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Sunday, October 25, 2020

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN!
If you plan to attend, please wear a mask and use hand sanitizer when you walk inside.
Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick or have any symptoms of sickness.
You can still watch the livestream of the services on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: Galatians. (1:11-19)

Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel which was preached by me is not man’s
gospel. For | did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through a revelation of
Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the Church of
God violently and tried to destroy it; and | advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age
among my people; so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. But when He Who
had set me apart before | was born, and had called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His
Son to me, in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, | did not confer with flesh and
blood, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were Apostles before me, but | went away into
Arabia; and again | returned to Damascus. Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit
Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But | saw none of the other Apostles except James
the Lord’s brother.
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THE GOSPEL : Luke. (8:26-39)

At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And
as He stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who had demons; for a long time he
had worn no clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he
cried out and fell down before him, and said with a loud voice, “What hast Thou to do with me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 1 beseech Thee, do not torment me.” For Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. [For many a time it had seized him; he was
kept under guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was driven by the
demon into the desert.] Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion”; for
many demons had entered him. And they begged Jesus not to command them to depart into the
abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside; and they begged Jesus to let
them enter these. So He gave them leave. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When the
herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and told it in the city and in the country. Then people
went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the
demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they were
afraid. And those who had seen it told them how he who had been possessed with demons was
healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart
from them; for they were seized with great fear; so He got into the boat and returned. The man
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with Jesus; but Jesus sent him away,
saying, “Return to your home, and declare all that God has done for you.” And he went away,
proclaiming throughout the whole city all that Jesus had done for him.
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SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES:
s Deepest sympathy and condolences to the El-Far family, especially V. Rev. Alexander El-
Far for the passing of his Brother, Hanna Khalil EI-Far. May his memory be eternal!
s Deepest sympathy and condolences to the Shami family, especially Suzan Shami for the
passing of her Father, Jalil Bishara Al-Shami. May his memory be eternal!

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
% Offered by Nadim, Basma, Janan, Jim, lvette, Jennifer, & Brandon Howell, Jane & Oscar
Moran for the continued good health of Matthew Howell on the special occasion of his
birthday on October 26". God bless and many years!
% Offered by Sub Dn. Michel, Judy, & Zachary Khoury for the good health of Gregory
Khoury on the special occasion of his birthday. God bless and many years.




T-SHIRTS & POLOS FOR SALE: The money raised from this fundraiser will go toward the
Young Adult Ministry. In the past, we were able to do some very amazing things with the funds
we've been allocated. For example; volunteer and donate over 500 sandwiches to the homeless
In the tenderloin, rent spaces to have social gatherings like last year's Christmas party and the
two previous visits to Spark Social, or just donate to a cause in need. Sign up here before we sell
out of your size! https://forms.gle/P9G7r3uylc7iJW4c6

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stnicksf
Instagram: @STNICKSF https://www.instagram.com/stnicksf/
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel.ZpVhzVGZK|DIA

SANTA CRUZ PARISHIONER IN NEED: We are teaming up with the Northern California
Deanery in support for a fellow Antiochian parishioner from Saints Peter and Paul, who lost
everything during the Santa Cruz fires. "Our beloved brother in Christ Deacon Dave & his wife Sh.
Karla Newberry have lost their home of 20+ years to the devastating August CZU Wildfire. Dn.
Dave & his extended family of 8 have served our sister Parish Sts. Peter & Paul for more than 45
years. Unfortunately, his home was underinsured and insurance costs have barely covered the cost
of the mortgage.” Their goal is to raise enough money to buy him a trailer to live in. Any amount
donated is greatly appreciated. It has been such a tragedy in the last few months with all the fires
and the people it has affected, may God grant them strength and allow them to recover from their
tribulations. Donate to St. Nicholas Church with a check earmarked “Deacon Dave” or to the
GoFundMe link here: https://gf.me/u/y3vids
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
% TEEN SOYO & YOUNG ADULTS VIRTUAL RETREAT with HIS EMINENCE

METROPOLITAN JOSEPH: Sunday October 25" at 4PM. Please try to join us! RSVP
with the Church Youth Director.

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION:
% Offered by the Habeeb family in loving memory of our beloved Sister in Christ, Salma
(Sally) Habeeb. May her memory be eternal!
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House of God: What's Inside an Orthodox Church? Rev. Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald
The visitor to an Orthodox Church is usually impressed by the unique features and the external
differences between this place of worship and those of the various traditions of Western
Christianity. The rich color, distinctive iconography and beauty of the interior of an Orthodox
Church generally are in sharp contrast to the simplicity which one finds in many Roman Catholic
and Protestant churches. When one enters the interior of the Orthodox church it is like stepping
into a whole new world of color and light. The art and design of the church not only create a
distinctive atmosphere of worship, but they also reflect and embody many of the fundamental
insights of Orthodoxy.

Beauty and Symbols
The Orthodox Church believes that God is the Creator of heaven and earth. The Creator is present
through His creative energies of His handiwork. This means that the material world, being
valuable and good, is an important means through which God expresses Himself. The Orthodox
Church affirms this conviction through her extensive use of material creation not only for the
embellishment of her places of worship, but also in her sacramental mysteries and services. For
example, when the bread and wine - "the first fruits of creation” - are offered in the Eucharist, they
are also a symbolic offering of all creation to God its Creator. Since there is no hesitation in using
the gifts of creation, the interior of an Orthodox church is frequently very beautiful. Designed to
create an atmosphere which is special, the building is filled with a feeling of joy and an
appreciation of God's bounty. Orthodoxy recognizes that beauty is an important dimension of
human life. Through iconography and church appointments, the beauty of creation becomes a very
important means of praising God. The divine gifts of the material world are shaped and fashioned
by human hands into an expression of beauty which glorifies the Creator. As the pious woman
poured her most precious oil on the feet of Our Lord, Orthodoxy seeks always to offer to God what
Is best and most beautiful.
The Altar
The Altar or Holy Table is the heart and focal point of the Orthodox Church. It is here that
eucharistic gifts of bread and wine are offered to the Father as Christ commanded us to do. The
altar, which is usually square in shape, stands away from the wall and is often covered with cloths.
A tabernacle, with reserved Holy Communion for the sick or dying, is set upon the Altar, together
with candles. When the Divine Liturgy is not being celebrated, the Book of Gospels rests on the
Altar. Behind the Altar is a large cross with the painted figure of Christ.
Iconostasion

The Iconostasion is the panel of icons which separates the sanctuary from the nave. The origin of
this very distinctive part of an Orthodox church is the ancient custom of placing icons on a low
wall before the sanctuary. In time, the icons became fixed on a standing wall, hence the term
iconostasion. In contemporary practice, the Iconostasion may be very elaborate and conceal most
of the sanctuary, or it may be very simple and open. The Iconostasion has three entrances which
are used during services. There is a Deacon Door on either side, and the center entrance which is
called the Royal Door. A curtain or door, usually conceals the Altar when services are not being
celebrated. On the right-hand side of the Iconostasion are always the icons of Christ and St. John
the Baptist. On the left-hand side are always the icons of the Theotokos (Mother of our Lord) and
the patron saint or event to which the church is dedicated. In addition to these icons, others may be
added, depending upon custom and space.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




