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Sunday, May 16, 2021
Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women,
Pious Joseph of Arimathaea & Righteous Nicodemus
َ٘طٝق٘دّٞٗ ٍٜ٘عف اىشاٝٗ تٞأحذ حبٍالد اىط
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Al Maseeh Qam! Haqan Qam!
Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
الوسيح قام! حقا قام كل عام وأًتن بخير
One Year MEMORIAL SERVICE:
One Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Salim Yousef Rantisi, offered by
Mona Rantisi and her children, Cynthia, Steve and Krystle, Hanna and Claudia, and their
families. + May His Memory Be Eternal +
IMPORTANT NOTICE: CHURCH IS OPEN!
If you plan to attend, please make sure you wear a mask and use hand sanitizer when you
walk inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick.
Livestreaming our services will be coming to an end in the near future to encourage more
parishioners to attend church.
You can still watch the livestream of the services on our social media until May 30th.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDWWPWreLZpVhzVGZkjDIA
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!
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THE EPISTLE: The Acts of the Holy Apostles. (6:1-7)
In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, the Hellenists murmured against
the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily ministry. And the twelve summoned
the multitude of the disciples and said: “It is not right that we should forsake the word of God to
serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good report, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. And we will devote ourselves to prayer
and to the ministry of the word.” And the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Próchoros, and Nikánor, and
Tímon, and Parmenás, and Nikólaos a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and
they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly, and a great company of the priests were obedient to
the faith.
THE GOSPEL: Mark. (15:43-16:8)
At that time, Joseph of Arimathaea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself
looking for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus.
And Pilate wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him
whether Jesus was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he
granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in
the linen shroud, and laid Him in a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a
stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He
was laid. And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome, bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early in the morning, on
the first day of the week, they came to the tomb at the rising of the sun. And they were saying to
one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?” And looking up,
they saw that the stone was rolled back – it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a
young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a long white robe; and they were amazed. And he
said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. He is risen; He
is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you.” And they went out quickly and fled
from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid.
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Special thank you to all those who donated time, labor, efforts, energy, items, finances, food,
and to those who took part in our church services and activities during this Holy Season. It truly
was a special time and we could not have done it without each and every one of you. God bless
you and your families.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
VIRTUAL RETREAT WITH HIS EMINENCE: Saturday May 15th @ 2 PM. Join us and
receive the blessings from His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH. To RSVP, please contact St.
Nicholas Teen Soyo or Young Adults.
 CAMP THY 2021: June 20th-25th. Divine Liturgy, Luncheon, and introductory day on June
20th @ St. Nicholas Church. Wednesday June 23rd & Friday June 25th, our Sister Churches in
Sacramento & Los Altos will be hosting us for activities. Register:
https://form.jotform.com/92868742644168



TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our
Church. If you would like to donate an engraved Leaf to
place on the Tree in memory of your loved one, please
contact the Church office. Thank you!
ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
 Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all those named Yousef, Josef, etc. on
the special occasion of their names day, especially: HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN
JOSEPH, Yousef Bahou, Yousef Qura, Yousef Rantisi, Joseph El Sineitti, Joseph Hanna,
Joseph Shatara, Joseph Stephens, Josephine Tannous, Joseph Tannous, Joe Ajam, Joe
Ayoob, Joel Haddad, , Joe Kandalaft. God bless and many years!
 Offered by Michael, Nadia, Tariq, and Rami Rantisi for the good health of Yousef
Rantisi on the occasion on his Name's Day. Many Years !!
 Offered by Mona Rantisi for the good health of her daughters; Cynthia Rantisi, Krystle &
Steve Azar and their children; Christian, Jasmine, and Dominic Azar, and Claudia &
Hanna Azar and their children; George and Gabriel Azar. Many years!
Also by Mona, Cynthia, Krystle, and Claudia Rantisi in loving memory of Salim Yousef
Rantisi. Memory Eternal +
 Offered by: Michael and Reem Habeeb; Julierose Habeeb; Dolores (Habeeb) and Paul
Apostle, Jr.; Praxia, Matt, and Olympia Elia; Elisa, Travis, and Penelope Salma; Nicole and
Derek; Elias; Athena and Kevin; Rose Habib; Ricky Habib;Hazel, and Bon-Bon... In
memory of our dearest Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, Sister, and
Aunt, SALMA (SALLY) HABEEB. May her beautiful memory be eternal. And, we thank
God for blessing us with all our loving mothers, grandmothers, aunts, sisters, daughters, and
friends, here and there. We honor you today and always.
Metropolitan Anthony: FEAST OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN, ST JOSEPH OF
ARIMATHEA AND ST NICODEMUS
We keep today the feast of a number of the followers of Christ of whom we think seldom, because
they are mentioned very little in the Scriptures. And each of them could be a lesson for us. St.
Joseph of Arimathea was a rich man who listened to Christ with an open mind and did not commit
himself. Neither did Nicodemus; but Nicodemus was a learned man, part of the Sanhedrin. He had
been listening to Christ, he had been asking questions from Him, he wanted to understand, he
wanted to be sure. But neither of them had committed themselves to follow Christ, to declare
themselves as His disciples. And yet, when Christ in the eyes of everyone was defeated, when
victory had come to His enemies, when He was dead, about to be buried, their faithfulness to Him
who had taught them words of life came to the fore. And they joined the Mother of God to bring
down the body of Christ and to bury him. Daringly they went to Pontius Pilate and asked for this
body so that they could bury Him with veneration. In the course of His life they had been listening

