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IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. All liturgical
services will be served with ONLY CLERGY. Please watch the livestream of the service on our
social media. Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES:
s Deepest sympathy & condolences to the Shaheen family for the passing of our beloved
Sister in Christ, Naeemeh Shaheen. May her memory be eternal!

MEMORIAL SERVICE:
% One Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Ibrahim Khalil Rantisi offered by his
family. May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10; 32-40)
Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall | say? For time would fail me to
tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, and
put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing
to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging,
and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, illtreated—of whom the
world was not worthy— wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had
foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew. (1:1-25)
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was
the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the
father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of
Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David
was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,
and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father
of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the
father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the
deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of
Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the
father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father
of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father
of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is
called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from
David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to
the Christ were fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When




His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His
Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name
shall be called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne
a son; and he called His Name Jesus.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:

s  Offered by Naifeh Batarse & family in loving memory of Ester Clemence Shami on the
special occasion of her birthday on December 16th. May her memory forever be eternal!

s  Offered by Nadim, Basma, Janan, lvette, Jennifer, Brandon, & Matthew Howell, Jane
& Oscar Moran for the continued good health of Jim Howell on the special occasion of his
birthday on December 17th. God bless and many years!

s  Offered by Michael & Nadia Rantisi in loving memory of Yousef & Naeimah Rantisi,
Salim Rantisi, Jaber & Najah Hanhan, Spiro & Najla Hanhan, Emiel Hanhan, Fayek
& Dalal Faqges. May their memory be eternal!

s Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all those name Ibrahim, Abraham,
etc. on the special occasion of the Names Day for Saint Ibrahim, especially, Abraham
Wahbeh, Ibrahim Alhaj, Ibrahim Habash, Ibrahim Hanna, Ibrahim Katout, Ibrahim
Lahdo, Ibrahim Malik, Ibrahim Martha, Ibrahim Matar, Ibrahim Qaqundah, Khalil
Al Ahwal, Khalil Rantisi, Khalil Jada, Khalil Sayegh, and Khalil Habash. God bless
and many years!

HOLIDAYS:
As we gather with our families this Advent season to thank God for the many blessings He has
bestowed on us, we also need to be mindful of the needs of others. If you know of anyone in need,
please contact Father George Baalbaki at revbaalbaki@yahoo.com or 586 214 4428.

STEWARDSHIP 2021:

As we reflect on the past year, we pause to give thanks for the many blessings that have been
bestowed on us and our church community. If you have not paid your pledge in full for this year,
we pray that you will do so today before the end of the year. We are pleased to tell you that you
can pay your pledge online. Go to our website https://www.stnicholas-sf.com/, Click here to
Donate Online. Many of us today pay most of our bills online, so now you can pay your church
pledge as well. Going forward into next year, you can decide how you want to make your
payment(s). Check it out. Now you can pay using your envelope, by mail and online. Thank you
for your support.

CONGRATULATIONS:
s And best wishes to the newly elected/appointed members of the Parish Council: Maher
Shami, Salim Zughbaba, George Jada, Mike Husary, and Chris Rantisi.
s We would also like to thank those who fulfilled their duties and responsibilities to their
church by serving on our council. We wish you and your families the best and pray that
you will continue to help in the future.




FOOD CATERING FOR PICKUP sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary:
For delivery on Sunday December 20th, we will be offering Fruit Cakes for $35/ cake. Please
order by Friday December 18". Thank you and God bless.

NATIVITY SERVICE (Christmas Eve):
Christmas Eve Divine Liturgy will take place on Thursday December 24th at 5:00 PM.
Please join us by watching the livestream of this beautiful service.

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA: Facebook: facebook.com/stnicksf
Instagram: @STNICKSF instagram.com/stnicksf/
Youtube: youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA




Who is Christ? by Elias Bagas

This is the festive season in which we celebrate the birth of Christ. Some, in

our society, ask ‘why do we celebrate the birth of Jesus?" St. John the

Theologian answers this question as a glad tiding, "In the beginning was the

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the

beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him

nothing was made that was made... And the Word became flesh and dwelt

among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the

Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:1-3, 14).

This account is highly regarded by the Orthodox Church. It is placed at the

head of all the Gospel readings, by being the first Gospel reading of the

Church's yearly cycle. It is also read in the Divine Liturgy during the Holy

Pascha. The reading announces a revelation that the unutterable, unknowable,

invisible and unattainable God Who, in the Second Person of the Holy

Trinity, dwelt among us on earth.

This revelation is also reiterated by St. Paul who said, "And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness. God was manifested in the flesh” (1 Tim 3: 16; also refer to Luke 1:35; Matt
3:17,11:27,16:16, 17:5; John 1:14, 1:18, 3:16; 1 John 5:20; Rom 8:32, 9:5; and Col 2:9). This
'good news' constitutes Christ's words, and the essence of the four Gospels and Apostolic writings.
This is the foundation of Christianity, and the teaching of the Orthodox Church. Faith in Jesus
Christ as the Son of God is the reason why the Orthodox Church exists.

The Evangelist John concludes the 'good news' in the main text of his Gospel, the last of the four
Gospels, "... but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in His name" (John 20:31).

The first Ecumenical Council of Nicea composed the Symbol of Faith (the Creed) to confirm the
truth that "... in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily"” (Col. 2:9), thus proclaiming
that Christ is God.

Being perfect God, Christ the Saviour is at the same time also perfect Man, otherwise there is no
hope or joy in Christ's Resurrection, because, as St. Cyril of Alexandria said, "If the nature which
He received had not had a human mind, then the one who entered into battle with the devil was
God Himself; and it was therefore God who gained the victory. But if God was victorious, then I,
who did not participate in this victory at all, do not receive and benefit from it. Therefore | cannot
rejoice over it, for | would then be boasting of someone else's trophies".

St. Cyril of Jerusalem also said, "If the becoming man was a phantom, then salvation is a dream".
Other holy Fathers expressed themselves similarly.

The Church also proclaims that God is one in Essence and triple in Persons. In other words, God is
Triunity, is Tri-hypostatical unity, is a Trinity One in Essence. The Hypostases have personal or
hypostatic attributes. God is unbegotten; the Son is begotten from the Father; the Holy Spirit
proceeds from the Father. We worship the Holy Trinity with a single and inseparable worship.
We celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas time, Who is God Incarnate, because of the salvation
His Resurrection offers us.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Your Favorite Middle Eastern
Food, Spices, Sweets & Alcohol
at guaranteed savings !

© 9 37TH AVE SAN MATEOQ, CA 94403
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




