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Sunday, April 05, 2020
Commemoration of our Righteous Mother Mary of Egypt

Memorial Service: One Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God
Ester Clemence Antone Lama, wife of (Late) Abdallah Hanna Shami.
May her memory be eternal!

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. For now, only Friday and Sunday services are open.
All liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers, and chanters. No liturgical service
can total more than ten persons. You can watch the livestream of the service on our social media.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stnicksf/
You do not need to have Facebook to watch the services; when asked to log in by Facebook
click “not now” and you will be able to watch the live broadcast.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (9:11-14)

Brethren, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), He
entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but His own
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood
of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how
much more shall the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
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THE GOSPEL : St. Mark. (10:32-45)
At that time, Jesus took His twelve Disciples, and began to tell them what was to happen to Him,
saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of man will be delivered to the chief
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles. And
they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit upon Him, and kill Him; and after three days He
will rise.” And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Him, and said to Him,
“Teacher, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire” And Jesus said to
them, “What do you want Me to do for you?”” And they said to Him, “Grant us to sit, one at Thy
right hand and one at Thy left, in Thy glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with
which I am baptized?”” And they said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that
I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which | am baptized, you will be baptized. But to
sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus
called them to Him and said to them, “You know that those who are supposed to rule over the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so
among you; but whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be
first among you must be servant of all. For the Son of man also came not to be served but to serve,
and to give His life as a ransom for many.”
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PLEDGE UPDATE:
As most of you know, we are all going through times of hardship. We have had to close our church
services, cancel many events and gatherings, cancel our PLC, and close our daycare for now. We
humbly ask you to please keep this in mind when making your next donation or pledge payment.
God bless you and your families.

ONLINE GIVING:
We are pleased to tell you that you can now pay your pledge online! Go to our website
https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our
bills online, so now you can pay your church pledge as well. Thank you for your support.

AKATHIST SERVICE:
This Friday April 3" is the last Akathist service of this Great and Holy season. Please make sure
you tune in to our social media to watch the livestream of this beautiful service. God bless!
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Good Friday Flowers $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet

Name: )
Phone Number Ol ad
Donation($): sl
Message:

Good Friday flowers: Dear Parishioners: To avoid misspelling the names, please do not call the church
office. Mail or email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with
your name & write a memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your cooperation.

2020 Great Lent
Lent Period: March 2nd — April 19"
Strict Fast: NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish

Day Date Celebration
Sunday April 12 Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed)
Friday April 17 Great and Holy Friday
Sunday April 19 GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
The Services program during Cudlall A Y o gual) B b A ) ghal) el
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Metropolitan Anthony: SAINT MARY OF EGYPT
Week after week we feel that we are coming closer and closer to the glorious Resurrection of
Christ. And it seems to us that we are moving fast, from Sunday to Sunday as it were, to the day
when all horrors, all terrors, will have disappeared.
And yet so easily do we forget that before we reach the day of the Resurrection we must, together
with Christ, together with His apostles, tread the road of the Crucifixion. 'So we are ascending to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they shall crucify Him,
and the third day He will rise’. All we notice is that He will rise. But do we ever think of the way
in which the disciples went to Jerusalem, knowing that the Crucifixion was at hand? They were
moving in fear. They were not yet mature enough to be those who would give their lives for the
message to be spread. They were moving in fear. When Christ told them that they would go now to
Jerusalem, return to the city which had then renounced Christ, put Him into danger of His life, they
said to Him, 'Let us not go." And only one disciple, Thomas, said, 'No. Let us go with Him, and die
with Him." This disciple is the one whom, foolishly I believe, we call the Doubter: the one who
was not prepared to give his trust to God, his faith, his life, his blood, without certainty. But his
heart was unreservedly given to Christ. How wonderful to be such a man! But the other disciples
would not desert Christ. They walked towards Jerusalem.
And we have today another example of one who went through a tragedy before they met Christ. It
is Mary of Egypt. She was a sinner. She was a harlot. She was unfaithful to God in her soul and in




her body. She had no reverence for this body which God had created and this soul. And yet she
was tragically confronted with the fact that there was no way for her into the temple of God unless
she rejected evil and chose purity, repentance, newness of life.

Let us reflect on the disciples who almost begged Christ not to return to Jerusalem, because
Jerusalem was a city where all prophets had died; and they did not want Christ to die, and they
were afraid. Let us ask ourselves how much we resemble them. And let us ask ourselves freely
today how do we resemble, or not, Mary of Egypt - Mary who had lived her life according to her
own ways and desires, followed all temptations of her body and soul; and one day realised that as
she was, she could not enter the temple of God.

So easily do we enter the divine temple, forgetting so easily that the church into which we come is
a small part of a world that has chosen to be alien to God, that has rejected God, lost interest in
Him; and that the few believers have created for God a place of refuge - yes, the church is the
fullness of Heaven, and at the same time a tragic place of refuge, the only place where God has a
right to be because He is wanted. And when we come here, we enter into the divine realm. We
should come into it with a sense of awe, not just walk into it as into a space but walk into it as a
space which is already the divine Kingdom.

