M.ﬁjﬁ)‘!\ Z\,,\S\.ha\!\ Vel jla :\M...I.\s
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
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SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2020
COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY,
GLORIOUS APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all
Church social events and gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the
public. Please do not attend. All liturgical services will be served with ONLY CLERGY . Please
watch the livestream of the service on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES: Deepest sympathy and condolences to the Rantisi
family for the passing of our beloved brother Salim Yousef Rantisi.
May his memory be eternal!
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THE EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians. (11:21-12:9)
Brethren, whatever any one dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—1I also dare to boast of that.
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am |. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am |.
Are they servants of Christ? | am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors,
far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. Five times | have received at
the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times | have been beaten with rods; once | was
stoned. Three times | have been shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been adrift at sea; on frequent
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from
Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren; in toil
and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and
exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the
churches. Who is weak, and | am not weak? Who is made to fall, and | am not indignant? If | must
boast, | will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He
Who is blessed forever, knows that | do not lie. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas
guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but | was let down in a basket through a window in
the wall, and escaped his hands. | must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I will go on to
visions and revelations of the Lord. | know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to
the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body | do not know, God knows. And | know that
this man was caught up into Paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God
knows—and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man |
will boast, but on my own behalf | will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if | wish to boast,
| shall not be a fool, for | shall be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think
more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the
abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to
keep me from being too elated. Three times | besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but
He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” I will all
the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

THE GOSPEL.: St. Matthew. (16:13-19)
At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His Disciples, “Who
do men say that the Son of man 1s?”” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah,
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?”
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My
Father Who is in Heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in Heaven.”
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%  Offered by Nabil & Jane Hanhan for the good health of Nick & Alex Hanhan, on the

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:

Offered by St. Nicholas Church for all those named Peter and Paul for the celebration of their
Names’ day on June 29'" especially: Fr. Paul Baba, Peter Shibli Azar, Peter Azar, Peter
Boyle, Peter Daheb, Peter Halteh, Paul Halteh, Peter Tannous, Peter Suhail Shatara, Paul
Karkar, Paul Habeeb, Paul Bargouth, Paul Nassif, Butros Awwad, Butros Nasrah and in
loving memory of Paul Dudum. God bless and many years!

occasion of their Birthdays. God bless & many years !!
Offered by St. Nicholas Church in loving memory of Salim Yousef Rantisi for the rest of his
soul. May his memory be eternal!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 3" & 4th. More info to come.

s Emilia Risek Batarse (Pic#4)from University of California, Davis, College of Letters and

s Margarett Qaqish (Pic#7) from Gonzaga University with a BA in communication studies

% Tamara Bazouzi (Pic#12) graduated from UC Santa Cruz majoring in Molecular, Cellular,

«  David Husari from Woodside High School, attending SFSU with a major in Biochemistry.

*

CONGRATULATIONS:
And best wishes to the new graduates for this year:
% Angelina Bouri (Pic#1) graduating from 8th grade from Burlingame intermediate school
with a 4.0 GPA.
s Tala Rahal (Pic#2) graduating from Lowell High School.

% Abdallah John Shami (Pic#3), from Saint Mary’s College of California with a Business
Administration with a concentration in finance and data analytics.

Science: Design.
Yazan Issam Dabit (Pic#5) from Notre Dame de Namur University with a Master’s Degree
in Human Resource Management.
Jessica Issam Dabit (Pic#6) from San Francisco State university with a Major in child and
adolescent development with an emphasis in school age and family with a minor in special
education.

and a minor in sociology.
«  Sali Saadeh (Pic#8) from Capuchino high school.
% Nicholas Nabil Hanhan from USF with a Bachelors in Economics

>

% Alexander Nabil Hanhan from Saint Mary’s with a Bachelors in Economics.
s Shadi Dawud Rantisi (Pic#9) graduated from Skyline College with a Certificate of
Achievement as an Auto Mechanic.
% Ghassan Jason Msalam (Pic#10) graduating from Woodside High School.

% Taliana Msalam (Pic#11) graduating 8th grade from McKinley Institute of Technology
School .

and Developmental Biology.
% Dr. Jaber Hanhan (Pic#13) from University of Utah School of Medicine with an MD
Degree.

% Brianna Leila Madback from high school with Honors.

*

Congratulations and we wish you all a bright future full of success!










Feast of the Twelve Apostles: By Rev. Fr. Andrew G. George
The Bible contains 4 lists of the names of the 12 apostles: Matt 10:12, Mark 3:13, Luke 6:14 and
Acts 1:13. They vary slightly as well as the sequence although they list Peter first, even though it
was Andrew (his brother) who was called first by the Lord. It is believed that Christ selected only
12 which was the number of the twelve sons of Jacob who later became the leaders of the 12 tribes
of Israel. After Pentecost, Christ’s 12 disciples became the leaders of the “new Israel.” The number
12 was considered so important that very shortly after the falling of Judas Iscariot, the remaining
11 voted in a new Apostle by the name Matthias, so that there would be 12 once again.
These apostles followed Christ as He traveled and were eye witnesses to His numerous wonders.
After the Ascension of Jesus back to heaven they continued His work of redeeming mankind from
sin. In fact at the Ascension Jesus commanded the apostles to go out and make disciples of all
nations through baptism and to teach nations all that they had observed and all that He commanded
of them. He enabled them to succeed in that he bestowed the Holy Spirit upon them (at Pentecost)
as they traveled to far away lands.
The authority of the Apostles in the Church was unguestionable from the very beginning. Their
powers were derived from Christ Himself. They preached boldly and acted as His representatives,
teaching and speaking “in the Holy Spirit.” The place of honor accorded to them by the Church has
no equal except for that of the Theotokos. They each have their own separate date of
commemoration and they have a joint commemoration on June 30th, a feast whose importance is
shown by the fact that it is preceded by a period of fasting.

The Apostles Fast

The Lenten season in honor of the 12 Apostles is a bit confusing at times for it is a “flexible
season” in that it always ends on a fixed date (that being June 29) but begins on the Monday that
follows All Saints Day, which is a moveable date each year based on the date of Easter. When
Easter is normally in mid to late April, the Apostles Lent is only a few days in length. When Easter
is in early April, as with this year, then the Apostles Lent is longer. This year it begins on Monday
May 31 and runs till June 29, a full 29 days. (In 2011 it will be only 9 days in length). When Easter
Is late, there is no Apostles Lent at all.
The faithful are urged to observe the usual food abstinence, expanded prayer and alms giving
guideline as with the other fasting seasons the year. The Apostles Lent takes the flavor of the first
part of the Christmas Advent Lenten season (Nov 15-Dec 12) in that weddings are permitted. The
guideline on restricted food is the “lighter” fasting in that only Weds and Fris are held as strict fast
days and the observance of the Nativity of John the Baptist (June 24) is always a light fast (fish is
permitted) no matter what day it falls on.
Let us rejoice in the ministry of these 12 great men that began the spread of Christianity to the far
corners of the earth. Let us remember their sacrifice by our own sacrifice and discipline during the
preparatory days ahead in which we are called upon to focus on their commitment and devotion to
the Lord’s commandments.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




