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House Blessings are underway: 

If you have not received a phone call from the church office yet, please reach out and 

contact us to set up a time for a home blessing from Father George. You can also reach 

him at 586 214 4428 
 THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:6-15) 

Brethren, it is the God Who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” Who has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in 

earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in 

every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 

down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 

also be manifested in our bodies. While we live we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, 

so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in 

you. Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we too 

believe, and so we speak, knowing that He Who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and 

bring us with you into His presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and 

more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 

ّْ هللا حٌزٞ أِش رؤْ ٠ُؾشق ِٓ ظٍّش ٔٛس ٘ٛ حٌزٞ أؽشق فٟ لٍٛرٕخ إلٔخسس ِؼشفش ِدذ  ١٥-٦: ٤كورنثوس ٢الرسالة:  ٠خ اخٛس، ا

س هلل ّٛ ًّ ؽٟء ٌىٓ غ١ش ِٕسقش٠ٓ،  هللا فٟ ٚخٗ ٠غٛع حٌّغ١ر. ٌٕٚخ ٘زح حٌىٕض فٟ آ١ٔش خضف١ّش ١ٌىْٛ فنً حٌم ال ِّٕخ ِظنخ٠م١ٓ فٟ و

ًّ ز١ٓ اِخطش  ُِنطٙذ٠ٓ ٌٚىٓ غ١ش ِخز١ٌٚٓ، ِٚطشٚز١ٓ ٌٚىٓ غ١ش ٘خٌى١ٓ، زخ١ٍِٓ فٟ حٌدغذ و ِٚظس١ّش٠ٓ ٌٚىٓ غ١ش ٠خثغ١ٓ، ٚ

خ اٌٝ حٌّٛص ِٓ أخً ٠غٛع ٌ ًّ ظظٙش ز١خس حٌّغ١ر أ٠ًنخ حٌشّد ٠غٛع ٌظظٙش ز١خس ٠غٛع أ٠ًنخ فٟ أخغخدٔخ ألّٔخ ٔسٓ حألز١خء ٔغٍَُّ دحث

فٟ أخغخدٔخ حٌّخثظش فخٌّٛص اًرح ٠دشٞ ف١ٕخ ٚحٌس١خس ف١ىُ. فبر ف١ٕخ سٚذ حإل٠ّخْ رؼ١ٕٗ ػٍٝ زغذ ِخ ُوظذ أّٟ إِٓض ٌٚزٌه طىٍّّض، 

ًّ ؽٟء  فٕسٓ أ٠ًنخ ّْ و ّْ حٌزٞ ألخَ حٌشّد ٠غٛع ع١م١ّٕخ ٔسٓ أ٠ًنخ ر١غٛع، فٕٕظقذ ِؼىُ أل ٘ٛ ِٓ  ٔئِٓ ٌٚزٌه ٔظىٍُّ ػخ١ٌّٓ أ

 أخٍىُ ٌىٟ طظىخثش حٌٕؼّش رؾىش حألوثش٠ٓ فظضدحد ٌّدذ هللا.

 

Memorial Service: Sunday January 20th: Six Month Memorial Service for the 

Handmaiden of God Jaleela Salem (Qarfout) Dabit offered by her family.   

Sunday January 27th:  
 Three Seven and Nine Day Memorial Service for the Servant of God 

Abdallah Hanna Shami offered by his family. 

 One Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God John Salih offered by his 

wife Beatrix, and children George, Gregory, and Atina, and their families. 

May their memory be eternal! 

 



 
 

 

THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (17:12-19) 

At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 

and lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  When He saw them He said 

to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  And as they went they were cleansed.  Then one 

of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell 

on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks.  Now he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus said, “Were 

not ten cleansed?  Where are the nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God except 

this foreigner?”  And He said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 

 ١٩-١٢: ١٧اإلنجيل: لوقا 

ًٌ اٌٝ لش٠ش حعظمزٍٗ ػؾشس سخخي رُشؿ ٚٚلفٛح ِٓ رؼ١ذ ٚسفؼٛح أفٛحطُٙ لخث١ٍٓ: ٠خ ٠غٛع حٌّؼٍُّ  فٟ رٌه حٌضِخْ ف١ّخ ٠غٛع دحخ

