
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

CHURCH IS OPEN!  

If you plan to attend, please wear a mask and use hand sanitizer when you walk inside. 

Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick or have any symptoms of sickness. 

You can still watch the livestream of the services on our social media. 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWreLZpVhzVGZkjDIA 

We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless! 
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NATIVITY FAST: November 15
th

 - December 24
th

 We would like to 

wish you a happy Advent season! 

Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period preceding the Christmas season in 

which we abstain from meat and dairy products. Eating fish is allowed 

except Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like 

breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is seeking the 

spirituality and the preparation for the feast of the advent of our Lord on 

December 25
th

. 

 مو ػبً ٗأّزٌ ثأىف خٞش. ىشػٞخ الأدجبء:أثْبء ا ثذء طً٘ اىَٞلاد: 

رششِٝ  ٥ٔاى٘اقغ فٞٔ  اىجَؼخفٜ مْٞغزْب الأسث٘رمغٞخ اىَقذعخ، ٝجذأ طً٘ اىَٞلاد ٕزا اىؼبً 

  مبُّ٘ الأٗه. ٤ٕاىثبّٜ، ٗعٞغزَش دزٚ 

، فٖ٘ طً٘ خفٞف. ٓٓ:ٕٕٔٗزا اىظً٘ لا ٝ٘جذ فٞٔ "طً٘ اّقطبػٜ". أٛ لا ٝ٘جذ طً٘ ىيغبػخ 

 ّزْبٗه ٗججخ افطبس طجبدب، ٍِ ٍ٘اد طٞبٍٞخ.أٛ ّغزطٞغ أُ 

اىزٛ فٞٔ أرٚ اثِ الله إىٚ اىؼبىٌ ىٞذىْب ػيٚ طشٝق  "اىَٞلاد"مبُّ٘ الأٗه عْذزفو ثؼٞذ  ٥ٕٗفٜ 

 طً٘_ٍجبسك .اىخلاص، اىطشٝق إىٚ الله اٟة

 



 
 

 

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Ephesians. (2:14-22)  

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall 

of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that He might 

create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both 

to God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.  And He came and 

preached peace to you, who were far off, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we 

both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, 

but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the 

whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are 

built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

سولِ إلى أفسَُس. َ٘ عَلا فصَْلٌ مِهْ زِسالتَِ القدِّيسِ بولسَُ السَّ غٞخَ ُٕ ََ َُّ اى حُ، إ َ٘ ِٓ ٝب إخْ ّقَضََ فٜ جَغَذِ َٗ ِِ ٗادِذاً،  ْٞ َ٘ جَؼَوَ الإثَْْ ْبَ، ُٕ ٍُ
ِٔ إّغبّبً ٗا ِِ فٜ ّفَْغِ ْٞ ِٔ، ىِٞخَْيقَُ الإثَْْ طبٝب فٜ فشائضِِ َ٘ ح ٗأثَْطوََ ّبٍ٘طَ اى َٗ ْٛ اىؼَذا ِٔ اىغَّلاً دبئظَِ اىغِٞبجِ اىذبجِضَ، أ دِذاً جَذٝذاً ثإجِْشائِ

َِٖب فٜ جَغَذٍ ٗادِ  ْٞ اىقشَٝجِٞ لأٗٝظُبىخَِ مِيَ َٗ  ٌْ ْْنُ ٍِ  َِ ، اىجؼَٞذٝ ًِ ٌْ ثبِىغَلا شَمُ ِٔ فجَبءَ ٗثشََّ حَ فٜ ّفَْغِ َٗ ِٔ اىؼَذا غَ اللهِ فٜ اىظيٞتِ، ثقِزَْيِ ٍَ ِٔ ىَْبَ ذٍ  َُّ ثِ

َِ ٗأَ  ٝغٞ ٘اطِِْٜ اىقذِِّ ٍُ ٌْ غُشَثبءَ ثؼَْذُ ّٗضَُلاءَ، ثوَْ  وَ إىٚ اٟةِ فٜ سٗحٍ ٗادِذٍ فيَغَْزُ طُّ َ٘ ْْٞبَ اىزَ ٌْ ػيٚ أعَبطِ اىشُعُوِ، مِيَ قذْ ثُِْٞزُ َٗ ْٞذِ الله  ْٕوِ ثَ