body so that they could bury Him with veneration. In the course of His life they had been
listening to Him with a hesitant yet open mind. When death came their faithfulness sprang to the
fore. And seeing the pain of the Mother of God and St. John the apostle there was no doubt left in
them; they must declare themselves, because they could not accept that He should be rejected
through defeat after having been their teacher, their guide and their friend. And then there is
another group of people, the myrrh-bearing women, a group of women who had been following
Christ and supporting Him and His disciples in their need. When Christ was crucified all the
apostles fled, with the exception of St. John and with the exception of these women. It was not an
intellectual conviction that held them as disciples of Christ. It was something which perhaps
could be defined in the words of the pilgrims to Emmaus: 'was not our heart burning within us
when He was speaking to us on the way'. All the way from Galilee to Jerusalem, from the peace
of the land to the tragedy of Jerusalem, all this time they had been listening and their hearts had
come to life - not with personal love but with a deep sense of life eternal. These are the words
which also St. Peter had said earlier, when most people who surrounded them had left, and Christ
turned to his disciples and said: are you also going to go? And Peter said: where should we go?
You have the words of eternal life. And these words were not simply syllogisms, or proofs, or
ways of conveying things. When he spoke it was life eternal that was awoken in them - the door
into eternal life that came to life. And they knew that these words were true because there was
new life in them. And so was it also for these women. So today we keep the feast of people who
proved faithful, the ones who in their frailty had not fled, and the ones who in the face of defeat
and tragedy had suddenly become disciples and faithful. Let us remember them, not only seeing
their glory as we have done today in the service, but also asking ourselves: do we belong, to any
extent, to the example given by one or another of them? Can we say that in the face of the defeat
of Christ we would come out and say: I am one of His disciples, although in the time when there
was no danger around I kept out, hesitant, unsure, asking myself questions, indeed asking Him
questions? Is any one of us Joseph of Arimathea, is any one Nicodemus, and can we say that we
are like these myrrh-bearing women, whom neither the needs nor the defeat nor the death of
Christ had been able to alienate from Him?
None of us is any of it to the full; but let us learn from them and try to grow into that faithfulness
which they have shown; the ones throughout the life of Christ, and the other ones in the face of
His defeat.

