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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tarig Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru
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Sunday, March 28, 2021
Commemoration of Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonica

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN!
If you plan to attend, please make sure you wear a mask and use hand sanitizer when you
walk inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick.
You can still watch the livestream of the services on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrelLZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!

MEMORIAL SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY APRIL 4TH:
One Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God Chris (Atwan) Ghanem, offered
by his family. May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: St. Paul to the Hebrews. (1:10-2:3)

Thou, “O Lord, in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the
works of Thy hands; they will perish; but Thou remainest; and they will all grow old like a
garment, and like a mantle Thou wilt roll them up, and they shall be changed; but Thou art the
same, and Thy years will not fail.” But to which of the angels did He say at any time, “Sit on My
right hand, until | make thine enemies a footstool for thy feet?” Are they not all spirits for
liturgical ministry, sent forth to minister for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?
Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest at any time
we drift away from them. For if the word spoken through angels was confirmed, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape, if we neglect so
great a salvation, which having at first been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed to us by
those who heard?
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THE GOSPEL : Mark. (2:1-12)

At that time, when Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that He was at
home. And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room for them, not even
about the door; and He was preaching the Word to them. And they came, bringing to Jesus a
paralytic carried by four men. And when they could not get near Jesus because of the crowd, they
removed the roof above Him; and when they had made an opening, they let down the pallet on
which the paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins
are forgiven.” Now, some of the scribes were sitting there, reasoning in their hearts, “Why does
this man speak thus? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”” And immediately
Jesus, perceiving in His spirit that they thus reasoned within themselves, said to them, “Why do
you reason thus in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,” or
to say, ‘Rise, take up your pallet and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins” — He said to the paralytic — “I say to you, rise, take up your
pallet and go home.” And he rose, and immediately took up the pallet and went out before them
all. So that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:

s Offered by Khader & Basima Atwan and family for the continued good health of
Khader, Basima, and Lisa Atwan, Rimon & Rudaina Wahhab, and to congratulate
Michael & Renee for the birth of their newborn baby Maya. God bless and many years!
Also in loving memory of Naeemeh, Bassem, and Issam Jaghab. May their memory be

eternal!

s Offered by Michael Habib & family in loving memory of Aksarkhos Nicholas &

Khouria Najeebeh. Also for Emile Aakkaoui & Jacqueline Aakkoui. May their memory
be eternal!
% Offered by St. Nicholas Church in loving memory of Hanna Afif Bousheh and Fahed
Nasri Abou-Alzoulof. May their memory be eternal!
«»  Offered by Rosette Saba for the good health of her and her children: Mary, Michael, John
Saba & family. Also for Simon & Rima Rantisi and in loving memory of George and
Nicola Saba. God bless and may their memory be eternal!
<> Offered by Angela Husary & family in loving memory of her mother Nazar Husary on
her 30" memorial anniversary. May her memory be eternal! Also for the good health of Victor,
Angela, Chris, Tony & Mike Husary. God bless and many years!

CHOIR/CHANTERS NEEDED:
Arabic Byzantine choir practice for the Great Lent and Holy Week is being resumed. If you are
interested or would like to help out, please contact Father George.




2021 Great Lent Celebration
Lent Period: March 15th — May 1st
Strict Fast: NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish

Day Date Celebration
Sunday April 4 Sunday of the Holy Cross
Sunday April 25 Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed)
Friday April 30 Great and Holy Friday
Sunday May 2 GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
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Good Friday"Flowe”rs $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet
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Name: as)

Phone Number Gl a8,
Donation($): &laall
Message:

Good Friday flowers: Dear Parishioners: To avoid misspelling the names, please do not call the church office. Mail or
email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with your name & write a
memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your cooperation.

TREE OF LIEE: We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If you would like
to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name engraved to hang on the Tree, please
contact the Church office.

