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Sunday, March 21, 2021

First Sunday of Great Lent -Sunday of Orthodoxy- (Veneration of Icons)
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: CHURCH IS OPEN!
If you plan to attend, please make sure you wear a mask and use hand sanitizer when you
walk inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick.
You can still watch the livestream of the services on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!

MEMORIAL SERVICE:
Forty Day Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God Noor Kouchakji, offered by
her family. May her memory be eternal!

HIERARCHAL VISIT: His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH will preside the first Akathist
Service with us on Friday March 19" at 7 PM. Please do your best to join us and get the blessing
of our Father in Christ.

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:24-26, 32-40)

Brethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter; choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt;
for he looked to the recompense of reward. And what more shall | say? For the time would fail me
if | tell of Gideon, Barak, Sampson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and all the prophets, who
through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made
strong, became mighty in war, and turned to flight armies of the aliens. Women received their dead
by resurrection, and others were tortured, not accepting their deliverance, that they might obtain a
better resurrection. And others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were tempted, they were slain
with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, being destitute, afflicted, tormented
(of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves
of the earth. And all these, having obtained a witness through their faith, did not receive the
promise, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be
made perfect.
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THE GOSPEL : St. John. (1:43-51)

At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And He found Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.” Now
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and said to him,
“We have found Him of Whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the
son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him,
“Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in
whom is no guile!” Nathanael said to Jesus, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before
Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi,
Thou art the Son of God! Thou art the King of Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, I
saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than these.” And Jesus said to
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of man.”
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CONGRATULATIONS: We are proud to have Tariq Rantisi as our newly ranked Sub-Deacon
helping out in the Altar. We ask the Lord to bless his Ministry. AXIOS! He Is Worthy! Many Years!

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
X Offered by Suzan Katami for the continued good health of Laila Louh and Tony Katami.
God bless and many years!
X Offered by Suha Khoury for the continued good health of Elias Suleiman and Suzan
Khoury and Khader & Samira Fashho. God bless and many years!
X Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Basma Howell. God
bless and many years!
X Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Inam Shami. God
bless and many years!
o Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of Hanna and Claudia Azar and
family on the special occasion of churching newborn blessing Gabriel Salim Azar. God bless
and many years!
X Offered by Suheil & Randa Shatara and family for the good health of the Shatara and
Najjar families. God bless and many years! Also, in loving memory of Nassif Khoury, Elias
Shatara and Hanna and Nour Najjar. May their memory be eternal!




2021 Great Lent Celebration
Lent Period: March 15th — May 1st

Strict Fast: NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish

Day Date Celebration
Sunday March 21 Sunday of Orthodoxy
Wednesday | March 25 Annunciation of the Theotokos (Fish Allowed)
Sunday April 4 Sunday of the Holy Cross
Sunday April 25 Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed)
Friday April 30 Great and Holy Friday
Sunday May 2 GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
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CHOIR/CHANTERS NEEDED:
Arabic Byzantine choir practice for the Great Lent and Holy Week is being resumed. If you are
interested or would like to help out, please contact Father George.

CHURCH HALL REMODEL: We would like to let you know that we’ve started the remodel of
the bar and the bathrooms in our church hall. We are very excited about this project and can’t wait
to share the updates with you when it’s completed.

MARCH IS ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN'S MONTH: Our Ladies Auxiliary will be working on
updating our Altar Robes and the Holy Altar Table Cover. If you’d like to donate, please mail a
check to the church earmarked “Altar Robes”. This Sunday, Our Ladies Auxiliary are offering
Katayef with walnuts for 2$ each. Order by Friday by calling the Church office or Salwa Shnoudi
at (650) 580 8561. Pick up is this Sunday from 12-1:30 at St. Nicholas. Thank you!

TREE OF LIEE: We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If you would like
to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name engraved to hang on the Tree, please
contact the Church office.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
Saturday March 27" — 12PM, Young Adults of St Nicholas will be having a social event at Stow
Lake in Golden gate park! Trying to get back to our normal lives, come out and join us with a Pedal
Boat with lunch! Boats are $10 a person and we encourage everyone to bring their own lunch.

