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Sunday, July 11, 2021
Great-martyr Euphemia the all-praised

GAZA RELIEF:

Our hearts, thoughts and prayers are with the people of GAZA. The people of GAZA need our
help! We will be hosting a Humanitarian & Disaster Relief Fundraiser for GAZA. Please help us
help those who are in need. All proceeds will be donated to Churches in GAZA and other
Humanitarian organizations. To make donations, please mail a check here to St. Nicholas
earmarked “For Gaza”. You may also donate on our website by choosing “GAZA RELIEF” under
“Funds” on our giving website: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stn5200254

IMPORTANT NOTICE: CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure you
use hand sanitizer when you walk inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. We pray
for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians. (6:1-10)
Brethren, since we are fellow workers, we entreat you also not to receive the grace of God in
vain—for He says, “At an acceptable season I hearkened unto thee, and in a day of salvation |
helped thee”; behold, now is “the acceptable season”; behold, now is “the day of salvation”—
giving no occasion of stumbling in anything, that the ministry is not blamed, but in everything
commending ourselves, as ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in
distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in vigils, in fasts, in purity, in
knowledge, in longsuffering, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in love unfeigned, in the word of
truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by
glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet
well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.
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THE GOSPEL : St. Matthew. (6:22-33)

The Lord said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be
full of light; but if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in
you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and mammon. Therefore, | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or
what you shall drink; nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not the soul more than food,
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of heaven: they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And
which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his stature? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet | tell you,
even Solomon himself in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the
grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much
more clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or “What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,

and all these things shall be yours as well.”
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
s  Offered by Janan, Jim, lvette, Jennifer, Brandon & Matthew Howell, and Oscar
Moran, for the continued good health of Jane Moran, on the special occasion of her
birthday, July 12. God bless and many more years!
s Offered by Sue Wais and the entire Tannous family, in loving memory of their beloved
Father Khalil Fareed Tannous on the occasion of his 18" year memorial and
Mother Jannette Abu Ghazaleh Tannous. May their Memory be Eternal.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
< ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC: Sunday, August 1*. Blackberry Farm 21979 San
Fernando Ave, Cupertino, CA 95014
% ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 2™ and 3. More
info to come.

TREE OF LIFE:

We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our
Church. If you would like to donate an engraved Leaf to
place on the Tree in memory of your loved one, please
contact the Church office.




Metropolitan Anthony

ON BEING TRUE TO ONESELF

Time and again I am asked by people on a concrete occasion ‘What is the Will of God for me
now, in the nearest future?” And I always refuse to speak in God's own Name, because I believe
that all 1, or any priest, can do is to stand before God in awe, and say, ‘Lord, Thou art the Truth,
Thou art Life, Thou are also the Way — teach this person; be to this person the Way, enlighten this
person with the truth, and bring him to such plenitude of life as no one can either convey or give’.

And yet there are things which can be done. Each of us is a freeman of God, as St. Paul said
clearly, He says there was a time when we all were slaves of Satan, slaves of our passions, of our
fears, slaves of all the things that press on all sides and do not allow us to be true people. In Christ
freedom is granted; not licence, but the freedom to be ourselves, the freedom to grow into the
fullness of the stature which God has dreamt for us, to grow into fullness that will make us truly
living members of the Body of Christ, partakers of the Divine Nature.

On whatever step of our spiritual development we are, the first thing which is required of us is
that we should be true to ourselves: not to try to be anyone except the person we are; not to try to
ape any behaviour, to force ourselves into any mould in heart, in mind, in will which could be a lie
before God, to lie to ourselves, a deception for others. The first rule is to be true to ourselves; and
to be true with all the integrity, all the passion, all the joy of which we are capable. And what does
this mean? Apart from what | said a moment ago, it means that we must find who we are not only
socially, but at another level. And to do this, we can read the Gospel which is an image of what a
true human being is; not a book of commandments, of orders, as it were, given by God, ‘Do this,
and you will be right in My sight” — no: it is a picture of what a real human being thinks, feels,
does and is. Let us look into the Gospel as one looks into a mirror, and we will discover that in so
many ways we are a distorted image but that in a few ways perhaps, we are a true human being
already, at least potentially. Let us mark those passages of which we can say, like Luke and
Cleophas on the way to Emmaeus: Does not my heart burn within me when | hear, when | read
these words? How beautiful they are! How true! That is life!.. And if you find one passage or
another to which you respond this way, rejoice; because at that point God has reached you at the
deepest level of your being, revealed to you who you truly are; but at the same time revealed to
you Who He truly is, shown you that you and He are in harmony; that if you only become what
you already, potentially, truly are, you will become His like, the like of God; a true undistorted
image — at least in one or two things.

Then there is another move; if we want to be truly ourselves, we must remember that God
does not expect us to be what we are not, but what we are. And that we can stand before God, and
say to Him, 'Lord! I have read this and that in the Gospel; I understand it with my mind; | believe
in my heart that it must be true; but it does not set my mind aglow, my heart on fire; it does not stir
my will, it does not transform me yet. Accept me as | am! | will change — but for the moment |
cannot respond to such a commandment, to such an example. There is a passage so beautiful, to
me, in the writings of St. Mark the Ascetic in which he says, ‘If God stood before you, and said,
Do this, and do that — and your heart could not answer 'Amen' — don't do it; because God does
not need your action: He needs your consent, and harmony between Him and you’.

Let us therefore try when we ask ourselves in an attempt to find out what the Will of God is
for us, not in the absolute, but now: where do | already stand? What can | already now be and do,
and do it wholeheartedly with God? — because in the end, the aim of our spiritual life, of our life
and our faith in Christ does not consist in being drilled into doing one thing rather than the other; it




IS to establish between God and us a relationship of true friendship, of a joy of mutual freedom,
and within this freedom, within this friendship, in response to God's love, to God's respect for us,
to the faith He has in us, to the hope He has vested in us, and say 'This person has understood that
he is not a slave, that he is My friend — and He is our friend. What a joy! And it is a gift of God,
which we can give Him as we received it from Him!
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21+ Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units

Multi-Unit or ot
Mixed-Use Property?j§ /"

Iy

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO’s, and Commercial Properties in San

Francisco and San Mateo Counties. g

3156-3158 24" Stree
Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. * Off Market Transaction

. R ted Sell
Contact me for commercial real estate Sl

inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate e S
2
" . .
2 Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 3801 Mission Street
N & i
Q4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty
¢ 30% + upside in rents
* ADU potential
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities.
License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359,
1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 107 72467. All material is intended
for informational purposes only an compiled from sour ed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price ition, sale, or ithout notice. No sta ent is
made as to the accuracy of any description or measureme! ing square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing
Opportunity. C O M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
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ACCIDENTS & INJURIES @f? |

UBER/LYFT
AUTOMOBILES

mkzsisco OTERS
TAXI CABS/BUSES/TR
FALLS (SLIP & TRID)
CONSTRUCTION SITES
FIRES/EXPLOSIONS
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