خ سآُ٘ لخي ٌُٙ: حِنٛح  ّّ خ سأٜ أّٔٗ لذ رشة، سخغ حسزّٕخ. فٍ ّّ ّْ ٚحزًذح ُِٕٙ ٌ ٚأَسٚح حٌىٕٙش أٔفغىُ. ٚف١ّخ ُ٘ ِٕطٍمْٛ هَُٙشٚح. ٚا

٠ّّدذ هللا رقٛص ػظ١ُ، ٚخّش ػٍٝ ٚخٙٗ ػٕذ لذ١ِٗ ؽخوًشح ٌٗ، ٚوخْ عخِش٠ًّخ. فؤخخد ٠غٛع ٚلخي: أ١ٌظ حٌؼؾشس لذ هَُٙشٚح فؤ٠ٓ 

ٓ ٠شخغ ١ٌُّّدذ هللا االّ ٘زح  َِ ُْ ٚحِِل، ا٠ّخٔه لذ خٍّقه.حٌظغؼش؟ أٌُ ٠ٛخذ  ؟ ٚلخي ٌٗ: ل ّٟ  حألخٕز

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS: 

 BIG BEAR RETREAT:  January 19
th

 – 21
st
. Registration deadline January 14

th
. Meet and 

hangout with Orthodox Christian Young Adults from all over North America in Big Bear Lake, 

CA at the 2019 Young Adult Winter Retreat – Hosted by the Young Adult Ministry within the 

Diocese of Los Angeles and the West. 

 ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH MEETING: Sunday January 20
th

.The main item on 

the agenda is to discuss and approve a budget for 2019. In order to have the right to vote, you 

have to be spiritually qualified, a member in good standing, and dues for 2018 should be paid. 

 LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING: Wednesday January 23
rd

 at 6:30 PM at St. Nicholas 

Church. It will be a small potluck dinner so please bring a dish with you if you can. See you 

there! 

 ANNUAL VALENTINE PARTY: Saturday February 9th. Donation: $100. Includes: 

Premium Dinner, Open Bar and Mezza. Featuring famous Palestinian singer: Elias Glyanos. 

Doors @ 7:30 PM. Please call to reserve your seats. 

 CAMP THREE HOLY YOUTHS: June 16-21
st
. campthy.com 

Altar Candle Offering:  

 Offered by Nadim, Janan, Jim, Ivette, Jennifer, Brandon and Matthew Howell, Jane and 

Oscar Moran for the good health of Basma Howell on the occasion of her birthday January 

18
th
. God bless and many years! 

 Offered by Hayat Shuhaiber for the good health and speedy recovery of Fayeq Mechail 

Khouri. God bless and many years! 

Congratulations:  

 And best wishes to Hanna and Claudia Azar, the Rantisi and Azar families for baby boy 

and bundle of joy George Azar. God bless and many years! 

Coffee Hour:  

  Offered by Salameh, Nina and Mitri Azar and family for their good health and in loving 

memory of mom Olga and brother Salim. God bless and may their memory be eternal! 



 
 

 

 نعمةُ األلم
خذٔخ فٟ ح٢الَ. حٌٛزٟ حإلٌٟٙ  ُٚ زخٌظٕخ ِغ حٌشد إٔٔخ ِؼّزرْٛ ٚحْ حٌشد دحثّخ ٠ؾفٟ. ١ٌظ ٌٕخ أْ ٔظغخءي ٌّخرح ٔسٓ فٟ ح٢الَ، ٌّخرح 

خخع حٌدغذ، فٟ أٚخخع حٌشٚذ، فٟ أٚخخع ال ٠د١ذ ػٓ ٘زح حٌغئحي، ال ٠مٛي ألٞ عزذ ٔسٓ ِطشٚزْٛ فٟ حألٚخخع، فٟ أٚ

حٌن١ّش. ٠ىظفٟ حٌىظخد حإلٌٟٙ فٟ أْ ٠الزع رٌه، ٠ٕٚطٍك ِٕٗ ١ٌىؾف ٌٕخ و١ف ٔغظط١غ أْ ٔخشج ِٓ ٘زٖ ح٢الَ أٚ و١ف ٔمذس أْ 

ٌٙخ اٌٝ هخلش ارذحع ٚطمّشد ِٓ هللا فٕدؼٍٙخ ُعٍّّخ ٔشطمٟ رٙخ اٌٝ حٌغّخء. ّٛ  ٔسظٍّٙخ ٚٔس

