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Sunday, December 16, 2018 

Sunday of Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ 
 أحذ األجذاد

NATIVITY FAST: November 15th - December 24th We would like to wish 

you a happy Advent season! 

Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period proceeding the Christmas season in 

which we abstain from meat and dairy products. Eating fish is allowed 

except Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like 

breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is seeking the 

spirituality and the preparation for the feast of the advent of our Lord on 

December 25th. 

 وً ػبَ ٚأٔزُ ثأٌف خ١ش. خ األحجبء:أثٕبء اٌشػ١ طَٛ ا١ٌّالد: 

  وبْٔٛ األٚي. ٤ٕحزٝ ٔحٓ فٟ ِٕزظف طَٛ ا١ٌّالد اٌزٞ عٛف ٠غزّش 

، فٙٛ طَٛ خف١ف. ٓٓ:ٕٔ٘زا اٌظَٛ ال ٠ٛجذ ف١ٗ "طَٛ أمطبػٟ". أٞ ال ٠ٛجذ طَٛ ٌٍغبػخ 

 أٞ ٔغزط١غ أْ ٔزٕبٚي ٚججخ افطبس طجبحب، ِٓ ِٛاد ط١ب١ِخ.

اٌزٞ ف١ٗ أرٝ اثٓ هللا ئٌٝ اٌؼبٌُ ١ٌذٌٕب ػٍٝ ؽش٠ك  "ا١ٌّالد"ؼ١ذ وبْٔٛ األٚي عٕحزفً ث ٥ٕٚفٟ 

 طَٛ_ِجبسن .اٌخالص، اٌطش٠ك ئٌٝ هللا ا٢ة

 

Memorial Service:  

Nine Day Memorial Service for the Servant of God Antonios Kardouh who passed 

in Syria this week. We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to 

his children Haffiz Kardouh and Helena Rantisi. May his memory be eternal! 

 

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Colossians. (3:4-11) 
Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory.  Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry.  On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 

disobedience.  In these you once walked, when you lived in them.  But now put them all away: 

anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, seeing that 

you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being 

renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator.  Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, 

circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. 

 



 
 

 

 

THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (14:16-24) 
The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at 

the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, „Come; for all is 

now ready.‟  But, one by one, they all began to make excuses.  The first said to him, „I have bought 

a field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.‟  And another said, „I have 

bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.‟  And another 

said, „I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.‟  So the servant came and reported this 

to his master.  Then the householder in anger said to his servant, „Go out quickly to the streets and 

lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.‟  And the servant said, 

„Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.‟  And the master said to the 

servant, „Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be 

filled.  For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.‟  For many are 

called, but few are chosen.” 

 ٢٤-١٦: ١٤اإلنجيل: لوقا 

ب ٚدػب وض١ش٠ٓ فأسعً ػجذٖ  ًّ ًّ شٟء لذ لبي اٌشّة ٘زا اٌّضً: ئٔغبْ طٕغ ػشبء ػظ١ ّْ و ٠ٓ: رؼبٌٛا فا ّٛ فٟ عبػخ اٌؼشبء ٠مٛي ٌٍّذػ

ي: لذ اشزش٠ذ حمالً ٚال ثّذ ٌٟ ِٓ أْ أَخشط ٚأَٔظشٖ، فأعأٌُه أْ رُؼف١ٕٟ.  ّٚ ٚلبي أُػّذ. فطفك وٍُّٙ، ٚاحذ فٛاحذ، ٠غزؼفُْٛ. فمبي ٌٗ األ

جذ ثبِشأح فٍزٌه ال أَعزط١غ أْ ا٢خش: لذ اشزش٠ذ خّغخ فذاد٠ٓ ثمش ٚأٔب ِبٍع ألجّشثٙب، فأعأٌه أْ رؼف١ٕٟ. ٚ ّٚ لبي ا٢خش: لذ رض

أجٟء. فأرٝ اٌؼجذ ٚأَخجش ع١ّذٖ ثزٌه. فح١ٕئز غؼت سّة اٌج١ذ ٚلبي ٌؼجذٖ: اخشْط عش٠ًؼب ئٌٝ شٛاسع اٌّذ٠ٕخ ٚأَصلّزٙب، ٚادِخً 

