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Sunday, August 8, 2021
IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure you use hand sanitizer when
you walk inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. We pray for the good health, wellbeing, and safety of everyone. God bless!
MEMORIAL SERVICE:
 Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Hanna Karkar, offered by his family.
 One Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, Henriette Boutros
Saoud, will be held in Sacramento, offered by her children.
May their Memory be Eternal!
THE EPISTLE: Romans. (15:1-7)
Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
Let each one of us please his neighbor for that which is good for his edification. For Christ also did
not please Himself; but, as it is written: “The reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell on
Me.” For whatever was written beforehand was written for our learning, that we might have hope,
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures. Now may the God of patience and comfort
grant you to be of the same mind with one another, according to Christ Jesus, that with one accord
and one mouth you may glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, receive
one another, even as Christ has also received you, to the glory of God.
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew. (9:27-35)
At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud: “Have
mercy on us, Son of David.” When He entered the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus
said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He
touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were
opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, “See that no one knows it.” But they went away and
spread His fame through all that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was

brought to Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds
marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He casts
out demons by the prince of demons.” And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every
infirmity.
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DORMITION FAST (The Fast of St. Mary)
st
On August 1 the fast of the Dormition feast of St. Mary starts, and it will end on August 15th, the
feast of the Dormition of St. Mary. During this fast we abstain from eating: Fish, Meat, Milk and
dairy. On Transfiguration we may eat fish, olive oil and wine.
The Paraklesis Service to the Virgin Mary will take place every Wed. and Fri. @ 6:00 P.M.
ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
 Blessing of the Grapes offered by Afaf Dudum, in loving memory of Thomas Dudum, on
the occasion of his 8th year memorial. May his memory be eternal!
 Blessing of the Grapes offered by Andy Azar, for the good health and well-being of his
family.
 Offered by Pat Arango, in loving memory of her Mother, Anastasia Cosmos. May her
memory be eternal!
 Offered by Sue Wais for the good health and well-being of her Husband, Donald Wais, on
the occasion of his birthday, her Daughter and Son in-law, Jeanette & Jason Yoshida, and
her Grand Sons Anthony, Khalil, and Dylan Yoshida. God Grant them many years!
 Offered by Sue Wais, in loving memory of her Mother Janette Abu Ghazaleh Tannous on
the occasion of her birthday and her Father Khalil Fareed Tannous. May their memory be
eternal!
CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations and best wishes to the newlyweds, Kamel Asfour and Anna Alhaj.
We wish them happiness and many years!

TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If
you would like to donate an engraved Leaf to place on the Tree
in memory of your loved one, please contact the Church office.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
 ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC- ALL SAINTS ORTHODOX CHURCH: Sunday,
August 15th at 11:30am. Rohnert Park Twin Creeks Park 5530 Kerry Rd., Rohnert Park,
CA Donation: $25 Adults. $10 Children 10 & Under.
 ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKETS: $50 Per ticket.
Please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185
 ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 2nd and 3rd. More
info to come.

Metropolitan Anthony: CHRIST’S MIRACLES:
We constantly read about Christ's miracles in the Holy Gospels, and we ask ourselves, "why is it that
such things were possible in those days, and yet we see so few miracles in our own day?" I think there
are three possible answers.
The first is that we do not see the miracles that surround us, we take everything for granted, as
completely natural. We receive all the good things from the hand of God as though they were normal,
and we no longer see that life is a wonderful, joyful miracle, that God wanted to create us, that He
called us from non-being into being, laid open before us the whole miracle of existence. Nor did He
confine Himself to this. He called us to be His friends for ever, everlastingly to live the eternal, divine
life. He revealed Himself to us; we know that He is, we know Him in Christ as the God whose love
did not falter even in the face of His own death which was to save those He loves. And what about
those miracles that are even less obvious to us, like health, like peace, like friendship, like love? They
are all pure miracles — you cannot buy them, you cannot force anyone to give you his heart; and yet
all around us there are so many hearts open to each other, so much friendship, so much love. And our
physical existence which we consider so natural — is not that a miracle?
That is the first point that I wanted to make: that the whole of life is a miracle. I know, of course, that
there is much, very much pain and horror in it, but at the same time such a quiet yet unwavering light
shines in the darkness: if only we could believe in the light, and so become children of light, as Christ
says, the bearers of light?
There are two more remarks I should like to make. Today we read that the people were in need, that
the apostles noticed this need and spoke to the Lord about it. And the Lord said: "It is up to you to
relieve this need, to feed these hungry people". "How?" they said, "we have only two fishes and five
loaves, can that possibly be enough for such a crowd?" And Christ blessed those fish and those loaves
and it was enough for the crowd.
So what is expected of us in order that God can freely, by His sovereign power, perform heavenly
miracles on earth? First, that we should notice someone else's need. So often we pass by it and do not
open the door to God to allow Him to enter and do that which it is impossible for us to do. Let us open
our eyes in order to see the needs of the people around us — material, psychological, spiritual; the
loneliness and longing and countless other needs.
And another thing that the Lord urges upon His disciples is, "give everything that you have, and we
shall be able to feed them all." The disciples did not leave aside some fish and some bread for
themselves, they gave it all to the Lord. And because they gave everything, the Kingdom of God, the
kingdom of love, the kingdom where God can act freely and untrammelled, was established and all
were satisfied. This call is addressed to us also: when we see want, let us give all, and all will be well.

