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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

Sunday, February 07, 2021

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Based on the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 (Coronavirus), all Church social events and
gatherings are postponed until further notice. Church is not open to the public. Please watch the
livestream of the service on our social media.

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrelLZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone in these hard times. God bless!

House Blessings:
Because of the pandemic we will not have the traditional home blessings as usual. If you
want the priest to pay a visit to your house, please call Fr. George at 586 214 4428 and
schedule with him. Please follow all safety precautions. God bless!

MEMORIAL SERVICE:
< Six Month Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, Henriette Saoud
offered by her family.
«» Three Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, Janette Abu Ghazaleh
Tannous offered by her family.
May their memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians. (6:1-10)

Brethren, working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain.
For He says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of
salvation.” Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God
we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge,
forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute
and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known;
as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Matthew. (25:14-30 + Luke 8:8)
The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them
his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with
them; and he made five talents more. So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more.
But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.
Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying: “Master, you
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.” His master said to him, “Well
done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter
into the joy of your master.” And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying: “Master,
you delivered to me two talents; here | have made two talents more.” His master said to him, “Well
done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter
into the joy of your master.” He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying:
“Master, [ knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you
did not winnow; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what
is yours.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that | reap
where | have not sowed, and gather where | have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone
who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he
has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will
weep and gnash their teeth.” As Jesus said these things He cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear!”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS: YOUNG ADULT ELECTIONS: Monday February 8™ after
Bible study @ 7PM on zoom. Looking to nominate and elect a President and Vice President. Hope
everyone can join! Any questions feel free to contact the director Shadi Azar (415) 279-2533

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
X Offered for the good health and well-being of Bahia Saoud, David Saoud, Fouad Saoud
and family, Jouja Gamoney and family, Rita Madanat and family. Also in loving memory of
Boutrous and Henriette Saoud. May their memory be eternal!

X In loving memory of mother Janette Abu Ghazaleh Tannous - 3 year memorial, and
father Khalil Fareed Tannous offered by their children, Fred Tannous, Farida Khouri, Sue
Wais, Mary Ababseh, Maha Peterson and Carol Tannous and their families. May their
memory be eternal!
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Feast of St. Ellien of Homs, February 6™: By V. Rev. George Alberts
"On February 6th each year we celebrate the Feast Day of St. Ellien of Homs, Syria. St. Ellien
accepted the Christian faith even though his father and family were not Christians. Because of this,
he and his family were at odds with one another.
When St. Ellien became a Christian, he took stock of the talents that God had given him.
He heard the Gospel of our Lord concerning the parable of talents and decided to use his talents to
benefit others. Saint Ellien is described by his biographers in this way:
“Having set his hopes in Jesus Christ, he was not tempted by the glory of this ephemeral world. He
prayed day and night, practiced fasting, visited prisoners and comforted them. He gave out large
alms of what remained in excess in his father’s house. Ellien studied and practiced medicine
skillfully. He strived to cure the diseases of both the body and soul. He cured sick people by
Christ’s grace and the faith of the Apostles, while preaching God’s Word and urging them to
follow the path of virtue. ‘It is not’, he says, ‘with medicines that you will be cured of your illness
nor thanks to your idols which drive to perdition all those who kneel before them, but by the power
of Jesus Christ’s name who has been crucified by the Jews under Pontius Pilate in Jerusalem, who
has been buried and resuscitated on the third day.’”

St. Julian healing the sick

Because of his mastery of the healing arts and the fact that he not only effectively healed the body,
but also the soul, he stirred up jealousy in the hearts of his fellow physicians who were not
followers of Christ. There was a great persecution of Christians at that time and they used his
Christian faith against him. First they appealed to his father who held a powerful position in the
city. They asked him to force his son to stop what he was doing, to give up his practice of
medicine and stop healing in the name of Jesus Christ. But St. Ellien refused to listen to these men
or his father knowing that he would have to give an account before His Heavenly Master as to
what he did with the many talents God had given him. When they found that he would not listen to
them or his father, they appealed to the Governor of Homs to imprison St. Ellien along with the
Bishop of Homs, Silvanus, the Deacon Luke, and the Reader Mocime.
Saint Ellien felt unworthy and overjoyed to be in their company and he kissed and reverenced the
chains that bound them. When these men were about to be put to death, St. Ellien prayed to God
and angel appeared to him and said: “Do not be grieved, O Ellien, a crown has been prepared for
you. You will conquer your enemies and the devil’s tricks. Do not fear their torture for, | am with
you”!




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Your Favorite Middle Eastern European
Food, Spices, Sweets & Alcohol
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Follow us on [f] [€) @mosaicmarketbayarea
€2 9 37th street & El Camino , San Mateo (W +1 650-477-2099



§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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