. فمبي اٌغ١ّذ ٌٍؼجذ: اخشْط  اٌّغبو١ٓ ٚاٌُجذع ٚاٌؼ١ّبْ ٚاٌؼشط ئٌٝ ٕ٘ٙب. فمبي اٌؼجذ: ٠ب ع١ّذ لذ لُؼٟ ِب أَِشَد ثٗ، ٠ٚجمٝ ًّ أ٠ًؼب ِح

ئٌٝ اٌطشق ٚاألع١جخ ٚاػطشسُ٘ ئٌٝ اٌذخٛي حزّٝ ٠ّزٍئ ث١زٟ. فأّٟ ألٛي ٌىُ ئّٔٗ ال ٠زٚق ػشبئٟ أحذ ِٓ أٌٚئه اٌشجبي 

٠ٓ وض١شْٚ ٚاٌّخزبس٠ٓ ل١ٍٍْٛ. ّٛ ّْ اٌّذػ ٠ٓ، أل ّٛ  اٌّذػ

 
SAVE THE DATE:  

 YOUNG ADULT WHITE ELEPHANT POT LUCK: Thursday December 20
th

 at 7PM. 

Location: TBA. Gifts will be no more than $25.  

 LADIES AUXILIARY CHRISTMAS PARTY: Thursday December 20
th

 at 6PM at St. 

Nicholas Church. Food: Potluck (hot dish, salad, fruit, or dessert). White Elephant game. 

If you’d like to participate please bring a wrapped gift with a cost of no more than $20. 

 ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY: Saturday December 22
nd

.  Starring 

Special Guest: Bishara Sakhnini. Donation: $95 includes Mezza, Premium Dinner, and 

Open Bar. Doors at 7:30 PM. 

 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: December 24
th

. Orthros: 5:30 PM. Divine Liturgy: 6:00 

PM 

 ١١-٤: ٣الرسالة: كولوسي 

٠ب ئخٛح، ِزٝ ظٙش اٌّغ١ح اٌزٞ ٘ٛ ح١برٕب فأٔزُ أ٠ًؼب رُظَٙشْٚ ح١ٕئز ِؼٗ فٟ اٌّجذ. فأ١َِزٛا أػؼبءوُ اٌزٟ ػٍٝ األسع: اٌضٔٝ 

ٚإٌجبعخ ٚاٌٜٙٛ ٚاٌشٙٛح اٌشد٠ئخ ٚاٌطّغ اٌزٞ ٘ٛ ػجبدح ٚصٓ، ألّٔٗ ألجً ٘زٖ ٠أرٟ غؼت هللا ػٍٝ أثٕبء اٌؼظ١بْ، ٚفٟ ٘زٖ أٔزُ 

: اٌغؼت ٚاٌغخؾ ٚاٌخجش ٚاٌزجذ٠ف ٚاٌىالَ اٌمج١ح ِٓ أ٠ًؼب عٍىزُ ح١ًٕب  ًّ ب ا٢ْ فأٔزُ أ٠ًؼب اؽشحٛا اٌى ِّ ئر وٕزُ ػبئش١ٓ ف١ٙب. أ

أفٛا٘ىُ. ٚال ٠ىزة ثؼُؼىُ ثؼًؼب ثً اخٍؼٛا اإلٔغبْ اٌؼز١ك ِغ أػّبٌٗ ٚاٌجغٛا اإلٔغبْ اٌجذ٠ذ اٌزٞ ٠زجّذد ٌٍّؼشفخ ػٍٝ طٛسح 

 ، ّٞ ّٟ ٚال ٠ٙٛد ًّ شٟء ٚفٟ خبٌمٗ ح١ش ١ٌظ ٠ٛٔبٔ ، ال ػجذ ٚال ُحّش، ثً اٌّغ١ح ٘ٛ و ّٟ ّٞ ٚال ئعى١ض ال خزبْ ٚال لٍف، ال ثشثش

 اٌج١ّغ.

 

THANK YOU:  

We would like to thank those who helped us with our 80
th
 anniversary last Sunday. It was a 

special and memorable time and we are glad to share it with you. 

Pledge Commitments & Archdiocese Fees: Friendly reminder: Before the end of this year, 

we humbly ask you to honor your pledge commitments and archdiocese fees. God bless you! 



