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Sunday, September 27, 2020

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), we are now allowed to be
open for indoor services for a very limited number of people. If you’d like to attend Sunday
Divine Liturgy, please reach out to Father George at (586) 214 4428.

You can still watch the livestream of the services on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

MEMORIAL SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY OCTOBER 4TH:
Six Month Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Chris (Atwan) Ghanim offered by his

family. May His Memory Be Eternal!

COMMUNION: As you know, it is very important in our faith to regularly take Communion.
Many of us have not had the blessing of taking it since the pandemic started. For those who’d like
to take it, Communion will be available this Sunday and every Sunday, AFTER CHURCH BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY. Please call Father George at 586 214 4428 to set up your appointment.
God bless!

THE EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians. (6:1-10)

Brethren, working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in
vain. For He says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of
salvation.” Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God
we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge,
forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute
and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known;
as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
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THE GOSPEL: Luke. (5:1-11)

At that time, Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And He saw two boats by the
lake; but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the
boats, which was Simon’s, Jesus asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and
taught the people from the boat. And when Jesus had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all
night and took nothing! But at Thy word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this,
they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners
in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they
began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch
of fish, which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching

en.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.
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To the Faithful of St. Nicholas Church:
These past few months have been unprecedented in the history of our parish. While we have not
been physically present in church, we have, thanks to Clemence Batarse and her team, still been
able to participate in the Divine Liturgy on Sunday through Live Streaming. As of this time, we do
not know when we can return to “normal.” We want to thank those who have continued to be
current on their pledge. We still have our financial responsibilities and your support enables us to
meet our obligations. The most convenient way to send your donation is through Online Giving.
Go to our website: stnicholas-sf.com and you will see “Click here to donate online” or mail a
check to the church office. May our Lord continue to watch over you and your loved ones, protect
us and keep us safe from every adversary.

CONGRATULATIONS:
And best wishes to Ramzi & Tamara Srouji on the birth of their baby girl Mila Srouji.
God bless and many beautiful years!
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CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to our newly elected Teen SOYO Officers! May
God Bless & Grant them many years!
¢ Nick Saba- President
s Mary Mia Hanhan- Vice President
s Angelina Bouri- Secretary

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
< FALL VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL: Starting Sunday October 11™. The deadline to
register is October 4. Please encourage all of your children to participate. Make sure each
participating Sunday school student is registered. We will be sending each of them boxes
filled with exactly what they need for the school year. One form per student. See you all
soon! Please register your children here: https://form.jotform.com/202536382231145

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
% Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Faisal Jaber and his
family. God bless and many years!
s Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of George Samara.
God bless and many years!
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Metropolitan Anthony: PRAYER TODAY
Life and prayer are completely inseparable. A life without prayer is a life which is unaware of an
essential dimension of existence. It is a flat life, without depth, a two-dimensional life in space and
time. It is a life that is satisfied with the visible, with our neighbor, but with our physical neighbor,
in whom we fail to discover the immensity and eternity of his destiny. The value of prayer consists
in discovering, affirming and living in accordance with the fact that everything has a dimension of
eternity and of boundlessness. The world in which we live is not a profane world; it is a world
which we know only too well how to profane, but in itself it comes from the hands of God, it is
loved by God. The value which God attaches to it is the life and death of his Son, and prayer
manifests our recognition of this fact, our discovery of the fact that in the eyes of God every person
around us, everything around us has a sacred value and, being loved by God, becomes precious to
us. Not to pray is to leave God out of our existence, — not only God, but all that He signifies for
the world He created, the world in which we live. Now we often think that it is difficult to
coordinate life and prayer. This is a complete mistake, resulting from a false idea of life as well as
of prayer. We think that life consists of being on the move and that prayer consists in going off
somewhere into retirement and forgetting all about our neighbor and our human situation. This is
untrue! It is a slander against life and a slander against prayer itself.
In order to understand prayer one must first get into solidarity with the whole reality of man, with
his destiny and that of the whole world: assume it totally. And that is the essential act which God
accomplished in the Incarnation. This is the total aspect of what we call intercession. Ordinarily
when we think of intercession we think that it consists of politely reminding God of what he has
forgotten to do. Intercession consists of taking a step which brings us to the heart of tragic
situations, — a step which has the same quality as the one taken by Christ, who became man once
for all. It means stepping into the heart of situations from which we can never find our way out
again; a Christian, Christ-like solidarity which is simultaneously oriented towards two opposite
poles. Christ incarnate, true man and true God, has total solidarity with man in his sin when he
turns towards God, and total solidarity with God when he turned towards man. It is this double
solidarity which makes us in a sense a stranger to both sides and at the same time united with both
sides. This is fundamentally our Christian situation.
You ask, «What shall we do?» Prayer arises from two sources: either from our wonder at God and
the things of God — our neighbor and the world around us, in spite of its shadows; or else from
the sense of tragedy, our own, and especially other people's. Berdyaev said: «When | am hungry it
is a physical fact; if my neighbor is hungry it is a moral fact.» That is the tragedy as it appears to
us at every moment. My neighbor is always hungry: he is not always hungry for bread, he is
sometimes hungry for a human gesture, a glance of affection. And this is where prayer begins, in
this sensitization to the wonders and the tragedy. As long as this lasts, everything is easy: in
wonder we pray easily, just as we pray easily when we are in the grip of a sense of tragedy.
But otherwise? At other times life and prayer must be made one. For instance, get up in the
morning, stand before God and say: «Lord, bless me, and bless this day that is beginning», and
then treat the whole day as a gift of God and consider yourself as God's envoy in this unknown
which is the new day. This simply means something very difficult: that nothing which happens
today will be alien to the will of God: everything without exception is a situation in which God
will have placed you in order that you should be His presence, his love, his compassion, his
creative intelligence, his courage... And on the other hand, every time you encounter a situation,
you will be the one whom God has put there to perform the office of a Christian, to be a particle of
the body of Christ and an action of God.




If you do that, you will easily see that at every moment you will have to turn to God and say:
«Lord, clarify my intelligence, strengthen and direct my will, give me a heart of fire, help me.» At
other moments you may say: «Thank you, Lord!» And if you are wise and know how to be
thankful, you will avoid the folly that is called vanity or pride, which consists of imagining that
one has done something that one could have left undone. It is God who has done it. It is God who
has given us this marvelous gift of having that to do.

And when in the evening you present yourself again before God and make a quick examination of
the day, you will be able to sing his praises, glorify Him, thank Him, weep over others and weep
over yourself. If you begin to connect your prayer to life in this way, the two will never again be
separated, and life will be like a fuel which at every moment is feeding a fire that becomes richer
and richer, more and more burning, and which little by little will transform you yourself into that
burning bush that is told about in Scripture.




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




