M.ﬁjﬁ)‘!\ Z\,,\S\.ha\!\ Vel jla :\M...I.\s
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. Michel Khoury
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Parish Council Chairman: Ramzi Srouji
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

N
1
C
H
o
L
A
S

Sunday, August 30, 2020

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all
Church social events and gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the
public. Please watch the livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

COMMUNION: As you know, it is very important in our faith to regularly take Communion.
Many of us have not had the blessing of taking it since the pandemic started. For those who’d like
to take it, Communion will be available this Sunday and every Sunday, AFTER CHURCH BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY. Please call Father George at 586 214 4428 to set up your appointment.
God bless!

BEIRUT, LEBANON: We’d like to thank all those who responded quickly to the
humanitarian needs of our people in Lebanon. Your generosity is truly appreciated.
God bless you and your families.

THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians (15:1-11)
Brethren, | would remind you in what terms | preached to you the Gospel, which you received, in
which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in vain. For |
delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He rose on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He appeared to
more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen
asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the Apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born,
He appeared also to me. For | am the least of the Apostles, unfit to be called an Apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me
was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the
grace of God, which is with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you believed.
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew (19:16-26)
At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, “Good Teacher, what good deed
must [ do, to have eternal life?”” And He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good
but One, that is, God. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him,
“Which?” And Jesus said, “You shall not kill, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal,
you shall not bear false witness, honor your father and mother, and you shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” The young man said to Him, “All these I have observed; what do I still lack?”” Jesus said
to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this, he went away
sorrowful; for he had great possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, it will
be hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the
disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus
looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.”

(19:16-26) Aa
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FOOD CATERING FOR PICKUP: This week’s food is Katayef, a very special and delicious
dessert. $3/piece. Place your order by Friday August 28" for pickup on Sunday August 30™"
between 10:30 AM and 1:30 PM. Please call the church office or Randa Shatara at 415 871 1043
to place your order. Thank you to the Ladies Auxiliary for all the hard work!




To the Faithful of St. Nicholas Church:
These past few months have been unprecedented in the history of our parish. While we have not
been physically present in church, we have, thanks to Clemence Batarse and her team, still been
able to participate in the Divine Liturgy on Sunday through Live Streaming. As of this time, we do
not know when we can return to “normal.” We want to thank those who have continued to be
current on their pledge. We still have our financial responsibilities and your support enables us to
meet our obligations. The most convenient way to send your donation is through Online Giving.
Go to our website: stnicholas-sf.com and you will see “Click here to donate online” or mail a
check to the church office. May our Lord continue to watch over you and your loved ones, protect
us and keep us safe from every adversary.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Sally Habeeb. God bless
and many years!

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
% Teen SOYO & Young Adults Bible Study: Every other Monday. Next one August 31% @
7PM via zoom.
< Teen SOYO Movie Night Under the Stars: Friday, September 11" @ 6PM. This is a
joint event with Church Of The Redeemer in Los Altos. Bring your own blankets and
snacks. Sign up sheet and flyer will be shared.
% Teen SOYO Elections: Sunday September 13" @ 2PM. Live via zoom and/or Instagram.

Metropolitan Anthony: The Rich Young Man
The Lord warns us today of how difficult it is for a man who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God.
Does it mean that the Kingdom of God is open only to destitute, to those who are materially poor,
who lack everything on earth? No. The Kingdom of God is open to all who are not enslaved by
possessions. When we read the first Beatitude, 'Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven’, we are given a key to this saying: the poor in spirit are those who have
understood that they possess nothing which is their own. We have been created as an act of God,
loved into existence; we are offered by God communion with Him to which we have no rights. All
we are, all we possess is not our own in the sense that we have not made ourselves, we did not
create what is seemingly ours - everything which we are and which we have is love, the love of
God and the love of people, and we cannot possess anything because everything is a gift that
escapes us the moment we want to have possession of it and say, "It is mine".
On the other hand, the Kingdom of God is really the kingdom of those who are aware that they are
infinitely rich because we can expect everything from love divine and from human love. We are
rich because we possess nothing, we are rich because we are given all things; and so, it is difficult
for one who imagines that he is rich in his own right to belong to that kingdom in which
everything is a sign of love, and nothing can be possessed, as it were - taken away from others;
because the moment we say that we possess something which is not given us either by God or by
human care, we subtract it from the mystery of love.
On the other hand, the moment we cling to anything we become slaves of it. | remember when |
was young, a man telling me: Don't you understand that the moment you have taken a copper coin
in your hand and are not prepared to open your hand to let it go, you have lost the use of a hand,
the use of an arm, the use of your body, because all your attention will be concentrated on not
losing this copper coin, - the rest will be forgotten.
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Whether we keep in our hand a copper coin, or whether we feel rich in so many other ways -
intellectually, emotionally, materially is irrelevant, - we are prisoners, we have lost the use of a
limb, the use of our mind, the use of our heart; we can no longer be free, and the Kingdom of God
Is a kingdom of freedom.

On the other hand also, how difficult it is to one who has never lacked anything, who has always
possessed more than he needs, to be aware of the poverty or the need of another: poverty -
material, emotional or intellectual, or any other lack. It requires a great deal of understanding and
sympathy, it requires from us that we should learn to be attentive to the movements of other
people’s hearts and to their material needs in order to respond to them. One says in Russian ‘A
satisfied person no longer understands a hungry one'; which of us can say that we are hungry in
any respect? And this is why we do not understand the needs of people - of one another here, or of
people beyond the confines of our congregation.

So, let us reflect on that; poverty does not mean destitution; it means freedom from enslavement to
an illusion that we are self-sufficient, self-contained, the creator of what we are and what we
possess. And also free from enslavement to what is given us to make husbandmen of God.

Let us reflect on this; because if we learn this, if we learn what Saint Paul said that whether he is
rich, whether he is destitute, he is equally rich because his richness is in God and in the human
love. Then we will be able, whether we possess material things or not, to be free of them, and to
belong to God's Kingdom which is a Kingdom of mutual love, or mutual solidarity, of compassion
for one another, of giving to one another what we were given freely.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




