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Sunday, July 26, 2020
The Holy Righteous Martyr Paraskeva of Rome

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all
Church social events and gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the
public. Please do not attend. All liturgical services will be served with ONLY CLERGY. Please
watch the livestream of the service on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrelLZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: Galatians. (3:23-4:5)
Brethren, before faith came, we were confined under the Law, kept under restraint until faith
should be revealed. So that the Law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in Christ
Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to promise. | mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no better
than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until
the date set by the father. So with us; when we were children, we were slaves to the elemental
spirits of the universe. But when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, to redeem those
who were under the Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

5:4-23: :3 A
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew. (9:27-35)

At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud: “Have
mercy on us, Son of David.” When He entered the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus
said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He
touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were
opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, “See that no one knows it.” But they went away and
spread His fame through all that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was
brought to Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds
marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He casts
out demons by the prince of demons.” And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every
infirmity.
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To the Faithful of St. Nicholas Church:
These past few months have been unprecedented in the history of our parish. While we have not
been physically present in church, we have, thanks to Clemence Batarse and her team, still been
able to participate in the Divine Liturgy on Sunday through Live Streaming. As of this time, we do
not know when we can return to “normal.” We want to thank those who have continued to be
current on their pledge. We still have our financial responsibilities and your support enables us to
meet our obligations. The most convenient way to send your donation is through Online Giving.
Go to our website: stnicholas-sf.com and you will see “Click here to donate online” or mail a
check to the church office: 5200 Diamond Heights. Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131.
May our Lord continue to watch over you and your loved ones, protect us and keep us safe from
every adversary.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
+» Offered by Sub-Deacon Micheal, Zachary, & Gregory Khoury for the good health of Judy
Khoury on the special occasion of her birthday. God bless and many years!
s Offered by Nadim, Basma, Janan, Jim, Jennifer, Brandon, and Matthew Howell, Jane &
Oscar Moran for the good health of Ivette Howell on the special occasion of her birthday. God
bless and many years!

% THE HOLY GREAT MARTYR MARINA (MARGARET), FRIDAY JULY 17: Offered by
St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all those named Marina (Margaret), especially Marina
Khalaf, Margarett Qaqish, and Margarett Amjad Qaqish. God bless and many years! Also in

loving memory of Margo Hanhan and Margarett Qaqish. May their memory be eternal!

% THE GLORIOUS PROPHET ELIAS (ELIJAH), MONDAY JULY 20: Offered by St.
Nicholas Church for the good health of all those named Elias (Elijah), especially Dr. Elias
Hanna, Elias Batshon, Eli Hanna, Eli Saoud, Elias Tannous, Elias Katout, Elias Jadelrab,
Elias Khoury, Elias Hanhan, Loui Toufiq Hanhan, Loui Wajdi Nasser, Elias Akram Nasser,
Elias Shatara, Elias Shamia, Elias Qura, Elias Bazouzi, & Elias Shaheen. God bless and many
years! Also in loving memory of Elia Saoud, Elias Shatara, & Fr. Elias Bitar. May their
memory be eternal!
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DORMITION FAST (The Fast of St. Mary)
On August 1%t the fast of the Dormition feast of St. Mary starts, and it will end on August 15%, the
feast of the Dormition of St. Mary. During this fast we abstain from eating: Fish, Meat, Milk and
Dairy. On Transfiguration we may eat fish, olive oil and wine.
% The Paraklesis Service to the Virgin Mary (Every Friday @ 7:00 P.M.)
< Transfiguration Service a3 xe (Friday August 71

FOOD FOR PICK UP: We will be offering special food orders for pick up from the church kitchen.

Orders will be placed over the phone or via email by contacting the church office. Food options are as

follows: Half Chicken & Hashwei, Beef or Chicken Kebabs, and Kibbeh. Deadline to place orders is
Thursday July 30™ for pickup on Sunday August 2",

Metropolitan Anthony: Christ's miracles: We constantly read about Christ's miracles in the Holy
Gospels, and we ask ourselves, "why is it that such things were possible in those days, and yet we see so
few miracles in our own day?" | think there are three possible answers. The first is that we do not see the
miracles that surround us, we take everything for granted, as completely natural. We receive all the good
things from the hand of God as though they were normal, and we no longer see that life is a wonderful,
joyful miracle, that God wanted to create us, that He called us from non-being into being, laid open before
us the whole miracle of existence. Nor did He confine Himself to this. He called us to be His friends
forever, everlastingly to live the eternal, divine life. He revealed Himself to us; we know that He is, we
know Him in Christ as the God whose love did not falter even in the face of His own death which was to
save those He loves. And what about those miracles that are even less obvious to us, like health, like
peace, like friendship, like love? They are all pure miracles — you cannot buy them, you cannot force
anyone to give you his heart; and yet all around us there are so many hearts open to each other, so much
friendship, so much love. And our physical existence which we consider so natural — is not that a
miracle? That is the first point that | wanted to make: that the whole of life is a miracle. | know, of course,
that there is much, very much pain and horror in it, but at the same time such a quiet yet unwavering light
shines in the darkness: if only we could believe in the light, and so become children of light, as Christ
says, the bearers of light? There are two more remarks | should like to make. Today we read that the
people were in need, that the apostles noticed this need and spoke to the Lord about it. And the Lord said:
"It is up to you to relieve this need, to feed these hungry people”. "How?" they said, "we have only two
fishes and five loaves, can that possibly be enough for such a crowd?" And Christ blessed those fish and
those loaves and it was enough for the crowd. So what is expected of us in order that God can freely, by
His sovereign power, perform heavenly miracles on earth? First, that we should notice someone else's
need. So often we pass by it and do not open the door to God to allow Him to enter and do that which it is
impossible for us to do. Let us open our eyes in order to see the needs of the people around us — material,
psychological, spiritual; the loneliness and longing and countless other needs. And another thing that the
Lord urges upon His disciples is, "give everything that you have, and we shall be able to feed them all."”
The disciples did not leave aside some fish and some bread for themselves, they gave it all to the Lord.
And because they gave everything, the Kingdom of God, the kingdom of love, the kingdom where God
can act freely and untrammeled, was established and all were satisfied. This call is addressed to us also:
when we see want, let us give all, and all will be well. Now a final remark: when the paralytic about whom
we read a few weeks ago was brought to Christ He saw the people's faith and cured the sick man. We can
supply the faith that is lacking in those around us, we can carry them on our faith as on a stretcher. But
faith is not enough; in the case of the paralytic there was not only the faith that the Lord could heal him,
but there was caring love for the sick man. If only there were such love amongst us the beginning of the
Kingdom of God would already be established in our midst, and God could act freely. Let us consider this,
for every one of God's miracles was introduced, and so to speak conditioned, by the participation of man.
It depends on us that the Kingdom which we pray and long for should be established on earth, that
Kingdom which we are called on to build together with God and in His name.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




