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THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Ephesians. (4:7-13) 
Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  Therefore, 

it is said, ―When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.‖  (In 

saying, ―He ascended,‖ what does it mean but that He had also descended into the lower parts of 

the earth?  He who descended is He who also ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill 

all things.)  And His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 

some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 

mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

 ١٣-٧: ٤الرسالة: أفسس 
ًّ ٚادذ ِّٕب أُػطٍذ إٌؼّخ ػٍى ِمذاس ِٛ٘جخ اٌّغٍخ. ب صؼذ إٌى اٌؼٍى عجى عجًٍب ٚأػطى إٌبط ػطبٌب.  ٌب إخٛح ٌى ّّ فٍزٌه ٌمٛي: ٌ

ًّ شًء،  الً إٌى أعبفً األسض؟ فزان اٌزي ٔضي ٘ٛ اٌزي صؼذ أًٌعب فٛق اٌغّبٚاد وٍٙب ٌٍّأل و ّٚ فىٛٔٗ صؼذ، ً٘ ٘ٛ إالّ أّٔٗ ٔضي أ

ِٚؼٍٍّّٓ، ألجً رىًٍّ اٌمّذٌغٍٓ ٌٚؼًّ ٚ٘ٛ لذ أَػطى أْ ٌىْٛ اٌجؼُط سعالً ٚاٌجؼط أٔجٍبء ٚاٌجؼط ِجّششٌٓ ٚاٌجؼط سػبح 

 اٌخذِخ ٚثٍٕبْ جغذ اٌّغٍخ إٌى أْ ٕٔزًٙ جٍّؼٕب إٌى ٚدذح اإلٌّبْ ِٚؼشفخ اثٓ هللا، إٌى إٔغبْ وبًِ، إٌى ِمذاس لبِخ ًِء اٌّغٍخ.

House Blessings are underway: 

If you have not received a phone call from the church office yet, please reach out and 

contact us to set up a time for a home blessing from Father George. You can also reach 

him at 586 214 4428 
 

THE GOSPEL: St. Matthew. (4:12-17) 
At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving 

Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and Naphtali, so 

that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: ―The land of Zebulon and the land 

of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in 

darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has 

dawned.‖ From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ―Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at 

hand.‖ 

 ١٧-١٢: ٤اإلنجيل: متّى 

ّْ ٌٛدّٕب لذ أُعٍُ، أصشف إٌى اٌجًٍٍ ٚرشن إٌبصشح ٚجبء فغىٓ فً وفشٔبدَٛ اٌزً ػٍى شبغئ فً رٌه اٌض ب عّغ ٌغٛع أ ّّ ِبْ ٌ

، جًٍٍ  ّْ ًّ اٌمبئً: أسض صثٌْٛٛ ٚأسض ٔفزبٌٍُ، غشٌك اٌجذش، ػجش األسد ُّ ِب لًٍ ثئشؼٍبء إٌج اٌجذش فً رُخَٛ صثٌْٛٛ ٚٔفزبٌٍُ، ٌٍز

ب ٚاٌجبٌغْٛ فً ثمؼخ اٌّٛد ٚظالٌٗ أششق ػٍٍُٙ ٔٛس. ِٕٚزئز اثزذأ ٌغٛع األُِ. اٌشؼت اٌجبٌظ فً اٌظٍّ ًّ خ أثصش ًٔٛسا ػظٍ

 ٌىشص ٌٚمٛي: رٛثٛا فمذ الزشة ٍِىٛد اٌغّبٚاد.

 



 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS: 

 BIG BEAR RETREAT:  January 19
th

 – 21
st
. Registration deadline January 14

th
. From 

$149-249. Meet and hangout with Orthodox Christian Young Adults from all over North 

America in Big Bear Lake, CA at the 2019 Young Adult Winter Retreat – Hosted by the 

Young Adult Ministry within the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West. 

 ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH MEETING: Sunday January 20
th

.The main item on 

the agenda is to discuss and approve a budget for 2019. In order to have the right to vote, 

you have to be spiritually qualified, a member in good standing, and dues for 2018 should be 

paid. 

 ANNUAL VALENTINE PARTY: Saturday February 9th. Donation: $100. Includes: 

Premium Dinner, Open Bar and Mezza. Featuring famous Palestinian singer: Elias Glyanos. 