MARCH IS ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN'S MONTH: Our Ladies Auxiliary will be working on
updating our Altar Robes and the Holy Altar Table Cover. If you’d like to donate, please mail a
check to the church earmarked “Altar Robes”.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
Saturday March 27" — 12PM, Young Adults of St Nicholas will be having a social event at Stow
Lake in Golden gate park! Trying to get back to our normal lives, come out and join us with a Pedal
Boat with lunch! Boats are $10 a person and we encourage everyone to bring their own lunch.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Lenten Weeks
One by one the weeks of Lent pass, and having started this journey with enthusiasm, feeling in
ourselves the strength to complete it, when we approach the end, and often long before the end, we
begin to feel that we have achieved nothing of what we hoped to achieve. We hoped to fast strictly
and honestly, we hoped to pray, we hoped to tear ourselves away from those things that have
enslaved all our lives - our interests, our concerns - and then a moment comes when the end of the
journey is in sight, and suddenly we realise that nothing, or practically nothing, has been achieved




of what we had hoped. This is the moment when we may be attacked by the destructive spirit of
despondency which undermines our last ounce of strength: how can | enter the days of the
Passion? How can | encounter the glory and triumph of Christ's Resurrection? This is where we
must evince both Christian wisdom and our trust in God. It is not by the fact that we strive and
achieve some sort of result that we are saved; we are saved by our soul's longing which draws us
towards the living God, by the love which draws us to Christ. And even when we fail (as,
incidentally, in human relationships) we must not forget that just as the apostle Peter, after thrice
denying Christ was able to answer Christ's threefold question, we can say "Lord, you know
everything, you know my weakness, my lapses, my uncertainty, my inconstancy, but you also
know that | love you, that that is the final deepest thing in me."

Then we can go farther, as Peter followed Christ, knowing that God believes in this love, that God
believes us and believes in us. And we can go on with faltering steps, with uncertain tread, with
ups and downs, if only our hearts do not break away from God; if only we carry on, so that one
day, in a week or two, we may find ourselves face to face with the Lord's passion, with the
manifestation of the love with which He loves us. To endure what He endured for our sakes can be
done only through inexhaustible, bottomless love. And so if we cannot unite ourselves to Christ in
a more mysterious way by communing to the way of the Cross through prayer, contemplation and
ascetic effort, let us at least stand at the roadside, beside this way of the Cross and with the awe
and tenderness of a shaken soul - or perhaps one incapable of awe and tenderness - look upon what
it means to love as God is capable of loving us. And let us say to Him, if we cannot say anything
else, "Thank you, Lord, that you love me, dead, stony, devoid of feeling, lifeless - love me so
much that the day will come when for me also will sound the words spoken to Lazarus, then four
days dead, "Lazarus, come forth from the grave."

One day each one of us will hear this, not at the end of time, not at the general resurrection, as
Martha thought, but now, at some unexpected moment when the voice of God shall sound, and at
once we shall come alive again, alive both in time and in eternity. And we can even approach
Easter conscious that we have done nothing worthy of this meeting with the triumph of the
Resurrection, have achieved nothing that would give us a right to this joy. As St. John Chrysostom
says in his Easter sermon: "Those who have fasted and those who have not, those who have
worked and those who have been lazy, all of you come, for the Lord receives everyone equally; to
some He repays a debt, to others He makes a gift of His love."” It is not likely that He will be
repaying a debt to us, because we have not worked, but the gift of love is offered to each of us.
Therefore whatever mood we are in, however lazy we are, however little we have striven, let us go
step by step during these last weeks towards that light, as a butterfly is drawn to it: yet not to be
burned by it - but rather for ourselves to burn with the glow of the Resurrection, to shine with its
light, to become like the Burning Bush which burned and was not consumed in the flame of God's
being.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21+ Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units

MU Iti - U n it or :1g;||iﬁn rejs
Mixed-Use Property?

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in San
Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

3156-3158 24" Street

Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. » Off Market Transaction
. * Represented Seller
Contact me for commercial real estate
inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate

XX Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 380] Mission Street
Q 4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty

* 30% + upside in rents
e ADU potential

California operating under mulhple entities
6742, 1443761, 1997075, 19353

B , 18426 T ’, 527205, 1079009, 1272467. All mmcrla intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from so s deemed reliable but is subje
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, i Wi s ent is
. ccuracy o ¢ descripti neasurements | g square footage). s
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing
S 2N COMERCIAL




Your Favorite Middle Eastern European
Food, Spices, Sweets & Alcohol

V] o =

- < el = - ‘8‘?
e .’::‘—‘ggl -

Follow us on [f1 [@) @mosaicmarketbayarea
{2 9 37th street & El Camino , San Mateo +1 650-477-2099



§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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UBER/LYFT
AUTOMOBILES

mkzsisco OTERS
TAXI CABS/BUSES/TR
FALLS (SLIP & TRID)
CONSTRUCTION SITES
FIRES/EXPLOSIONS
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