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Sunday, February 23, 2020
Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meat Fare)
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House Blessings are underway:
If you have not received a phone call from the church office yet, please reach out and
contact us to set up a time for a home blessing from Father George. You can also reach
him at 586 214 4428
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THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Corinthians. (8:8-9:2)

Brethren, food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no
better off if we do. Only take care, lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. For if any one sees you—a man of knowledge—at table in an idol’s temple, might he not
be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? And so by your knowledge
this weak man is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your brethren
and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a
cause of my brother’s falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause my brother to fall. Am I not free?
Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the Lord? If
to others | am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the
Lord.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Matthew. (25:31-46)
The Lord said, “When the Son of man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He
will sit on His glorious throne. Before Him will be gathered all the nations, and He will separate
them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and He will place the
sheep at His right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the King will say to those at His right hand,
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‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for | was hungry and you gave Me food, | was thirsty and you gave Me drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed Me, | was naked and you clothed Me, | was sick and you visited Me, |
was in prison and you came to Me.” Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see
Thee hungry and feed Thee, or thirsty and give Thee drink? And when did we see Thee a stranger
and welcome Thee, or naked and clothe Thee? And when did we see Thee sick or in prison and
visit Thee?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these My brethren, you did it to Me.” Then He will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from Me,
you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for | was hungry and you
gave Me no food, | was thirsty and you gave Me no drink, | was a stranger and you did not
welcome Me, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.” Then
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see Thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick
or in prison, and did not minister to Thee?” Then He will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you
did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to Me.” And they will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
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Saturday of the Dead: February 22 is Saturday of the Dead. On Sunday February 23, a General
memorial Service “For All Those Who Have Fallen Asleep Since The Ages” will take place. We
will remember in particular all our departed ones who have fallen asleep recently.

Slo Ll 5 Ll e aall dia (il ) aead lale 1S lal 23 2V a5 asiias ; Lol 22 ) a5y o8 &l g G
A 5 agJlin (B o) aaan A0 sl U s cdl) Uelaal Gl IS0 5S35, 201 sl 5 Al ela

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
« Offered by Nadia Wehab and family in loving memory of Bishara Wehab, Dawud Wehab,
Milad Wehab, Khalil & Malakeh Habash, and David Habash.
May their memory be eternal!
s Offered by Sergio & Hilda Herrera for the good health of the Herrera & Dudum families.
God bless and many years!

MARCH IS LADIES’ MONTH

In keeping with the tradition in our Archdiocese, ladies will show their involvement in the life of
the church in the most visible way during the month of March.
They will usher, collect trays, read the Epistle and deliver sermonette...
Our Ladies Auxiliary usually prepares a Lenten Luncheon on Sundays. This year they are asking
for your help by donating or preparing food.




2020 BIBLE BOWL.: The upcoming 68th Parish Life Conference will take place on 1st - 5th July
2020 hosted by our Parish. We are seeking members to join the Bible Bowl Team Divisions;
Juniors (ages: 13-15), Seniors (ages:16-19) and Adults (20 and older). For those who would like to
participate in the upcoming Bible Bowl and be part of the St. Nicholas Bible Bowl teams, please
see Father George or Tarig Rantisi. 2020 Bible Bowl Topic: The Gospel of St. John. For more
information please visit, 68TH ANNUAL PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE,

WEBSITE https://antiochianevents.com/la

SAVE THE DATE:

<MEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Tuesday February 25", Special Guest Speaker: Lawyer
Issa Michael. He will cover insurance: managing risk and exposure for personal and business
coverage. Dinner: Ribeye steak, baked potato, salad and spirits. Doors: 7pm, Dinner 7:30pm and
the speaker after with a Q&A period. All men of the church are welcome to join the meeting!
Call Jeries Azar if you’re interested in attending: 415 710 0456.

< TEEN SOYO CAR WASH: Saturday February 29'". Come support our Teen Soyo. We will
be handwashing cars!

“TEEN SOYO SANTA CRUZ RETREAT: Saturday March 21%. Teen Soyo Deanery retreat
Ages 13-19 in Santa Cruz.

%ST. NICHOLAS CRAB FEED FAMILY NIGHT: Wednesday March 25" at 7:30 PM. All
you can eat crab! Chicken and pasta for non-crab eaters. Please RSVP by February 25th by
calling the church office at (415) 648-5200. Donation: Adults : $50 Children (under 12 years
old): $25

+PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 2020: We are pleased to announce that we will be hosting
the PLC this year. July 1-5"" at Hyatt Burlingame. We need your help with many different

things. More info at: www.laplc.org

Meat Fare Sunday Luncheon

Join us this Sunday. Meat Fare Luncheon offered by:
Janet Bagleh, Sue Rantisi, and Basma Tannous. Thank you for all the hard work!