 
 

Altar Candle Offering:  

 Offered by Nadim, Basma, Janan, Ivette, Jennifer, Brandon and Matthew Howell, Jane 

and Oscar Moran for the continued good health of Jim Howell on the occasion of his 

birthday on December 17
th
. God bless and many years! 

 Offered by Hayat Shiheiber in loving memory of Amanda and Ibrahim Shiheiber. May 

their memory be eternal! 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: BRIDAL FEAST 

How often have we heard today‟s a parable about those people who were called to the Bridal Feast 

of the King, and who refused to come. The one who had acquired a plot of land; he thought he was 

in possession of it; in reality, he was so attached to it that he could not detach himself from it: he 

was a prisoner of what he thought he possessed. And so it is with whatever we imagine we 

possess; it is enough for us to have the smallest thing in our hand - and this hand is alienated to us; 

we cannot use it anymore, we cannot use our arm, our whole body is conditioned by what we 

possess, or imagine we possess: we are held a prisoner by it. 

Others refused to come because they had bought five pairs of oxen: they had to try them, they had 

a task to fulfil, they had work to do, they had perhaps what they believed to be a mission in life, 

and therefore they had no time for anything except that that was their personal concern. 

And the last refused to come because his heart was full of his own joy; having married, how could 

he be concerned with anyone else‟s marriage? He was full of his own joy - how could he 

participate in anyone else's joy? 

And so, they all turned away from the call. 

Doesn't it apply very directly to us? Each of us possesses something that he deems so important 

that he is prepared to turn away from God - yes, from God: there is no time for prayer, there is no 

time for worship. At the same time we turn away from other people who need us because we are 

busy with our own business? 

And how often happens that we are full of joy or of sorrow - but they are our own, we hug them to 

our heart, we have no time for anyone else's sorrow or anyone else‟s joy. 

But then, what should we do? You hear every Sunday in the Liturgy words that say, „Let us lay 

aside all the cares of this life‟; does it mean that we must turn away from the earth on which we 

live, from the tasks which are ours, from the joys and true sorrows that come our way? No! 

But there is an answer to it perhaps in the lines that precede the reading from the Epistle which we 

heard today, where we are told: Are you risen with Christ? Are you where He is? Is your life hid in 

God with Christ? What does it really mean to us? It means that if we are dead with the death of 

Christ to everything which is destructive of love, destructive of compassion, which is self-

centredness, which is self-love, which leaves no space for anyone but ourselves - if we are dead to 

all this, and if we have accepted life on Christ's terms, ready to live for others, live for God, live 

for the joy and life of those who surround us - then we are risen with Christ, and our life is indeed 

hid with Christ in God, it is at the very depth of God, at the very depth of divine love! And then we 

can turn to the earth; then, instead of possessing we can serve, instead of overpowering we can try 

to bring this earth of ours, in an act of love, in an act of reverence to be free, to be God's earth, to 

be able to bring fruit, not as it does being raped, being violently possessed by us, but giving us its 

fruit in an act of responsive love. And the same applies to our tasks; we are called to serve, we are 

called to make of all our life an act of concern, of love, of service - then, all that we do becomes an 

act of God, then it becomes meaningful and it does not separate us from God. 

And if joy has come into our heart, it is a gift of God; if sorrow has come into our heart, we can 

carry it to God, for it to be integrated in the mystery of salvation! 

Let us reflect on this! Let us truly lay aside all the cares of this life in the sense that let us not be 



 
 

  

Let us reflect on this! Let us truly lay aside all the cares of this life in the sense that let us not be 

prisoners, but free: Christ has come to set us free. And then the earth, and our labour, and our joys, 

and our sorrows and everyone on earth will become part of the Kingdom of God. Then indeed, our 

life will be hid with Christ in God, but a God Who have chosen so to love the world as to be 

incarnate, to become man among men, to take upon Himself all the human destiny, createdness, 

life in a fallen world, the consequences of human sin, and even the loss of God which is what kills. 

And, having accepted it all in an act of saving and redempting love, He has risen, and anyone can 

enter into eternal life, the life of the resurrection by uniting himself or herself to Christ. 

