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Conception of the Theotokos by Righteous Anna
َٔد َجو دْخ ث٘اىذح اإلى
NATIVITY FAST: November 15th - December 24th We would like to wish
you a happy Advent season!
Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period proceeding the Christmas season in
which we abstain from meat and dairy products. Eating fish is allowed
except Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like
breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is seeking the
spirituality and the preparation for the feast of the advent of our Lord on
December 25th.
.شٞ مو ػبً ٗأّزٌ ثأىف خ:خ األدجبءٞ أثْبء اىشػ:الدَٞطً٘ اى

. ٕٗ مبُّ٘ األٗهٚغزَش دزٝ  ع٘فٛالد اىزَٞ ٍْزظف طً٘ اىّٜذِ ف
.فٞ فٖ٘ طً٘ خف،ٕٔ:ٓٓ ٘جذ طً٘ ىيغبػخٝ  الٛ أ."ٜٔ "طً٘ اّقطبػٞ٘جذ فٝ ٕزا اىظً٘ ال
.خٍٞبٞ ٍِ ٍ٘اد ط،غ أُ ّزْبٗه ٗججخ افطبس طجبدبٞ ّغزطٛأ
قٝ ؽشٚذىْب ػيٞ اىؼبىٌ ىٚ اثِ هللا إىٚٔ أرٞ فٛالد "اىزَٞذ "اىٞ ٕ٘ مبُّ٘ األٗه عْذزفو ثؼٜٗف
طً٘_ٍجبسك. ةٟ هللا اٚق إىٝ اىطش،اىخالص
THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Galatians. (4:22-27)
Brethren, Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and one by a free woman. But the son of
the slave was born according to the flesh, the son of the free woman through promise. Now this is
an allegory: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for
slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our
mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and shout, you
who are not in travail; for the children of the desolate one are many more than the children of her
that is married.”
ّ شٞ غ.خش ٍِ اىذشّحٟخ ٗاٌٝ اثْبُ أدذَٕب ٍِ اىجبسٕٞب إخ٘ح إّّٔ مبُ إلثشاٝ ٢٧-٢٢ :٤  غالطية:الرسالة
خ ُٗىذٝ ٍِ اىجبسٛأُ اىز
ّ ، ٗرىل إَّّب ٕ٘ سٍض. ٍِ اىذشّح فجبىَ٘ػذٛ أ ٍّب اىز،ثذغت اىجغذ
ّخٝيذ ىيؼج٘دٝ ْٛب اىزِٞ َٕب اىؼٖذاُ أدذَٕب ٍِ ؽ٘س عٞألُ ٕبر
ّ ،ّخٌٞ اىذبىْٞبعت أٗسشيٝٗ بس اىؼشةٝ دْٜب ججو فٞفئُ ٕبجش ثو ؽ٘س ع
ّ .ٕٗ٘ ٕبجش
 أ ٍّب.ّخ ٍغ أٗالدٕبٝ اىؼج٘دٜألُ ٕزٓ دبطيخ ف
ّ ، ىٌ رزَ ّخغّٜزٖب اىزٝ أٜ ٗاطشخٜ إزف، ىٌ ريذّٜزٖب اىؼبقش اىزٝ أٜ ألّّٔ ُمزت افشد. أ ٍّْب ميّْبٜٕٗ  دشّحٜٖب فٌٞ اىؼيٞأٗسشي
ُأل
.أٗالد اىَٖج٘سح أمثش ٍِ أٗالد راد اىشجو

THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (13:10-17)
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there was a woman
who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully
straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, “Woman, you are freed
from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight,
and she praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those
days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite!
Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to
water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen
years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were
put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him.

