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Sunday, August 23, 2020

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all
Church social events and gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the
public. Please watch the livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

COMMUNION: As you know, it is very important in our faith to regularly take Communion.
Many of us have not had the blessing of taking it since the pandemic started. For those who’d like
to take it, Communion will be available this Sunday and every Sunday, AFTER CHURCH BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY. Please call Father George at 586 214 4428 to set up your appointment.
God bless!

BEIRUT, LEBANON: Our hearts are with the victims of the explosion in Beirut. We pray
for the speedy recovery of those injured and for the mercy of those who have lost their lives.
Our Archdiocese and the churches in Beirut have been hit hard by the explosion.
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Our beloved Metropolitan JOSEPH is asking for all the help you are able to provide. To
make donations, please mail a check here to St. Nicholas earmarked with “For Beirut” in the
memo or make a donation on our website. We will send a donation on top of all of the
donations we collect through our Archdiocese to Beirut. God bless.

We’d like to sincerely thank all those who responded quickly to the humanitarian needs of
our people in Lebanon. Your generosity is truly appreciated. So far, we’ve raised around
$7,000 but our goal is to raise $10,000. Our website is still open and you can still mail checks.
Thank you in advance. God bless you and your families.
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THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:2-12)

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those who
would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be
accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only
Barnabas and | who have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his
own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without
getting some of the milk? Do | say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is
written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.” Is it for
oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake,
because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we
have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits? If others share
this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right,
but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of Christ.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Matthew. (18:23-35)
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed
him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him,
‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him the lord of that
servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one
of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I
forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as [ had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay
all his debt. So also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”
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THANK YOU: We would like to give a very special thank you to our Ladies Auxiliary for all the
time, energy, money, and hard work they put into the food catering. Their efforts will go a long
way to help our people back in Lebanon. We received an overwhelming number of orders this

week for the Katayef so we will be making them again in the next couple weeks. Please stay tuned!

To the Faithful of St. Nicholas Church: These past few months have been unprecedented in the
history of our parish. While we have not been physically present in church, we have, thanks to
Clemence Batarse and her team, still been able to participate in the Divine Liturgy on Sunday
through Live Streaming. As of this time, we do not know when we can return to “normal.” We
want to thank those who have continued to be current on their pledge. We still have our financial
responsibilities and your support enables us to meet our obligations. The most convenient way to
send your donation is through Online Giving. Go to our website: stnicholas-sf.com and you will
see “Click here to donate online” or mail a check to the church office. May our Lord continue to
watch over you and your loved ones, protect us and keep us safe from every adversary.

Metropolitan Anthony: Mercy and Justice
Today’s gospel is about mercy, and it seems to us so often from the experience we have of our
earthly relationships that the gap between justice and mercy is almost unbridgeable. It seems that
the two are in contradiction. Don't we always fall into the trap of being unjust when we try to be
merciful and so hard when we try to observe mercy. Did not one of the great writers of the past say
that a judge is at the same time below the level of man and above the level of man: above —
because he has a power which is superhuman to judge and to condemn, below — because it is not
given him to have mercy.
And yet Holy Scripture teaches us that in God justice and mercy have met. But the justice which
we find in God is so different from the kind of justice which we try to apply. For us to observe
justice is to pass a right judgement and then either to revoke it or to pardon but without being able
within ourselves to reconcile compassion and severity. So often when we want to be just, severe,
we must force our heart to be silent. Such is not the way of God. Christ says in the Gospel that our
justice must be beyond the justice of Scribes and Pharisees, beyond the people who try to be
righteous before God, who try to be spotless before Him.
What is God’s justice? We can see it in the Old Testament and the New Testament in a way which
at times may frighten us, that the justice of God consists first of all — and this is perhaps the most
frightening example Christ gives us — in recognizing for everybody the right to be himself even if
he is in the wrong, even if he follows evil ways. Oh, it does not mean that we can come to terms
with evil, accept the ways of it, but we must learn to distinguish, as God does, between an evil
deed and a person, between the sickness unto death of a person wounded by sin and possessed of
evil, and a person whom God has willed and loved into the world and for whom He proved ready
to live and to die. God knows how to distinguish. One of the most frightening and striking
examples of it can be found in the very beginning of human history when Cain murders his brother
Abel and then feels that not only God’s rejection but man's hatred will hunt him down. And the
Lord says to him, ‘I will put My seal on thy forehead and no one will kill you.” And by doing this
God recognizes that He has given freedom, a frightening freedom to man and that He is to
guarantee the freedom and even its misuse — but not only that.
If that was the case, then God would be responsible for all the evil of the world and we could
condemn Him for all the suffering that is ours, for all the horror that has been in human history.
But there is one more thing God does. He takes upon Himself all the consequences of deliberate or
foolish human choices. He takes them upon Himself and carries the consequences upon His
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shoulders. Christ's incarnation, the incarnation of the Son of God, the life, the suffering, the death,
the dereliction upon the Cross, the descent into hell of Christ, the Son of the Living God become
the Son of Man, are different manners in which God covers, takes upon Himself the consequences
of human evil and evil in the world. His justice consists in accepting the other one on his own
terms but also in paying the cost of human folly and human evil.

