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Sunday, July 25, 2021
Dormition of Righteous Anna, mother of the Theotokos
Deepest Sympathy:
 We would like to offer our condolences and sympathy to the Karkar families for the passing
of their beloved, Hanna Karkar. May his memory be eternal!
 We would like to offer our condolences and sympathy to the Alahwal and Habib families
for the passing of their beloved, Mufeed Alahwal. May his memory be eternal!
IMPORTANT NOTICE: CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure you
use hand sanitizer when you walk inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. We pray
for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!
THE EPISTLE: Galatians: 4:22-27
Brethren, Abraham had two sons, one by the handmaid, and one by the freewoman. But the one
from the handmaid is born according to the flesh; whereas the one from the freewoman is through
the promise. These things are an allegory, for these women are two covenants. One is from Mount
Sinai, bearing children for bondage, which is Hagar. For Sinai, which corresponds to Hagar, is a
mountain in Arabia, and resembles the present Jerusalem, for she is in bondage with her children.
But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is the mother of us all. For it is written, “Rejoice, O
barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry out, you who are not in travail: For many are the
children of the desolate, much more than of her who has a husband.”
:غالطيَة
ِ

 ََأَ َّمب انَّ ِزي ِم َه،ت ْان َج َس ِذ
َ  َك،ٌب إخُح
َ بسٌَ ِخ َُنِ َذ َح َس
ِ  ن ِك َّه انَّ ِزي ِم َه ْان َج.بسٌَ ِخ ََاَ َخ ُش ِم َه ْان ُح َّش ِح
ِ  ََا ِح ٌذ ِم َه ْان َج،بن ِإل ْث َشا ٌٍِ َم ا ْثىَب ِن
 ألَ َّن.ُ انَّ ِزي ٌُ َُ ٌَب َجش، ْان َُانِ ُذ نِ ْه ُعجُُ ِدٌَّ ِخ، أَ َح ُذٌُ َمب ِم ْه َججَ ِم ِسٍىَب َء، ألَ َّن ٌَبرَ ٍْ ِه ٌُ َمب ْان َع ٍْ َذا ِن،ك َس ْم ٌض
َ ِ ََ ُكمُّ رن.ْان ُح َّش ِح فَجِ ْبن َمُْ ِع ِذ
 انَّزًِ ٌِ ًَ أُ ُّمىَب، ََأَ َّمب أَُ ُس َشهٍِ ُم ْانع ُْهٍَب. فَإِوٍََّب ُم ْسزَ ْعجَ َذحٌ َم َع ثَىٍٍَِب،َض َشح
ِ  ََن ِكىًَُّ ٌُقَبثِ ُم أَُ ُس َشهٍِ َم ْان َحب.ٌَب َج َش َججَ ُم ِسٍىَب َء فًِ ْان َع َشثٍَِّ ِخ
 فَإ ِ َّن أََْ لَ َد، ْ اِ ٌْزِفًِ ََاصْ ُش ِخً أٌََّزٍَُب انَّزًِ نَ ْم رَزَ َم َّخض.«ا ْف َش ِحً أٌََّزٍَُب ْان َعبقِ ُش انَّزًِ نَ ْم رَهِ ْذ: ٌ ألَوًَُّ َم ْكزُُة.ٌ فَ ٍِ ًَ ُح َّشح،َج ِمٍعًب
.»ْان ُمُ ِح َش ِخ أَ ْكثَ ُش ِم َه انَّزًِ نٍََب َصَْ ٌج

THE GOSPEL: Matthew (8:28-9:1)
At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met Him, coming
out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have
we to do to Thee, O Son of God? Art Thou come here to torment us before the time?” Now a herd
of many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged Him, “If Thou
castest us out, send us away into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came out