Metropolitan Anthony: Triumph of Orthodoxy
Today the Orthodox Church is keeping the great feast of the Triumph of Orthodoxy over all
heresies. It is not the triumph of the Orthodox over other people, of our Church over another
church. It is the triumph of the spirit of truth within the community of men, the triumph of God in
the midst of His people. This triumph was declared when the doctrine of the icons was proclaimed
and it signifies once more the vindicating of two things; on the one hand that God has truly




become man. God Himself, the God of Heaven, the Living God has become a living man, and also
that the Lord was made flesh and that it is within the compass of this created world that the divine
presence was made manifest and revealed. It is a revelation both about God and about the created
world. We recognise in Christ the true Man and true God, very Man and very God, the Lord who
makes Himself a servant and the created that unfolds itself in depth, in vastness to be great enough
to become the place where God dwells, and more than this - to unite itself to God, the Lord of all
things. The triumph of Orthodoxy was appointed to the day when the dogma concerning the icons
was declared, a dogma according to which it its right and legitimate to paint the likeness of Christ
our Lord, of the Mother of God and His Saints. And yet it is not simply images to which we attach
divine names. An icon is something far greater than this. We do not possess any likeness of Christ
and we are not trying to reproduce His earthly features as accurately as possible. An icon painter
displays in an icon the knowledge of the Church of God about the word of God incarnate in human
features, in lines and colours what is to be conveyed to us is not the historical likeness of Jesus of
Nazareth, but the vision of the divine presence in human features. And an icon is even more than a
revelation, a declaration of truth and of faith in lines and colours. It is blessed and hallowed, it
becomes within the Church a real focus of presence. And this is why we bow to the icons, we
venerate them, we kiss them, not only as likenesses, not only as images that reveal the invisible but
as a dwelling place of divine grace and divine power. To declare this means simultaneously to
speak of the incredible closeness of God Who unites Himself to man and makes history His own
but also unites Himself to the very matter of this world and reveals its greatness and its incredible
capabilities not only to become the dwelling place of God but to become pervaded with divine
presence, to be filled with it. It is a message of great hope not only about men but about all things
around us, and we, Christians, are called to understand this. This is why it is so important for us to
try to understand all the depth of the Church's teaching about God, One in Trinity, about the
incarnation of the Word of God, about the Mother of God, about Man and about things created,
because we are those who should bring the world that has lost the sight of itself, an understanding
of itself, not only words of truth, but words of life, not only speak but live with an understanding
and depth that the Christian alone should have if we only were of the stature of true Christianity. It
Is @ message of hope but it is also a challenge to us. As long as we do not understand this we are
still on the fringe of that Church which is life eternal. Let us the try to learn, try to understand, try
to live, and then we will be able to declare, not in words but in the manifestation of the spirit of
God, what God has said, what He says day after day about the world He has created, about man
whom He has loved and willed into the world and about Himself which is life and joy and eternity.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21+ Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units
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Mixed-Use Property?

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in San
Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

3156-3158 24" Street

Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. » Off Market Transaction
. * Represented Seller
Contact me for commercial real estate
inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate

XX Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 380] Mission Street
Q 4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty

* 30% + upside in rents
e ADU potential

California operating under mulhple entities
6742, 1443761, 1997075, 19353

B , 18426 T ’, 527205, 1079009, 1272467. All mmcrla intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from so s deemed reliable but is subje
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, i Wi s ent is
. ccuracy o ¢ descripti neasurements | g square footage). s
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing
S 2N COMERCIAL




Your Favorite Middle Eastern European
Food, Spices, Sweets & Alcohol
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Follow us on [f1 [@) @mosaicmarketbayarea
{2 9 37th street & El Camino , San Mateo +1 650-477-2099



§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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UBER/LYFT
AUTOMOBILES

mkzsisco OTERS
TAXI CABS/BUSES/TR
FALLS (SLIP & TRID)
CONSTRUCTION SITES
FIRES/EXPLOSIONS
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