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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. Michel Khoury
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Parish Council Chairman: Ramzi Srouji
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru
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Sunday, March 22, 2020
Third Sunday of Great Lent
Veneration of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. For now, only Friday and Sunday services are open.
All liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers, and chanters. No liturgical service
can total more than ten persons. We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in
these hard times. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (4:14-5:6)

Brethren, since we have a High Priest, Who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but One Who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need. For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on
behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the
ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. Because of this he is bound to
offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not take the honor
upon himself, but he is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt Himself to be
made a high priest, but was appointed by Him Who said to Him, “Thou art My Son, today I have
begotten Thee”; as He says also in another place, “Thou art a priest forever, after the order of
Melchizedek.”

AL IR I I S I AR S| GV DL

e 58 e 35S Lty W G GY el yie YU Sludiild ol g su o) gland) lial 8 ardie 33gS i, W3 5 60 |
(o RS DA i g Rea ) Uil Rasill (20 ) A 13) JaE Aladl) M8 Le Lie o o8 OS b e Ja a5 G
e ot O Al L) e il s i 5l A s e el JaY Al il (g 3350 R3S a5 OS (8 L) f
JaY Ol LS i JaY Wadll e 0 o dule Cang 13gd 5 cchnnally Udtia Wl a4 61 ¢ sl 5 ¢ sleaa

U )y A3gS i) pead 4 23a) ol zesal) Gl (5 58 oo LaS i sled (Al S 4l 32l ol (5 ol
.«édhagﬁ.a:\_ﬁ‘)ojn J.j‘\}[\ ‘_,Jj s U’_\.'ai» J;] &A}q‘;ﬁdﬁ\.& c«fﬂiﬂj ej:d\ UB ‘;'\._1\ U'_x.'ai» 4]



mailto:info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
mailto:revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

THE GOSPEL: St. Mark. (8:34-9:1)

The Lord said, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My sake and
the Gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his
soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when
He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” And Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Kingdom of God
come with power.”
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ONLINE GIVING:
We are pleased to tell you that you can now pay your pledge online! Go to our website
https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our
bills online, so now you can pay your church pledge as well. Thank you for your support.

2020 Great Lent
Lent Period: March 2nd — April 19"
Strict Fast: NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish

Day Date Celebration
Sunday March 22 Sunday of the Holy Cross
Wednesday | March 25 Annunciation of the Theotokos (Fish Allowed)
Sunday April 12 Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed)
Friday April 17 Great and Holy Friday
Sunday April 19 GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
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Good Friday Flowers $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet
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Name: )
Phone Number Ll ad
Donation($): FA
Message:

Good Friday flowers: Dear Parishioners: To avoid misspelling the names, please do not call the church
office. Mail or email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with
your name & write a memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Metropolitan Anthony: SUNDAY OF THE CROSS
As we progress deeper and deeper into the weeks of Lent, we can say with an ever-growing sense of
gratitude and of joy, of a serene and exulting joy the words of a Psalm, ‘My soul shall live, and with
gratitude | will give glory to the Lord'. In the first week of Lent we have seen all the promises of salvation
given in the Old Testament fulfilled: God became man, salvation has come, and all hopes are possible.
And then, in the second week of Lent, we had the glorious proclamation of all the Saints of Christendom
that not only did God come and dwell in our midst, but He has poured out upon us, into the Church, and
into every human soul ready to receive Him the presence, the transforming gift of the Holy Spirit that
makes us gradually commune ever deeper to the Living God until one day we become partakers of the
Divine nature. And today, if we ask ourselves, 'But how that? How can we be forgiven, how can evil be
undone?' - one step brings us deeper into gratitude, deeper into joy, deeper into certainty when we
consider, when we contemplate the Cross. There is a passage of the Gospel in which we are told that when
Christ spoke of salvation and of its conditions, Peter said to Him, "Who then can be saved?' - and Christ
answered, "What is not possible to men is possible for God!’. And He Himself came; the fullness of God
abided in a human person, and He has power to forgive because He is the victim of all the evil, all the
cruelty, all the destructiveness of human history. Because indeed, no one but the victim can forgive those
who have brought evil, suffering, misery, corruption and death into their lives. And Christ does not only
forgive His own murderers, when He says, 'Father, forgive - they don't know what they are doing': He
goes beyond this, because He had said, 'Whatever you have done to one of My smaller brethren and
sisters, you have done it to Me’ - not only in good, but indeed, the worst: because in compassion, in
solidarity He identifies with every sufferer: the death, the pain, the agony of each of those who suffer is
His. And so, when He prays, 'Father, forgive! They do not know what they are doing, what they have been
doing’, He prays for each of us not only in His own name, but in the name of all those upon whom evil has
visited because of human sin. But it is not only Christ who forgives; everyone who has suffered in soul, in
body, in spirit, - everyone is called to grant freedom to those who have made him suffer.
And so, we can see why Christ says, 'Forgive so that you may be forgiven' because both the victim and the
culprit are tied in one knot of solidarity and reciprocal responsibility. Only the victim can say, 'Lord -
forgive him, forgive her’, and only then can the Lord say, ‘I do!’. But do you realize what responsibility it
puts on each of us with regard to all and everyone? But also the depth, the glorious depth of hope which
opens up to us when we look at the Cross and see that in solidarity with all mankind Christ taking upon
Himself all the suffering of the world, accepting to die an impossible death has said in the name of all the
sufferers, 'Yes, - we forgive!” This is one more step towards freedom, this is one more step towards the
moment when we will be faced with Christ's resurrection that engulfs us also because the risen Christ is
risen and is offering all and each of us the fullness of eternal life. And so again, and again we can say that
Lent is a spring of a new life, a new time, a time of renewal, not only in repentance, but in being taken by
Christ Himself as the shepherd took the lost sheep, as the Lord took up His Cross, brought it to the place
of death, and undid death, undid evil by forgiveness and giving His life. Once more we are confronted
with another step of our freedom and of newness. Let us enter ever deeper into this mystery, into this
wonder of salvation, and rejoice in the Lord, and rejoicing, step after step, more and more, let us also
express our gratitude by newness of life.




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

(415) 447-2833

issa@michaellawsf.com

1648 Union St., Suite 201 . -

San Francisco, CA 94123 Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

Auto Accidents
Pedestrians
Bicycles
Motorcycles
Taxi
Buses
Trucking

Airplane & Train Crashes
Construction Site Accidents
Explosions, Fires & Burns

Product Defects

Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
Medical Malpractice

Elderly Abuse

Falls (Slip & Trip)

Dog Attacks

Assault/Battery & Homicides

Millions of dollars recovered for clients.
No fees unless recovery.
San Francisco Bay Area, the State & Across the Nation

Members of the State Bar of California, Consumer Attorneys of
California, & San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & \ &
ZEALOUS ADVOCACY THE
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