ػٕذٔخ فٟ حٌىظخد ٚػٛد رخٌؾفخء ٚرخٌخالؿ ِٓ حٌخط١جش. ٚػٕذٔخ ٚػذ رخٌفشذ ٚوؾف ٌٍس١خس حألرذ٠ش حٌظٟ طؤطٟ ػٕذِخ ٔمظزً عش هللا  

ٚٔط١ؼٗ فٟ وً ِخ ٔزٚلٗ ِٓ ِقخثذ حٌذ١ٔخ، فٟ حٌشٚذ وخْ أَ فٟ حٌدغذ. ػٕذِخ ٔىْٛ فٟ زخي ِٓ ٘زٖ حألزٛحي، فٟ ػزحد وٙزح 

 حٌزشؿ حٌز٠ٓ ٠زُوشُ٘ ٌٕخ أد١ً ح١ٌَٛ، ٌغخْ زخٌٕخ ِغ حٌغ١ذ حْ ٔمٛي: "٠خ سد حسزّٕٟ". حٌزٞ ٚلغ ف١ٗ حٌشخخي حٌؼؾشس

ٔالزع ٕ٘خ حْ حٌشخخي حعظشزّٛح ٠غٛع، ٚ٘زح أؽًّ ِٓ لن١ش حٌؾفخء. ػٕذِخ ٔطٍذ حٌؾفخء، أوثشٔخ ٠طٍذ ؽفخء حٌدغذ، ٚ٘زح فخٌر. 

ّٞ ٠ٍُم١ٕخ فٟ ِخ ٘ٛ ِزُٙ، ٚوؤٕٔخ طدخ٘ٗ فٟ خٍٛسِ  ش ػخ١ٌش ز١ث ففخء حٌٙٛحء ٠دؼً حٌظٕفظ فؼزخ ِٚن١ٕخ. فٟ حٌنؼف  حألٌُ حٌدغذ ّّ ل

ّٟ طغمو وً طغخإالطٕخ. وً ِخ حّدخشٔخٖ ِٓ ِؼشفش ٚفُٙ ٠ضٚي ٠ٚفٕٝ، ٠قزر ال ؽٟء. ٔؼٍك ٘ىزح فٟ فشحؽ ٚػدض  حٌدغذٞ حٌؼَنٍ

ذ ٚفمش. ٔذحَُ٘ فدؤس رظفخ٘ش وً ِخ ٔظؼشلً رٗ ِٓ عؼٟ ِٚآسد. حٌغمُ ٚحٌّشك ٠ّسٛحْ وً ِخ ٘ ّّ ّٟ ف١ٕخ. َُٕٔمّٝ دحخ١ٍخ حر ُٔؼ ٛ عطس

ّٟ ٍٚٔظّغٗ فٟ ِخ ٔؼشف ِٓ ػّك  رذِٛع حألٌُ. ٚحٌغ١ذ دحثّخ ٠فظمذٔخ ٕ٘خن ف١ّخ طدّف أزؾخإٔخ فٟ دحخٍٕخ فٕؼطؼ زمخ اٌٝ ِخء ز

. ال ٠فشك ٔف ٚخّذ٠ّش. ّٟ غٗ رً ٠ٕظظشٔخ. ٠خخهزٕخ ٠ؤطٟ حٌغ١ذ ٠ٚاُلصِٕخ فٟ ٚزذطٕخ. ٠مف ِٓ رؼ١ذ. ٠ّّش رٕخ وّخ ٠زوش ٌٕخ حٌٕـ حإلٔد١ٍ

رٍغظٕخ ٔسٓ. فبْ لزٍٕخ حٌسٛحس، اْ طؼٍّّٕخ و١ف ٕٔظفل ٚٔمٛي: "حسزّٕٟ"، زظٝ ٌٚٛ رذح ٌٕخ غش٠زخ، زظٝ اْ ٌُ ٔىٓ ٔؼشف حعّٗ، 

ي مد١ح أفىخسٔخ اٌٝ ٠ٕزٛع ٠ف١ل ف١ٕخ  ّٛ ٠ذخً ٘ٛ فٟ زٛحس ِؼٕخ ٠ٚض٠ً رسنشطٗ زؾشخش أ٘ٛحثٕخ، ٠طفت ١ٌٙذ عٙخِٙخ ٠ٚس