castest us out, send us away into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came out
and went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and
perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, and what
had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they
saw Him, they begged Him to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat He crossed over
and came to His own city.
: هتى:اإلًجيل
َ
ْ
ً
ُ ُ نَ َّمب أرى ٌَس،انضمبن
ْانجشْ ِج ِسٍٍهَ ا ْسزَ ْقجَهًَُ َمج
 َحزّى إوًَُّ نَ ْم ٌَ ُك ْه أ َح ٌذ ٌَق ِذ ُس،سبن ِجذا
َفً رنك
َ ع إنى
ِ كُس ِح
ِ  َش ِش،جُس
ِ خبس
ِ
ِ
ِ ُجبن ِمهَ انق
ِ ىُوبن
ْ
َ
ً
ِّ
ْ
ُ ُ "مب نَىب َنَكَ ٌب ٌس: فَصبحب قبئِهَ ٍْ ِه.أن ٌَجْ زبصَ ِم ْه رِهكَ انطَشٌق
مبن نزُ َعزثَىب؟" َكبنَ ثَعٍذا ِم ْىٍُ ْم
ِ َع ا ْثهَ هللا؟ أ ِج ْئذَ إنى ٌٍَُىب قَج َْم انض
ْ
ْ
ْ
َ
َ
ُ
ُ
َطٍع انخ
قبل
 فَأخَ َز ان َش.خَىبصٌش َكثٍش ٍح رَشْ عى
قَطٍ ُع
َ َ" ف.ىبصٌش
َ ٌ فَأ ْئ َز ْن نَىب أ ْن وَز، "إن ُك ْىذَ رُ ْخ ِشجُىب: ٍَبطٍه ٌَطهجُنَ إن ٍْ ًِ قبئِهٍه
َ
ِ
ِ ََت إنى ق
ْ
ْ
ُ أ َّمب انشُّ عبح.ف إنى انجَحْ ِش َمبدَ فً ان ِمٍب ِي
َ َطٍع ُكهِّ ًِ قَ ْذ ََث
ِ ْت ع َِه انجُش
ِ َ فإرا ثبنق.طٍع انخىبصٌش
ِ َ فَخَ َشجُُا َ َرٌَجُُا إنى ق." "ارٌَجُا:نٍَُ ْم
َ
ْ ،ضُْ ا إنى ان َمذٌى ِخ
ْ ًِ ٍ طَهَجُا إن،ُ َن ّمب َسأَي.َذ ان َمذٌىَخُ ُكهٍُّب نِهِقب ِء ٌَسُع
أن
َ فٍََ َشثُُا َ َم
ِ  فَخَ َش َج.َأخجَشَا ثِ ُكمِّ َش ًْ ٍء َثِأ ْم ِش ان َمجْ ىُوَ ٍْ ِه
.ًِ ِ ف َذخَ َم ان َسفٍىَخَ َاجزبصَ َأرى إنى مذٌىَز.ٌَزَ َح َُّ َل ع َْه رُ ُخُ ِم ٍِ ْم

DORMITION FAST (The Fast of St. Mary)
On August 1 the fast of the Dormition feast of St. Mary starts, and it will end on August 15th, the
feast of the Dormition of St. Mary. During this fast we abstain from eating: Fish, Meat, Milk and
dairy. On Transfiguration we may eat fish, olive oil and wine.
The Paraklesis Service to the Virgin Mary will take place every Wed. and Fri. @ 6:00 P.M.
st

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
 Offered by Afaf Dudum, in loving memory of Thomas Dudum, on the occasion of his
8th year memorial. May his memory be eternal!
 Offered by George Khanouf, for the good health and well-being of his family: Especially
his father Henry, mother Rima, and children Henry, Christian, Giovanni, and Charbel
Khanouf.
 Offered by the entire Nasser family, for the good health and well-being of Jalila Nasser on
her 95th birthday. God bless and many more years!
ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
 ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC: Sunday, August 1st @ 12.00 P.M. Blackberry Farm
21979 San Fernando Ave, Cupertino, CA 95014. Donation: $20 Adults. $10 Children 12
& Under. Divine Liturgy will be held at St. Nicholas Church at 10:00 A.M. instead of
11:00 A.M.
 ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKETS: $50 Per ticket.
Please contact Elias Batshoun (650)580-7185
 ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 2nd and 3rd. More
info to come.
CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations to Alex Bazouzi Butte and Marissa Meisterling Butte on the occasion of their
matrimony.
We wish them happiness and many years!
TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If
you would like to donate an engraved Leaf to place on the Tree
in memory of your loved one, please contact the Church office.

