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Sunday, December 27, 2020 After-feast of & Sunday after the Nativity of Christ
Commemoration of Joseph the Betrothed, David the Prophet and King, and James the
brother of God
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. Please watch the
livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZk|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (6:8-7:5, 47-60)
In those days, Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people.
Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the
Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, arose and disputed with
Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they
secretly instigated men, who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses
and God.” And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him
and seized him and brought him before the council, and set up false witnesses who said, “This man
never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law; for we have heard him say that
this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place, and will change the customs which Moses delivered
to us.” And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.
The high priest said, “Is this s0?”” And Stephen said: “Brethren and fathers, hear me. The God of
glory appeared to our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before December 27, 2020
Liturgy Variables 3 Sunday after Nativity he lived in Haran, and said to him, ‘Depart from your
land and from your kindred and go into the land which I will show you.” Then he departed from
the land of the Chaldeans, and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from
there into this land in which you are now living; yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a




foot’s length, but promised to give it to him in possession and to his posterity after him, though he
had no child. But it was Solomon who built a house for Him. Yet the Most High does not dwell in
houses made with hands; as the prophet says, ‘Heaven is My throne, and earth My footstool. What
house will you build for Me’, says the Lord, ‘or what is the place of My rest? Did not My hand
make all these things?’ You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist
the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One,
Whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and
did not keep it.” Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they grinded their teeth
against him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the
Son of man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped
their ears and rushed together upon him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him; and the
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he knelt down and cried with a
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Matthew. (2:13-23)
When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for
Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And he rose and took the Child and His
mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My Son.” Then
Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent
and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region, who were two years old or
under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what




was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no more.” But
when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,
“Rise, take the Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s
life are dead.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother, and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt
in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be
called a Nazarene.”
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:

s Offered by Khader & Basima Atwan and family in loving memory of Chris Ganim,
Naeemeh, Bassem, and Isam Jaghab. May their memory be eternal!

s Offered for the good health of Mimi Hanhan, Chuck & Juliana and family, Randy &
Susie and family, Nadene, Nabil and family and for the Aho’s: Issa, Jack, Hani and
their families. God bless and many years! Also in loving memory of Basem S. Hanhan,
Shukri & Wadia Hanhan, Nakleh & Ellen Aho, and Rimon Dabit. May their memory be
eternal!

NATIVITY SERVICE (Christmas Eve):
Christmas Eve Divine Liturgy will take place tonight at 5:00 PM. Please join us by watching
the livestream of this beautiful service.

HOLIDAYS:
As we gather with our families this Advent season to thank God for the many blessings He has
bestowed on us, we also need to be mindful of the needs of others. If you know of anyone in need,
please contact Father George Baalbaki at revbaalbaki@yahoo.com or 586 214 4428.

STEWARDSHIP 2021
New tax law allows each family to deduct $600 in contributions without itemizing. Take advantage
of the tax savings and support your Church before year end. You can mail a check or donate online
at stnicholas-sf.com. Thank you for your continued support and God bless you!

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook: facebook.com/stnicksf
Instagram: @STNICKSF instagram.com/stnicksf/
Youtube: youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel.ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
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Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: AFTER CHRISTMAS
In imagination we think ourselves 2000 years back. What wonder should fill us: a week, and the world has
become different. The world that had been for thousands of years like the lost sheep was now the sheep
found, taken upon His shoulders by the Son of God become the son of man. The unbridgeable gap that sin
had created between God and man was now at least incipiently bridged; God had entered into history, God
Himself had become man. God had taken flesh and all things visible, what we perceive in our blindness as
dead, inert matter, could in His body recognise itself in glory. Something absolutely new had occurred; the
world was no longer the same. Moreover, there is another aspect to the Incarnation. God had become man,
but God in Christ had spoken words of truth, that was decisive, that gradually like yeast dropped into
dough was to change the world; God had revealed to us the greatness of man. Christ becoming man was
evidence, is and will remain forever evidence, that man is so vast, so deep, so mysteriously deep, that he
can not only contain the divine presence as a temple, but unite himself with God, Bbmbecome partaker of
the divine natures DK, as St. Peter puts it in his Epistle. And again that man is great, and that however far
we fall away from our vocation, however unworthy we may become of it, God will never re-establish with
us a relationship which is less than that of His fatherhood and our condition of sons and daughters of the
Most High. The prodigal son was asking his father to receive him as a hireling now that he was unworthy
of being called a son; but the father did not accept it. When the son made his confession, the father
stopped him before he could even pronounce those words, because God does not accept our debasement,
we are no slaves and no hirelings. Has not Christ said to His disciples, "I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know the will of his master, and lo, | have told you everything." Again, the
proclamation in Christ and by Him that what matters supremely is every person, that He lives and dies for
every one of us, that it is not collective units that matter, but each of us. Each of us, tells us the Book of
Revelation, possesses for God a name, a name which will be revealed to us at the end of time, but a name
which no one can know but God and he who receives it, because this name is our relationship to God,
unique, unrepeatable. Each of us is unique for Him. What a wonder! The ancient world knew of nations
and races, it knew of slaves and owners, it knew of categories of people, exactly in the same way in which
the modern world that is gradually becoming not only secular but pagan, distinguishes categories and
types and groups; God knows only living men and women. And then a new justice was introduced, or
rather proclaimed by Him, not the distributive and retributive justice of the law, another justice. When
Christ says to us, "let your justice be beyond that of the scribes and pharisees,” He speaks of the way in
which God treats each of us. He accepts each of us as we are. He accepts good and evil, He rejoices in the
good, and He dies because of and for the sake of what is evil. And that is what God calls us to remember,
and how He calls us to be and to behave - not only within our Christian circle but in the whole world, to
look at every person with that kind of justice; not judging and condemning, but seeing in each person the
beauty which God has impressed upon it and which we call "the image of God in man". Venerate this
beauty, work for this beauty to shine in all glory, dispelling what is evil and dark and making it possible,
by the recognition of beauty in each other, for this beauty to become reality and to conquer. He has taught
us also about love which the ancient world did not know, and the modern world, like the old one, is so
afraid of: A love that accepted to be vulnerable, helpless, giving, sacrificial; a love that gives without
counting, a love that gives not only what it possesses, but itself. That is what the Gospel, that is what the
Incarnation brought into the world, and this has remained in the world. Christ said that “the light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness cannot comprehend it," but it cannot put it out either. And this light shines
and shall shine, but it will conquer only if we undertake to be its heralds and the doers of these
commandments of justice and of love, if we accept God's vision of the world and bring to it our faith, that
is, our certainty and our hope, which is the only power that can help others to start anew; but to start anew
they must see newness in us. The world has become incipiently new by the union of God with man, when
the Word became flesh; it is for us to be a revelation of this newness, the resplendence and shining of God
in the darkness or the dusk of this world. May God grant us courage and love and greatness of heart to be
His messengers and His witnesses, and may the blessing of the Lord be upon you by His grace and love
towards mankind always, now and forever and world without end.




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Your Favorite Middle Eastern
Food, Spices, Sweets & Alcohol
at guaranteed savings !

© 9 37TH AVE SAN MATEOQ, CA 94403
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