Doors @ 7:30 PM. Please call to reserve your seats. 

 CAMP THREE HOLY YOUTHS: June 16-21
st
. campthy.com 

Altar Candle Offering:  

 Afaf  Dudum in loving memory of Thomas Dudum on the occasion of his birthday. May his 

memory be eternal!  And for the good health of the Dudum, Imprescias, and Strickland 

families. 

 الظهور اإللهيتأمل في 
فً اٌجذء وبْ سٚح هللا ٌشفشف ػٍى ٚجٗ اٌٍّبٖ، ٚأزظُ اٌشٚح ػٍى اٌٍّبٖ ثىٍّخ هللا ٚوبٔذ اٌخٍٍمخ )رىٌٛٓ اإلصذبح 

األٚي(. وبٔذ ٘زٖ اٌخٍٍمخُ األٌٚى وّب أساد٘ب هللا ػزساء ػفٍفخ ثال ػٍت. ثُ وبْ اٌغمٛغ ٚغُشد االٔغبْ ِٓ اٌجٕخ، ِٚؼٗ 

(. ِٚٓ ثؼذ اٌغمٛغ أصجذذ اٌخٍٍمخ ثذبجخ إٌى رجذٌذ، فجبء اَة ١٨: ٣ب ٚدغىب )رىٌٛٓ أصجذذ األسض رُٕجذ شٛو

 ثبٍٔخ ثىٍّزٗ اٌخاللخ ٌٍمٛي: "٘زا ٘ٛ اثًٕ اٌذجٍت".

(. ٚفً اٌّغٍخ ٌغٛع وٍّخ هللا اٌّزجغذ، وبٔذ اٌذٍبح ِٓ جذٌذ ِغ ٣: ١فً اٌجذء لبي هللا: "ٌٍىٓ ٔٛس فىبْ ٔٛس" )رىٌٛٓ 

ًّ هللا فً فشدٚط ِغ زؼبد. وبْ إٌٛس اٌذمٍمً اٌزي ٌٍٕش وً أغبْ ٚاٌزي ثٗ أُػطً االٔغبْ ثبٍٔخ عٍطبٔب أْ ٌصٍش اثٕب ٌٍؼٍ

 (.١٨-١: ١)ٌٛدٕب 

فً ِؼّٛدٌخ ٌغٛع جبء اٌشٚح اٌمذط ٌشفشف ِٓ جذٌذ ػٍى ٚجٗ ٍِبٖ األسدْ ٌٍصٕغ اٌىْٛ اٌجذٌذ ثبٌّؼّٛدٌخ ٚثبإلٌّبْ 

 زا اٌذجٍت اٌزي رجّغذ.ثبإلٔجًٍ، ٚوبْ ِظٙش هللا اٌذك فً ٘

فً اٌظٙٛس ٌزجٍّى ٌٕب هللا آثب ٚاثٕب ٚسٚدب لذعب ثؼذ أْ ظٙش غفال فً ثٍذ ٌذُ. ٚوّب سرٍٕب فً صالح اٌَغَذش ٌٍؼٍذ: "أٗ ٘ٛ 

اٌزي أفبظٗ هللا ِٓ اٌجطٓ"، أي اْ اٌزي أفبظٗ اَة ِٓ اٌجطٓ اإلًٌٙ األصًٌ ٚأغٍمٗ إٌى أدشبء اٌجزٛي ٚثٙب ظٙش ٌٕب 

 ٙش ٌٕب ِذًٛسا ٌٍىْٛ ثً وبْ اٌىْٛ فٍٗ خٍٍمخ جذٌذح، ِغىٓ هللا ِغ إٌبط.ِخٍصب، ظ

فً اٌظٙٛس اإلًٌٙ ٔذٓ ٔمٛي شٍئًب أعبعًٍب ٚ٘ٛ أْ هللا ظٙش فً اٌجغذ ٚأْ األجغبد اٌزً رمف فً اٌىٍٕغخ ٌزمٍُ اٌمذاط 

ذ ٌٍظ وىً األجغبد ألْ هللا لبئُ ثٗ. اال ّّ ًّ ٚاٍع ثآْ ًِؼب أٔٗ ِٓ رشاة اإلًٌٙ ٌٍغذ وىً األجغبد. اٌجغذ اٌّؼ ٔغبْ اٌّغٍذ

ي اٌى ظٍبء. ٔذٓ ال ٔزغّٕى ثبهلل، ٔذٓ إٌٕٙب لبئُ فٍٕب، فً ػٍٕٛٔب، فً ٌذِٕٛب، فً  ّٛ ٚأٔٗ ِٓ ظٍبء، ٚأْ اٌزشاة فٍٗ ٌزذ

 ػظبِٕب. ٔذٓ ٔؤوً هللا أوال ٚٔششة دِٗ ششثب.

