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NATIVITY FAST: November 15th - December 24th We would like to wish 

you a happy Advent season! 

Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period proceeding the Christmas season in 

which we abstain from meat and dairy products. Eating fish is allowed 

except Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like 

breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is seeking the 

spirituality and the preparation for the feast of the advent of our Lord on 

December 25th. 

 وً عبَ ٚأٔزُ ثأٌف خ١ش. أثٕبء اٌشع١خ األدجبء: ثذء طَٛ ا١ٌّالد: 

رشش٠ٓ  ١٥فٟ و١ٕغزٕب األسصٛروغ١خ اٌّمذعخ، ٠جذأ طَٛ ا١ٌّالد ٘زا اٌعبَ اٌخ١ّظ اٌٛالع ف١ٗ 

  ألٚي.وبْٔٛ ا ٢٤اٌضبٟٔ، ٚع١غزّش دزٝ 

، فٙٛ طَٛ خف١ف. ١٢:٠٠ٚ٘زا اٌظَٛ ال ٠ٛجذ ف١ٗ "طَٛ أمطبعٟ". أٞ ال ٠ٛجذ طَٛ ٌٍغبعخ 

 أٞ ٔغزط١ع أْ ٔزٕبٚي ٚججخ افطبس طجبدب، ِٓ ِٛاد ط١ب١ِخ.

اٌزٞ ف١ٗ أرٝ اثٓ هللا إٌٝ اٌعبٌُ ١ٌذٌٕب عٍٝ طش٠ك  "ا١ٌّالد"وبْٔٛ األٚي عٕذزفً ثع١ذ  ٢٥ٚفٟ 

 طَٛ_ِجبسن .ا٢ةاٌخالص، اٌطش٠ك إٌٝ هللا 

 

Memorial Service: 

One Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God Hanna Saddalah Yanni and the 

Handmaiden of God Georgette Yanni offered by their family.  

May their memory be eternal! 

 

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Ephesians. (6:10-17) 

Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, 

that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against flesh 

and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present 

darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 

stand. Stand, therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all 

these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. 

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 



 
 

 

ST. NICHOLAS DAY/80 YEAR ANNIVERSARY PHOTO GALLERY:  

Our 80
th

 Anniversary and the Feast of Saint Nicholas is right around the corner! We would like to 

encourage all of you to send us any memorable pictures/photos that you may have from any part 

of our special history at this church over the last 80 years. The pictures will be put into a 

slideshow at our Luncheon on December 9
th

. We thank you for all your love and support. Photos 

can be uploaded at: https://tinyurl.com/yaqwxxad 

 SAVE THE DATE:  

 ST. NICHOLAS DAY/80TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON: Sunday December 9th  after 

Divine Liturgy please join us in celebrating the Feast of Saint Nicholas Day as well as our 80th 

anniversary. 

 YOUNG ADULT WHITE ELEPHANT POT LUCK: Thursday December 20
th

 at 7PM. 

Location: TBA. Gifts will be no more than $25.  

 ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY: Saturday December 22nd.  Starring 

Special Guest: Bishara Sakhnini. Donation: $95 includes Mezza, Premium Dinner, and Open 

Bar. Doors at 7:30 PM. 

 ١٧-١٠: ٦الرسالة: أفسس 

ّْ ِظبسعزٕب ١ٌغذ ضّذ  ٚا فٟ اٌشّة ٚفٟ عّضح لذسرٗ. اٌجغٛا عالح هللا اٌىبًِ ٌزغزط١عٛا أْ رمفٛا ضّذ ِىب٠ذ إث١ٍظ، فإ َّٛ ٠ب إخٛح رم

الح اٌعبٌُ، عبٌُ ظٍّخ ٘زا اٌذ٘ش، ضّذ أجٕبد اٌشّش اٌشٚد١ّخ فٟ اٌغّب٠ّٚبد. فٍزٌه ُٚ ٍَ ثً ضّذ اٌشئبعبد، ضّذ اٌغالط١ٓ، ضّذ  ٍُ ٚد  ٌذ

ًّ ثِّش رضجزْٛ. فبصجزٛا إًرا ِّٕطم١ٓ أدمبءوُ ثبٌذّك،  ادٍّٛا ّزُ و ّّ عالح هللا اٌىبًِ ٌزغزط١عٛا اٌّمبِٚخ فٟ ا١ٌَٛ اٌشّش٠ش، دزّٝ إرا ر