Now a final remark: when the paralytic about whom we read a few weeks ago was brought to Christ
He saw the people's faith and cured the sick man. We can supply the faith that is lacking in those
around us, we can carry them on our faith as on a stretcher. But faith is not enough; in the case of the
paralytic there was not only the faith that the Lord could heal him, but there was caring love for the
sick man. If only there were such love amongst us the beginning of the Kingdom of God would
already be established in our midst, and God could act freely.
Let us consider this, for every one of God's miracles was introduced, and so to speak conditioned, by
the participation of man. It depends on us that the Kingdom which we pray and long for should be
established on earth, that Kingdom which we are called on to build together with God and in His
name.

توصيات الى أهل روهية
ٝجذأ ث٘ىظ حذٝثٔ ف ٜاىالٕ٘د ٗ ْٖٔٞٝثب١خالق مَب فٕ ٜـزٓ اىشعبىـخ اى ٚإٔو سٍٗٞـخٝ .الحـع ف ٜثذء اىَقطغ أُ ف ٜاىنْٞغخ
أقـ٘ٝـبء ٗضؼـفـبء ٗمـيـٖـٌ إخـ٘ح .ا١قـ٘ٝبء ٌٕ اىَـزـَـغّـنُ٘ ثبىَغٞح ثشذح ٗٝؼـشفـُ٘ ػْـٔ اىنثٞـش ثبىفضـبئـو اىز ٜفّ ٜفـ٘عٌٖ
رغـزـقـجـو اىغٞـذٗ .اىضؼـفـبء ىـٞـظ ػْـذٕـٌ ٕـزٓ اىغٞـشح اٗ ىٞظ ػْذٌٕ ٍؼـشفـخ مـجـٞـشح .فـ ٜاىنـْـٞغخ ّزـقّـجـو أح ُذّب اٟخش
ُ
ٗىغذ أُسٝذ
 ُ١هللا قجئ .اىنْٞغخ ال رقجو مجـشٝـبء اىؼـبسفـٞـِ مـَـب ال رـقـجـو أُ ٝقـ٘ه اىضؼٞـف اّـب ٕنـزا ٗأُص ّش أُ أثـق ٚضؼٞفًب
اُ أرؼيٌّ اٗ اُ أُخـبٕـذ فـ ٜعجٞـو ثٖـبء سٗحـ ّ ٜأػـظـٌ .ميْب ٝدبٕذ ىٞصو اى ٚاىزسٗح.
أٍبً ٕزا اىَشٖـذ ىْب “اىـشخـبء ثبىصجـش ٗثزـؼـضٝـخ اىنـزـت”ّ .صجـش ٍـِ أخـو سخـبء أمـجـش ٗرـَـغّـل ثبإلَٝبُ ػـظٗ .ٌٞاإلَٝبُ
ٝأر ٍِ ٜاىنزت اىَـقـذعـخ أرا قـشأّـبٕبٗ .عطـ٘سٕب ال رـْـزـقـو اىـٞـْـب إُ ىٌ ّقـشأٗ .دائَـًب أّـب ٍصذًٗ  ُ١اىنثٞـشٍ ِٝـِ إخـ٘رْـب ال