 

 قد أُِعد  تعالوا فإن كّل شيء 

ٖ اعزؼذاًدا ١ٌٍّالد اٌّجبسن، ُٔم١ُ ا١ٌَٛ روشٜ األجذاد اٌز٠ٓ عجمٛا اٌغ١ذ ِٓ آدَ ئٌٝ ِش٠ُ، ٚفٟ األحذ اٌمبدَ عٕم١ُ روشٜ اٌز٠ٓ عجمٛ

 ِٓ اٌؼجشا١١ٔٓ أٞ اثزذاء ِٓ ئثشا١ُ٘. اٌغ١ذ ِزظً ثىً اٌجٕظ اٌجششٞ، ٚثٕٛع خبص ثبألثشاس اٌز٠ٓ ١ّ٘أٚا ِج١ئٗ.

َٛ ا٢خش: ٘زا ٌٗ حمً اشزشاٖ، ٠زحّذس ئٔج١ً ا ١ٌَٛ ػٓ ١ٌّٚخ أَػّذ٘ب ئٔغبْ فأخز ٠ُشعً ثطٍت اٌّذػ٠ٛٓ، ٌٚىُٕٙ اػززسٚا اٌٛاحذ رٍ

ٚران ٌٗ فذاد٠ٓ أساد اْ ٠فٍح ثٙب، فبعزؼف١ب، ٚاٌضبٌش رضٚط اِشأح فمبي: ال ألذس أْ أجٟء. غ١ش اْ طبحت اٌذػٛح ٌُ ٠مجً ِٓ أحذ 

 ِٓ وً شٟء آخش.ػزًسا ألْ ا١ٌٌّٛخ اإل١ٌٙخ خ١ش 

وّب اْ األثشاس فٟ اٌؼٙذ اٌمذ٠ُ وبٔٛا ٔبظش٠ٓ ئٌٝ ِجٟء اٌّخٍّض، ٘ىزا ٔحٓ ٕٔظش ئٌٝ ٘زٖ ا١ٌٌّٛخ اٌخالط١خ اٌزٟ رٕزظشٔب ٚاٌزٟ 

ٓ ٌُ ٠ُىٓ َِ ذٖ. ٌٚٙزا أخز طبحت ا١ٌٌّٛخ ٠جّغ اٌّغبو١ٓ ٚاٌُؼ١ّبْ ٚاٌُؼشط ِٓ اٌطش٠ك ٠ُٚذخً ئٌٝ ٍِىٛرٗ   أَػّذ٘ب ٌٕب ٠غٛع ثزجغُّ

َؼّذا ٌُٙ. ُِ 

ًُ اللزجبي اٌخالص، ٔغزؼفٟ ثغجت أغشاع ٘زا اٌؼبٌُ ٚثغجت حبجبٍد حم١م١خ أٚ  ٚ٘زا رحز٠ش ٌٕب ألٕٔب ٔحٓ، ثؼذ اْ ١٘أَٔب اإلٔج١

ٌٕب ػٓ سؤ٠خ ٠غٛع ٚػٓ االٔؼّبَ ا١ٌٗ فٟ اٌزٛثخ ٚاالِزضبي ٚر١ّٙإ إٌفظ. ٌٚزٌه ٠ُحّزسٔب اٌغ١ذ  ّٛ ِظطٕؼخ. اخزٍمٕب األػزاس اٌزٟ رُح

 مٌٛٗ اْ اٌّذػ٠ٛٓ وض١شْٚ ٚاٌّخزبس٠ٓ ل١ٍٍْٛ، ٚلذ ٔىْٛ ٔحٓ ِٓ اٌز٠ٓ ُٔمَظٝ ػٓ ٚجٙٗ ُٚٔشِٝ فٟ اٌظٍّخ اٌجّشا١ٔخ.ث

ئْ ٔحٓ اٌزفزٕب ا١ٌٗ وّب اٌزفذ ا١ٌٗ  غ١ش أْ ٠غٛع آد ٌٕٕظش ا١ٌٗ ٠ٚىْٛ ٘ٛ ٔؼ١ّٕب ِٚبئذرٕب ١ٌّٚٚزٕب ٚغزاءٔب اٌذائُ. ف١غٛع ٠غز٠ٕب

 ئثشا١ُ٘ ٚاألثشاس اٌز٠ٓ أحذسٚا ِٓ ئثشا١ُ٘ ٚوبٔٛا ال ٠ؼ١شْٛ اال ٌّجٟء اٌّخٍّض.