١٧-١٠ :١٣  لوقا:اإلنجيل
ّ
خ الْٞ ٗمبّذ ٍْذ، ػششح عْخّٜ ٗإرا ثبٍشأح ثٖب سٗح ٍشع ٍْز ثَب،ً٘ اىغجذٝ  أدذ اىَجبٍغٜؼيٌ فٝ غ٘عٝ ُ رىل اىضٍبُ مبٜف
ْ ٍُ  إّّل:غ٘ع دػبٕب ٗقبه ىٖبٝ  في َّب سإٓب.غ أُ رْزظت اىجزّخٞرغزط
 اىذبه اعزقبٍذٜ ٗف،ٖبٞٔ ػيٝذٝ  ٗٗػغ،طيقخ ٍِ ٍشػل
ُٖ٘ب رأرٞ فف،ٖبٞ اىؼَو فْٜجغٝ ًّبٝ عزّخ أٜٕ : ٗقبه ىيجَغ، اىغجذٜغ٘ع فٝ  ٕٗ٘ ٍغزبظ إلثشاء،ظ اىَجَغٞ فأجبة سئ.ٍٗجّذد هللا
 اىغجذ ٍِ اىَزٗدٜذ ّو ث٘سٓ أٗ دَبسٓ فٝ ٌظ م ّو ٗادذ ٍْنٞ أى،ٜب ٍشائٝ : فأجبة اىشةّ ٗقبه.ً٘ اىغجذٝ ٜ ال ف،ُ٘ٗرغزشف
 أُ رُطَيَق ٍِ ٕزا اىشثبؽْٜجغٝ ُ أ ٍّب مب، ػششح عْخّٜطبُ ٍْز ثَبٞ سثطٖب اىشٌٜ اىزٕٞ اثْخ إثشاٜٕٗ ،ٓٔ؟ ٕٗزٞغقْٞطيق ثٔ فٝٗ
.ٍْٔ  مبّذ رظذسٜذح اىزٞغ األٍ٘س اىَجَٞ ٗفشح اىجَغ ثج،ًٗقبٝ ُ م ّو ٍِ مبٛ خض،ً٘ اىغجذ؟ ٗى َّب قبه ٕزاٝ
ST. NICHOLAS DAY/80 YEAR ANNIVERSARY PHOTO GALLERY:
Our 80 Anniversary and the Feast of Saint Nicholas is right around the corner! We would like to
encourage all of you to send us any memorable pictures/photos that you may have from any part
of our special history at this church over the last 80 years. The pictures will be put into a
slideshow at our Luncheon on December 9th. We thank you for all your love and support. Photos
can be uploaded at:
th

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tcgw7vBroKWGvEYMqnUDRkmEWEqosxd3?usp=sharing









SAVE THE DATE:
ST. NICHOLAS DAY/80 ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON: Sunday December 9th after
Divine Liturgy please join us in celebrating the Feast of Saint Nicholas Day as well as our 80 th
anniversary.
CHOIR CHRISTMAS POTLUCK DINNER: Thursday December 13th at 6:30 PM. Please
bring a dish for the potluck. The main dish will be provided by the church.
YOUNG ADULT WHITE ELEPHANT POT LUCK: Thursday December 20th at 7PM.
Location: TBA. Gifts will be no more than $25.
ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY: Saturday December 22nd. Starring
Special Guest: Bishara Sakhnini. Donation: $95 includes Mezza, Premium Dinner, and Open
Bar. Doors at 7:30 PM.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: December 24th. Orthros: 5:30 PM. Divine Liturgy: 6 PM
TH

HOLIDAY SEASON:
As we gather with our families this Advent/Holiday Season to thank God for the many blessings
He has bestowed on us, we also need to be mindful of the needs of others. If you know of anyone
in need, please contact Father George Baalbaki at revbaalbaki@yahoo.com or 586 214 4428.

