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Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
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5200 Diamond Hts. Boulevard, San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki

(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. Michel Khoury
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Parish Council Chairman: Maher Munib Zabaneh (650) 219-3779

Parish Council Vice Chairman: Ramzi Srouji

Sunday, January 05, 2020
Paramon (Eve) of & Sunday before Theophany of Christ
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Blessing of Water skl (usads Loas
January 6™ celebration of the great Feast of Epiphany (csUsidl) 401 s¢dall 1o
Service of Water Blessing will take place on Sunday January 5"
House Blessing Starts on Monday, January 6%

As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki will start his
visitation for house blessings on Monday, January 6. You will receive a phone call
from the Church Office for scheduling. If you would like to reschedule to another
date, please call the church office or Fr. George’s cellphone: 586 214-4428
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Memorial Service:

We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to Ghada & Jubrael
Rantisi and the Dabit family for the passing of Ghada’s sister Suzan Dabit in the old
country.

Three, Nine, & Forty-Day Memorial Service will take place this Sunday January 5%, 2020.

May her memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:5-8)

My child Timothy, be watchful in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill
your ministry. For, | am already being poured out as a libation, and the season of my departure is
at hand. | have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, and | have guarded the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,

will reward me at that day, and not to me only, but also to all those who have loved His appearing
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THE GOSPEL : St. Mark. (1:1-8)

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice of one crying
in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” John the Baptizer
appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying,
“After me comes He Who is mightier than I, the strap of Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop

down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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ONLINE GIVING:
We are pleased to tell you that you can now pay your pledge online! Go to our website
https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our bills
online, so now you can pay your church pledge as well. Thank you for your support.

SAVE THE DATE:

<+ AWAMAT: Sunday January 5. We will have Awamat (Zalabieh 4.V 3) offered by Radi and
Janet Bagleh. God bless you and your family. s aiil s ole J<

+ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH MEETING: Sunday January 19, 2020 The main item on
the agenda is to discuss and approve a budget for 2020. In order to have the right to vote, you
have to be spiritually qualified, a member in good standing, and dues for 2019 should be paid.
Thank you.

+PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 2020: We are pleased to announce that we will be hosting
the PLC this year. July 1-5%" at Hyatt Burlingame. More info at: www.laplc.org
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Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: BAPTISM OF CHRIST
The day of the Epiphany is the day when the whole world is being renewed and becomes a
partaker of the saintliness of God. But at the same time, it is the day when Christ enters on the way
to Calvary. He came to John the Baptist on Jordan, not in order to be cleansed, because he was
pure of sin, both as God and in the humanity made pure throughout the history of Israel by those
ancestors who had given their lives to God and whose saintliness culminated in the all-purity of the
Mother of God, so pure, so stainless that She could be brought into the Holy of Holies, into which
even the High Priest dared not come except once a year, and only after a special sanctification.
Christ did not need cleansing. But these waters, into which all the sinners who had come to John
the Baptist confessing the evil of their lives had washed themselves, were as it were heavy with the
sinfulness and therefore the mortality of mankind. They had become waters of death, and it is in
these waters that the Lord Jesus Christ merges Himself on that day, taking upon Himself the
mortality resulting from the sin of man.
He comes, immortal in His humanity and His divinity, and at the same time He vests Himself with
the mortality of the sinful world. This is the beginning of the way to Calvary. This is a day when
we marvel at the infinite love of God. But as on every other occasion, man had to participate
completely in the ways of salvation which God had provided. And this is why Christ comes and
becomes partaker of our mortality, to save us. The culminating point will come on Calvary when
He will say, 'My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?' It will be a moment when God as He
was in His humanity will have lost communion with the Father by partaking of the destiny of
mankind. This is the ultimate act of divine love.
Let us therefore today wonder and marvel, and worship this love of God, and learn from Him;
because He said in the Gospel, 'l have given you an example. Follow it." We are called, within the
limits of our sinfulness and humanity, to carry one another's burdens, unto life and unto death. Let
us learn from this. We find it so difficult to carry the burdens even of those whom we love; and
practically impossible to shoulder the burdens of those whom we do not love with a natural, direct
tenderness. Let us learn, because otherwise we will not have learned the first lesson which Christ
gives us when He enters upon His ministry.




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services
for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases
a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

(415) 447-2833

issa@michaellawsf.com

1648 Union St., Suite 201 . -

San Francisco, CA 94123 Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

Auto Accidents
Pedestrians
Bicycles
Motorcycles
Taxi
Buses
Trucking

Airplane & Train Crashes
Construction Site Accidents
Explosions, Fires & Burns

Product Defects

Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
Medical Malpractice

Elderly Abuse

Falls (Slip & Trip)

Dog Attacks

Assault/Battery & Homicides

Millions of dollars recovered for clients.
No fees unless recovery.
San Francisco Bay Area, the State & Across the Nation

Members of the State Bar of California, Consumer Attorneys of
California, & San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & \ &
ZEALOUS ADVOCACY THE
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




