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Sunday, May 31, 2020
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
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IMPORTANT NOTICE (Expect updates in the next few weeks with new rules):
If you would like to take Holy Communion, please make an appointment with Father George
by contacting him directly. Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus),
all Church social events and gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to
the public. Please do not attend. All liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers,
and chanters. Please watch the livestream of the service on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!
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THE EPISTLE: The Acts of the Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36)
In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in
Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. And from
Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. And when they came to
him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to care for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own
Son. | know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;
and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after them. Therefore, be alert, remembering that for three years | did not cease night or
day to admonish everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the word of His
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grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands
ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things | have shown you that
by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, ‘It is
more blessed to give than to receive.”” And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed
with them all.

THE GOSPEL : Saint John. (17:1-13)

At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify
Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, to give
eternal life to all whom Thou hast given Him. And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent. | glorified Thee on earth, having
accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me to do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy
own presence with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was made. | have manifested
Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest
them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now they know that everything that Thou hast given
Me is from Thee; for | have given them the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have received
them and know in truth that | came from Thee; and they have believed that Thou didst send Me. |
am praying for them; | am not praying for the world but for those whom Thou hast given Me, for
they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and | am glorified in them. And now | am
no more in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to Thee. Holy Father, keep them
in Thy Name, which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as We are one. While | was
with them, | kept them in Thy Name, which Thou have given Me; I have guarded them, and none
of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am coming

to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.”
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
s Offered by Mimi Hanhan for the good health of her and her family. Also in loving memory of
her loved ones: four years loving memory of Ellen Aho and in loving memory of Nakleh Aho,
Basem Hanhan, Shuckri & Wadia Hanhan, Joseph & Margaret Hanhan and Rimon
Dabit. May their memory be eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
< CAMP THREE HOLY YOUTHS AT HOME: June 14-19'™". This will be an interactive
online alternative to our annual camp. More info at www.campthy.com
% ST.NICHOLAS ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 3™ & 4. More info to come.



http://www.campthy.com/

2020 GRADUATES:
Congratulations to all of our 2020 graduates! We would love to put your name and picture in
our bulletin. Please email us the correct spelling of your name, your degree and school, and a
picture of yourself so we can share your bright smile to the world.

CONGRATULATIONS:
And best wishes to the new graduates for this year:
% Yazan Issam Dabit (Pic#1) from Notre Dame de Namur University with a Master’s Degree
in Human Resource Management.
s Jessica Issam Dabit (Pic#2) from San Francisco State university with a Major in child and
adolescent development with an emphasis in school age and family with a minor in special
education.
s Margarett Qagish (Pic#3) from Gonzaga University with a BA in communication studies
and a minor in sociology.
« Sali Saadeh (Pic#4) from Capuchino high school.
% Nicholas Nabil Hanhan from USF with a Bachelors in Economics
% Alexander Nabil Hanhan from Saint Mary’s with a Bachelors in Economics.




Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Sunday before Pentecost
We have heard in the Acts of the Apostles how, as the Feast of Pentecost was approaching, Paul the
Apostle had started on his journey to Jerusalem to be there together with all those who on that very
day received the Holy Spirit. Of all of them he was the only one who had not been present in the High
Room where the event took place. And yet, God had given him a true, a perfect conversion of heart,
and of mind and of life, and had given him freely the gift of the Holy Spirit in response to his total,
ultimate gift of self to Him, the God Whom he did not know but Whom he worshipped.
We also are on our way to the day of Pentecost, next week we will keep this event. When Paul was on
his way, he thought of what had happened to himself in the solitude of his journey from Jerusalem to
Damascus and in the gift of the Spirit mediated to him by Ananias. And we also, each of us singly and
all of us together should reflect on all that God has given us. He has given us existence and breathed
life into us, - not only the life of the body, but a life that makes us akin to Him, His life. He has given
us to know Him, the Living God, and He has given us to meet, in the Gospel and in life, His Only
Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In Baptism, in the Anointment with Holy Chrism, in Communion
to the Body and Blood of Christ, in the mysterious, silent communion of prayer, in the moments when
God Himself came near, although we were not thinking of Him, He has given us so much.
Let us reflect on all that is given us, asking ourselves whether we are truly disciples of Christ. We
know from Saint Paul what it means to be a disciple: he said that for him, to live is Christ, to die will
be a gain, because as long as he is in the flesh he is separated from Christ, Christ Whom he loves,
Christ Who has become everything to his life, not only in time but for all eternity. And yet, says he, he
is prepared to live, not to die, because his presence on earth is necessary to others. This is the measure
of communion he had with Christ. And this is shown so movingly in a parallel between a small phrase
in the Acts of the Apostles and in the Gospel: both the Lord Jesus Christ and His disciple say that they
are now going back to the Father, that the time of their departure has come. His life in Christ had
culminated in such identification with what Christ stood for, and beyond that with what Christ was,
that whatever was applicable to Christ became applicable to him. Indeed, for him to live was Christ,
and he longed for his death, but he had learned from God something more than this longing for
freedom, for communion with the God Whom he adored and served so faithfully, - he had learned that
to give is a greater joy than to receive.
The saints had heard Christ say, 'No one has greater love that he who gives his life for his friends'.
Paul, the other apostles, and innumerable saints after them gave their lives, shed their lives day after
day forgetting themselves, rejecting every thought, every concern about themselves, having thought
only for those who needed God, who needed the word of truth, who needed love divine. They lived for
others, they gave as generously as they had received.
We also are called to learn the joy, the exhilarating, the wonderful joy of giving, of turning away from
ourselves to be free to give, and of giving on all levels, the smallest things and the greatest things. And
this can be taught us only by the power of the Holy Spirit that unites us to Christ, makes us into one
body with Him, a body of people, bound with each other in their total togetherness, one with the God
who is our unity.
Let us think of all we have received from God and ask ourselves: what can we give first to Him so that
He can rejoice in us, so that He can know that He has not lived and died in vain. And what can we
give to all those who surround us, beginning with the smallest, the humblest gifts to those closest to us
and ending with giving all we can to those who need more. And then truly Pentecost will come as a
gift of life, a gift that unites us, welds us into one body capable of being to others a vision on earth of
the Kingdom, but also a source of life and of joy, so that truly our joy, and the joy of all those whom
we meet should be fulfilled.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