Altar Candle Offering:
 Offered by Jarjoura Family in loving memory of beloved parents George and Najla
Jarjura. May their memory be eternal!
 Altar Candles offered in loving memory of Eman Tarazi. May her memory be eternal!
Pledge Commitments & Archdiocese Fees:
Friendly reminder: Before the end of this year, we humbly ask you to honor your pledge
commitments and archdiocese fees. God bless you!
MIRACLES OF CHRIST ON THE SABBATH DAY: Time and again we read in the Gospel of
the anger which the Lord Jesus Christ provoked by performing an act of mercy, a miracle of
healing on a Sabbath day. And we cannot help asking ourselves a question: Why did He do it so
constantly, so persistently, with such insistence? Could it be to challenge those who surrounded
Him? Could it be to provoke them? Could it be simply a pedagogical action?
I believe that there is a great deal more in His action. The Lord created the world in six days; on
the seventh day He rested of His toils and labours. But what happened to the world then? The
seventh day was the day when the world came into the hands of man to be brought to its
fulfillment and to its completeness; the seventh day, the Sabbath of the Lord is the day of man. The
whole of human history falls in that day. But God did not leave man to work alone as the Lord
Jesus Christ says in the Gospel, as reported by Saint John, My Father still works, He shows His
work to His Son for Him to fulfill them. And in another passage He teaches us, He tells us that His
judgment is true because it is not His judgment; He hears the words of the Father and that is the
judgment He pronounces. And so, history is the day of man, but man is called to be guided by the
wisdom, by the love of God. It is because we are so often seeking for our own ways, it is because
we do not ask ourselves what is God's way in one situation or the other that the world has become
so ugly, and so frightening, and so tragic. There is a Hebrew poem that describes the misery of this
world into which man does not bring the love of God; it says, Man has ceased to believe in God
and love has departed this world. Men have hanged themselves in forests, have drowned
themselves in lakes, in rivers. Heaven is no longer mirrored in the lakes, in the woods; the bird
does no longer sing songs of paradise, and the Prophet himself on his pedestal has become a mere
statue. Is this not what we have become? Not statues but so much alike the wife of Lot who turned
back and who became a statue of salt. We have remained salt and yet we are petrified, immobile,
we do not fulfill on earth this function of ours. And Christ shows us, by working His miracles, His
acts of love and of compassion on Sabbath day, time and again, He Who is the only true man, the
only man who is in total, ultimate oneness with God, what our part should be: take on the history
of mankind, take every situation in which we or others find themselves, and carry them on our
shoulders in an act of mercy and of love. A Western writer has said that a Christian is the one to
whom God has committed the care of His world and of other people. Are we discharging this basic
central commission of ours, do we care? We may care with tenderness, we may care sternly, but
we must care. And then, this seventh day when God in His mercy and love has committed this
world to our care, still can become the day of the Lord. And the City of man which is been built
without God, which so often is like the Tower of Babylon, may still unfold and attain the greatness
and the holiness of the City of God in which the Lord Jesus Christ, true God but also true Man, is
called to be a citizen, the heart of it, but also one of us. Is not this call great enough? Is not God's
faith in us sufficiently inspiring? Are we going to defeat His hope, to reject His love for ourselves
or for others? Or are we going to learn from the ways in which Christ fulfills His human vocation
in the day of the Lord, shall we not learn from Him and together with Him build the world which
God has dreamed, has willed and is still loving in his distress and so often in our betrayal of Him!