ٚاٌّغٍخ. وً شًء جًٍّ فً ٘زا اٌؼبٌُ، وً شًء غب٘ش اٌّؼّٛدٌخ اٌزً ٌٕب ثبٌشٚح اٌمذط رجؼٍٕب ٔمٍُ جغشا ثٍٓ وً شًء 

ٚجًٍٍ، وً دمٍمخ فً اٌذٍٔب، وً خٍجخ دٍٛح فً لٍٛة إٌبط، وً ِٚعخ فشح فً ػٍُٛٔٙ، وً ٘زا ِصذسٖ اٌّغٍخ ٌغٛع. 

ِٕٗ رزّخز  إْ أدججٕب وً دمٍمخ فً اٌىْٛ ٚوً ثٙبء فٍٗ، فٕذٓ ثزٌه ٔذٍب فً اٌّغٍخ ٌغٛع ألٕٔب ُٔمّش أٔٙب ِٕٗ رجًء، ٚأٔٙب

ِؼٕب٘ب. اٌّغٍذٍْٛ ِّٛدذْٚ ألُٔٙ ٌشثطْٛ وً شًء ثبإلٌٗ اٌٛادذ اٌظب٘ش فً االثٓ. وٍف ٌّىٓ ٘زا؟ ٘زا ِّىٓ ارا ُػذٔب 

ًُ هللا اٌشافُغ خطبٌب اٌؼبٌُ". ٘زا ِب عّؼٕبٖ فً ثذء اٌزالٚح اإلٔجٍٍٍخ ٌٍؼٍذ. َّ ّْ "٘زا ٘ٛ َد  إٌى شٙبدح ٌٛدٕب. شٙبدرٗ وبٔذ أ

اٌىالَ ٌٕب اٌٍَٛ؟ أٗ ٌؼًٕ إٔب ٔؤِٓ أْ هللا ٌٍظ ثزٌه اٌجطبػ اٌّغزؤثش ثبٌغّبء ٚاألسض، ٌٍظ رٌه اٌزي  ِبرا ٌؼًٕ ٘زا

ٌغٛد ٌٍغزؼجذ إٌبط. أٗ رٕبصي دزى إٌبط، دزى اٌّٛد، ِٛد اٌصٍٍت. فً اٌصٍٍت ٚاٌمجش ٚاٌمٍبِخ أغىت سٚح هللا 

ػٕذِب عىٓ هللا فً إٌبط ٚأغىجذ دٍبرٗ ِٓ أجٍُٙ ػٍى اٌصٍٍت، ػٍى اٌخٍٍمخ ِٓ جذٌذ ٌٕجًٛػب ِزذفمب ٌغّش اٌؼبٌُ. أي 

 رذفّك سُٚح هللا ِٓ جذٌذ ػٍى اٌّغىٛٔخ.

 جبٚسجٍٛط اٌّطشاْ

 



 
 

 

See photos from our recent events!:  

80
th

 Anniversary: 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stnicksf/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157084109994994. 

Sunday School Christmas Play + Santa: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/stnicksf/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157119160259994 

Annual Christmas Party: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/stnicksf/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157119138899994 

 
Metropolitan Anthony: AFTER CHRISTMAS 

In imagination we think ourselves 2000 years back. What wonder should fill us: a week, and the 

world has become different. The world that had been for thousands of years like the lost sheep was 

now the sheep found, taken upon His shoulders by the Son of God become the Son of man. The 

unbridgeable gap that sin had created between God and man was now at least incipiently bridged; 

God had entered into history, God Himself had become man. God had taken flesh, and all things 

visible, what we perceive in our blindness as dead, inert matter, could in His body recognise itself 

in glory. Something absolutely new had occurred, the world was no longer the same. 

