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Sunday, May 10, 2020
Sunday of the Paralytic

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
2R 7w Al Maseeh Qam! Hagan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. Please do not
attend. All liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers, and chanters. Please watch
the livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

CHURCH ASSISTANCE: We are all going through these trying times together. Please, if you
need any assistance or know of anyone in need, please contact Father George Baalbaki on his cell
phone at 586 214 4428 or his email: revbaalbaki@yahoo.com God bless you all.
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THE EPISTLE: The Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (9:32-42)
In those days, as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints that
lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years and
was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.”
And immediately he rose. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to
the Lord. Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which means Dorcas. She was full of
good works and acts of charity. In those days she fell sick and died; and when they had washed
her, they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter
was there, sent two men to him entreating him, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter rose
and went with them. And when he had come, they took him to the upper room. All the widows
stood beside him weeping, and showing tunics and other garments, which Dorcas made while she
was with them. But Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed; then turning to the body
he said, “Tabitha, rise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave
her his hand and lifted her up. Then calling the saints and widows he presented her alive. And it
became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

THE GOSPEL : St. John. (5:1-15)
At that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in
Hebrew called Bethesda, which has five porticoes. In these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, lame,
paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel of the Lord went down at certain
seasons into the pool and troubled the water; whoever stepped in first, after the troubling of the
water was healed of whatever disease he had. One man was there, who had been ill for 38 years.
When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been lying there a long time, He said to him, “Do you
want to be healed?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when
the water is troubled, and while | am going another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him,
“Rise, take up your pallet, and walk.” And at once the man was healed, and he took up his pallet
and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who was cured, “It is the
Sabbath, it is not lawful for you to carry your pallet.” But he answered them, “The man who healed
me said to me, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk.”” They asked him, “Who is the man who said to
you, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk’?”” Now the man who had been healed did not know who it
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found him in the
temple, and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befalls you.” The
man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus Who had healed him.
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ONLINE GIVING:
We are pleased to tell you that you can now pay your pledge online! Go to our website
https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our
bills online, so now you can pay your church pledge as well. Thank you for your support.
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PLEDGE UPDATE:
As you know, we are all going through times of hardship. We have had to close our church
services, cancel many events and gatherings, cancel our PLC, and close our daycare for now. We
humbly ask you to please keep this in mind when making your next donation or pledge payment.

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS:
Please note that the government has recently passed several programs to assist business owners.
Some of these programs may apply to you and could be used to cover payroll, rent/lease, and
utilities. We encourage you to take advantage of them. Some of these programs can be found at:
https://www.sha.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
s Offered by Nadia Shatara for the good health of Joseph Shatara and his brothers and all
their families on the special occasion of his Saint’s Name Day, and in loving memory of the
Handmaiden of God Farideh Nazzal. May her memory be eternal!
s  Offered by Laila Madback for the good health of Sabrina Hala Madback on the special
occasion of her birthday. God bless and many years!

DEEPESTY SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES:
s Deepest sympathy and condolences to the Azar family especially in Jordan, Lebanon,
Palestine and USA for the passing of Mousa Dawoud Azar who passed away in Ramallah.
s Deepest sympathy and condolences to Salim Batshon and family for the passing of his
brother Tawfiq Ibrahim Batshon.

May their memory be eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
<» CAMP THREE HOLY YOUTHS AT HOME: June 14-19'™. This will be an interactive
online alternative to our annual camp. More info at www.campthy.com

Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh: Sunday of Paralytic
We have heard today in the Gospel of a man who for thirty eight years had laid paralysed. The
only thing that separated him from healing was the possibility to reach the waters, which the angel
brought into motion once a year. Thirty eight years had he attempted to move towards healing but
someone else has been quicker than he and stolen healing from him. How many are there now in
the world, how many have been and will be in this world of ours who need healing, who are
paralysed by fear, paralysed by all that prevents us from moving with boldness and purpose
towards fullness of life? How many? And who are those who will take them and help them to
receive healing instead of seeking it for themselves? Let us look at ourselves, not at each other but
ourselves. What have we learnt from the Gospel?
Christ says that no-one has true love who is not prepared to give his life for his neighbour, and the
neighbour, as it is quite clear also from the Gospel, is not the one whom we like, whom we love,
who is close to us, it is whoever needs us. Ask yourself this question. There are number of people
around you who would believe, who would gladly start a new life, who would bless you and God
for giving them courage to move not physical but spiritual limbs that are tied. And let us ask
ourselves, what do we do, what have we done, what are we capable of doing to help them? The
waters of Siloam are an image of God, of His healing power. When God comes close, when we
become aware that He is there, near, do we look around to see who needs Him more than we do?
No. We rush forward, we want to be those who will sit at His feet, we are those who wish to touch
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the hem of His garment and be healed, we are those - and this is even worse, - we are those who
wish to be seen as His disciples and companions so that people may look at us and wonder, admire
us, at times almost worship us, the companions of Jesus, the friends of God become man. Who of
us is prepared to step aside, to become inconspicuous, or rather to help another to step forward
instead of us when we know that we will be the loosers in a way, - in a way only because if we do
this, we will have lost what is thought we coveted but we will have become disciples of Christ who
gave His life that others may live.

Let us reflect on the story. It is not simply an old story about things that happened about two
thousand years ago, it is something that is happening every day and we are those who rush forward
and prevent others from merging themselves into the healing waters of Siloam. Let us listen to St.
John the Divine, the teacher of true love, let us be ready to sacrifice all we long for, all we desire
for someone else to have it, to be given it by God, let us be prepared to pay the price of other
people’s finding freedom, life on all levels, even on the simplest level of food and shelter and the
warmth of an attentive gaze or a loving, sober word. Let us become free of selves, and then how
many will be saved, saved from hunger, from homelessness, saved from the dominion of others,
saved from all that is fetters and imprisonment of life. Let us become what Christ was - the One
that sets free in the name of truth and of life.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