ٚالثغ١ٓ دسع اٌجِّش، ٚأِعٍٛا ألذاِىُ ثبعزعذاد إٔج١ً اٌغالَ، ٚادٍّٛا عالٚحً عٍٝ رٌه رشط اإل٠ّبْ اٌزٞ ثٗ رمذسْٚ عٍٝ أْ رُطفئٛا 

 ٙبَ اٌشّش٠ش اٌٍّزٙجخ، ٚارّخزٚا خٛرح اٌخالص ٚع١ف اٌشٚح اٌزٞ ٘ٛ وٍّخ هللا.ج١ّع ع

 
THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (18:35-43) 

At that time, when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 

begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of 

Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who 

were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, 

have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him; and when he 

came near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive 

my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” And 

immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, glorifying God; and all the people, when 

they saw it, gave praise to God. 

 ٤٣-٣٥: ١٨قا اإلنجيل: لو

ب عّع اٌجَّع ِجزبًصا عأي: ِب ٘زا؟ فأُخجش  ّّ فٟ رٌه اٌضِبْ ف١ّب ٠غٛع ثبٌمشة ِٓ أس٠ذب وبْ أعّٝ جبًٌغب عٍٝ اٌطش٠ك ٠غزعطٟ. فٍ

ّٞ عبثٌش. فظشر لبئاًل: ٠ب ٠غٛع اثٓ داٚد اسدّٕٟ. فضجشٖ اٌّزمّذِْٛ ١ٌغىذ فبصداد طشاًخب: ٠ب اثٓ داٚد  ّْ ٠غٛع إٌبطش ثأ

ب لُشة عأٌٗ: ِبرا رش٠ذ أْ أطٕع ٌه؟ فمبي: ٠ب سّة أْ أُثظش. فمبي ٌٗ ٠غٛع: أثظش، اسدّٕٟ. ف ّّ ٛلف ٠غٛع ٚأِش ثأْ ٠ُمّذَ إ١ٌٗ. فٍ

 إ٠ّبٔه لذ خٍّظه. ٚفٟ اٌذبي أثظش ٚرجعٗ ٚ٘ٛ ٠ّّجذ هللا. ٚج١ّع اٌشعت إر سأٚا عجّذٛا هللا.

 
BURBARA: December 2

nd
: Delicious “Burbara” Pudding will be served after Liturgy donated by 

Diana Batshon in memory of her Husband Michel Batshon. May his memory be eternal! Many 

thanks to Diana. May God bless you and your family. 

HOLIDAY SEASON: 

As we gather with our families this Advent/Holiday Season to thank God for the many blessings 

He has bestowed on us, we also need to be mindful of the needs of others.  If you know of anyone 

in need, please contact Father George Baalbaki at revbaalbaki@yahoo.com or 586 214 4428. 

 



 
 

 

Parish Council Election will take place on Sunday December 2nd. 

There will be a parish council election meeting for the sole purpose of  electing some members of 

the Parish Council for the upcoming term. Three are to be elected and one to be appointed by the 

Pastor.  

The candidate or nominated person for the Parish Council should be fully pledged for the 

previous two years and should be spiritually qualified.  Please submit your candidate’s name 

to Father George and/or Chairman Maher Shami as soon as possible. 

In order to vote in the elections, members must be in spiritual and financial good standing with the 

church. 

 

Metropolitan Anthony: The Eucharist 

When the Lord instituted at the Last Supper that mystery of our faith which we call the Holy Liturgy or 

the Eucharist, He gathered round Himself His Disciples, both those who were later to be faithful even unto 

death, and also the one who was already prepared to betray his Master. And He confronted him together 

with the others, with the extraordinary love of God, because to be admitted to a man's table means that he, 

our host, consider us to be his equals, his companions in the old sense of this word, those who are untitled 

to break the bread with him, to share with him the substance of life. Equals in the love of God, equals of 

God through His love to us, - this is one of the aspects of this extraordinary event which we call the Last 

Supper. But we have given it also another name, we call it the Eucharist, from a Greek word which means 

simultaneously "gift" and "thanksgiving". Indeed we can see that communion to the Body and Blood of 