If we were in that mood we would, when we come to the doors of the church, be, however little,
like Mary of Egypt. We would stop and say, 'How can | come in?" And if we did that with our
whole heart, broken-heartedly, with a sense of horror of the fact that we are so distant from God,
so alien, so unfaithful to Him, then the doors would open and we would see that we are not simply
in a big space surrounded with walls but we are in a space which is God's Heaven come to earth.
Let us therefore learn from this experience what it means to go step by step towards the
Resurrection, because in order to reach the Resurrection we must go through Calvary, we must go
through the tragedy of Holy Week and make it our own, partaking with Christ and His disciples
and the crowds around in the horror, the terror of it; and also experience it as a scorching fire that
will burn in us all that is unworthy of God and make us clean. And perhaps one day, when the fire
will have burnt everything which is not worthy of God, each of us may become an image of the
burning bush, aflame with divine fire and not consumed, because only that which could survive the
fire of God would have remained is us




(522+) %yl a0

g padll )A::JLJ\L:A\aﬂu\}ﬂ\@&}cwﬂ\w&wgﬂ\u\;ﬂ\ﬁjcjw\um‘Jj\‘;u;.ﬁb\
Laps s Cuna anpal Aadall Ll () e mpe Co 83a 55 Lams ) alll Ge aaly (piaad Wl i dail) il 3 131
Ll 430 5 gl el 5 (o st s i) s o goall (o ualal) 32V 138 s ) (2 e g () e paadi
Y G Ghrenall Ui gy Gl 50 s e il silly

S Busd (A Lle 58 2my Al g e 5 a0 W1 2 5 (b laall B4 gy (g ) O Axiy O ) 255 J s Lags
25 AS ol Lgie allay (ALK 58 5 Lagu s ) A Legin lsad) 4l a1 Led e ) (Al (e e ) Aulalll (e 4 o izl
o Lebalad ) 5 jleal) ge afisa A5 paall 3 el 5 Ua 0S5 e Ledla S, Jlamy (301 s 4l cLialS as ) o R
" Aall ) jaae dual) b b eV (815 a3 g Gad 50801
mﬁ,h@\@@\@ﬂa}b@sﬂ\d)ﬁy,ﬁmﬂ\‘;\@ﬂ\M&M\ogzgu;s\ﬂbwdﬂf
ORBlll el 3 shie e 358 giaie A€l Jdo Glgla Gl LN aualy | g jle ol QIS I ae Al 8 dapdadl)
Leia ¥ Aiu 47 Jla Cudy G2 (el 1oel) Gipea Led JE i las sy caliin) Aaldl A€ s L
Ll S5 Caagld e gagll Gy (s Cua gl Lale 7 4 il

Aadlal) ) 8 3 gmy o) agl) e alaall 3 bl Ledl sl ol aas Leshy o) a1 ) culla (35LE s ey
st Jgl (B 18 S5 ol i) 6 al

oe ob) s 5 comia Lams s 5 W slos D) s Ltialiy b WaDlad 20 50 llin 4 Lagus g5 Ll gl 1,8y g 50 1300 o)) 5yl 568
led OIS () et S paill () ol La Wl J i s silall (ym gunil) Ui puml (g 43T g Auatial) Gl Jony Lgaay
bl 5) DLl 5l Wil ) daall il e Bl i) J3ad ) O sy el peai ) ol 5l sl g el jad ) Jsad
sty el a1 8 W) S Chaum gy AU (il JS (e Land sad B pall o3 3uniSI & yiie ) GlAl g g Ja (ge Ul sl
ebanll & saud) LSy o sedaa Cpilaill aal) 8 aild ) ol o)l ae - Al 2 5ill 23g0 - Jaaid 4 geall a5 Y)

Gula (A 4 55 aad (5 53 Ay peaall 4y pa olel Jiliadll S35 caluall Ui gy ia HhLAN GoVL ) 5 50 Jllindl g (a8l 2a (1
138 (e (g AL g DLE duall pcae Jani Wl SN () 83 peaall ay e dpeal GaS el 35D Jalil) ) ) 4 ala]
LSl el el g Lae (s a Y 38wl sl g (e 1y G0l Gl U S35 0l 8 L g ) jsadan Ol e ecanll
LL}LLU‘;\MUJ\A.\J\JS;\J\} M}\)L}M\@\JJLM\(:MJS?\A\} cb.ﬁ.la_mt_\u:_a.a}\ u.a\éj\wddl_mds
(-J..MY\?@_AS\ uh%mhdswdaf)m@dswmu\Jdlﬁw\ubc)smm‘).\a.d\ fa)yag_b.a.m
oalal ia Lgie il S0 e ) dme (o 5 gV Aiiall duim o alad) o) J 55 () eidadd) Callas W5 gl D)
Yl Qs Jma Ol ke u g sl




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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THE MICHAEL LAW FIRM

(415) 447-2833

issa@michaellawsf.com

1648 Union St., Suite 201 . -

San Francisco, CA 94123 Trial Attorney since 1996

REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY/WRONGFUL DEATH

Auto Accidents
Pedestrians
Bicycles
Motorcycles
Taxi
Buses
Trucking

Airplane & Train Crashes
Construction Site Accidents
Explosions, Fires & Burns

Product Defects

Defective Medical Devices & Drugs
Medical Malpractice

Elderly Abuse

Falls (Slip & Trip)

Dog Attacks

Assault/Battery & Homicides

Millions of dollars recovered for clients.
No fees unless recovery.
San Francisco Bay Area, the State & Across the Nation

Members of the State Bar of California, Consumer Attorneys of
California, & San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association

PASSION, SENSITIVITY & \ &
ZEALOUS ADVOCACY THE

WWW. M iC h a e lL q WS F. C o m TRIAL LAWYERS | PERSONAL INJURY | WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