مبادرات من خارج السياق

دخل الشٌخان ٌوسف ونٌقودٌمس ،من حٌث ال ندري ،على ّ
خط أحداث الجمعة العظٌمة لٌواروا جسد الربّ  .وال ٌكتفً
زرن القبر لتطٌٌب جسد
اإلنجٌل باإلشارة إلى هذه المبادرة بل ٌخبرنا عن أخرى ،أعظم منها ،قامت بها نسوة ٌوم القٌامة لـمّا
َ
المخلّص.
أمامنا مجموعتان ظهرتا من خارج سٌاق «الشرعٌّة الرسولٌّة» بالمعنى الضٌّق ،إذا جاز التعبٌر ،أي من خارج الدور الذي
هٌّؤ الربّ من أجله َمن اختارهم لحمل البشارة ،أي رسله الذٌن كانوا مبعثرٌن وخائفٌن ومختبئٌن فً ذلك الحٌن .لقد أتت
مباردة ك ّل من ها َتٌن المجموع َتٌن لتلقً ضوءًا محور ًٌّا فً صمٌم التدبٌر اإللهًّ  ،بتؤكٌدها على حقٌقة موت الربّ  ،من جهة،
وقٌامته ،من جهة أخرى .وهذا فعالً هو أساس الكرزاة الرسولٌّة وشهادة األناجٌل.
هنا نعً تمامًا كم كان ما تجرّ أت على فعله هاتان المجموعتان - ،لربّما فاقدة الشرعٌّة أو األحقٌّة فً نظر أصحاب الشرع
ّ
والحق والعرف  ،-أساس ًٌّا لخروج الجماعة الرسولٌّة من ضمورها وخوفها وتآكلها الداخلًّ فً انهزامها أمام تلبٌة
والمعرفة
متطلّبات دعوتها كما وعبثٌّة هربها أو اختبائها ،إلى نور مشٌئة هللا ،إلى نور قٌامتها كجماعة قُ ْبلَتها المسٌح المصلوب والقائم.
هل تع ّدت هاتان المجموعتان دورً ا مرسومًا لغٌر أعضائها؟ هل تحلّى أفرادها برتبة لم ُتع َط لهم أصالً؟ هل استؤثروا بكرامة
هً لغٌرهم؟ هل أخطؤوا فً أن ٌؤخذوا مبادرة تبدو أ ّنها من خارج السٌاق المعهود بالنسبة لنا أو بحسب أعرافنا ،أكان من جهة
الدور أو الموقع أو الوضع أو الترتٌب أو المسإولٌّة؟
ّ
لقد أجابتنا الكنٌسة على هذه األسئلة بإحٌاء ذكرى أفراد ها َتٌن المجموع َتٌن فً األحد الثانً بعد الفصح ،فخلدت ما بادروا إلى
فعله حٌنها .ونحن بدورنا نشكر هللا على ما قاموا به إذ حازوا على رتبتهم الٌوم بدافع من إقدامهم وجرأتهم ومح ّبتهم ونٌّتهم
ُ
وانفراط العقد بٌن َمن صاروا أعمدة الكنٌسة ورسلها .ونشكر هللا
الصافٌة فً وقت كان سٌّدَ الموقف الخوفُ والجمو ُد والوهنُ
أٌضً ا أن أصحاب ها َتٌن المبادر َتٌن لم ٌتبجّ حوا بما قاموا به حٌنها ،إ ّنما كانت الكنٌسة هً َمن بادرت فً هذا الٌوم إلى التعبٌر
عن الشكر واالمتنان لهم.
هل ٌص ّح أن نقارب تلك الذكرى على هذا المنوال؟ هل دارت أصالً هذه األسئلة واالعتبارات فً خلد الجماعة الرسولٌّة وأبناء
ْ
قاربت الجماعة حٌنها واقعها ،المإلم والصعب ،ببساطة ومحبّة ورفق ،دون تعقٌد الواقع
الكنٌسة األولى؟ ما ٌه ّم ههنا هو كٌف
أكثر بكثرة الحسابات واالعتبارات والتحالٌل وتعقٌدات األنانٌّة .فهاتان المبادرتان من خارج السٌاق المعهود سمحتا لنور
حسد علٌها إطال ًقا ،وأن ٌدفعها فً اال ّتجاه الذي أوصى به الربُّ
القٌامة بؤن ٌحًٌ الجماعة كلّها ،فً وقت كانت أحوالها ال ُت َ
َ
تالمٌذه قبل آالمه.
لع ّل هذه المقاربة تحًٌ فٌنا هذا الرجاء الكبٌر ،بفعل قٌامة المسٌح وعمل روحه غٌر المنقطع فٌنا ،عندما نتطلّع إلى واقعنا على
مختلف مستوٌاته ،البٌتٌّة والرعوٌّة واألبرشٌّة كما وعلى مستوى الكنٌسة الجامعة ،وتعطٌنا الدفع الالزم والضروريّ لنفسح
للروح المجال للعمل فٌنا وبٌننا ،فنتغلّب على الحواجز التً نضعها نحن أو تقٌمها الظروف أمامنا .أَال نحتاج الٌوم ،فً
التعاطً مع شإوننا وشجوننا ،إلى مبادرات من خارج السٌاق المعهود ،علّها تساعد فً تحقٌق ما تج ّندنا من أجله بٌن بعضنا
البعض ،أي ورشة بناء معالم الملكوت فً وسط هذا العالم؟
سلوان متروبوليت جبيل والبترون وما يليهما

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall, is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

