A g5 N1 ASUat Y 683 jla A€
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. Michel Khoury
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Parish Council Chairman: Ramzi Srouji
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

N
1
C
H
o
L
A
S

Sunday, July 19, 2020
Sunday of the Holy Fathers of Fourth Ecumenical Council

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all
Church social events and gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the
public. Please do not attend. All liturgical services will be served with ONLY CLERGY. Please
watch the livestream of the service on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrelLZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. | desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have
believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and
profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the
law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once
or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he
is self-condemned. When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at
Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer
and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves
to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me

send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew. (5:14-19)
The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid.
Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father Who is in heaven. Think not that | have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I
have come not to abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then
relaxes one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven.”
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To the Faithful of St. Nicholas Church:
These past few months have been unprecedented in the history of our parish. While we have not
been physically present in church, we have, thanks to Clemence Batarse and her team, still been
able to participate in the Divine Liturgy on Sunday through Live Streaming. As of this time, we do
not know when we can return to “normal.” We want to thank those who have continued to be
current on their pledge. We still have our financial responsibilities and your support enables us to
meet our obligations. The most convenient way to send your donation is through Online Giving.
Go to our website: stnicholas-sf.com and you will see “Click here to donate online” or mail a
check to the church office: 5200 Diamond Heights. Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131.
May our Lord continue to watch over you and your loved ones, protect us and keep us safe from
every adversary.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
s Offered by Laila Madback for the good health of Zeze Madback Zidek on the special
occasion of her birthday. God bless and many years!
s  Offered by Costa Tannous in loving memory of Speero & Hanneh, Asal, Kalil, Margo,
Faiz Mesihah, Joseph Hanhan. May their memory be eternal. And for the good health of
Dina & George Flefel.

CHARITY:

Our church has sent money back home to help those in our community who need assistance,
especially during these challenging times. If you would like to make a donation to this noble cause,
please mail your check to the church and write “Charity Donation” in the memo. Many thanks to
our charity committee. Thank you and God bless!

Metropolitan Anthony: **"Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom™*
The more deeply we live in the Holy Liturgy or according to circumstances that make us more
perceptive of its words, the more widely it unfolds before us, acquiring a greater depth revealing to
us things both human and divine.

How often have we heard at the beginning of the Beatitudes the words "Remember us, O Lord,
when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom!" — in the glory of Thy Kingship ... And these words sound
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so natural and simple. And yet, if we imagine for one moment that when the Lord Jesus Christ
comes in glory, having conquered for us and for God, overcome all evil, and made this world into
His Kingdom of love, of holiness, of perfect beauty — that one of us could be forgotten: what
would happen to us? Forgotten of God ... It is only because we are remembered that we exist, that
we live! It is only because He remembers us even when we forget ourselves and one another that
we continue to be sustained by the power of life which is His, by His blessing, by His sacrificial
love ... How wonderful it is to think that we are secure in God's all-remembrance, even when
people forget us! And it happens, it happens: | remember a dark day when | was with a family, and
the door opened, and a man who had been five years in the war and was thought to be dead,
walked in; his wife looked at him and said "You are alive? We thought you were dead!" ... And
these words meant, "we counted on your death, because once you were dead, life had begun anew,
in a new manner; | had met other people, | had married another man; you have come — and you
should not have come, you should have remained dead" ...

Can you imagine what this man felt? And can you imagine what would happen to anyone of us,
however sinful, if, standing before God we saw that He did not remember our name, our face, our
existence ... And how wonderfully inspiring it is to think that even if the whole world should forget
us — there is One Who will never, never forget: it is the Lord Jesus Christ, it is God One in the
Trinity, God Who is Love ...

Think of what happened in today's Gospel (Matthew 14:22-34): Peter, together with the other
disciples, saw Christ as a phantom, as a ghost walking on the waters, he was filled with terror: a
ghost! And they all cried out in fear. And Christ said "Fear not! It is I!" ... They were tossed by the
sea, as we are tossed by the circumstances of our life, by the storms that arise within us. But when
they heard the voice of Christ, Peter said, "Let me come unto Thee, walking on the waters.” He
knew it was impossible, humanly speaking, but it was possible because all things are possible to
God and in God ... And Christ said "Come!" ... And Peter left the frail security of the skiff in
which he was with the other disciples, and began to walk; and suddenly he looked at the sea
instead of looking at Christ, he looked at the storm instead of looking at Him Who is the Lord of
the storm, as He is the Prince of Peace. And because he remembered himself and the storm, he
began to drown; and that very moment when he had lost sight of God, he cried "Help!", and Christ
took him by the hand and brought him to shore.

