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Sunday, October 21, 2018

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Galatians. (2:16-20)

Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the Law but through faith in
Jesus Christ. Even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and
not by works of the Law, because by works of the Law shall no one be justified. But if, in our
endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of
sin? Certainly not! But if | build up again those things which | tore down, then | prove myself a
transgressor. For | through the Law died to the Law, that | might live to God. | have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ Who lives in me; and the life | now live
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Luke. (8:26-39) At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes,
which is opposite Galilee. And as He stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who
had demons; for a long time he had worn no clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the
tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, and said with a loud voice,
“What hast Thou to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beseech Thee, do not torment
me.” For Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. [For many a time it
had seized him; he was kept under guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the
bonds and was driven by the demon into the desert.] Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?”’
And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. And they begged Jesus not to
command them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the
hillside; and they begged Jesus to let them enter these. So He gave them leave. Then the demons
came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake
and was drowned. When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and told it in the city
and in the country. Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus, and
found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his
right mind; and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how he who had been
possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear; so He got into the
boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with Jesus;
but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare all that God has done for you.”
And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city all that Jesus had done for him.

SAVE THE DATE:
ST. NICHOLAS TARAB NIGHT: Saturday October 20™ featuring NABIL EL SAFE
with the maestro RADWAN SHAKHSHIR. Donation: $60. For further information please
contact Gladys Maalouf @ 415-832-0316.
YOUNG ADULT OUTING: The young adults will be meeting on Saturday October 27"
from 2-4PM at Spark Social SF. 601 Mission Bay Blvd North, SF, CA 94158. Hope to see
you all there!
FESTIVAL APPRECIATION DINNER: Tuesday October 30" we will have a dinner at the
church hall to commemorate all those who volunteered and helped make the festival successful.
Please do your best to join us.
ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL FAMILY NIGHT: Friday November 16" sponsored by the
Rantisi Families. More info to come.
ST. NICHOLAS DAY/80™ ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON: Sunday December 9" after
Divine Liturgy please join us in celebrating the Feast of Saint Nicholas Day as well as our
80" anniversary.
ST.NICHOLAS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY: Saturday December 22™. More info to
come.

OCTOBER IS YOUTH MONTH!

In October, we celebrate youth month within our archdiocese, where our youth are designated to
take higher roles in the church. Likewise the entire archdiocese participates in more network based
SOYO activities as well as one of our largest fundraisers of the year. The money goes towards
Special Olympics hosted by our very own Antiochian Village and is one of the largest Special
Olympics in the world. Please contact the Teen Soyo, or Ilyan Baalbaki if you’d like your teen
to participate in any of the roles listed: Epistle reader, chanter, usher, and sermons.




Altar Candle Offering:
Offered by Subdeacon Michel, Judy, and Zack Khoury, for the good health of Gregory
Khoury on the occasion of his birthday. God bless and many years!

Parish Council Election will take place on Sunday December 2nd.

There will be a parish council election meeting for the sole purpose of electing some members of the
Parish Council for the upcoming term. Three are to be elected and one to be appointed by the Pastor.
Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council must be
fully pledged and spiritually qualified. Please submit your candidate’s name to Father George
and/or Maher Shami as soon as possible.

In order to vote in the elections, members must be in spiritual and financial good standing with the
church.

Sunday’s Readers: Sermonette: Yasmina Malouf. The Epistle: Clemence Batarse.

Metropolitan Anthony: The healing of the men of Gergesene

How familiar is this story to us. Yet every time we read it we rediscover something in it which touches our
heart, or gives a new light to our mind. And to-day | would like to attract your attention to three features of
this passage. The first is the attitude of the devils, of the powers of evil, to their victims. The powers of
evil have no other intention or desire than to take possession of a living creature and to make it both a
sufferer and one that will fulfil their will. The Fathers of the Church teach us that the devils can have no
direct action in this world; all they can do is enslave human beings and through them work the evil within
them. So this is what these powers of evil had intended: to enslave these men and to make them
instruments of destruction, but at the same time to make them suffer for it.

