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Sunday, May 03, 2020
Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women,
Pious Joseph of Arimathaea & Righteous Nicodemus
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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
A28 Al Maseeh Qam! Hagan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. Please do not
attend. All liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers, and chanters. Please watch
the livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

CHURCH ASSISTANCE: We are all going through these trying times together. Please, if you
need any assistance or know of anyone in need, please contact Father George Baalbaki on his cell
phone at 586 214 4428 or his email: revbaalbaki@yahoo.com God bless you all.
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THE EPISTLE: The Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (6:1-7)

In those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured
against the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. And the
Twelve summoned the body of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up
preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven
men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. But we
will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the
whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of Antioch. These
they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God
increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priests were obedient to the faith.

THE GOSPEL : St. Mark. (15:43-16:8)
At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself
looking for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus.
And Pilate wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him
whether Jesus was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he
granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in
the linen shroud, and laid Him in a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a
stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He
was laid. And when the Sabbath was passed, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome, bought spices so that they might go and anoint Him. And very early on the first day of the
week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, “Who
will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?”” And looking up, they saw that the stone
was rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the
right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be
amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. He has risen, He is not here; see the place
where they laid Him. But go, tell His Disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee;
there you will see Him, as He told you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling
and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
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PLEDGE UPDATE:
As you know, we are all going through times of hardship. We have had to close our church
services, cancel many events and gatherings, cancel our PLC, and close our daycare for now. We
humbly ask you to please keep this in mind when making your next donation or pledge payment.
God bless you and your families.




ONLINE GIVING:
We are pleased to tell you that you can now pay your pledge online! Go to our website
https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our
bills online, so now you can pay your church pledge as well. Thank you for your support.

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS:
Please note that the government has recently passed several programs to assist business owners.
Some of these programs may apply to you and could be used to cover payroll, rent/lease, and
utilities. We encourage you to take advantage of them. Some of these programs can be found at:
https://www.sha.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options

CHARITY:

The Parish Council has allocated $15,000 to help those in our community who need assistance,
especially during these challenging times. If you would like to make a donation to this noble cause,
please mail your check to the church and write “Charity Donation” in the memo.

Thank you and God bless!

PHIMI OF METROPOLITAN JOSEPH:

JOSEPH, the most devout, the most reverend, chosen by God as Archbishop of
New York and the Metropolitan of all North America, our Father and Chief
Shepherd, may God grant him many years!

On behalf of our Pastor, Father George, and our parish, we would like to wish our
Father in Christ Metropolitan JOSEPH a happy Saint Joseph Day.
Among the first be mindful, O Lord, of our Archbishop whom do thou grant unto
thy holy churches in peace, safety, honor, health and length of days, and rightly
dividing the word of thy truth.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
s We would like to wish a happy names day and pray for the good health of all of those named
Yousef, Joseph, and Josephine especially His Eminence METROPOLITAN JOSEPH, Joseph
El Sineitti, Joseph Hanna, Joseph Shatara, Joseph Stephens, Josephine Tannous, Yousef
Rantisi, Joseph Tannous, Joseph Zughbaba. God bless and many years! Also in loving
memory of Yousef Katout and Yousef Tannous. May their memory be eternal!
s Offered by Michael, Nadia, Tariqg, and Rami Rantisi for the good health of Yousef Rantisi on
the occasion on his Name's Day. God bless and many years!

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
<» CAMP THREE HOLY YOUTHS AT HOME: June 14-19%". This will be an interactive
online alternative to our annual camp. More info at www.campthy.com

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH -BEARING WOMEN
We remember today the Myrrh-bearing women, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, people who
in the course of the Gospel are hardly mentioned, yet who, when Christ was seemingly defeated,
when death, rejection, betrayal and hatred had conquered, proved to be people of faithfulness and
courage, the faithfulness of the heart and the courage that can be born only of love. At the moment
of the Crucifixion all the Apostles had fled save one, John, who stood at the foot of the Cross with
the Mother of God. Everyone else had abandoned Christ, only a small group of women stood at a
short distance from the Cross, and when He had died, they came to anoint His Body which Joseph
of Arimathea had sought from Pilate, unafraid of being recognised as a disciple, because in life and
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in death love and faithfulness had conquered.

Let us reflect on this. It is easy to be Christ's disciples when we are on the crest of the wave, in the
security of countries where no persecution, no rejection is endured, no betrayal can lead us to
martyrdom, or simply to becoming the victims of mockery and rejection.

Let us think of ourselves not in regard to Christ alone but with regard to one another, because
Christ has said that what we have done to any one of us, to the smallest, to the most insignificant,
we have done to Him.

Let us ask ourselves how we behave when someone is rejected, mocked, ostracised, condemned by
public opinion or by the opinion of those who mean something to us, whether at that moment our
heart remains faithful, whether at that moment we find courage to say, ‘He was, and he remains
my friend whether you accept or reject him’. There is no greater measure of faithfulness than that
faithfulness which is made manifest in defeat. Let us consider this, because we all are defeated, we
are defeated in so many ways. We all strive, with whatever energy we have - a little or much, to be
what we should be, and we are defeated at every moment. Should we not look at one another not
only with compassion, but with the faithfulness of friends who are prepared to stand by a person
who falls, falls away from grace, falls away from his own ideal, frustrates all hopes and
expectations which we have set on him or her. At that time let us stand by, at that time let us be
faithful and prove that our love was not conditioned by the hope of victory but was a wholehearted
gift, gratuitous, joyful, wonderful.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Al Maseeh Qam! Haqan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