Here again we see that even at moments when we are carried away by our fears, by our doubts,
carried away by the storm that rages within or around us, there is One Who remembers in love, in
compassion, in an understanding that goes beyond our own understanding. Because He has
plumbed all the depths of human frailty and has carried all the weight of human sin, He can say
"Fear not!" — and take us by the hand and save us.

Let us think for a moment of what that means: to be remembered, and what it means to all of us,
each of us that there should be people who remember us, for whom we exist, for whom we matter.
A French writer has said: To say to a person "l love you" is tantamount to saying "you shall never
die". Because it is a supreme affirmation of this person, a person who is thus affirmed, cannot fall
out of eternity, of God's eternity, because all love is of God. How wonderful that salvation is
offered and given, how wonderful that we may be partakers of this gift, granting it to others by our
love and by our eternal remembrance




&J\MM\Q\JAS}A\GAMM\@MU (20\)@\)5\@)&&\@@\‘;\)@\ ) Gpunasll e LY as 13
ML‘)@J\HM?@Q\FL}ULAJY‘L}G‘F‘JASLSJM\wu\uﬁ\J@‘J\uﬂ‘qu\;Li\}“\.ﬁds.c
u;ﬁaéwucmeluj‘}auw" ‘djs.:e.\.\;_:dﬂ\wwd.\;_u\@mﬁ\\ch\)\smj;b)dwuce}\l\j

(V40 Ja) ") gl

wm\q@@u}bha}ﬂm‘m\u;\w Abadl) (e U jeday Jaall g alladl 8 3ales Janl) 5 ) JassY) Bl
UAAM\}.:}SJU\AM\?@_&}?}BJMUS&} uwa&\\.«iuwm‘m\dmunﬁjhd\mj)\é\dw}w\
"“‘JM\L_!JSSA&LMLQL;GLAMJML’\A uau\m‘dtﬁ\ﬁéj
\J\h;)\m\d)}mc_uaqjau\(uu:u?l&;d\dd\ d;hdjdhcdjmc}@udswd)@_}aubuﬂnsdﬁuﬁu\daﬂ\
S Osady ol S ety Jd |l Gile 5 Blusl a0 ) Aol 8y pdll o JA ga 138 gany ) ald) e
\..duﬁ ummucum;uls a@ﬁjau\s?g_mus.\el u\ﬂ\@‘dﬁe@_d\mumu\sj‘;MY\@)LJ_‘\»\
@m\d}hﬂmm ‘(\i \L\;y)"ls;ja\.,uu\;jmcu‘j\wmjmumubjm‘_bj" \mwﬁ\JLA
) ) ) ) -Jé““-’ﬁ“—.’uxjﬂﬂ-‘
D lead B Wy s LS Ly 418 el _QM\Q}M\@GL@JSSJwM\@@\YJ\@,&.LQL»&\L@JSR.P.}M\
M?@_'\Slji\.mhﬂ\\))Sﬁa\rx@?wglcwﬁ\\JJLAJU;\A@ZUJLALA;:L&:\J\AB.AJJAS\QA\)SJJQ:’M\}.MM
O \J}Y\w)h)"w}ﬁw@iiuwﬁ\)jj@ el 4l s Oy U 5y el 5 gy (52103 paass
cojqﬂ\@w\@dm‘j\uﬁwbw@ujd;&wUs.\u\g_:;.abula .Lss«.:.&]\uﬁl.@_\s gy Y dasal)
chuﬁ\q&MAhu)pw\u\Su\ c\J@j.@W\wUM\@}Q}M\@WﬁUc.!ac\}i\‘;%&s}d\}
Al i o) 3 i s ) sas sl ) el ) Le o (81 sidlaia (s LY Y1 ol Lad
@(M\dg&gi)dw\agjﬂ\@zﬁy}‘@;&&Fﬁ@Mﬁy;Ng\dégjgg)x\djé\,z;‘y
s s aSUT | sanay s dallall aSllac i |5 4 SV Gl ala oS ) 65 (adld™ lzagl 5 ") 8 Gdl) aen il s L) e
RGP DY D P U RS FPURE| N PRORIN PO S P T B A IS LS LR G P WA
M\AMQ)JLJ?@_KS(\j;eyo\ojuklm‘)!"e@\d&*\y;o\oj@uye@s\aﬁ.ﬂ\&&Juudjégjﬁhﬁ‘ﬂ
eSS.uJ\LgJ}\j?S.\Jy‘UYDMU\JFY CJAS‘ \jJﬁh\eS&JAu\" )uﬁ\wjahmhwjd\udbdlﬂ Meh\j
w\uﬁcdﬂ\cksdlﬂj ).\S.ué\_\]\ cs"""“\ )3l CJJMMJ cdsl_mcjbd\

s sta Ol skl




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




