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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
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5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. Michel Khoury
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Parish Council Chairman: Ramzi Srouji
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

Sunday, September 06, 2020
The miracle of the Archangel Michael in Colossae
IMPORTANT NOTICE: We regret to inform you that the city and county of San Francisco has
decided to slow down the state of California’s reopening plan for churches.

We were excited to share the news with you but, unfortunately, the city’s new plan for churches
has pushed back reopening to the public. The goal for San Francisco is now to reopen at the end of
September for indoor services. Here is the mayor’s announcement:
https://sfmayor.org/article/mayor-london-breed-announces-san-franciscos-plan-further-reopening-
businesses-and-activities
Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. Please watch the
livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrelL ZpVhzVGZk|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!
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COMMUNION: As you know, it is very important in our faith to regularly take Communion.
Many of us have not had the blessing of taking it since the pandemic started. For those who’d like
to take it, Communion will be available this Sunday and every Sunday, AFTER CHURCH BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY. Please call Father George at 586 214 4428 to set up your appointment.
God bless!

THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians (16:13-24) Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be
courageous, and be strong. Let all that you do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know that the
household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the
service of the saints; | urge you to be subject to such men and to every fellow worker and laborer. |
rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have made up for your
absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such men. The churches of
Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty
greetings in the Lord. All the brethren send greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write
this greeting with my own hand. If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord,
come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Matthew (21:33-42)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a
hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went
into another country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get
his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again
he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did the same to them. Afterward he sent his
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” And they took him
and cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable
death, and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus
said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The very stone which the builders rejected
has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?’”
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To the Faithful of St. Nicholas Church:
These past few months have been unprecedented in the history of our parish. While we have not
been physically present in church, we have, thanks to Clemence Batarse and her team, still been
able to participate in the Divine Liturgy on Sunday through Live Streaming. As of this time, we do
not know when we can return to “normal.” We want to thank those who have continued to be
current on their pledge. We still have our financial responsibilities and your support enables us to
meet our obligations. The most convenient way to send your donation is through Online Giving.
Go to our website: stnicholas-sf.com and you will see “Click here to donate online” or mail a
check to the church office. May our Lord continue to watch over you and your loved ones, protect
us and keep us safe from every adversary.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
Offered by Elham Azar and family for the good health of Azar, Elham, David, Taleen, and
Mila. God bless and many years!
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FOOD CATERING FOR PICKUP: We would like to thank all the ladies who donated and
worked on the food during the month of August: Khourien Eman Baalbaki, Inam Shami, Mona
Mansour, Sue Rantisi, Suha Rantisi, Janet Bagleh, Leila Paolina, Odette Najjar, Elham Azar, Rana
Abuyaghi, Noura Abuyaghi, Juliette Najjar, and Randa Shatara. Thank you for your hard work!
For pickup on Sunday September 13" we will be offering Tahal (Stuffed Spleen) for $5/piece.
Janet Azar will be offering Hilbeh (Dessert) for $2/piece or $7/quarter of a sheet.

Please order by Thursday September 10"". Thank you and God bless.

Tahal (Stuffed spleen):

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
< Teen SOYO Movie Night Under the Stars: Friday, September 11" @ 6PM. This is a
joint event with Church Of The Redeemer in Los Altos. Bring your own blankets and
snacks. Sign up sheet and flyer will be shared.
< Teen SOYO Elections: Sunday September 13" @ 2PM. Live via zoom and/or Instagram.

Metropolitan Anthony: The Rich Young Man
The Lord warns us today of how difficult it is for a man who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God.
Does it mean that the Kingdom of God is open only to destitute, to those who are materially poor,
who lack everything on earth? No. The Kingdom of God is open to all who are not enslaved by
possessions. When we read the first Beatitude, 'Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven’, we are given a key to this saying: the poor in spirit are those who have
understood that they possess nothing which is their own. We have been created as an act of God,
loved into existence; we are offered by God communion with Him to which we have no rights. All
we are, all we possess is not our own in the sense that we have not made ourselves, we did not
create what is seemingly ours - everything which we are and which we have is love, the love of
God and the love of people, and we cannot possess anything because everything is a gift that
escapes us the moment we want to have possession of it and say, "It is mine".
On the other hand, the Kingdom of God is really the kingdom of those who are aware that they are
infinitely rich because we can expect everything from love divine and from human love. We are
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saints of these islands, by the Gospel of love and humanity. Consider all this and ask yourselves,
‘am I not a worker in the vineyard, and am I not one of those who pushes Christ away every time
He enters my life? Do | not say: get off my path, get out of my life — | want to be the God, the
master, | want to manage everything.” Thus speaks each one of us, not so rudely, not so
blasphemously, but in actions, in rotten words.

We must come to our senses. | have said many times that we are saved because God loves us; yet
not by the love of God only, but by our response to this love. If our wish is merely to reap the
fruits of the Gross, of the crucifixion, of the days of the passion, and return nothing to God, and
give nothing to our neighbour for whom God died, except a momentary thought, we are alien to
everything that God accomplished for us.

Let us therefore stand before the warning, the reminder in today's Gospel and face the question,
‘where is my gratitude? Do I embody it not only in words, which are rare enough but in deeds?’
Let us pass judgement on ourselves and start a new life. Gratitude to God consists in being a joy to
Him, and to our neighbour a support, a saviour and a joy. Let us begin today to bear the fruits of
what we have just learned from God through Christ. Amen.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




