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Sunday, March 29, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Great Lent
Commemoration of John Climacus, Author of “The Ladder”

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. For now, only Friday and Sunday services are open.
All liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers, and chanters. No liturgical service
can total more than ten persons. You can watch the livestream of the service on our social media.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stnicksf/
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vI2-gh23sfl
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (6:13-20)

Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater by whom to swear,
He swore by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham,
having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed swear by one greater than themselves,
and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more
convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of His purpose, He interposed
with an oath. So that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should
prove false, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set
before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner
shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a
high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Mark. (9:17-31)

At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, I brought my
son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and | asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not
able.” And Jesus answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long
am | to bear with you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit
saw Jesus, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming
at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he had this?” And he said, “From
childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if Thou
canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all
things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said
with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you,
come out of him, and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His
Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind
cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and passed
through Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know it; for He was teaching His Disciples,
saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him;
and after He is killed, He will rise on the third day.”
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PLEDGE UPDATE:
As most of you know, we are all going through times of hardship. We have had to close our church
services, cancel many events and gatherings, cancel our PLC, and close our daycare for now. We
humbly ask you to please keep this in mind when making your next donation or pledge payment.
God bless you and your families.

ONLINE GIVING:
We are pleased to tell you that you can now pay your pledge online! Go to our website
https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our
bills online, so now you can pay your church pledge as well. Thank you for your support.
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Good Friday Flowers $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet

Name: a)
Phone Number Ol ad
Donation($): sl
Message:

Good Friday flowers: Dear Parishioners: To avoid misspelling the names, please do not call the church
office. Mail or email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with
your name & write a memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your cooperation.

2020 Great Lent
Lent Period: March 2nd — April 19"
Strict Fast: NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish

Day Date Celebration
Sunday April 12 Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed)
Friday April 17 Great and Holy Friday
Sunday April 19 GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
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SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES:
Deepest sympathy and condolences to Ajia Habash for the passing of her sister Laila Rasheed
Fannous Azar in the old country. Altar Candle will be offered this Sunday for the rest of her soul.
May her memory be eternal!

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
Offered by St. Nicholas Church in loving memory of Bishara Wehab on the occasion of the
Annunciation Feast (March 25™). May his memory be eternal!

Metropolitan Anthony: SAINT JOHN OF THE LADDER
Lent is a time of repentance, a time when our heart of stone must be made by the power of God
into a heart of flesh, from insensitive to become perceptive, from cold and hard to become warm
and open to others, and indeed, to God Himself.
Lent is a time of renewal when like spring, everything become new again; when our life that had
gone into a twilight becomes alive with all the intensity which God can communicate to us,
humans, by making us partakers of His Holy Spirit, by making us partakers, through the Holy
Sacraments and the direct gift of God, of the Divine nature.
It is a time of reconciliation, and reconciliation is a joy: it is God's joy, and it is our joy; it's a new
beginning. Today is the day of Saint John of the Ladder, and | want to read to you a few phrases of
his which are relevant to the particular time of the year in which we live:




“Repentance, that is our return to God is renewal of our baptism; it is our effort to renew our
covenant with God, our promise to change our life. It is a time when we can acquire humility, that
IS peace; peace with God, peace with ourselves, peace with all the created world. Repentance is
born of hope and rejection of despair. And one who repents, is one who deserves condemnation -
and yet, goes away from the tribunal without shame, because repentance is our peace with God.
And this is achieved through a worthy life, alien to the sins we committed in the past. Repentance
is cleansing of our conscience. Repentance implies carrying off all sadness and pain.”

And if we ask ourselves how we can achieve it, how we can come to this, how we can respond to
God Who receives us as the father received the prodigal son, a God Who has waited for us,
longingly, Who, rejected, never turned away from us - how can we respond to Him? Here is a short
word about prayer :

“Don't use in prayer falsely wise words; because it is often the simple and uncomplicated
whispering of children that rejoices our heavenly Father. Don't try to say much when you speak to
God, because otherwise your mind in search of words will be lost in them. One word spoken by
the publican brought Divine mercy upon him; one word filled with faith saved the thief on the
cross. The use of the multiplicity of words when we pray disperses our mind and fill it with
Imaginations. One word spoken to God collects the mind in His presence. And if a word, in thy
prayer, reaches you deeply, if you perceive it profoundly - dwell in it, dwell in it, because at such
moments our Angel guardian prays with us because we are true to ourselves and to God”.

Let us remember what Saint John of the Ladder says, even if you forget the short comments
(which I introduced) to make his text more readily understandable. Let us remember his words
because he was a man who knew what it means to turn to God, to stay with God, to be God’s
joy and to rejoice in Him. He is offered us in this time, when we are ascending towards the days of
the Passion, he is offered us as an example of what grace Divine can do to transform an

ordinary, simple human being into a light to the world.

Let us learn from him, let us follow his example, let us rejoice in what God can do by His power
in a human being, and let us confidently, with faith, with an exulting and yet serene joy follow the
advice, listen to God begging us to find a way of life and telling us that with Him, in Him

we will be alive, because He is the Truth but also the Way and also Life eternal.




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

(415) 447-2833

issa@michaellawsf.com

1648 Union St., Suite 201 . -

San Francisco, CA 94123 Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

Auto Accidents
Pedestrians
Bicycles
Motorcycles
Taxi
Buses
Trucking

Airplane & Train Crashes
Construction Site Accidents
Explosions, Fires & Burns

Product Defects

Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
Medical Malpractice

Elderly Abuse

Falls (Slip & Trip)

Dog Attacks

Assault/Battery & Homicides

Millions of dollars recovered for clients.
No fees unless recovery.
San Francisco Bay Area, the State & Across the Nation

Members of the State Bar of California, Consumer Attorneys of
California, & San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & \ &
ZEALOUS ADVOCACY THE
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