 غ ػٕخ وً م١ك ٚٔزمٝ ٌٍّغ١ر.فٕٕظؼؼ، ٠شف

ِخ ٘ٛ ِٛلفٕخ فٟ حٌّقخد رؼذ أْ ٔمغ فٟ حٌؾش، رؼذ أْ طدظخذ حٌظٍّخص ٔفٛعٕخ؟ أ٠ش فالس ٔقٍّٟ؟ ً٘ ٔسٓ ٚحثمْٛ رؤْ هللا ٔفغٗ 

 ٠ٕسذس ا١ٌٕخ حرح ف١ٍٕخ؟ ً٘ ٔؼشف أْ هللا ٠ش٠ذ أْ ٔخذِٗ، حْ ٔذخً ِؼٗ فٟ زٛحس؟

ُِغظد١ذ رخٌفؼً حرح عؤٌٕخ ٚحرح ٌُ ٔغؤي ألٔٗ ٠ؼٍُ زخخظٕخ. ِٚغ رٌه فخٌشد ٠فّنً حْ هللا لخدس رخٌطزغ أْ ٠غظد١ذ فٟ وً ز١ٓ،   ٛ٘ٚ

ُٔىٍّّٗ ٌىٟ ٔظذّسد ػٍٝ فذحلظٗ. حٔٗ ٠طٍذ ِٕخ ٘زٖ حٌذحٌّش، دحٌّش حٌز١ٕٓ ػٍٝ أر١ُٙ. ٚ٘زح ِخ ٔطٍزٗ فٟ حٌمذحط حإلٌٟٙ لزً أْ ٔظٍٛ 

 دغش رذحٌّش ٌٕذػٛن أرخ".حٌقالس حٌشر١ّّش حر ٔمٛي: "ٚإٍّٔ٘خ ح٠ٙخ حٌغ١ذ أْ ٔ

هللا ٠ش٠ذ حْ ٠خظٍو رٕخ، حْ ٠ؼخؽشٔخ ٌىٟ ٔؼشف إٔٔخ حسطفؼٕخ اٌٝ ِقف حألٌٛ٘ش ٌٚىٟ ٔذسن أْ هللا طٕخصي اٌٝ ِقخف حٌزؾش. ٚحرح 

 خخء هللا اٌٝ ٔفٛعٕخ وّخ ٟ٘، وّخ ٔؼُٙذ٘خ، فٟ مؼفٙخ، فٟ ٘ٛحٔٙخ، فٟ لزحسطٙخ، حرح خخء هللا اٌٝ ٘زٖ حٌٕفٛط فٙٛ ؽخف١ٙخ.

 طدشرش حألٌُ حٌمقٜٛ ٟ٘ أْ ٔظؼٍّك رؤٌّٕخ، حْ ُٔغٍك حٌٕٛحفز رخٌى١ٍّش ػٍٝ أٔفغٕخ فٕخظٕك دحخ١ٍخ. لٍٛرٕخ طزرً، ػمٌٕٛخ طغىض، مّخثشٔخ

طظغّىغ فّٕٛص سٚز١خ. حالٔغخْ ال ٠خظٕك فمو ِٓ سثظ١ٗ، ٠خظٕك اْ سفل حْ ٠فظر حٌٕٛحفز ِظٝ أَزّظ رخالخظٕخق، ألٔٗ اْ فظر ٔٛحفز 

 ٌغّخء فخٌشد ٠ؤطٟ ح١ٌٗ ٠ٚسخٚسٖ ٚحٌسٛحس طٕفّظ ٚحٔظؼخػ.حٌمٍذ اٌٝ ح

 حٌقالس طٕفّظ. حرح ِخ وٕخ ِظؤوذ٠ٓ ِٓ ٘زح حألِش، ٔغظط١غ حْ ٔظغٍذ ػٍٝ خ١ّغ طدخسد حٌذ١ٔخ ألْ أسٚحزٕخ طىْٛ ١ٍِجش ِٓ حٌٕؼّش.

