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IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. Please watch the
livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

House Blessings:
Because of the pandemic we will not have the traditional home blessings as usual. If you
want the priest to pay a visit to your house, please call Fr. George at 586 214 4428 and
schedule with him. Please follow all safety precautions. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:9-15)
Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and
strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, Who is the Savior of all men, especially of
those who believe. Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth, but set the
believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until | come, attend to the
public reading of scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was
given you by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice
these duties; devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress.
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THE GOSPEL: St. Luke. (19:1-10)

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see Who Jesus was, but could
not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up
Into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place,
He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your
house today.” So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it
they all murmured, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus
stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have
defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to save
the lost.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
< ST.NICHOLAS YOUNG ADULT BEACH CLEAN UP: Saturday January 30" @ 11
AM. Ocean Beach parking lot across from Beach Chalet. We will provide gloves and
garbage bags, please bring your own mask!
< YOUNG ADULT ELECTIONS: Monday February 8" after Bible study @ 7PM on
zoom. Looking to nominate and elect a President and Vice President. Hope everyone can
join! Any questions feel free to contact the director Shadi Azar (415) 279-2533
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Metropolitan Anthony: The Eucharist
When the Lord instituted at the Last Supper that mystery of our faith which we call the Holy
Liturgy or the Eucharist, He gathered round Himself His Disciples, both those who were later to be
faithful even unto death, and also the one who was already prepared to betray his Master. And He
confronted him together with the others, with the extraordinary love of God, because to be
admitted to a man's table means that he, our host, consider us to be his equals, his companions in
the old sense of this word, those who are untitled to break the bread with him, to share with him
the substance of life. Equals in the love of God, equals of God through His love to us, - this is one
of the aspects of this extraordinary event which we call the Last Supper.
But we have given it also another name, we call it the Eucharist, from a Greek word which means
simultaneously "gift" and "thanksgiving". Indeed we can see that communion to the Body and
Blood of Christ is the greatest gift which the Lord can grant us: companionship and equality,
becoming the co-workers of God. And through the incredible, unfathomable action and power of
the Spirit, because this bread is no longer bread only and this wine is no longer only wine, but have
truly become the Body and the Blood of the Giver, we become incipiently and increasingly
partakers of the divine nature, Gods by adoption, Gods by participation, so that together with the
One Who is the Incarnate Son of God, we became the total revelation of man as well as the total
revelation of God's presence, the total Christ of whom St Ignatius of Antioche spoke. And beyond
this, higher, deeper even than this, in this community of nature and of life with the Only-Begotten
Son of God in the words of St Irenaeus of Lyon, we become truly with regard to God Himself the
only begotten son.
This is the gift, but where is the thanksgiving? What can we bring to the Lord? Bread and wine,
they belong to Him; our own lives? Are we not His? He has called us out of naught, He has
brought us into being, He has endowed us with all that we are and all that we possess. What then
can we give which is really ours? St Maxim the Confessor says that God can do all things, save
one: He cannot compel the smallest of His creatures to love Him, because love is supreme
freedom. This is the only gift which we can bring to God: the gift of a trusting heart.
But why is this mysterious Supper of the Eucharist called the thanksgiving more than any other
service, more than any action of ours? What can be given to God? This is a question which the
Psalmist was asking himself centuries before Christ appeared and revealed the divine love, and his
answer was so unexpected and so true. He says "What reward shall | give to the Lord for all His
benefits?" and he replies "I shall take the Cup of salvation, | will give thanks unto the Lord, | will
sing praise in the courts of the Temple of the Lord". The supreme act of thanksgiving is not to give
back, because one who receives and pays back, repays the gift and in some sort of way, destroys
the gift; both indeed become equal, both have given, both have been at the giving end of the chain,
but this reciprocal giving has destroyed both joy up to a point. If we wish, if we are capable of
receiving, of receiving whole-heartedly, then we are expressing truly our total trust, our assurance
that the love of the giver is perfect and it is in receiving whole-heartedly in all simplicity that we
bring joy to the one who has given from all his heart.
This is true even in human relationship; we wish to repay a gift only to make ourselves free from
gratitude and from a certain enslavement in which we are put when we receive from one who does
not love us enough to give whole-heartedly and whom we do not love enough to receive whole-
heartedly. And this is why the Eucharist is the supreme thanksgiving of the Church and the
supreme thanksgiving of our earth: people who trust the love of God open-heartedly, without any
thought of repaying the gift, only rejoicing in the love it expresses, receive from God not only
what He can grant but also what He is, participation to His life, to His nature, to His eternity, to




His love divine. Only if we are capable of receiving with perfect gratitude and perfect joy can our
participation in the Eucharist be true, only then does the Eucharist become for us also the supreme
act of gratitude. But gratitude is difficult because it requires both a loving heart capable of
rejoicing when it receives and a perfect trust and faith in the love of the one who gives, trust that
this gift is not meant as an humiliation or as an act of enslavement. And this is why we must grow
from day to day into the ability to love and to be loved, into the ability to be grateful and to rejoice,
and only then does become the Last Supper of the Lord the perfect gift of God and the perfect

response of the earth.




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Your Favorite Middle Eastern European
Food, Spices, Sweets & Alcohol
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Follow us on [f] [€) @mosaicmarketbayarea
€2 9 37th street & El Camino , San Mateo (W +1 650-477-2099



§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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