Christ is the greatest gift which the Lord can grant us: companionship and equality, becoming the co-

workers of God. And through the incredible, unfathomable action and power of the Spirit, because this 

bread is no longer bread only and this wine is no longer only wine, but have truly become the Body and 

the Blood of the Giver, we become incipiently and increasingly partakers of the divine nature, Gods by 

adoption, Gods by participation, so that together with the One Who is the Incarnate Son of God, we 

became the total revelation of man as well as the total revelation of God's presence, the total Christ of 

whom St Ignatius of Antioche spoke. And beyond this, higher, deeper even than this, in this community of 

nature and of life with the Only-Begotten Son of God in the words of St Irenaeus of Lyon, we become 

truly with regard to God Himself the only begotten son. 

This is the gift, but where is the thanksgiving? What can we bring to the Lord? Bread and wine, they 

belong to Him; our own lives? Are we not His? He has called us out of naught, He has brought us into 

being, He has endowed us with all that we are and all that we possess. What then can we give which is 

really ours? St Maxim the Confessor says that God can do all things, save one: He cannot compel the 

smallest of His creatures to love Him, because love is supreme freedom. This is the only gift which we can 

bring to God: the gift of a trusting heart. 

But why is this mysterious Supper of the Eucharist called the thanksgiving more than any other service, 

more than any action of ours? What can be given to God? This is a question which the Psalmist was 

asking himself centuries before Christ appeared and revealed the divine love, and his answer was so 

unexpected and so true. He says "What reward shall I give to the Lord for all His benefits?" and he replies 

"I shall take the Cup of salvation, I will give thanks unto the Lord, I will sing praise in the courts of the 

CONGRATULATIONS:  

 And best wishes to the newly elected officers of the Ladies Auxiliary: Randa Shatara 

(President), Salwa Batshon (Vice President), Gladys Maalouf (Secretary), Ida Batshon 

(Treasurer).  
 And best wishes to the renewal of elected officers for the second term of the Men’s 

Fellowship: Elias Batshon (President), Rimon Jada (Vice President).  

 We would also like to thank those who fulfilled their duties and responsibilities to their 

church by serving on these committees. We wish you and your families the best and pray 

that you will continue to help in the future.  



 
 

  

"I shall take the Cup of salvation, I will give thanks unto the Lord, I will sing praise in the courts of the 

Temple of the Lord". The supreme act of thanksgiving is not to give back, because one who receives and 

pays back, repays the gift and in some sort of way, destroys the gift; both indeed become equal, both have 

given, both have been at the giving end of the chain, but this reciprocal giving has destroyed both joy up to 

a point. If we wish, if we are capable of receiving, of receiving whole-heartedly, then we are expressing 

truly our total trust, our assurance that the love of the giver is perfect and it is in receiving whole-heartedly 

in all simplicity that we bring joy to the one who has given from all his heart. 

This is true even in human relationship; we wish to repay a gift only to make ourselves free from gratitude 

and from a certain enslavement in which we are put when we receive from one who does not love us 

enough to give whole-heartedly and whom we do not love enough to receive whole-heartedly. And this is 

why the Eucharist is the supreme thanksgiving of the Church and the supreme thanksgiving of our earth: 

people who trust the love of God open-heartedly, without any thought of repaying the gift, only rejoicing 

in the love it expresses, receive from God not only what He can grant but also what He is, participation to 

His life, to His nature, to His eternity, to His love divine. Only if we are capable of receiving with perfect 

gratitude and perfect joy can our participation in the Eucharist be true, only then does the Eucharist 

become for us also the supreme act of gratitude. But gratitude is difficult because it requires both a loving 

heart capable of rejoicing when it receives and a perfect trust and faith in the love of the one who gives, 

trust that this gift is not meant as an humiliation or as an act of enslavement. And this is why we must 

grow from day to day into the ability to love and to be loved, into the ability to be grateful and to rejoice, 

and only then does become the Last Supper of the Lord the perfect gift of God and the perfect response of 

the earth. 

