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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Parish Council Chairman: Ramzi Srouji
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

Sunday, January 03, 2021
Forefeast of & Sunday before Theophany of Christ

Blessing of Water skl (i Laus
January 6™ celebration of the great Feast of Epiphany (usdaill) 431 ) sedill 3o
Service of Water Blessing will take place on Tuesday January 5
Because of the pandemic we will not have the traditional home blessings as usual. If
you want the priest to pay a visit to your house, please call Fr. George at 586 214
4428 and schedule with him. Please follow all safety precautions. God bless!

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus),
all Church social events and gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to
the public. Please watch the livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the aood health, well-beina, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

MEMORIAL SERVICE: Forty Day Memorial Service offered by Joe and Lamis Bachir
and family in loving memory of brother Ray Bachir, and uncle to Natalie Bachir and
Adib Rebehmed. May his memory be eternal.

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:5-8)

My child Timothy, be watchful in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill
your ministry. For, | am already being poured out as a libation, and the season of my departure is
at hand. | have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, and | have guarded the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,

will reward me at that day, and not to me only, but also to all those who have loved His appearing.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Mark. (1:1-8)

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in
the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” John the Baptizer appeared in
the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to
him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle
around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes He Who
IS mightier than 1, the strap of Whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have
baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:

%  Offered by Khader & Basima Atwan and family in loving memory of Chris Ganim,
Naeemeh, Bassem, and Isam Jaghab. May their memory be eternal!

s Offered for the good health of Mimi Hanhan, Chuck & Juliana and family, Randy & Susie
and family, Nadene, Nabil and family and for the Aho’s: Issa, Jack, Hani and their
families. God bless and many years! Also in loving memory of Basem S. Hanhan, Shukri &
Wadia Hanhan, Nakleh & Ellen Aho, and Rimon Dabit. May their memory be eternal!

%  Offered by Nadia Shatara and families for the beloved memories of Elias Shatara and his
parents Yusef & Miladeh. Also in loving memory of Manuel & Farideh Nazzal, Peter and
Peter Jr. Nazzal, Zarifeh, Salma, and Hilwa Nazzal. May their memories be eternal!

% Offered by Joe Bachir & Lamis Malouf and family in loving memory of parents Milhelm
Malouf, Sourays & Al Baker, and brother Josef M. Malouf. May their memory be eternal.

«»  Offered by Sue Wais in memory of her Father Khalil Fareed Tannous and her Mother
Jannette Abu Ghazaleh Tannous; May their Memory be Eternal. And for the good health of
her husband Donald Wais, herdaughter and Son in-law Jeanette & Jason Yoshida, her
Grandsons Anthony, Khalil and Dylan.

SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES: Deepest Sympathy and Condolences to the Hanhan family
for the passing of dearly beloved Saliba Nicholas Hanhan. May his memory be eternal!

THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST: About the beginning of
our Lord's thirtieth year, John the Forerunner, who was some six months older than Our Saviour
according to the flesh, and had lived in the wilderness since his childhood, received a command from
God and came into the parts of the Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance unto the remission of
sins. Then our Saviour also came from Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and received baptism though
He was the Master and John was but a servant. Whereupon, there came to pass those marvelous deeds,
great and beyond nature: the Heavens were opened, the Spirit descended in the form of a dove upon
Him that was being baptized and the voice was heard from the Heavens hearing witness that this was
the beloved Son of God, now baptized as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:1-22). From
these events the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the great mystery of the Trinity were
demonstrated. It is also from this that the present feast is called "Theophany," that is, the divine
manifestation, God's appearance among men. On this venerable day the sacred mystery of Christian
baptism was inaugurated; henceforth also began the saving preaching of the Kingdom of the Heavens.




HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION:
s Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and wellbeing of Basil Hanhan on the
occasion of his Name’s Day. God bless and many years!
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Prayer for the New Year:

O Master, Lord our God, Fountain of life and immortality, Creator of all things both visible and
invisible, Who hast appointed seasons and years by Thy power, and dost direct all thing by Thy
most-wise and all-gracious providence: We thank Thee for Thy compassions, which Thou hast
poured out on us during the passing time of our life, and we entreat Thee, O All-compassionate
Lord! Bless the crown of the coming year with Thy goodness. Save, O Lord, and have mercy on
our great Metropolitan JOSEPH , Multiply the days of his life in unalterable health, and grant him
progress in every virtue. Grant Thy good things from above unto Thy people, the members of St.
Nicholas: health and salvation, and good success in all things. Deliver Thy Holy Church, this city,
and the countries from where we immigrated, and every city and land from every evil
circumstance, granting them peace and tranquility. And count us worthy that we may always offer
thanksgiving unto Thee, the Father Who is without beginning, together with Thine Only-begotten
Son, and Thine All-holy and life-creating Spirit, God glorified in one Essence, and that we may
hymn Thy most-holy name.

Amen.




Theophany: January 6
Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world through the Baptism of
the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Father spoke from Heaven about the
Son, the Son was baptized by the St John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the
Son in the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of Illumination and
the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has appeared to illumine “those who sat in darkness,"
and "in the region of the shadow of death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind by
grace. In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the Vespers of
Theophany, so that Baptism also is revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind.
The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is mentioned in The
Apostolic Constitutions (Book V:13). From the second century we have the testimony of St
Clement of Alexandria concerning the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil
before this Feast. There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between the
holy martyr Hippolytus and St Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from the
fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John
Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany.
St John of Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because He Himself had need for
cleansing, but "to bury human sin by water," to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy
Trinity, and finally, to sanctify "the nature of water" and to offer us the form and example of
Baptism. On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in the most
sublime mystery, incomprehensible to human intellect, of one God in three Persons. It teaches us
to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one in Essence and Indivisible. It exposes and overthrows
the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to explain the Creator of the world by reason, and
in human terms. The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it inspires
us with a sense of deep gratitude for the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The
Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing from sin is possible only by the power of the grace
of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of holy
Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for *As many as have been baptized into Christ, have
put on Christ" (Gal 3:27).




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Your Favorite Middle Eastern
Food, Spices, Sweets & Alcohol
at guaranteed savings !

© 9 37TH AVE SAN MATEOQ, CA 94403
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263