 خخٚسخ١ٛط حٌّطشحْ

 
Metropolitan Anthony: On Miracles 

 

Time and again we read of miracles in the Gospel and in the Old Testament and indeed, we 

observe them in the life of the Church through the centuries; miracles of healing, miracles of the 

renewal of a human life by the power of God. And at times people - we all - ask ourselves, What is 

a miracle? Is it a moment when God overpowers His own creation, breaks its own laws, destroys 

something which He has willed Himself? That would be an act of magic, an act of overpowering 

whatever is unwilling to obey, of overpowering what is weak in comparison to Him Who is strong. 

A miracle is something completely different, a miracle is a moment when harmony destroyed by 

human sin is restored. It may be a moment, it may be the beginning of a whole life: a harmony 

between God and man, a harmony between the created world and its Creator. It is a restoration of 

what should always be; not a miracle in the sense of something unheard of, unnatural, perhaps 

contrary to the nature of things, but rather a moment when God enters into His creation and is 

received. And because He is received, He can act freely. 

We have an example of such a miracle in the story of the marriage at Cana of Galilee, when the 

Mother of God turned to Christ and said to Him at this poor, peasant feast, "They have no wine". 

Their hearts were still hungry for human happiness, for human joy; and yet, the material support of 

such joy had gone. And Christ says to Her, "What have I to do with Thee, why are you asking Me 



 
 

  

such joy had gone. And Christ says to Her, "What have I to do with Thee, why are you asking Me 

this question?" And She does not answer Him directly; She turns to the servants and says, 

"Whatever He may say to you - do it". She offers Him a perfect act of faith; unreservedly She 

trusts His wisdom, His love and His Divinity. And at that moment, because a door has been 

opened by the faith of one person who has drawn into this faith all those who will do what they are 

told, the Kingdom of God is established, a new dimension of eternity, of infinite depth enters into 

the world and what is otherwise impossible becomes reality. 

And here we are confronted with several things which are necessary for this harmony to be re-

established. On the one hand, - a need; a need which is real; it may not be great, but it must be true; 

and joy and sorrow, illness and un-happiness are equally in need of being absorbed into something 

greater than the earth, something as vast and deep as the Divine Love and the Divine Harmony. 

And then there is the Divine compassion that we have heard of so many times, and the word is 

repeated here again in today's Gospel - the feeding of the five thousand: Christ had compassion, 

compassion which means that He looked at these people who were in need, who could do nothing 

to alleviate it, and He felt a pain in His Divine Heart, that these people, whose life should be 

fulfilment, abundance, a glorious joy - that these people should be in obvious need. This time it 

was hunger, another time it is illness, another time it is sin, another time it is death - it may be 

anything. But God's love may be either joy, exulting, glorious joy or crucified, sacrificial pain. 

And when all this meets then a mysterious harmony is established between the Divine sorrow and 

the human need, between human helplessness and the power of God, the love of God that 

expresses itself in all ways, great and small. 

Let us therefore learn to be pure enough in heart, pure enough in mind to be able to turn to God 

with our need without hiding our face; or if we feel unworthy of coming up to Him, let us kneel at 

His feet and say, Lord - I am unworthy! Unworthy to be in Thy presence, unworthy of being loved, 

unworthy of Thy compassion, and yet I believe in Thy love more than I am sure of my 

unworthiness, and I come, because Thou art love and victory; because I have evidence in the life 

and in the death of Thine Only Begotten Son of what I mean to Thee: the life, the passion, the 

death, the descent into hell, the horror of it, to save me. 

Let us learn this creative helplessness that consists in surrendering all hope of human victory for 

the sake of the certainty that God can do what we cannot. Let us be helpless in the sense of being 

transparent, and supple, and listening with all our being, and presenting our need to God - our need 

of eternal life, but also our needs that are human and frail: the need of support, the need of 

consolation, the need for mercy. And the response of God will always be the same: If you can 

believe, however little - everything is possible. 

 



 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
BANQUET HALL 

 
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception, 

baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services 

for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases 

a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will 

work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you. 

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com 

 

 
 

 

Banquet Hall Amenities 
 

Over 6000 square feet 

Seating for up to 350 guests 

200 square foot elevated stage 

25ft x 25ft dance floor 

Lighting & Sound 

Bar available 

Fully equipped industrial kitchen 

On-site catering available with staff 

External caterers are welcome 

Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available 

Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available 

Complimentary parking lot 

Wheelchair accessible 
  

mailto:info@stnicholas-sf.com


 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 