Moreover, there is another aspect to the Incarnation. God had become man, but God in Christ 

had spoken words of truth that was decisive, that gradually like yeast dropped into dough was to 

change the world. God had revealed to us the greatness of man. Christ becoming man was 

evidence, is and will remain forever evidence that man is so vast, so deep, so mysteriously deep, 

that he can not only contain the divine presence as a temple, but can unite himself with God, 

―become partaker of the divine nature‖, as St. Peter puts it in his Epistle. And again that man is 

great, and that however far we fall away from our vocation, however unworthy we may become of 

it, God will never re-establish with us a relationship which is less than that of His fatherhood and 

our condition of sons and daughters of the Most High. The prodigal son was asking his father to 

receive him as a hireling now that he was unworthy of being called a son; but the father did not 

accept it. When the son made his confession, the father stopped him before he could even 

pronounce those words, because God does not accept our debasement, we are no slaves and no 

hirelings. Has not Christ said to His disciples, "I no longer call you servants, because a servant 

does not know the will of his master, and lo, I have told you everything." 

Again, the proclamation in Christ and by Him is that what matters supremely is every person, 

that He lives and dies for every one of us, that it is not collective units that matter, but each of us. 

Each of us, tells us the Book of Revelation, possesses from God a name, a name which will be 

revealed to us at the end of time, but a name which no one can know but God and he who receives 

it, because this name is our relationship to God, unique, unrepeatable; each of us is unique for 

Him. What a wonder! The ancient world knew of nations and races, it knew of slaves and owners, 

it knew of categories of people, exactly in the same way in which the modern world that is 

gradually becoming not only secular but pagan, distinguishes categories and types and groups. 

God knows only living men and women. 

And then a new justice was introduced, or rather proclaimed by Him, not the distributive and 

retributive justice of the law, another justice. When Christ says to us, "let your justice be beyond 

that of the scribes and pharisees," He speaks of the way in which God treats each of us. He accepts 

each of us as we are. He accepts good and evil, He rejoices in the good, and He dies because of 

and for the sake of what is evil. And that is what God calls us to remember, and how He calls us to 

be and to behave - not only within our Christian circle but in the whole world, to look at every 

person with that kind of justice; not judging and condemning, but seeing in each person the beauty 

which God has impressed upon it and which we call "the image of God in man". Venerate this 



 
 

  

which God has impressed upon it and which we call "the image of God in man". Venerate this 

beauty, work for this beauty to shine in all glory, dispelling what is evil and dark and making it 

possible, by the recognition of beauty in each other, for this beauty to become reality and to 

conquer. 

He has taught us also about a love which the ancient world did not know, and the modern world, 

like the old one, is so afraid of: A love that accepted to be vulnerable, helpless, giving, sacrificial; 

a love that gives without counting, a love that gives not only what it possesses, but itself. That is 

what the Gospel., that is what the Incarnation brought into the world, and this has remained in the 

world. Christ said that "the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot comprehend it," 

but it cannot put it out either. And this light shines and shall shine, but it will conquer only if we 

undertake to be its heralds and the doers of these commandments of justice and of love, if we 

accept God's vision of the world and bring to it our faith, that is, our certainty and our hope, which 

is the only power that can help others to start anew; but to start anew they must see newness in us. 

The world has become incipiently new by the union of God with man, when the Word became 

flesh; it is for us to be a revelation of this newness, the resplendence and shining of God in the 

darkness or the dusk of this world. 

May God grant us courage and love and greatness of heart to be His messengers and His 

witnesses, and may the blessing of the Lord be upon you by His grace and love towards mankind 

always, now and forever and world without end. 

 



 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
BANQUET HALL 

 
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception, 

baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services 

for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases 

a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will 

work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you. 

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com 

 

 
 

 

Banquet Hall Amenities 
 

Over 6000 square feet 

Seating for up to 350 guests 

200 square foot elevated stage 

25ft x 25ft dance floor 

Lighting & Sound 

Bar available 

Fully equipped industrial kitchen 

On-site catering available with staff 

External caterers are welcome 

Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available 

Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available 

Complimentary parking lot 

Wheelchair accessible 
  

mailto:info@stnicholas-sf.com


 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 