And here love, sacrificial love and justice as we do not either understand or exercise it meet in a
way which can frighten. To recognize in another person even when this person is endangering our
integrity, our life, a human being whom we are called to take upon ourselves and carry and save, is
something which few achieve. | have mentioned to a certain number of you the story of a woman
of this parish who is now coming step by step to her death. When she was young she was taken to
prison in the course of the Russian Revolution. She underwent interrogations, and one night when
she had been interrogated for hours and hours and felt that she could no longer endure it, she felt
that she must break the spell even if she must suffer for it, even if it meant punishment... and she
turned to her interrogator ready to challenge, to insult him, but make an end to this endless
torment. And suddenly she saw on the other side of the interrogation table a man pale, grey with
tiredness, with anguish on his face because he was exhausted. And she suddenly saw him as a
human being, not an enemy but one whom the cruel circumstances of human history had put on
one side of the table while she was on the other. And having seen him a human being, she smiled
at him. The interrogation did not come to an end. He smiled back, but he continued to interrogate
her. But she was now beyond the power of being destroyed. She had seen a man; she would
answer now with patience to a man and be gradually drawn to her tomb without hatred, without
bitterness in an act of surrender.

This is a great example, but it is not taken from the Scriptures, which seems so often remote, nor
from the lives of saints, which seem to be beyond us, but from the life of a woman who is one of
us. Can't we understand that the first act of justice which may lead us to stern action unto salvation
of the evildoer, is first of all to recognize in him the right, to hate in him the evil that possesses
him, to hate in him all that is destruction in him, but to serve him, indeed to worship him, to serve
him as we would serve our God, to serve him unto salvation. The distance between justice and
mercy seems to be infinitely great in our lives. We must learn to discover what it means to love
unto salvation and to be just with the crucified love of the living God, which He has left with us as
our most precious and holy gift, the Church.




daaall g das )

L;uul.a «g_a\)md\a_t}ﬁ.qa_t_).\s\m\yy» cu\w\h;yuScMﬂudj\jcu\M\u}ﬁAuc\).L\S&}uueﬁ.\
Sl Ao Wl il () 6K o) Fea e Sl & S

| slaal o gand a1 58S |5y Of i Vs e S 8 G ) 6 ¢ (Y)Y Bl oSlals 8 al o Slay ol J
mmmukuju)ﬁd\ucdm\éut)mhb d\.m«_ul\\jq;.aeiujm‘;\

Ladic o Mdomdd}jm_}u&\J;\A&cMJJUY\oMaM\_}y.ﬁAu\SmJPM&_!)S\UAA?).\S\J.\;_\\L@
Ll wﬂ\@yé@\&\@j;%yé@ﬁjcm%bcd.dﬁcl\mdb}amul_i);\\L‘:@.\]\cb})mc);
Q\.}\dm‘)uSdmﬂ‘)P‘)Ju\de,_mu\S\A\dd\ﬁ}cméck_\mcefYL\d;)M\&mels

oS i V5 me Gy B g g Bl Ao Gl G 058 Y O s A0 Wl W B sl (W i) ) JS
Ald Wlide 0S5 Ol d g ¢ sy dle i ) Jlas Gl () 53 000 (il Ll (YA 2 4ladle ) (s zemsall (8 2a)
AT Y gl i Al AT Ul (i) s ol Aea ) e s daid o 53 e Y

ASlaall 3 55 juia ¥ () JU88 Liags Lal () 538l 28l aSlaall | gl 5 cqqdpnadly Gpaadl 5 ccpally Gually (o5&l IS sl agall b
Y i (£ 11) blaad A 8 Gy siaall |l 10558 Jal (G T A 8 Gl ol JE ) oSy Lo b
Aol s gl alal ¢y sia sl oy

b O] e W33 13 g Gaditse s el e alalii US (o)) Uil 5 colen ) US 1Y) Lan j ulil) Jalad LS Gilalay 4l
A elas & Ja Y culy il e ads Je 388 iy e J8 Gl Gsaed (@IS 0S8 dasad IS Al dladl)
) N ) g afial 13) il aday (e 4l (Uas]
‘L—IJA-IJA‘JJAJ—I?S\J‘} Ll e aal g JBYL Ly o ) ‘wu\umu\‘_g\ ‘uﬂ\m‘;h\}f\‘;\umuds
Lgd.u:\ (_gﬂ\ RPOA|IEYY )sudﬂ\ Ol 13 o oS8 cslile Lgd.u:\ Lgi\} L) ""cs"'“\ Lgﬂ\ Cail 13ed g, aluis) AJL;‘_“AUA.\S
_@cdm\tﬁﬂ\dbw@;ﬂwu)ﬁ\uﬁd*‘ﬁmgﬂc

JS Gle il gl S o abes ) cans oS0s Al ) 138 e snd) aY) Ia i Y OUS LY € i Y 1L
Ll Gl el o) agdh o) camgs o B ol s clasi] (6f e Al b3 38 s 08 jall die e 53 US (ol 1 ddas
a@)é\@dﬂ\w\jdﬂgw\e@i&\}“_US\(‘;@_\;.\U\LSSJL\ u}\L;.'Js
u;ﬁ‘)}\eg_\;\b\c?@_ach\}J\Sb\eMwu\wuu e)u.uuﬁwu\@uccjjaaﬂa&éccu;Jth\
Gug s Ol kel




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