قَ  ٍُ ْٞنَلاً  َٕ ٘ َُ ْْ ُُ مُئُُّ، فََٞ ْْٞب ْْغَقُ اىجُ ُٝ ِٔ غٞخُ ّفَْغُُٔ* اىزٛ ثِ ََ َ٘ ٝغ٘عُ اى ِٗٝخَِ ُٕ ّْجٞبءِ، ٗدَجَشُ اىضا َُ ٗالأَ ْ٘ ْٝضبً رجَُْْ ٌْ أ ّْزُ ِٔ أ ةِّ ٗفٞ ذَّعبً فٜ اىشَّ

غْنَْبً للهِ فٜ  ٍَ ؼبً   اىشٗح.ٍَ

 
THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (12:16-21)  

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to 

himself, „What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?‟  And he said, „I will do this: I 

will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my 

goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your 

ease, eat, drink, be merry.‟  But God said to him, „Fool!  This night your soul is required of you; 

and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?‟  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, 

and is not rich toward God.”  As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear.” 

ٌّٜ أخَْظَجذَْ أسَْضُُٔ ففَنََّشَ فٜ  فصلٌ شَسيفٌ مِهْ بشِازَةِ القدِّيسِ لوقا الإوْجيليِِّ البشَيسِ والتلْميرِ الطاهِسـ ٌُ غَِْ ّْغب ثوَ: إ ََ ةُّ ٕزَا اى قبهَ اىشَّ

ِٔ أَ  ُُ فٞ ضِغٌ أخَْضُ ْ٘ ٍَ ْٞظَ ىٜ  ُ ىَ ِٔ قبئلِاً "ٍبرا أطَْْغَ؟ فإَّّٔ غُ ُْٕبكَ ّفَْغِ ََ ْْٖب، ٗأجَْ ٍِ ْٕشائٜ ٗأثَْْٜ أمَْجشََ  ًُ أَ ْٕذِ ٌَّ قبهَ، "أطَْْغَُ ٕزَا: أَ ثَْبسٛ" ثُ

مُيٜ ٗاشْشَثٜ ٗافْشَدٜ" فقَبهَ ى َٗ ْٞشادٍ مَثٞشَحً فبَعْزشَٝذٜ  َُّ ىلَِ خَ ْٞشارٜ ٗأق٘هُ ىِْفَغٜ، ٝب ّفَْظُ إ رٜ ٗخَ ِٕوُ! فٜ مُوَّ غَلاَّ ُٔ اللهُ: "ٝب جَب

ِٓ اى ِٜ ٕزَِ ِٔ ٗلا ٝغَْزغَْْ ِْ ٝذََّخِشُ ىِْفَْغِ ٍَ ِْ رنَُ٘؟" فَٖنََزا  ََ ِٓ اىزٜ أػَْذَدْرَٖب ىِ ْْلَ. فَٖزَِ ٍِ ِْ ىَُٔ  يٞيخَِ رطُْيتَُ ّفَْغُلَ  ٍَ ب قبهَ ٕزا ّبدَٙ:  ََّ ثبللهِ. ٗىَ

غ. ََ غِ، فيَْٞغَْ َْ ُِ ىيِْغَ  أرُُّب

 
THANKSGIVING: As we gather with our families this Thanksgiving to thank God for the many 

blessings He has bestowed on us, we also need to be mindful of the needs of others. If you know of 

anyone in need, please contact Father George Baalbaki at revbaalbaki@yahoo.com or 586 214 4428. 

 THANK YOU: We would like to give a special thank you to the Rantisi families for their donations 

to the Charity committee to help with donations this Thanksgiving. God bless you all. 

 
Parish Council Election will take place on Sunday December 6th (SAINT NICHOLAS DAY) 

There will be a parish council election meeting for the sole purpose of  electing some members of the 

Parish Council for the upcoming term. Three are to be elected and one to be appointed by the Pastor. 

Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council must be 

fully pledged and spiritually qualified. Please submit your candidate’s name to Father George as 

soon as possible. In order to vote in the elections, members must be in spiritual and financial good 

standing with the church. 

 



 
 

 

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING: 

 Offered by St. Nicholas Parish for the good health and speedy recovery of Sub-Deacon 

Michel Khoury. God bless and many years! 

