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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tarig Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
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Sunday, April 11, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Great Lent
Commemoration of John Climacus, Author of “The Ladder”
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN!
If you plan to attend, please make sure you wear a mask and use hand sanitizer when you
walk inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick.
You can still watch the livestream of the services on our social media.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWrel ZpVhzVGZK|DIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!

MEMORIAL SERVICE:
¢ Deepest Sympathy & Condolences to the Arouk family for the passing of our Brother
in Christ Khairallah Elias Arouk. Memorial Service will take place this Sunday.
% One Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God, George Cunningham, offered by
his family.
% Two Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, Ester Clemence Antone
Lama, wife of (Late) Abdallah Hanna Shami.
May their memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Hebrews. (6:13-20)

Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He
swore by Himself, saying, “Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.”
And thus, having patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For people indeed swear by what is
greater, and in every dispute of theirs the oath is final for confirmation. So when God, being
minded to show more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the immutability of His counsel, He
interposed it with an oath, that by two immutable things—in which it is impossible for God to
lie—we might have a strong consolation, we, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope that
Is set before us; a hope, which we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
entering into “that which is within the veil,” where Jesus entered as a Forerunner on our behalf,
having become a High Priest “forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”
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THE GOSPEL: Mark. (9:17-31)

At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, I brought my
son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not
able.” And Jesus answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long
am | to bear with you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit
saw Jesus, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming
at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he had this?” And he said, “From
childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if Thou
canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all
things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said
with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, [ command you,
come out of him, and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His
Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind
cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and passed
through Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know it; for He was teaching His Disciples,
saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him;
and after He is killed, He will rise on the third day.”
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Good Friday Flowers $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet
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Name: )

Phone Number Gl a3,
Donation($): adaad)
Message:

Good Friday flowers: Dear Parishioners: To avoid misspelling the names, please do not call the church office. Mail or
email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with your name & write a
memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your cooperation.




2021 Great Lent Celebration
Lent Period: March 15th — May 1st
Strict Fast: NO Dairy, Meat, Cheese, Eggs, and Fish

Day Date Celebration
Sunday April 25 Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed)
Friday April 30 Great and Holy Friday
Sunday May 2 GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
The Services program during Crediall Ay Y1 o gual) 3538 DA C glual) grall
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
s Offered by Sylvia Cunningham in loving memory of George Cunningham, Charles
Cunningham, and Evelyn Wilson. May their memory be eternal!
%  Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Basima Atwan. God
bless and Many years!
% Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Nabil Khoury. God
bless and Many years!
s Deepest Sympathy & Condolences to Afif Baba and family for the passing of his brother
Isam Baba. May his memory forever be eternal!
s Deepest sympathy and condolences to the Edam family especially Ashruf & Lorie Edam
for the passing of Jeries Najeeb Abu-Al Etham & Elia Ibrahim Abu-Al Etham who
passed away back home in Ramallah. May their memory be eternal!
% Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Nahil Tannous. God
bless and many years!

TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our
o Church. If you would like to donate an engraved Leaf to
co I place on the Tree in memory of your loved one, please
contact the Church office. We are looking for a place to
replicate leaves similar to these for our Tree of Life. If you
know any place that can make these, please let us know.

CHOIR/CHANTERS NEEDED:
Arabic Byzantine choir practice for the Great Lent and Holy Week is being resumed. If you are
interested or would like to help out, please contact Father George.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
Teen Soyo & Young Adult bi-weekly bible study will continue on April 12" & 26" @ 7PM via
zoom. Links to be shared via social media (Facebook, Instagram, and Email) Please join us!




Metropolitan Anthony: SAINT JOHN OF THE LADDER
Lent is a time of repentance, a time when our heart of stone must be made by the power of God
into a heart of flesh, from insensitive to become perceptive, from cold and hard to become warm
and open to others, and indeed, to God Himself. Lent is a time of renewal when like spring,
everything become new again; when our life that had gone into a twilight becomes alive with all
the intensity which God can communicate to us, humans, by making us partakers of His Holy
Spirit, by making us partakers, through the Holy Sacraments and the direct gift of God, of the
Divine nature. It is a time of reconciliation, and reconciliation is a joy: it is God's joy, and it is our
joy; it's a new beginning. Today is the day of Saint John of the Ladder, and | want to read to you a
few phrases of his which are relevant to the particular time of the year in which we live:
“Repentance, that is our return to God is renewal of our baptism; it is our effort to renew our
covenant with God, our promise to change our life. It is a time when we can acquire humility, that
Is peace; peace with God, peace with ourselves, peace with all the created world. Repentance is
born of hope and rejection of despair. And one who repents, is one who deserves condemnation -
and yet, goes away from the tribunal without shame, because repentance is our peace with God.
And this is achieved through a worthy life, alien to the sins we committed in the past. Repentance
Is cleansing of our conscience. Repentance implies carrying off all sadness and pain.”
And if we ask ourselves how we can achieve it, how we can come to this, how we can respond to
God Who receives us as the father received the prodigal son, a God Who has waited for us,
longingly, Who, rejected, never turned away from us - how can we respond to Him? Here is a short
word about prayer :
“Don't use in prayer falsely wise words; because it 1s often the simple and uncomplicated
whispering of children that rejoices our heavenly Father. Don't try to say much when you speak to
God, because otherwise your mind in search of words will be lost in them. One word spoken by
the publican brought Divine mercy upon him; one word filled with faith saved the thief on the
cross. The use of the multiplicity of words when we pray disperses our mind and fill it with
imaginations. One word spoken to God collects the mind in His presence. And if a word, in thy
prayer, reaches you deeply, if you perceive it profoundly - dwell in it, dwell in it, because at such
moments our Angel guardian prays with us because we are true to ourselves and to God”.
Let us remember what Saint John of the Ladder says, even if you forget the short comments
(which I introduced) to make his text more readily understandable. Let us remember his words
because he was a man who knew what it means to turn to God, to stay with God, to be God’s
joy and to rejoice in Him. He is offered us in this time, when we are ascending towards the days of
the Passion, he is offered us as an example of what grace Divine can do to transform an
ordinary, simple human being into a light to the world.
Let us learn from him, let us follow his example, let us rejoice in what God can do by His power
in a human being, and let us confidently, with faith, with an exulting and yet serene joy follow the
advice, listen to God begging us to find a way of life and telling us that with Him, in Him
we will be alive, because He is the Truth but also the Way and also Life eternal.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21+ Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units

MU Iti - U n it or :1g;||iﬁn rejs
Mixed-Use Property?

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in San
Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

3156-3158 24" Street

Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. » Off Market Transaction
. * Represented Seller
Contact me for commercial real estate
inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate

XX Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 380] Mission Street
Q 4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty

* 30% + upside in rents
e ADU potential

California operating under mulhple entities
6742, 1443761, 1997075, 19353

B , 18426 T ’, 527205, 1079009, 1272467. All mmcrla intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from so s deemed reliable but is subje
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, i Wi s ent is
. ccuracy o ¢ descripti neasurements | g square footage). s
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing
S 2N COMERCIAL




Your Favorite Middle Eastern European
Food, Spices, Sweets & Alcohol
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Follow us on [f1 [@) @mosaicmarketbayarea
{2 9 37th street & El Camino , San Mateo +1 650-477-2099



§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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LAW FIRM
ACCIDENTS & INJURIES @f? |

UBER/LYFT
AUTOMOBILES

mkzsisco OTERS
TAXI CABS/BUSES/TR
FALLS (SLIP & TRID)
CONSTRUCTION SITES
FIRES/EXPLOSIONS
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