 

ي اعزعذاًدا ٌع١ذ ا١ٌّالد، ٌىضشح إٌجٛءاد فٟ اٌعٙذ ٔالدع  أعياد األنبياء ّٚ ي شٙش وبْٔٛ األ ّٚ ّْ اٌى١ٕغخ ٚضعذ أع١بًدا ٌألٔج١بء فٟ أ أ

اٌمذ٠ُ عٓ ِجٟء اٌّخٍّض ٚٚالدرٗ وطفً. إ١ٌىُ ٔجزح عٓ األٔج١بء اٌضالصخ اٌز٠ٓ ٠مع ع١ذُ٘ ٘زا األعجٛع ُٚ٘ ِٓ األٔج١بء االصٕٟ عشش 

ّٟ ٚ٘ٛ  - بس اٌىزبة اٌّمّذط:اٌظغبس اٌز٠ٓ وزجٛا أدذ أعف ّٟ ِٓ اٌج١ًٍ ِٓ عجط شّعْٛ، ٚرٕجّأ أ٠ّبَ دضل١ّب إٌج اٌمّذ٠ظ ٔبدَٛ إٌج

ًّ اٌّبد٠ّْٛ  وبرت إٌجٛءح اٌغبثعخ ِٓ عٍغٍخ ٔجٛءاد اٌعٙذ اٌمذ٠ُ االصٕزٟ عششح اٌظغ١شح، اٌزٟ ُوزجذ عٍٝ األسجخ لجً أْ أدز

ّْ  ٦١٢ٚاٌىٍذا١ّْٔٛ ِذ٠ٕخ ١ٕٜٔٛ اٌغٕخ  ّٟ لبَ فٟ ٍِّىخ ٠ٙٛرا أ٠ّبَ ثٛاخ١ٓ  - ٔبدَٛ رٕجّأ ٚأٔزس ثخشاثٙب. ق.َ أل اٌمّذ٠ظ دجمٛق إٌج

ق.َ. ٚ٘ٛ طبدت اٌغفش اٌضبِٓ ِٓ أعفبس األٔج١بء االصٕٟ عشش اٌظغبس. ٠ُغزٕزَج ِٓ  ٥٩٩اٌٍّه، لجً جالء اٌشعت إٌٝ ثبثً اٌغٕخ 

ّٞ ٚأّٔٗ وب ْ ِٓ ث١ٓ اٌّشر١ٍّٓ فٟ ا١ٌٙىً. ٘زا اٌّضِٛس عٕذٔب ا١ٌَٛ فٟ اٌزغجذخ ِضِٛسٖ فٟ اإلطذبح اٌضبٌش أّٔٗ وبْ ِٓ عجط الٚ

: ٠ُشّجخ أّٔٗ ِٓ عجط  - «.اٌشاثعخ: ٠ب سّة إّٟٔ عّعذ عّبعه ففضعذ، ٠ب سّة عٍّه فٟ ٚعط اٌغ١ٕٓ أدجّٗ... ّٟ اٌمّذ٠ظ طف١ٕب إٌج

. رٕجّأ أ٠ّبَ ٠ٛش١ّب ٍِه ا١ٌٙٛد٠ّخ ) ّٞ ّٟ إٌٝ اٌزٛثخ ٠ٚزذّذس عٓ (. أعبط رع١ٍّٗ ِب وزجٗ ع٦١٠-٦٤١الٚ ثم١ّخ »ٓ اٌذ٠ٕٛٔخ. ٠ذعٛ إٌج

اٌزٟ عزجمٝ ِمّذعخ إلٌٙٙب، ٠ٚشٜ ا٢ثبء فٟ رٌه إشبسح إٌٝ اٌى١ٕغخ، أٚسش١ٍُ اٌجذ٠ذح. ٔجٛءرٗ اٌزبععخ ث١ٓ إٌجٛءاد « إعشائ١ً

 االصٕزٟ عششح اٌظغ١شح.
 



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
BANQUET HALL 

 
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception, 

baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services 

for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases 

a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will 

work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you. 

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com 

 

 
 

 

Banquet Hall Amenities 
 

Over 6000 square feet 

Seating for up to 350 guests 

200 square foot elevated stage 

25ft x 25ft dance floor 

Lighting & Sound 

Bar available 

Fully equipped industrial kitchen 

On-site catering available with staff 

External caterers are welcome 

Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available 

Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available 

Complimentary parking lot 

Wheelchair accessible 
  

mailto:info@stnicholas-sf.com


 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 