 Offered by Basma, Janan, Jim, Ivette, Jennifer, Brandon, & Matthew Howell, Jane & 

Oscar Moran, for the continued good health of Nadim Howell. God bless and many years! 

 Offered by Salameh Azar & family in loving memory of his mother Olga Azar on her 

three year memorial. May her memory be eternal! 

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Facebook: facebook.com/stnicksf 

Instagram: @STNICKSF instagram.com/stnicksf/ 

Youtube: youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWreLZpVhzVGZkjDIA 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

 Congratulations from Jeries, Janet, Shadi, and Ramzi Azar for Hanna & Claudia Azar 

on the birth of their baby boy Gabriel Azar. God bless and many beautiful years! 
 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Sermon on Fasting 

In the Gospel we hear the Lord saying to each of us that our neighbour is not the one whom we 

like, not even the one whom we love; it is the one who needs us, whether he likes us or not, and it 

is to him that we must turn in compassion, in charity, as indeed the Lord God Himself turned to us 

at the moment when the whole of mankind was alien to Him; and again, turns to each of us at the 

moment when we are at rock bottom, when we are as far away from Him as we can imagine, 

indeed, much farther, because only God can measure the distance that separates us from our being 

in Him, with Him, the distance which measures His absence from our life. 

On November 15th is the beginning of fasting time that prepares us for Christmas; many will turn 

to fasting, eating those things which are appointed by the Church; but is that the fast which God 

wishes us to keep? Listen to what the Lord said to the Hebrews, from the lips of Isaiah the Prophet 

[Isaiah 58:3-8]: 

"Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show My people their transgressions ... 

Yet they seek Me daily, and delight to know My ways, as though they were a nation that did 

righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God. ... Wherefore have we fasted, say they, 

and Thou seest not? Wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and Thou takest no knowledge? Behold, 

in the day of your fast you find pleasure and exploit all your labourers! Behold, you fast for strife 

and debate and to smite with the fist of wickedness! You shall not fast as you do this day, to make 

your voice heard on high. Is it such a fast that I have chosen, a day for a man to afflict his soul? Is 

it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Wilt thou call 

this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord? Is not this the fast I have chosen to loose the bands 

of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, to break every yoke! Is it 

not to deal thy bread to the hungry and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? 

When thou seest the naked, that thou cover him? and that thou hide not thyself from thine own 

flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily, 

T-SHIRTS & POLOS FOR SALE: The money raised from this fundraiser will go toward the 

Young Adult Ministry. In the past, we were able to do some very amazing things with the funds 

we've been allocated. For example; volunteer and donate over 500 sandwiches to the homeless in 

the tenderloin, rent spaces to have social gatherings like last year's Christmas party and the two 

previous visits to Spark Social, or just donate to a cause in need. Sign up here before we sell out 

of your size! https://forms.gle/P9G7r3uy1c7iJW4c6 



 
 

  

flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily, 

and thy righteousness shall go before thee, and the glory of thy Lord shall be thy rearguard." 

Let us remember these words, because more than ever in our time we must not fast hypocritically, 

not fast with false piety, but fast by turning away from every evil, from all evil, put right in our 

lives everything that has gone wrong. 

Are we going to meet the day when the Lord our God took flesh in order to enter into the realm of 

death, He Who is the Eternal One, the day when He chose to enter into the realm of suffering for 

our sakes — are we going to meet this day by accepting to continue in our estrangement from 

Him? And we are estranged from Him when we hate our neighbour, when we reject our neighbour, 

when we refuse to forgive, when we turn away from him or her who is in need of our mercy — not 

only of bread, not only of shelter — indeed, that also counts! — but in need of forgiveness, of the 

mercy of the heart! Are we going to meet the Lord who came to save sinners by rejecting those 

whom we consider as sinners, those who have offended us, those against whom we have fought? 

Can we meet the Lord on such terms? 

Let us think of the shepherds: they were simple people, unsophisticated, uncomplicated, but their 

hearts were open to the extent to which it was possible to them, they were clean, pure of heart, and 

therefore, they could hear the news of the Incarnation; they could hear and receive the news as the 

most wonderful thing that changed everything in their lives. We have been listening to the good 

news day-in, day-out, year after year — has it come to us as good news that has transformed our 

lives, made us into people beyond compare, people who are prepared to live and to die for those 

who hate, who reject, who ignore, who offend us? If we are not — it is in vain that we speak of 

being Christian; he who does not love his brother is a liar when he says that he loves his God — 

these are the Apostle's words. 