When Christ commanded them to leave their victims they cried, shall | say, for a place of refuge, a place
where they could dwell and work destruction. And Christ allowed them to in-dwell the pigs. Pigs, in the
eyes of Jews, were a symbol of impurity; the request to be lodged in their bodies was a sign for all who
could understand - and every Jew could - that they were as impure as the impurest of the animals. But
what happened next was a demonstration to people of what happens when we allow ourselves to be
possessed of evil, when we allow passions to have power over us - hatred, lust, jealousy, and all the
passions of body and soul. Being possessed by them we are doomed to destruction, as this herd ended in
death. We should remember this because we do not always realise how much we are in the grip, in the
power of those things which rule our life: likes and dislikes, hatreds, resentments and so on. We are not
only possessed, but we are also working evil through our subjection to the power of evil. And the warning
is clear: if we only allow evil to take possession of us completely, it will mean death; not physical death,
but a total, tragic alienation from all that is life: from God, from love, from beauty, from meaning. We
cannot fall out of existence but we can be possessed of an existence which is a ghostly one, an existence
without life, without content - a shell that is empty, and yet a torment.

And in contrast to this we see the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God become Man. He is the Creator, He is
the Lord, He is the Saviour of the whole world; and He forgets everything, as it were, the whole of
creation to pay attention to nothing but these two men who are in need of salvation, indeed He is prepared
to leave ninety-nine righteous, whole people who do not need Him at that moment alone in order to give
all His attention, all His life, indeed all His power to save these two men. In the face of all the need of the
world He can see every individual need and respond to it with all His love, all His compassion, all His
understanding and all His divine power to save and to heal.

There is a third group of people whom we see in action in this Gospel story; it is the inhabitants of the
country. They had known of the desperate condition of these two men; they were told of what Christ did
for them; they were told who their master was, who was their tormentor; should they not have come to
give glory to God and thank Him for delivering the two men from the power of evil? NO! All they saw in
the act of Christ was that they were deprived of their herd of swine.




What mattered to them the wholeness and the life and the salvation of these two men? They were deprived
of what was important to them, what mattered to them more than a human life, and they asked Christ to
leave their borders, to go because they did not want to risk another miracle that would be costly to them.
What a tragic - not monstrous, but just tragic contrast between the attitude of God and the attitude of these
people. Let us give thought and ask ourselves, where do we stand? Of course, the first movement we shall
have is to say, 'On God's side’ - it is not true. When there is a tragic need, and the cost of helping would be
perhaps not a disaster but a pain or loss to us, what would we choose? Let us reflect on this: are we really
on the side of Christ Who can forget the whole world because His Heart is pierced, transfixed with
compassion, or - do we allow our heart to be moved one moment, and then recalculate the cost and turn
away from the need? Let us reflect - because every one of these stories, every parable, every image, every
act of God is challenging us: Where do you stand? Who are you? The person possessed, to whatever

Extent? A disciple of Christ ready to forget everything for the sake of a desperate need? Or rather one of
those who say to Christ: Go, go away - you are disturbing our peace, the harmony of our life and our
security?

Let us reflect deeply; but not only reflect, take a decision and act.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHXX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

TheSaint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services
for making any event a very personal experiefareour community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases

a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For moreinformation contact our Church office at (415) 68800 orinfo@stnicholassf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ftdance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Onsite catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

(415) 447-2833

issa@michaellawsf.com

1648 Union St., Suite 201 . -

San Francisco, CA 94123 Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

Auto Accidents
Pedestrians
Bicycles
Motorcycles
Taxi
Buses
Trucking

Airplane & Train Crashes
Construction Site Accidents
Explosions, Fires & Burns

Product Defects

Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
Medical Malpractice

Elderly Abuse

Falls (Slip & Trip)

Dog Attacks

Assault/Battery & Homicides

Millions of dollars recovered for clients.
No fees unless recovery.
San Francisco Bay Area, the State & Across the Nation

Members of the State Bar of California, Consumer Attorneys of
California, & San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & \ &
ZEALOUS ADVOCACY THE

WWW. M iC h a e lL q WS F. C o m TRIAL LAWYERS | PERSONAL INJURY | WRONGFUL DEATH
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REAL ESTATE

B lEBlES TMIIW“S 3
" Gommercial and Residential Real Estate
: BRE # 00550532

Gell: (6501740-6263