God has dreamed, has willed and is still loving in his distress and so often in our betrayal of Him!
Let us learn to love one another actively, bear one another's burdens, listen to the Living God when
He speaks, listen with all our energy, look into His ways and be those who fulfill His will and
bring the world to the perfect beauty He has willed for it!
Let us learn to love one another actively, bear one another's burdens, listen to the Living God when
He speaks, listen with all our energy, look into His ways and be those who fulfill His will and
bring the world to the perfect beauty He has willed for it!
القديس نيقوالوس
)ِّٜ اىثبٝظ أّذساٗط (ٖٓ رششٌْٖٝ اىقذٞ ٍِ ث،ّٚغخ خذٍبد جيِْٞ ق ّذٍ٘ا ىينٞغٝالد ىقذَٞذ اىٞ صٍِ اىزقذٍخ اىغبثق ىؼّٜذ فّٞؼ
 ّٗؼشف ػٌْٖ أمثش،) مبُّ٘ األٗه٧( ُالٍٞ ٘ط أُعقفٞظ أٍجشٗعٝ ٗاىقذ،)ش (ٗ مبُّ٘ االٗهٞ اىَؼيٌّ اىنجٜ٘دْب اىذٍشقٝ ظٝٗاىقذ
خٞ اىشؼجٙ٘ اىزقٜذزو ٍنبّخ فٝ ّب ٍِ ٕؤالء الَٝنِ اىق٘ه اُ أٝ ِ ٗىن.ٜشا اىؼجبئجٍٞ ق٘الٗط أُعقفّٞ ظٍَٝب ّؼشف ػِ اىقذ
 رُزمش ثؼبٍخ الٜبرٔ اىزٞ فَشادو د.جبٝئب رقشٞذٓ ثبدزفبالد خبطخ ال رؼشف ػْٔ شٞ ّذ٘ؽ ػٛظ اىزٝ ٕزا اىقذ.ٜق٘الٗط اىؼجبئجْٞم
ٜ
ّ  سٗدْٚؼب ٍؼَٞ ىٖب ج،ظٝ ٗٗجٔ اىقذٙ٘ ٍغ اىزق،خٞ ٗىنِ ىٖزٓ اىقظض اىشؼج.خٞض اىشؼجٞخ ثو األقبطٝ اىزبسٚ ػٍَ٘ب إىَٜرْز
.ُٔ اعزخالطّٟذبٗه ا
ّشد جَبه ديّخٞ ىقذ ط،ٖب األة اىَز٘شخ ثبهللٝ «أ:َخ ٕزٓ اىظ٘سح ٗأطبىزٖبٞش ّنو قٝ َُنِ اٝ  ٍبٚذٓ ثذقخ إىٞو ػٞ رشارٙش إدذٞرش
ٍِ بّبٝ ٍْقزا ا، رظْغ ىْب ٍؼجضاد اىؼجبئت اىذائَخ اىزمش،ب خبدً األعشاسٝ  فيزىل، إششاقًبٖٚخ أثٞاىنْٖ٘د ثبىفؼبئو اىؼَي
ّٔ ا.ٍِْٞ ثبىَؤْٜؼزٝ ٛظ اىنْٖخ اىزٞق٘الٗط ٕ٘ ٍثبه سئّٞ ظٝ فبىقذ.ٔ أمَو ٗجٚء ػيٜ ٕزٓ اىنيَبد رق٘ه مو ش.»اىَظبػت
ٓ رذٗس د٘ىٔ رُظٖشٜخ اىزٞض اىشؼجٞ األقبط.ّخٖٞب اىفؼبئو اىؼَيٞف اىٞؼٝ ّٔب ألٖٞٔ رأىقب ثٞ رزأىق ػيٜخ اىزٞيجظ اىذيّخ اىنْٖ٘رٝ
، «ٍذػ ّ٘ا ٍِ مو ط٘ة:ٓذٞو ػٞ ٕزا ٍب رنشّسٓ رشار. ىيقذاعخٚبرٔ ػِ ٍثبه أػيٞ ٗرُؼجّش د.قبدٞ اىشذائذ ٗاىؼٍْٜجذًا ىَِ ٌٕ ف
ٛ ٍِ را اىز...ٌٖبٌٕ ٍِ فقشٌٕ ٗرجبسثٝو ّٖبس ٍخيّظب إَٞبُ ىٝ ظبٕشا ىٌٖ ثبإل...زلٝ ظ ّو دَبِٚ إىٞ ٍؤاصسح اىغبػٚمْذ رجبدس إى
.»ِْٞزٕو ٍِ طجشك ٗسدَزل ىيفقشاء ٗسأفزل ثبىَنشٗثٝ  الٜٕأٍبً دْ ّ٘ك اىالٍزْب
ّ
ٛ ٗمْض اىفقشاء ٍٗؼضٙ ٍٗذشس األعشٚ اىَشػٜ شبف،ق٘الٗطّٞ ظٝخ اىقذٝ سػبِٚ إىٞٞؼب ريجأ دش٘د األسث٘رمغًٝ٘ أٞٗاى
ظٝخ رجبٓ اىقذٞ اىشؼجٙ٘ رىل اُ اىزق،غ٘عِٞ ثٞ مشٍض ىيشدَخ ٍٗذجخ اىجشش اىَخيَّظّٜ  ٕ٘ د.ِِٝ ٍٗششذ اىَغبفشٞاىَنشٗث
.ٔغ٘ع ّفغٝ ٚخ اىَطبف إىٝ ّٖبٜق٘الٗط رظو فّٞ
.)ٔييٞف (جٍِٞ مزبة «عْخ اىشة اىَقج٘ىخ» ىألة ى
Altar Candle Offering:
 By St. Nicholas church for the good health of all who are named Nick, Nicholas, Nicole, Nicola
after the feast of Saint Nicholas on December 6th on the occasion of their Names’ Day! Fr.
Nicholas Borzghol, Nicholas Baalbaki, Nicholas Katout, Nicholas Nabil Hanhan, Nicholas
Tannous, Nicholas Qaqish, Nicole Aho, Nicole Hanhan, Nikki Hanhan, Nicole Jadelrab,
Nicole Wahab, Nicole Bekhete, Nick Nichola, Nicola Akik, Nick John Saba , Nicholas
Maalouf, Nick Baba, and in loving memory of Fr. Nicholas Habib and Nichola Saba,
God Bless!
CHOIR APPRECIATION SUNDAY:
We set aside one Sunday in December each year to honor our choirs and
chanters. This year, that day is Sunday, December 9th. Let us use this day to honor them and say
thank you for their effort to enrich our worship through the proper singing of our sacred music
throughout the year. May God grant them many years!
Wishing you all a blessed remainder of the Fast and, in advance, a blessed feast, I remain,
Your Father in Christ,
+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services
for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases
a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

