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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200

Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

Pastor Emeritus, V. Rev. Fr. Gregory Ofiesh
Sub-Dn. Ilyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

Sunday, August 01, 2021
Procession of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross

IMPORTANT NOTICE: CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure you
use hand sanitizer when you walk inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. We pray
for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!

Memorial Service Next Sunday August 8:
Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Hanna Karkar, offered by his family.
May his memory be eternal!

Romans: (12:6-14)
Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace that was given to us, let each use them
accordingly: whether prophecy, let him prophesy according to the proportion of the faith; or
ministry, let him give himself to the ministry; or the teacher, to the teaching; or he who exhorts, in
the exhorting; he who gives, let him do it with simplicity; he who presides, with diligence; he who
shows mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to
that which is good. Love one another with brotherly affection; in honor preferring one another; in
diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation;
continuing steadfastly in prayer; communicating to the necessities of the saints; given to

hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless, and do not curse.
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Matthew: (9:1-8)

At that time, Jesus got into a boat, crossed over and came to His own city. And behold, they
brought to Him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their faith He said to the
paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” And behold, some of the scribes said to
themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you
think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and
walk’? But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—




He then said to the paralytic—*“Rise, take up your bed and go home.” And he rose and went
home. When the crowds saw it, they marveled, and they glorified God, Who had given such
authority to men.
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DORMITION FAST (The Fast of St. Mary)

On August 1% the fast of the Dormition feast of St. Mary starts, and it will end on August 15™, the
feast of the Dormition of St. Mary. During this fast we abstain from eating: Fish, Meat, Milk and
dairy. On Transfiguration we may eat fish, olive oil and wine.

The Paraklesis Service to the Virgin Mary will take place every Wed. and Fri. @ 6:00 P.M.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
s Offered by Afaf Dudum, in loving memory of Thomas Dudum, on the occasion of his
8" year memorial. May his memory be eternal!
s Offered by Almaz Tannous and her Children, Mike, Hani, Gihan, and Christine, in
loving memory of Khalil Charles Tannous. May his memory be eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
s ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC: This Sunday after service, come join us at the
Blackberry Farm @12PM for our annual church picnic. 21979 San Fernando Ave,
Cupertino, CA 95014. Donation: $20 Adults. $10 Children 12 & Under. Divine Liturgy
will be held at St. Nicholas Church at 10:00 A.M. instead of 11:00 A.M.
s ST.NICHOLAS TEEN SOYO PRESENTS “A NIGHT AMONG THE STARS”

GALA: Saturday, August 71 from 6pm-11pm. $50 per ticket, for ages 14-19.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSI-906ruQeDMhdMM6ku3DFW5tKRC4uWUAuUEHcfyAFoHmsKlg/viewform

< ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKETS: $50 Per ticket.
Please contact Elias Batshon (650)580-7185
% ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 2" and 3. More
info to come.

TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If
you would like to donate an engraved Leaf to place on the Tree
in memory of your loved one, please contact the Church office.

Metropolitan Anthony
READING THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES

In the Gospel (Matthew 16: 3), Christ advises His disciples to learn to read the signs of the times.
Can we read the signs of the times? Have we received this message, this calling compelling us to look
at what the times say to us?

Our times say something which is very worrying: while centuries back the Christian Church
proclaimed its message in a credible, acceptable way, while people who heard the message did




receive it and believed it, it seems that our message reaches only the few. It is not because the truth
has changed, or because we must preach another Gospel than the integrity of the Gospel of Christ.
Saint John of the Ladder says that the word of God is like a straight and pointed arrow, it can fly
straight to its goal, it can hit the target, it can pierce any thickness and any resistance. But Saint John
tells us also that the arrow will remain useless and dormant unless there is an arm, a bow, a string, an
eye, unless there is an eye to aim the shaft, unless there is a vigorous arm to send it flying.

The arrow straight and pointed is God's message which we are to deliver to the whole world that it
may be saved, as straight as the integrity of the Gospel - but have we got all God needs from us for this
arrow to fly and hit the target? Is it not that the word of God remains unconvincing because looking at
us people see no evidence that it has any power to transform life?

And here, we must read the signs of the times. The times, the people around us, the world is standing
in judgment over us. Why is it that words of truth do not sound true? Why is it that words of life do not
convey and impart life? Because we have not been hit in such a way as to possess life, as to be able to
proclaim truth.

I would like to leave this thought with you, and each of us can ask himself what is the message he
received from the Gospel, what is the life he had derived from it? What is the truth that has become the
truth of his life? And only then can our message convey to men what God had imparted to us and
commanded us to carry.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.

Considering —
Buying or Selling a i o
Multi-Unit or oo™
Mixed-Use Property? § :

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO’s, and Commercial Properties in San
Francisco and San Mateo Counties. A

3156-3158 24" Street

Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. » Off Market Transaction
. * Represented Seller
Contact me for commercial real estate
inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate

2= Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com

Q4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty

* 30% + upside in rents
* ADU potential

COMPASS

COMERCIAL
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

=

P: (650) 918-746
' Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com



THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
|CHnEL OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

psomeone you know has
flous injuries or lost a
to.someone else’s

Law Firm

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

it/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 * ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