St. Nicholas Church celebrates the Agreement of Concelebration
Saint Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church celebrates with the Palestinian and Jordanian
Vicariate of the Greek Orthodox Church the Agreement of Concelebration.
We are proud to announce that his Eminence, the Most Reverend Joseph, Archbishop of New York
and Metropolitan of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America and his
Eminence, the Most Reverend, Archbishop Elpidophoros (Lambriniadis) of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, signed an agreement of mutual understanding and respect pertaining to
normalizing the relationship with Palestinian and Jordanian Vicarate of the Greek Orthodox
Church in California. This move marks a landmark in the unity of the two churches that took place
nearly 30 years ago. As a celebration of the signing of this agreement, Saint Nicholas Antiochian
Orthodox Church of San Francisco represented by V. Rev Father George Baalbaki and its Parish
Council, hosted a celebratory dinner that included Archiepiscopal Vicar of the Palestinian and
Jordanian Vicarate V. Rev Father George Jweinat and representatives of the Parish Council
members and executive committees of both Saint Nicholas Church and Saint George Church.
Also in Attendance were Priests and chairmen representing the Antiochian and Vicariate churches
from the bay area. This is a great win for our community.
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=stnicksf&set=a.10159777250259994
Metropolitan Anthony
The healing of the men of Gergesene
How familiar is this story to us. Yet every time we read it we rediscover something in it which
touches our heart, or gives a new light to our mind. And to-day I would like to attract your
attention to three features of this passage.

The first is the attitude of the devils, of the powers of evil, to their victims. The powers of evil
have no other intention or desire than to take possession of a living creature and to make it both a
sufferer and one that will fulfil their will. The Fathers of the Church teach us that the devils can
have no direct action in this world; all they can do is enslave human beings and through them work
the evil within them. So this is what these powers of evil had intended: to enslave these men and to
make them instruments of destruction, but at the same time to make them suffer for it.
When Christ commanded them to leave their victims they cried, shall I say, for a place of refuge,
a place where they could dwell and work destruction. And Christ allowed them to in-dwell the
pigs. Pigs, in the eyes of Jews, were a symbol of impurity; the request to be lodged in their bodies
was a sign for all who could understand - and every Jew could - that they were as impure as the
impurest of the animals. But what happened next was a demonstration to people of what happens
when we allow ourselves to be possessed of evil, when we allow passions to have power over us hatred, lust, jealousy, and all the passions of body and soul. Being possessed by them we are
doomed to destruction, as this herd ended in death.
We should remember this because we do not always realise how much we are in the grip, in the
power of those things which rule our life: likes and dislikes, hatreds, resentments and so on. We
are not only possessed, but we are also working evil through our subjection to the power of evil.
And the warning is clear: if we only allow evil to take possession of us completely, it will mean
death; not physical death, but a total, tragic alienation from all that is life: from God, from love,
from beauty, from meaning. We cannot fall out of existence but we can be possessed of an
existence which is a ghostly one, an existence without life, without content - a shell that is empty,
and yet a torment.

And in contrast to this we see the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God become Man. He is the
Creator, He is the Lord, He is the Saviour of the whole world; and He forgets everything, as it
were, the whole of creation to pay attention to nothing but these two men who are in need of
salvation, indeed He is prepared to leave ninety-nine righteous, whole people who do not need
Him at that moment alone in order to give all His attention, all His life, indeed all His power to
save these two men. In the face of all the need of the world He can see every individual need and
respond to it with all His love, all His compassion, all His understanding and all His divine power
to save and to heal.
There is a third group of people whom we see in action in this Gospel story; it is the inhabitants of
the country. They had known of the desperate condition of these two men; they were told of what
Christ did for them; they were told who their master was, who was their tormentor; should they
not have come to give glory to God and thank Him for delivering the two men from the power of
evil? NO! All they saw in the act of Christ was that they were deprived of their herd of swine.
What mattered to them the wholeness and the life and the salvation of these two men? They were
deprived of what was important to them, what mattered to them more than a human life, and they
asked Christ to leave their borders, to go because they did not want to risk another miracle that
would be costly to them. What a tragic - not monstrous, but just tragic contrast between the
attitude of God and the attitude of these people.
Let us give thought and ask ourselves, where do we stand? Of course, the first movement we
shall have is to say, 'On God's side' - it is not true. When there is a tragic need, and the cost of
helping would be perhaps not a disaster but a pain or loss to us, what would we choose? Let us
reflect on this: are we really on the side of Christ Who can forget the whole world because His
Heart is pierced, transfixed with compassion, or - do we allow our heart to be moved one moment,
and then recalculate the cost and turn away from the need?
Let us reflect - because every one of these stories, every parable, every image, every act of God
is challenging us: Where do you stand? Who are you? The person possessed, to whatever extent?
A disciple of Christ ready to forget everything for the sake of a desperate need? Or rather one of
those who say to Christ: Go, go away - you are disturbing our peace, the harmony of our life and
our security?
Let us reflect deeply; but not only reflect, take a decision and act.

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

