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Sunday, December 13, 2020
Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. All liturgical
services will be served with ONLY CLERGY. Please watch the livestream of the service on our
social media. Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZKjDIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

Parish Council Elections will take place on ZOOM this Sunday at 1 PM.
Everyone can watch the meeting, but to be eligible to vote you need to be spiritually qualified and
current with your pledge (check with the Church office if unsure).
https://zoom.us/j/97064509757?pwd=S000ZG8ybjk3cU9KOWNsV2tETTdJZz09

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Colossians. (3:4-11)

Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing
that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.
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THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (14:16-24)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at
the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is
now ready.” But, one by one, they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought
a field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another
said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” So the servant came and reported this
to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and
lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.” And the servant said,
‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.” And the master said to the
servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be
filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” For many are
called, but few are chosen.”
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HOLIDAYS: As we gather with our families this Advent season to thank God for the many
blessings He has bestowed on us, we also need to be mindful of the needs of others. If you know of
anyone in need, please contact Father George Baalbaki at revbaalbaki@yahoo.com or 586 214
4428.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:

s  Offered by Khader & Basima Atwan and family in loving memory of Chris Ganim,
Naeemeh, Bassem, and Isam Jaghab. May their memory be eternal!

% Offered by Jarjura family in loving memory of beloved parents George & Najla Jarjura.
May their memory be eternal!

% Offered by Everett & Rana Jones and family in loving memory of Isa and Rifka Martha.
May their memory be eternal!

s Offered by Angel Salfiti in loving memory of parents and brother: Costandi, Elain & Elias
Salfiti. May their memory be eternal! Also for the good health and blessings of her children,
George, June & Jean and their families, children and grandchildren. God bless and
many years!

s  Offered by Carlos, Anthony, Zeze, & Julie for the good health, well-being and speedy
recovery of Caroline Zidek. God bless and many years!

s Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Laila Madback. God
bless and many years!




CHURCH HALL REMODEL.:
We would like to let you know that we’ve started the remodel of the bar and the bathrooms in our
church hall. We are very excited about this project and can’t wait to share the updates with you
when it’s completed.

T-SHIRTS & POLOS FOR SALE: The money raised from this fundraiser will go toward the
Young Adult Ministry. In the past, we were able to do some very amazing things with the funds
we've been allocated. For example; volunteer and donate over 500 sandwiches to the homeless in
the tenderloin, rent spaces to have social gatherings like last year's Christmas party and the two
previous visits to Spark Social, or just donate to a cause in need. Sign up here before we sell out
of your size! https://forms.gle/P9G7r3uylc7iJWA4c6

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook: facebook.com/stnicksf
Instagram: @STNICKSF instagram.com/stnicksf/
Youtube: youtube.com/channel/lUCrDWWPWreLZpVhzVGZKjDIA

Metropolitan Anthony: BRIDAL FEAST
How often have we heard today’s a parable about those people who were called to the Bridal Feast
of the King, and who refused to come. The one who had acquired a plot of land; he thought he was
in possession of it; in reality, he was so attached to it that he could not detach himself from it: he
was a prisoner of what he thought he possessed. And so it is with whatever we imagine we
possess; it is enough for us to have the smallest thing in our hand - and this hand is alienated to us;
we cannot use it anymore, we cannot use our arm, our whole body is conditioned by what we
possess, or imagine we possess: we are held a prisoner by it.
Others refused to come because they had bought five pairs of oxen: they had to try them, they had
a task to fulfil, they had work to do, they had perhaps what they believed to be a mission in life,
and therefore they had no time for anything except that that was their personal concern.
And the last refused to come because his heart was full of his own joy; having married, how could
he be concerned with anyone else’s marriage? He was full of his own joy - how could he
participate in anyone else's joy? And so, they all turned away from the call.
Doesn't it apply very directly to us? Each of us possesses something that he deems so important
that he is prepared to turn away from God - yes, from God: there is no time for prayer, there is no
time for worship. At the same time we turn away from other people who need us because we are
busy with our own business? And how often happens that we are full of joy or of sorrow - but they
are our own, we hug them to our heart, we have no time for anyone else's sorrow or anyone else’s
joy. But then, what should we do? You hear every Sunday in the Liturgy words that say, ‘Let us
lay aside all the cares of this life’; does it mean that we must turn away from the earth on which we
live, from the tasks which are ours, from the joys and true sorrows that come our way? No!
But there is an answer to it perhaps in the lines that precede the reading from the Epistle which we
heard today, where we are told: Are you risen with Christ? Are you where He is? Is your life hid in
God with Christ? What does it really mean to us? It means that if we are dead with the death of
Christ to everything which is destructive of love, destructive of compassion, which is self-
centredness, which is self-love, which leaves no space for anyone but ourselves - if we are dead to
all this, and if we have accepted life on Christ's terms, ready to live for others, live for God, live
for the joy and life of those who surround us - then we are risen with Christ, and our life is indeed
hid with Christ in God, it is at the very depth of God, at the very depth of divine love! And then we
can turn to the earth; then, instead of possessing we can serve, instead of overpowering we can try




to bring this earth of ours, in an act of love, in an act of reverence to be free, to be God's earth, to
be able to bring fruit, not as it does being raped, being violently possessed by us, but giving us its
fruit in an act of responsive love. And the same applies to our tasks; we are called to serve, we are
called to make of all our life an act of concern, of love, of service - then, all that we do becomes an
act of God, then it becomes meaningful and it does not separate us from God.

And if joy has come into our heart, it is a gift of God; if sorrow has come into our heart, we can
carry it to God, for it to be integrated in the mystery of salvation!

Let us reflect on this! Let us truly lay aside all the cares of this life in the sense that let us not be
prisoners, but free: Christ has come to set us free. And then the earth, and our labour, and our joys,
and our sorrows and everyone on earth will become part of the Kingdom of God. Then indeed, our
life will be hid with Christ in God, but a God Who have chosen so to love the world as to be
Incarnate, to become man among men, to take upon Himself all the human destiny, createdness,
life in a fallen world, the consequences of human sin, and even the loss of God which is what Kills.
And, having accepted it all in an act of saving and redempting love, He has risen, and anyone can
enter into eternal life, the life of the resurrection by uniting himself or herself to Christ.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




