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Sunday, July 12, 2020

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all
Church social events and gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the
public. Please do not attend. All liturgical services will be served with ONLY CLERGY. Please
watch the livestream of the service on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrelLZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: Romans. (10:1-10)

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that it may be saved. I bear them
witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. For, being ignorant of the
righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to
God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law, that everyone who has faith may be justified.
Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on the law shall live by
it. But the righteousness based on faith says: Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into
Heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? The word is near you, on your lips and in your
heart (that is, the word of faith which we preach); because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For man
believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew. (8:28-9:1)

At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met Him, coming
out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have
we to do to Thee, O Son of God? Art Thou come here to torment us before the time?”” Now a herd
of many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged Him, “If Thou
castest us out, send us away into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came out
and went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and
perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, and what
had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they
saw Him, they begged Him to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat He crossed over
and came to His own city.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
% ST.NICHOLAS ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL : October 3" & 4th. More info to come.

CHARITY:

Our church has sent money back home to help those in our community who need assistance,
especially during these challenging times. If you would like to make a donation to this noble cause,
please mail your check to the church and write “Charity Donation” in the memo. Many thanks to
our charity committee. Thank you and God bless!

THANK YOU:
We would like to show our sincere gratitude to this year’s Camp THY staff. Thank you very much
for making this year’s online camp a very successful one. God bless and many years!

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
s Offered by Michael, Yousef, Tariq, and Rami Rantisi for the good health of Nadia
Rantisi on the occasion of her birthday. Many Years !!
s Offered by Nadim, Basma, Janan, Jim, lvette, Jennifer, Brandon, & Matthew Howell, &
Oscar Moran, for the good health of Jane Moran on the special occasion of her birthday
on July 12", God bless and many years!

Metropolitan Anthony: Healing of two possessed in Gergesene
In one of the Gospels, before the passage which was read today about the healing of two
possessed in the country of Gergesene, there is a short story about Christ crossing the sea of
Galilee together with His disciples. In the course of their journey a storm broke out. And as the
Gospel puts it, Christ was peacefully asleep with His head on a pillow. And the apostles cried out,
not in a prayer, but in indignation: Do You not care that we are perishing? Christ awoke, and He
stood up, and looked at them sadly, and said: ‘O men of little faith! Then He turned to the storm
and commanded it to be still.
Isn't that what happens so often to us? We feel that we are in danger, we are in need, we turn to




God, we claim His attention, we want things to be the way we choose - and there is silence; God
seems to be asleep; and we suspect that He does not care, that He is like Christ, sleeping peacefully
with His head on a cushion, while we, His creatures, cry, wail in our agony.

Isn't there anything that we can learn? Yes, we are not on the sea, we are not in a boat, there is not
even a physical storm; there are storms around us and within us; and we turn to God because we
want Him to solve our problem. And Christ had said long before that if you have faith as much as
a grain of mustard - you could move mountains... Is it that we have no faith, not even as a grain of
mustard? Is it that we have no faith, and therefore have neither courage nor understanding - no
courage to face the storm, and no understanding to see in it the ways of God? Yes, the Lord said to
Isaiah: My ways are not your ways, as My thoughts are not your thoughts! My ways are so much
higher than yours, as My thoughts are higher than yours... Haven't we learned anything from the
Gospel, from our life within this strange community which we call the Church, in which God and
man stand together? Do we not realize that in the power of Christ Who sustains us we can face the
storm, we don't need a miracle, we need only our faith? This is the first image.

And then comes another image in today's reading. Christ comes to the land of the possessed; there,
He is neither idle, nor passive, nor absent: He acts, He heals the possessed men; and what happens,
what is the response of the people? They are in terror because they have seen the power of God
manifested in such a way that fills them with fear, not with awe. And they ask Christ to be gone:
Leave our realm, go away!.. The fact that Christ has acted, that He has healed, that He has saved
the men, matters nothing; what matters, is that they have to pay the cost for it: their pigs.

Isn't it again something which we happen to do? We ask God to come into our lives; and suddenly
we discover that God is not coming in the way in which we want Him to be! He is not coming into
our lives simply to order things according to our view; He transforms the dead orderliness of our
life into a chaos, but a chaos which is pregnant with possibilities - but we don't want this! We want
what we had: an orderly life, without problems, without anything great happening, also without
anything tragic happening. Last week we read the story of the centurion to whom Christ said, I will
come to your house and heal the servant. And he said, No, Lord, there is no need for you to come,
| trust you, it's enough for you to say a word - and everything will be right. Christ need not come;
and in our lives, how often has He said the word: the whole Gospel is Christ's word addressed to
us; the whole Gospel is made of words that can give us life eternal. You remember the passage
when Christ has spoken incomprehensible words to those who surrounded Him, and many of His
disciples left; and He turned to the twelve, and said, ‘Are you also going to leave Me? - and Peter
said, No - where should we go? You have the words of life eternal’. Christ has never spoken of life
eternal, never given descriptions of it; the words of life eternal were words that awoke eternal life
within those who heard, who had ears, good will to hear. 'Say a word - and my servant will be
healed, Christ is speaking: why isn't that we, His servants, are not healed? Because we don't want
to listen. Earlier, on another occasion, someone else had said to Christ, Leave me - | am unworthy.
Having seen the miraculous catching of fish on the sea of Galilee, Peter said, 'Leave my boat, | am
not worthy, | am a sinner. Have we ever spoken such words? Have we ever felt that we are
unworthy of Christ's coming, dwelling under our roof, being our familiar, being with us, doing for
us all we need? Indeed being for us like a servant who will do things because we need them done.
Is that the way we respond to the Gospel? Let us think of Peter, his awe because he had seen the
act of God; and let us think of these people who have also seen the act of God. Both said, Go, oh
Lord!" - but how differently! Who are we: Peter, or the Gadarines?

And again: when we are in agony, in need - have we got faith to say, 'In the power of Christ that
sustains me | can face my own agony, or the storm, or do we turn to God and say, "You - save me!




| am not ready to endure this agony.

Let us reflect on it all; because every word of God is salvation for us if we listen to it, if we
respond to it. Let us listen - beyond what | have said, read the passages, think of them, find in them
what | have not seen. But then, let us all, according to our understanding, and beyond our
strengths, in the spirit and strength of Christ live according to His words.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