ٝؼشفُ٘ اىؼٖذ اىدذٝذٗ ،ارا ٗاظج٘ا ػي ٚاىصالح ٝـغَـؼـُ٘ ٍ 52ـقـطؼـًب ٍـِ اّ١ــبخـٞـو ا١سثؼـخ ٗٝذسمـُ٘ قيٞال قـشاءح اىـشعبىـخ
ٗسثَب عَؼـ٘ا شٞئـًب ف ٜاىصٞبً .مٞـف رـأرٞـٖـٌ رـؼـضٝـخ اىنـزـت؟
ٝضٞـف ث٘ىظ ،اى ٚسخبء ٍؼـشفزـٌٖ ثبىنزت ،أُ ٝنّ٘ـ٘ا ٍزّفقـ ٜاٟساء ثحغت اىَغٞح ٝغـ٘ع ٍغزْـذ ِٝػي ٚاىؼقٞـذح اى٘احذح
ٗاعزقبٍـخ اىشأٍٗ ٛب ٕ َّٔ أُ ٝنّ٘٘ا ٍزّفقـ ِٞف ٜأٍ٘س ٕزٓ اىذّٞب ،ف ٜاىغٞبعخ ٍثال .اىنْٞغخ ىٞظ ىٖب سأ ٛفٕ ٜزٓ اىغٞبعخ اٗ ريل إال
أّٖب ٍغ اىفقـشاء ٗاىَظيٍ٘ٗ ِٞضذ اىٖـذس ٗاىغـشقـخ.
ْٝزح ٍِ ٕزا أّْب “ثْفظ ٗاحذح ٗفٌ ٗاحذ َُّدّذ هللا أثب سثْب ٝغ٘ع اىَغٞح”َّ .دّذٓ ٍِ مو مٞبّْب ّٗحِ ٍزّفق٘ اٟساء اىز ٜرأرْٞب ٍِ
إّدٞئ.
ثٌ ٝخزٌ ثق٘ىٔ“ :فيٞزّخز ثؼضُنٌ ثؼضب مَب ارّخزمٌ اىَغٞح” ،ا ٛفيٞنِ م ّو ٍْنٌ ى٠خش ٍثو أة اٗ اثِ اٗ أخ .رؼّٖذٗٓ ف ٜاىخذٍخ
ّ١نٌ ٍؼًب ػبئيخ اٟةٗ .ف ٜمو ٕزا ال ٝغؼ ٚأحذ اىٍ ٚصبىحٔ اٗ إمثبس ٍحجّ ٔٞثو رؼبّٗ٘ا ٗأَقَ٘ٞا ثْٞبًّب سٗحٞب ٗاحذًا ىَدذ هللا .أّزٌ
ىغزٌ غبٝخ ىزٗارنٌ .رخذٍُ٘ ثؼضنٌ ثؼضًب ىنٝ ٜجق ٚهللا عٞذًا ػي ٚاىنْٞغخ .عبّذٗا ثؼضُنٌ ثؼضًب ىٞظ ىيَْبفغ اىَزجبدَىخ ٗىنِ
ىزنّ٘٘ا ٗاحذًا هلل فٝ ٜغ٘ع اىَغٞح سثْب.
هللا ٕ٘ اىزٝ ٛدؼينٌ ٗاحذًا ثٞغ٘ع اىَغٞح ارا أَطؼزَ٘ٓ .رؼبّٗ٘ا ف ٜرفؼٞو مو ٍْنٌ ٍٕ٘جزٔ ى٠خشٕ .ِٝزا ٝؼط ٜرؼيًَ ٞب ٗراك افزقبدًا
اٗ إحغبًّب ٗاٟخش ٗػظًب اٗ رذثٞشًا ىشؤُٗ اىنْٞغخ .فال ٝفشّق ثْٞنٌ أحذ  ُ١اىَغٞح ارا أُػط ٍِ ٜمو ٗاحذ ى٠خش ٝنُ٘ ٕ٘ اىدبٍغ
ثْٞنٌ ٗرصٞش اىنْٞغخ ،ار راك ،خغذًا ٗاحذًا ػبٍال ف ٜمو فشد ٍِ أفشادٕب ٍٕٗ٘ ٜحّذح ثْؼَخ اىَخيّص ىٖب ٗثقج٘ه مو ٍؤٍِ فٖٞب
ػطبء اىشةٗ ،فٕ ٜزا رج ُذُٗ خغذًا ٗاحذًا ىيَغٞح حزّ ٚ
إُ ٍِ سآمٌ ٍ٘حّذٝ ِٝنُ٘ شبٕذًا ىيَغٞح اى٘احذ اىقبئٌ ف ٜمو ٗاحذ ٍْنٌ.
“اىَحجخ ال رغقُظ أثذًا” ٕٗ ٜاىز ٜرجُْ ٜمالّ ٍْنٌ ٗرَجِْٞنٌ ٍدزَؼ.ِٞ
الوطراى جاورجيوس

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