Let us therefore enter into this period of fasting in earnest, stand in judgement before God to be 

judged by Him, and ask ourselves whether we could stand side by side with Him when others 

come to be judged, and step forward and say, 'Lord! I have forgiven — Thou hast no grudge 

against him, against her, any more!' 

 



 
 

  

 باللهأن وستغىي 
ّٛ إُ قٞظ ثَقبٝٞغْب الاجزَبػٞخ:  إّغبُ غْٜ أخظجذ »ٝشٗٛ إّجٞو اىًٞ٘ قظخ سجو غْٜ. ٍشٖذ ثغٞظ ػبد

ًُ إٔشائٜ ٗأثْٜ أمجش ٍْٖب ٗأجَغ ْٕبك موّ غلارٜ ٗخٞشارٜ ٕزا اّغبُ اّشغو «. أسضٔ ففنّش فٜ ّفغٔ قبئلا: إَٔذ

بىذٞبح ميٖب طؼبً ٗىزّح، ٗاىذٞبح ميٖب أٍ٘اه. ٕنزا قبه ثغْبٓ، فقبه ىْفغٔ: اعزَزؼٜ فٜ ٕزٓ اىذٞبح ٗميٜ ٗاششثٜ، ف

، ٗاىغجبء ْٕب أُ ٕزا اىشجو أقَجو فقظ ػيٚ اىيزاد ٗىٌ ٝغزيزّ ثبلله، ىٌ ٝذت  ّٜ ٕزا اىشجو اىزٛ ٗطفٔ اىنزبة ثأّٔ غج

اىشٖ٘اد،  اىخبىق. مبّذ ّفغٔ فبسغخ ٍِ سثٔ ٍيٞئخ ثبىشٖ٘ح، اٛ اّٖب مبّذ ثبىذقٞقخ لا شٜء، مبّذ رزلاشٚ ثزلاشٜ

 رْذظّ ثبّذطبط اىزاد.

ٝجِّٞ ىْب ٝغ٘ع فٜ ٕزا اىَثو أُ اىزٛ جؼو قيجٔ فٜ اىَبه لا ٝجقٚ فٜ قيجٔ ٍ٘ضغ ىشٜء آخش. ٗػيٚ اىؼًَ٘ ارا  

ّٛ شخض ٝزذنٌ ثْب لا ٝجقٚ ٍنبُ ىشٜء آخش. ّٛ شٜء اٗ ا  جؼيْب فٜ اىقيت ا

ِ َٝذّخشُ ىْفغٔ ٗلا ٝغز ٍَ غْٜ ثبلله ىٞظ غْٞبّ فؼلا. ىنِ لا ثذّ ىْب أُ ّغزخشج ٍِ ٗٝظشّح الإّجٞو رظشٝذًب ٗاضذًب: 

 اىْض أػَق ٍِ ٍجشّد اىغْٚ اىَبدّٛ ٗاىفقش اىَبدّٛ.

اىذّٞب ىٞغذ ٍ٘صّػخ فقظ ثِٞ أغْٞبء ٗفقشاء ثبىَؼْٚ اىَبدّٛ ٍِ اىنيَخ، ٗىنْٖب ٍ٘صّػخ اىٚ أغْٞبء ٗفقشاء ثَؼْٚ 

ّٜ اعزغْٚ ػِ الله ٗاىْبط ٗاػزجش ّفغٔ مبٍ لا، ٗىٖزا ٝزظبٕش، ٝزججّخ، ٝذّػٜ؛ ٗفقٞش ػشف أّ ثذبجخ اىٚ آخش: غْ

 الله ثِٞ اىْبط، ثذبجخ اىٚ أُ ٝشُدٌَ ٗأُ ٝزؼبُٗ ٍغ اٟخشِٝ.