SUNDAY SCHOOL.: Welcome to the new 2020 Sunday School Year! We are excited to welcome
everyone back and have new students join! In addition we have developed an online registration
form for parents to sign up their children. It is extremely necessary that each individual student has
a form submitted. If you have any questions feel free to contact the director at

estherbatarse@gmail.com
Thank you! Link to registration. https://form.jotform.com/200137043640037

ONLINE GIVING:
We are pleased to tell you that you can now pay your pledge online! Go to our website
https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our
bills online, so now you can pay your church pledge as well. Thank you for your support.
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2020 Great Lent
Lent Period: March 2nd — April 191

Strict Fast: NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish

Day Date Celebration
Sunday February 23 Judgment Sunday (Meatfare Sunday)
Sunday March 1 Forgiveness Sunday (Cheesefare Sunday)
Monday March 2 FIRST DAY OF GREAT LENT
Sunday March 8 Sunday of Orthodoxy
Sunday March 22 Sunday of the Holy Cross
Wednesday | March 25 Annunciation of the Theotokos (Fish Allowed)
Sunday April 12 Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed)
Friday April 17 Great and Holy Friday
Sunday April 19 GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

The Services program during
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Metropolitan Anthony: SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGEMENT
Today, on our preparation journey towards Lent, we have come to an ultimate stage: we are
confronted with judgment. If we pay attention to it, next week our spiritual destiny will be in our
own hands, because next week is the day of Forgiveness.
The link between these two days is too obvious. If we only could become aware that all and each
of us stand before the judgment of God and the judgment of men, if we could remember and
realize with depth, wholeheartedly, in earnest that we are, all of us, indebted to each other, all
responsible to each other for some of the pain and the heaviness of life, then we would find it easy,
when we are asked to forgive, not only to forgive, but, in response to this request, to ask for
forgiveness ourselves.
It is not only by what we do, not only in a way by what we leave undone, it is by this extraordinary
lack of awareness, of our responsibility, of all we could be to others, and to do to others, that we do
not fulfill our human vocation. We could, and we should, on all levels and for all men, and beyond
men for the whole world which is ours, be a blessing and a revelation of things great, of things so
great, so deep that people, we first of all, could realise that we are on the scale of God Himself,
that our vocation is not only to be morally good, but to be as great as God. A mystic of Germany
said in one of his poems 'l am as great as God, God is as small as I
If we only could remember this, and this is why the judgment is not only a moment when we are
confronted with a danger of condemnation; there is in the very notion of judgment something great
and inspiring. We are not going to be judged according to human standards of behavior of
decency. We are going to be judged according to standards which are beyond human ordinary life.
We are going to be judged on the scale of God, and the scale of God is love: not love felt, not an
emotional love, but love lived and accomplished. The fact that we are going to be judged, that
indeed we are being judged all the time, above our means, beyond all our smallness must, should
reveal to us our potential greatness. And the parable which we have read today can be seen in those
very terms: men are judged by Christ, in His parable, on humanity. Have these men been human or
not? Have they known how to love in their hearts first, but also in action, in their very deeds
because, as Saint John puts it, one who says that he loves God and does not love his neighbor
actively, creatively is a liar. There is no love of God if it is not expressed in every detail of our
relationship with men, with people and with each person.
And so, let us this week prepare ourselves for the final stage of our journey by asking ourselves in
the face of this divine judgment, 'Am | human? Am | human within myself, in my behavior - not
my general attitude, but my ways: are they human? Is my life an expression of a fine, a thoughtful,
a perceptive, a creative, and at times a generous and a sacrificial love?' As the object of love is the
test of this love, it must be my neighbor; to love God who asks for nothing is too easy.
And if in the course of this week we find where we belong, we find both our shortcomings and the
greatness of our vocation; if we make our peace with those to whom we are indebted, then, when
the time comes to forgive, when someone else will have made the same discovery, we will be able
with joy to give peace and forgiveness out of a sense of responsibility and of the creative joy of
repentance.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering services
for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu showcases
a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

(415) 447-2833

issa@michaellawsf.com

1648 Union St., Suite 201 . -

San Francisco, CA 94123 Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

Auto Accidents
Pedestrians
Bicycles
Motorcycles
Taxi
Buses
Trucking

Airplane & Train Crashes
Construction Site Accidents
Explosions, Fires & Burns

Product Defects

Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
Medical Malpractice

Elderly Abuse

Falls (Slip & Trip)

Dog Attacks

Assault/Battery & Homicides

Millions of dollars recovered for clients.
No fees unless recovery.
San Francisco Bay Area, the State & Across the Nation

Members of the State Bar of California, Consumer Attorneys of
California, & San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & \ &
ZEALOUS ADVOCACY THE

WWW. M iC h a e lL q WS F. C o m TRIAL LAWYERS | PERSONAL INJURY | WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




