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Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
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22 Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
JoR, O Al Maseeh Qam! Hagan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. Please do not
attend. All liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers, and chanters. Please watch
the livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrelLZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

CHURCH ASSISTANCE: We are all going through these trying times together. Please, if you
need any assistance or know of anyone in need, please contact Father George Baalbaki on his cell
phone at 586 214 4428 or his email: revbaalbaki@yahoo.com God bless you all.

MEMORIAL SERVICE: Forty Day Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Chris
(Atwan) Ghanim offered by his family. May His Memory Be Eternal!
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THE EPISTLE: The Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (11:19-30)

In those days, the Disciples, who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over
Stephen, traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the Word to none except
Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who, upon coming to Antioch,
spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a
great number that believed turned to the Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he was
glad; and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large company was added to the Lord. So
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.
For a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch
the Disciples were for the first time called Christians. Now in these days prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that
there would be a great famine over all the world; and this took place in the days of Claudius. And
the Disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brethren who
lived in Judea; and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
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THE GOSPEL: St. John. (4:5-42)
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as He was with his journey, sat down beside the
well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her,
“Give Me a drink.” For His Disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman
said to Him, “How is it that Thou, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and Who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living
water.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do
you get that living water? Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank
from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?”” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water
will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst forever; the
water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The
woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said
to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered Him, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five
husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband; this you said truly.” The woman said to
Him, “Sir, I perceive that Thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and Thou
sayest that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
Me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the
Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming [He Who is
called Christ]; when He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I Who speak to you am
He.” Just then His Disciples came. They marveled that He was talking with a woman, but none said,
“What dost Thou wish?” or, “Why art Thou talking with her?” So the woman left her water jar, and
went away into the city, and said to the people, “Come, see a man Who told me all that I ever
did. Can this be the Christ?” They went out of the city and were coming to Him. Meanwhile the
Disciples besought Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you
do not know.” So the Disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him food?” Jesus said to
them, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent Me, and to accomplish His work. Do you not say,
‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? | tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the
fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.” | sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered
into their labor.” Many Samaritans from that city believed in Him because of the woman’s testimony,
“He said to me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to stay with
them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His words. They said to the
woman, “It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
%  Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of Sally Habeeb.
s Offered by Marilyn Habeeb for the good health, wellbeing, and speedy recovery of all
victims of the coronavirus, doctors, nurses, first responders, etc and for God’s Mercy for
the rest of the soul of those who passed because of the virus. God bless.




CONGRATULATIONS:
s  Offered by Ted and Diana Ajluni for the good health of their children Lena and Johnny
Elmasu on the birth of their daughter Mila Grace on May 2nd. Best wishes and many years!

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS:
Please note that the government has recently passed several programs to assist business owners.
Some of these programs may apply to you and could be used to cover payroll, rent/lease, and
utilities. We encourage you to take advantage of them. Some of these programs can be found at:
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
< CAMP THREE HOLY YOUTHS AT HOME: June 14-19'™. This will be an interactive
online alternative to our annual camp. More info at www.campthy.com

PLEDGE UPDATE:
As you know, we are all going through times of hardship. We have had to close our church
services, cancel many events and gatherings, cancel our PLC, and close our daycare for now. We
humbly ask you to please keep this in mind when making your next donation or pledge payment.
God bless you and your families.

ONLINE GIVING:
We are pleased to tell you that you can now pay your pledge online! Go to our website
https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our
bills online, so now you can pay your church pledge as well. Thank you for your support.

Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh: Sermon on the Samaritan woman
When the Samaritan woman came back in haste to her town and called all those who lived around her
to see Christ, she said: 'Come! Here is a Man who has told me everything I have done!” And the
people flocked around, and listened to what Christ had to say.
At times we think, how easy it was for this woman to believe and how easy it was for her, from within
this shattering experience to turn to others and say: Come! Listen to one who has spoken as no-one
else has ever spoken, One Who, without a word of mine has seen into the depth of my heart, into the
darkness of my life, has seen and known everything.
But is it not something that can happen to each of us? Christ did not tell her anything very singular, He
told her who she was, what her life had been, how God saw her. But this He can tell us every day of
our life, and not in a mystical experience, not as it happened to some saints, but in the simplest
possible way.
If we turn to the Gospel and read it every day, or if we simply read it once in a while with an openness
that we do not always possess, we may think that Christ holds before our eyes a mirror in which we
see ourselves as we are: either by rejoicing at what we see, or by contrast, being shaken by the fact that
we are so different from what we seem to be, or what we imagine we are.
Christ said to the Samaritan woman: Call your husband! And she said: | have no husband. Christ
replied: You have spoken the truth. You have had five husbands, and the one who is your husband
now indeed, is not your husband more than anyone else.
Certain spiritual writers have commented on this passage by suggesting that Christ was saying to her:
Yes - you have been wedded to all that your five senses could give you, and you have seen that you
find fulfilment, satisfaction in none. And now, what is left to you is your own self, your body, your
mind, and this, no more than your five senses can fulfil you, give you that fullness without which you
cannot live.
Is this not what Christ says to us when we read the Gospel, when He presents us with what we
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could be, when He calls us to that greatness which is ours by vocation? - the greatness that Paul
describes by calling us to reach the fullness of the stature of Christ, to be human as He was, in the
same way as Christ is true man, fulfilled by total final, full communion with God.
So let us learn from this woman that we have turned, all of us, to so many ways in which we could
receive the message of this world and be filled, and we have all discovered that nothing can fill us,
because man is too deep for things material, too deep for things psychological, too vast - only God can
fill this vastness and this depth. If we only could realise this, we would be exactly in the position of
the woman of Samaria. We need not meet Christ at the well. The well, indeed, is the Gospel, the place
from which the water of life may gush - but not a material well, that well is a symbol. The water which
we are to drink is different. And so, let us emulate this woman, let us come to our senses, let us realise
that all we have been wedded to was not our fulfilment; and let us then ask ourselves "Who am I, with
regard to myself in the dimension of God's vision?" And then we can go to others and say: | have met
someone who has held a mirror before my eyes, and | have seen myself as | am, He has told me about
myself: come and see! Come - and listen to Him!.. And others will come, others will listen, and then
they will turn to us and say: It is no longer your testimony that makes us believe - we have seen for
ourselves, we have heard for ourselves, we know for ourselves: we believe!
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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Al Maseeh Qam! Hagan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! A_lithos Anesti!




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