ٓ ؽّٙش لٍجٗ ١ٌظ١ش ِزًٚدا ٌٍشة ٠شّحت ثٕؼّزٗ؟ َِ ٓ ِّٕب ٠ح١ب ٌّجٟء اٌّخٍّض ئٌٝ لٍجٗ ثؼذ أْ جبء ئٌٝ اٌؼبٌُ؟  َِ 

جزَؼذ٠ٓ  ُِ ػٕٗ ثؼبداد ع١ئخ ُٔىشس٘ب ٚثخطب٠ب ٔغزط١جٙب، ئْ وّٕب ٔبفش٠ٓ ِٓ اٌّغ١ح، أٚ وبْ ٔبفًشا ِّٕب ئْ وّٕب ِشرّذ٠ٓ ػٓ اٌّغ١ح 

ًّ ِّٕب ٠غزط١غ  ٗ. و ِّ ثغجت خطب٠بٔب، فٙٛرا ا١ٌَٛ ٠َٛ ِمجٛي، أٗ ٠َٛ خالص ٔز١ٙأ ف١ٗ ٌىٟ ٠ٕجضك ِّٕب اٌّغ١ح وّب أجضك ثبٌجغذ ِٓ أُ

د اٌّغ١ح ف ّّ  ٟ ث١زٗ، ث١ٓ أطذلبئٗ، فٟ لش٠زٗ، فٟ اٌؼبٌُ.أْ ٠ىْٛ ِش٠ُ اٌؼزساء، أٞ أْ ٠ُجّظ

ذٔب ١ٌٚظ  ّّ ٓ ٠ُٕمزٖ ِٓ ٠ٚالرٗ، ِٓ عمٛؽٗ، ِٓ ا٘زشائٗ. اٌؼبٌُ ٠زّّخغ. ِزٝ ٠أرٟ إٌٛس؟ إٌٛس ٘ٛ ٔحٓ اٌز٠ٓ ُػ َِ اٌؼبٌُ ٠شزبق اٌٝ 

الصِٗ فٟ فمشٖ ٚفٟ رؼجٗ ٚفٟ آالِٗ، ٌٕب اال أْ ُٔشّغ ارا اعزطؼٕب أْ ٔؼٛد اٌٝ اٌغ١ّذ. عٛف ٠أر١ٕب ؽفال ٌىٟ ٔؼٛد، ٌىٟ ٔجمٝ، ٌىٟ ٔ

 ٌىٟ ٔالصِٗ ثبٌحت اٌزٞ أػطبٔب. ٚ٘ىزا ئرا راق إٌبط اٌّحجّخ اٌزٟ ٔؼط١ٙب ٔحٓ، ٠غزط١ؼْٛ أْ ٠ؼٛدٚا ٚأْ ٠ىْٛ ُػّشُ٘ وٍّٗ ػ١ًذا.

 جبٚسج١ٛط اٌّطشاْ

CHRISTMAS SEASON: As we gather with our families this Advent Season to thank God for the 

many blessings He has bestowed on us, we also need to be mindful of the needs of others.  We 

would like to inform you that this Christmas Season, we distributed over $5,000 to people in need 

as well as scholarships to upcoming college students. If you would like to make a donation to this 

noble cause, please make checks payable to “St. Nicholas Church” and write “Charity” in the 

memo. God bless! 

 



 
 

 



 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
BANQUET HALL 

 
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception, 

baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services 

for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases 

a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will 

work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you. 

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com 

 

 
 

 

Banquet Hall Amenities 
 

Over 6000 square feet 

Seating for up to 350 guests 

200 square foot elevated stage 

25ft x 25ft dance floor 

Lighting & Sound 

Bar available 

Fully equipped industrial kitchen 

On-site catering available with staff 

External caterers are welcome 

Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available 

Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available 

Complimentary parking lot 

Wheelchair accessible 
  

mailto:info@stnicholas-sf.com


 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 


