please visit
httos://www.stnicholasf.com/scholarship/

Father Bernard Poggi Farewell Dinner:

x  On Thursday September@e will have an evening Divine Liturgy service for the Great F¢
of the Elevation of the Holy Cross followed by a farewell dinner honoring our dear friend

Father Bernard Poggiof St. Thomas MoreDonation: $20. Please reserve by calling out

church offie.




Metropolitan Anthony: The parable of the vineyard

Today's Gospel, interrupting, so to speak, a series of joyful readings, is a very terrifying one:
the story othe workers in the vineyard who turned out to be traitors. And indeed this parable
reflects the whole history of the human race, but in the context of all the readings that have gone
before, it tells us also of the terrible, in the full sense of that wogdatitude of mankind,
including all of us, to God. In the face of all His love, all His miracles, in the face of everything
that He has accomplished, we remain unmoved andeetéredwe think of ourselves, we do
not think of oumeighborsstill less do we think of God; ingratitudeglflove, concentration on
ourselves, on what we want, what appeals to us, what seems necessary to us.

Today's Gospel reading tells us that God created a whole beautiful wonderful world, fenced it
with His might and Higprovidence, prepared everything in it so that it could be the place of God's
Kingdom, that is the Kingdom of mutual love, the Kingdom of joy. But we know what we,
people, have made of this world: a place where men are afraid to live, where there isdalpods
where inhuman, cruel acts are committed, and not only on a-waitscale, but on a family
scale, a parish scale, and among the closest friends.

From generation to generation the Lord has sent His messengers: patriarchs, prophets, angels
preachersthe Forerunner; and finally He came Himself to remind us that the world was created
for love. And as in the parable the workers led the son out of the vineyard and killed him, so
mankind treated the incarnate SoakingnbtofGod. A
others, but of us ourselves, because life is entrusted to us to make of it a triumph of love,
brotherhood, harmony, faith and joy, and we do not do so, because we think only of ourselves. In
response to everything that God has done for uatemntais, revealing Himself to us, pouring out
all His love on us and finally giving us the life and death of His Son, we produce hardly anything
but a brief 6Thank youd and instantly forge

Turn back to everything you heard during Lent, to what you sathenight of Christ's
Resurrection, to what was said in all the subsequent weeks by the saints, the saints of Russia, th
saints of these islands, by the Gospel of love and humanity. Consider all this and ask yourselves

6am | not a wo,akdam l notone ofthese who pushgsaChrist away every time
He enters my life? Do | not say: get off my path, get out of mylifewant to be the God, the
master, I want to manage everything.d Thus

blasphemasly, but in actions, in rotten words.

We must come to our senses. | have said many times that we are saved because God loves u
yet not by the love of God only, but by our response to this love. If our wish is merely to reap the
fruits of the Gross, ohie crucifixion, of the days of the passion, and return nothing to God, and
give nothing to ouneighborfor whom God died, except a momentary thought, we are alien to
everything that God accomplished for us.

Let us therefore stand before the warning, the reminder in today's Gospel and face the questio
owhere is my gratitude? Do | embody it not
Let us pasgudgmenton ourselves and start a new life. Gratgud God consists in being a joy to
Him, and to ouneighbora support, @aviorand a joy. Let us begin today to bear the fruits of
what we have just learned from God through Christ.
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St. Nicholas Orthodox ChurcH
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94131




37th Annual

Mediterranean Food Festival
Antiochian Orthodox

Church of the Redeemer

September 08, 09, 2018
Saturday: Noon - 10pm Sunday: Noon - 8pm

Mediterranean Food Live Music Dancing Boutique

JOIN US FOR A FUN-FILLED
F ESTIVAL

Delicious Mediterranean Food

Live Music, Fz mnl} Entertainment
Culture St_\'lt’ B()Utique Sh()pping
Games, Kids Zone And More
Church Tours

RAFFLE TICKET PRIZES!

15T Prize  two Airline tickets to any

destination city served by United Airline

plus hotel accommodations for

7days/6nights

2" Prize 8 days / 7 nights at Las Vegas ). v
Condo, accommodate four people \ ‘ k: ‘.‘_
3" Prize  Apple Watch

380 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos Hills, CA 94024

Church Line: (650) 941-1570

Parking & Shuttle Available @ Bridge Community church
625 Magdalena Ave

Los Altos, CA 94024
@ https://www. orthodoxredeemer. org/
!’3 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orthodoxredeemer
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Holy Virgin Mary Antiochian Church
3060 Jefferson Blvd. West Sacramento, CA 925691

SEPTEMBER 15 & 16, 2018
Saturday 11Tam - 10pm | Sunday 12pm - 7pm

ALL ARE WELCOME TO THIS PUBLIC EVENT

Admission
$3 - Adults (11 and older)
FREE -10 and under Free
Free Parking

All major credit cards accepted ® Beer and wine served
*TAKEOUT ORDERS AVAILABLE*

FREE Bike Valet available. Avoid the parking hassle and use West
SAC’s Via Ride Share. Use PROMOCODE: MEDFEST for S1 Rides.

For more information contact Jean Baba 916-955-4736



Welcome to the
Twenty - Fourth Annual

Middle
Eastern

Food
Festival L.

Saturday September 22nd from 11:00am to 8:00pm &
Sunday September 23rd from 12:00pm to 7:00pm

St. John the Evangelist Antiochian Orthodox Church
501 Moraga Way in Orinda, California
925-258-4255 ~ www,stjohnorinda.org

Join in the fun! AHan wa sahlan (Wclcomc)

Live Entertamnment ~ Children's Activities ~ Delicious Ethnic foods
Drinks & Sweets ~ Church & Cultural Center ~ Shopping Bazaar



SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHIXX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduationbirthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services
for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases
a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Oemdiy and professionally trained staff will

work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415)-6280 orinfo@stnichola-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Onsite catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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