ّٜ إر إّٔ َٝيل شٞئب ػظَٞب فٜ اىذّٞب ٕٗ٘ اىجَبه. اىَثقف غْٜ  ٝأرْٞب اىغْٚ ٍِ أعجبة مثٞشح. فبلإّغبُ اىجَٞو غْ

 ِّ اٛ أّ َٝيل ثشٗح مجٞشح، اىزمٜ غْٜ ثزمبئٔ. أّ٘اع مثٞشح ٍِ اىْبط أغْٞبء. ٗىنِ اىجَٞو ٝزقشّة ٍِ الله ارا ظ

 ِّ أُ الله طبدت اىؼيٌ ٗأُ ٍب ػْذٓ ٍِ ٍؼشفخ إَّب ٕ٘ اىقيٞو اىقيٞو.  جَبىٔ ٍِ رشاة، ٗاىَثقفّ ٝقزشة ٍِ الله ارا ظ

ّٜ ٍِ آٍِ أُ الله أرمٚ، ٗأُ ٍب ػْذٓ ٕ٘ ٍِ دنَخ ٗفطْٔ ٍب ٕ٘ الا إشؼبع ضئٞو ٍِ دنَخ الله. ٕنزا  ٗاىزم

ّٜ فؼ ّٜ أُ ٝقزشة اىٚ الله ثبىز٘اضغ. ٍِ مبُ فقٞشا اىٚ الله ٕ٘ اىغْ لا: أُ ٝشؼش ٝغزطٞغ اىجَٞو ٗاىَثقفّ ٗاىزم

الاّغبُ سغٌ جَبىٔ ٗرمبئٔ ٗثقبفزٔ أّٔ ثذبجخ اىٚ غٞشٓ اٗ أّ ثذبجخ اىٚ اُ ٝذت ع٘آ، ثذبجخ اىٚ اُ ٝغَغ، اىٚ 

 اُ ْٝزجٔ، اىٚ اُ ٝخذً.

اىخذٍخ اىذقٞقٞخ ىيْبط، اىزٜ ثٖب ّظؼذ اىٚ اىغَبء، ٕٜ اىزٜ لا ّزقبضٚ ػيٖٞب أجشا، اٛ اّْب ىغْب فقظ لا ّأخز ٍبلا 

لا ّأخز رقذٝشا ٗلا ٍذدب. الاّغبُ اىخبدً ىلإّغبُ ٕ٘ ٍِ لا ٝطيت رؼظَٞب. أّ فقٞش اىٚ الله ٗرنفٞٔ ّؼَخ سثّٔ. ٗىنْْب 

اىخبدً اىذق اىَز٘اضغ لا ٝزججّخ ٗلا ٝق٘ه اثٜ مبُ مزا ٗمزا، ٗلا ٝق٘ه أّب ػَيذ ٕزا ٗراك. اّذ إُ ػَيذ فٖزا 

َيذ فبعنذ. ٕزا جضاؤك ٍِ الله أُ رغنذ دزٚ ٝشضٚ الله فضوُ الله ػيٞل ٗىٞظ ىل فضو ػيٚ سثلّ. ٗىٖزا إُ ػ

ػْل، ٗالله ع٘ف ٝق٘ه فٜ اىذّْٝ٘خ ىنو اىْبط اُ ٕزا ػَو اٗ ىٌ ٝؼَو. الله ٝنشف ّٞبّد اىْبط. ىَبرا رشٝذ أُ ٝظٖش 

اعَل فٜ اىجشٝذح اٗ ػيٚ دجش فٜ اىنْٞغخ اٗ ػيٚ اٛ شٜء ٝضٗه؟ ىَبرا رشٝذ أُ ٝؼزشف ثل اىْبط؟ أّذ رخذً 

 جبّب إر رغؼٚ اىٚ أُ ٝظٖش ػَيل أٍبً الله ٗرجقٚ فٜ طَذ ٗشنش.ٍ

  المطسان جاوزجيوس
 



 
 

  

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
BANQUET HALL 

 
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception, 

baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering 

services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu 

showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally 

trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you. 

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banquet Hall Amenities 
 

Over 6000 square feet 

Seating for up to 350 guests 

200 square foot elevated stage 

25ft x 25ft dance floor 

Lighting & Sound 

Bar available 

Fully equipped industrial kitchen 

On-site catering available with staff 

External caterers are welcome 

Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available 

Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available 

Complimentary parking lot 

Wheelchair accessible 



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 


